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Introduction:

In this first chapter of Ephesians Paul makes it Crystal clear that we have been chosen and then predestined by God.  Although this makes us squirm in our seats we are not able to deny that God does say such things.  Let’s just look at them for a brief moment to refresh our memory. 
Ephesians 1:4-6  He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Just a couple of observations should serve to bring us up to speed concerning the passage at hand this morning.  

· God Chose us to be holy and blameless
· He predestined us in love

· His predetermined will was to make us His legal sons and He did this in His kindness.
· He did all this that we might praise His glory of His Grace.
Paul now turns his attention to some of the nuts and bolts of how God chose to carry out His predetermined plan in our life.  We need to pay attention here because all men have a propensity for assigning their own reasons and order to events.  In other words, “we tend to read into God’s Word what we were able to observe and experience in our lives.  There are 3  problems with that:
· There are things that happened that we cannot be aware of unless God tells us. 

· Men tend to elevate their own experiences above what the Word of God says.

· We are unaware of God’s purposes in the world unless He tells us what they are. 
As we pick up Paul’s teaching in verse 13, the Scripture has already revealed the reality of events leading up to our salvation.  Verse 13 is not the beginning of the chronology as the grammar will clearly indicate. 
I. The chronological order of our sealing. [1:13]
Ephesians 1:13   13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,
When trying to determine the order of events leading up to our salvation we need to be careful not to start in the middle of the list.  Someone recently told me of a person who argued against election from this verse.  They said, “See!  It is after listening to the message and believing that we are saved.”  
But the apostle has already revealed at least five things that have lead up to our hearing the message of the gospel.  
· God has blessed us with blessings that come directly from Him.  [1:3]

· He singled us out personally for these blessings. [1:4]

· He predetermined our standing as His sons and daughters. [1:5]
· He provided redemption before we were even born. [1:7]
· He granted us an inheritance [1:11]

Now here is the simple truth of Scripture.  The Gospel must be heard and believed in order to have salvation. 
Romans 10:17  17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

John 1:12  12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

It is what goes on leading up to our hearing and believing that we cannot know outside of the revelation of the Word of God.  What God says is that He purposed to bless us personally and then chose and predestined us to receive it.  The salvation and the inheritance were secured from eternity past.  Now we are ready to consider what happened when we finally heard the gospel.  
You see,  God uses the means of preaching the Gospel to bring men and women to Salvation. 

Romans 1:16  16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

1 Corinthians 1:21  21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.
This then is how we are to understand the need to preach Christ and offer salvation to men.  It is the God ordained way for those He has chosen to come to Him.  But someone might say, “ why do we need to speak about the gospel or do missionary work or offer salvation to men, if God is the doer of it all?”  You are well able to understand this, my friends.  The same God who determines to save men has also determined how He will save them.  It is through the testimony of the church in the world.  
So what does this verse say to us in this context?  When the God appointed day came for you to hear and listen  to the gospel, you believed it.  God then, in keeping with His eternal plan, sealed you in Christ by the Holy Spirit. 
Before we look at the purpose of our sealing let’s just take a moment to discuss what “sealing” actually is.  It speaks of an official wax type seal that would have secured a document of some sort.  We just lick envelopes today, but it was not long ago that these seals were still in use in the western world. John MacArthur mentions four primary truths that emerge from this figure of speech.
Security:  Nothing can be changed or tampered with after the seal has been affixed. 
Daniel 6:17  17 A stone was brought and laid over the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signet rings of his nobles, so that nothing would be changed in regard to Daniel.

Authenticity:  A certain seal would indicate that a certain person had sent the message or document.  The seal was intended to show that the content was authentic. 
1 Kings 21:7-8  7 Jezebel his wife said to him, "Do you now reign over Israel? Arise, eat bread, and let your heart be joyful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite."  8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name and sealed them with his seal, and sent letters to the elders and to the nobles who were living with Naboth in his city.

Ownership:  The possession of the deed with the proper seals proved ownership.  The seals were difficult to duplicate because they were in the possession of only one person. 
Jeremiah 32:10-12  10 "I signed and sealed the deed, and called in witnesses, and weighed out the silver on the scales.  11 "Then I took the deeds of purchase, both the sealed copy containing the terms and conditions and the open copy;  12 and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, in the sight of Hanamel my uncle's son and in the sight of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, before all the Jews who were sitting in the court of the guard.
Authority:  A binding decree could be issued because of the seal that it contained.  That seal made it authoritative.  It was the same as if the king himself had issued it. 
Esther 8:8  8 "Now you write to the Jews as you see fit, in the king's name, and seal it with the king's signet ring; for a decree which is written in the name of the king and sealed with the king's signet ring may not be revoked."

II. The Purpose of our sealing [1:14]

Ephesians 1:14   14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.
We are still down here on this earth.  Although we have been chosen and predestined, we have still not obtained.  The inheritance is yet future.  The actual time when God takes possession of us has not yet occurred.  God therefore sends the Holy Spirit to His dear children that they might have a taste of Glory.  
If a man agrees to make a large purchase and commits to pay the entire sum at a future date, he may give the seller a down payment or “earnest money.”   This would symbolize his intention to pay the entire amount.  The seller is able to enjoy some of the money now.  It is not the full amount and he will not be able to enjoy everything that the final sum will bring, but he definitely has a taste and some benefit from his purchase. 
We know something of the surpassing power of God.  We have been taken possession of by God even though we have not received the entire inheritance.  We nevertheless enjoy His blessings now in this life.   Your enjoyment is not all deferred to heaven.  Listen to some of the things that the Scripture says about this: 
1 Thessalonians 3:9   9 For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account,

1 Peter 1:7-9   7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

Galatians 5:22  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
Do not be a Christian sour apple.  Life is difficult, but God has already given you a pledge of all your joy to come.  Love, Joy and Peace are yours now.  You may spend some of your earnest even today. 
III. The Reason for their Pastor’s prayers [1:15-16]

Ephesians 1:15-16  15 For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the saints,  16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers;
Paul knew these people personally.  He had been their pastor.  He knew that others were praying for them but he too was full of thanks for the news of their faith and mutual love.  We have noticed before that the love among the brothers is vital and primary with God.  He is deeply displeased when the brothers and sisters will not love one another.  Paul is just praising God for the Ephesians.  What a shame that just 30 years later Jesus had to say this to that same church. 
Revelation 2:2-5   2 'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;  3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.  4 'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  5 'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent.

I can tell you as your pastor that nothing you do will bring me more joy than to love the other brothers.  By this I do not mean just the ones in our assembly.  Notice how Paul expands the definition of church in this verse when he says “all the saints.”   Do not let your mind retranslate this verse to read “your love for all the saints you like” or “all the saints that come to your church” or all the saints that you think are good enough to be loved by you.”  God is pleased by our love for “all the saints.”  I can tell you most assuredly that even if you disagree with or observe sin in other saints, God will still be pleased if you love them.   Love is not compromise with evil.  It is not approval of evil.  It is not participation in their sins, mistakes or doctrinal errors.  It is the way we keep our testimony pure and bright and it most decidedly pleases Christ. 
IV. The Prayer of their Pastor’s Heart. [1:17-19]
Ephesians 1:17-19  17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.  18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.
What should a pastor want and pray for his people?  Does he just want them to come to church or not “rock the boat?”  Does he hope they won’t get mad or sick or depressed or apathetic?  
Here God reveals through Pastor Paul exactly what His heart is toward the brothers and sisters in the church.  God desires two vital things here.

That you might know Christ and that you might know about the great blessings He bestows on you.  Both of these are works of the Spirit who reveals Christ and supplies wisdom for you to understand Him. 
  This is how He expresses them through Paul’s writing. 
· That you will have a spirit of wisdom and revelation for the purpose of knowing Christ.  Who is this man Jesus?
My friends,  God’s generosity, kindness and mercy to us are so glorious that it takes the Holy Spirit to reveal it to us.  The human mind cannot grasp what God has done for His beloved children.  Paul has told the brothers at Ephesus about it in this chapter.  Now he begins to pray that the Holy Spirit might reveal Christ to them.  One might say, “I already know Christ.”  But you do not even partially apprehend the majesty and intensity of His love for you.  I am praying now and have prayed this very prayer for you.  It is the Holy Spirit who reveals Christ to us.  The Scripture is a product of the Spirit and is therefore the only sufficient means to make Christ as glorious as He, in fact, is. 
Revelation 1:12-17   12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands;  13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, [He is our priest] and girded across His chest with a golden sash. [He is our High Priest]  14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; [He is pure and sinless] and His eyes were like a flame of fire. [He is all seeing and all knowing]  15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, [He is beautiful in His purity]  and His voice was like the sound of many waters. [He is Sovereign and Overwhelming]  16 In His right hand He held seven stars, [He is the revealer of God to man] and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; [When He speaks His Words strike like a sharpened sword] and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. [He is the light of the world, even the entire creation]  17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me [He is full of tenderness and compassion toward us], saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, [He had no beginning and will have no end.  He is the Eternal God]
· That your hearts will be enlightened

Again, Paul prays that our spiritual eyes will be given spiritual light.  Christ cannot be apprehended with the mind alone.  This is a major error.  Equally, grievous is the idea that He cannot be apprehended by the mind at all.  The first give rise to a dead orthodoxy that knows nothing of the Christ we just saw in the book of revelation.  The second creates a false Christ.  He is the Christ of our own imagination and as such is no Christ at all.  
Paul prays that our hearts will be enlightened to know three things about Christ.  Here they are: 

· The Hope of His Calling
How great is our hope in Christ?  Beyond measure in everyway.  While men ponder the meaning of life we know that we were created and redeemed for the “Praise of His Glory.”   While men fear the circumstances of their lives we know that God is at work to care for us in everyway.  Paul speaks here of the “hope” of His calling.  Listen as he explains it to the Romans. 
Romans 8:28-39   28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.  31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?  33 Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies;  34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, and who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 Just as it is written, "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED."  37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

· The Riches of the Glory of His Inheritance
Paul has spent a great deal of time on this already in this opening chapter. Listen to these riches again. 
Ephesians 1:3-14  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight  9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him  10 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him  11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,  12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.  13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

· Every Spiritual Blessing [not some or even many spiritual blessings]

· Holiness before Him

· No blame in His presence
· Made His legal sons

· Fully able to give Him glory

· Recipients of His Love
· Redeemed [purchased by His blood]

· Given lavish amounts of wisdom and insight
· Knowing the mystery of His will

· Knowing the kind intention of His heart

· Obtaining already and inheritance

· Our very selves are a praise to His Glory

· The Surpassing Greatness of His power toward us
Ephesians 1:19 - 2:1 … in accordance with the working of the strength of His might  20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,  23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.  

This is already your possession.  Please notice again what the prayer is.  Paul is praying that we might have enlightened hearts to apprehend this particular power.  What then is the “surpassing greatness of His power toward us?”
· It is as powerful as God Himself.  It is supreme, sovereign power. 
· It was demonstrated to man through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead and the exalting of Him to the right hand of the father. 

· It is a power that placed Christ above everything else in the universe

· It is an eternal power with eternal results
· It is a power that subjects the entire creation to Christ
· It is a power that makes Christ supreme over the church which is filled with the glory of Christ.  

CONCLUSION: 
God has set His affection upon His children.  He did this before He ever created the world.  You have always been known by Him, but at a certain time of His choosing you heard and believed the Gospel.  It was the means that God has determined for saving us.  This is why we preach Christ.  It is God’s ordained method for making Himself known to men.   If I plead with sinners to repent I do nothing extraordinary.  Jesus invited men to come to Him because He knew that to be the only way to be saved. You do not need to be a brilliant theologian or an accomplished speaker to tell someone that you have heard and believed that Jesus Christ forgives sins and takes men to heaven. 
When men believe they become the possession of God and are sealed until they actually reach their destination.  They will reach it unmolested by the Devil or the world. God’s signet ring provides for our protection. 
Not only that but we are also given a small down payment on our great inheritance.  With it we enjoy God in this life and anticipate the greater joy of the life to come. 
Why are men content to live without the love of Christ? How long has it been since you thought to yourself, “I cannot live without experiencing the tender love of Christ.”  “I must sing to Him or pray to Him or I will certainly not be able to go on.”  
The Glory of Christ cannot be known apart from the Spirit of God.  To know anything of the splendor of Jesus will require the help of the Holy Spirit.  He will act through the Word of God.  Knowing Christ is not and cannot be an intellectual pursuit.  I will teach you everything I possibly can but it is what I do before I come to preach that will ultimately count.  I pray for you.  I call out your name before the throne of God because I know that no matter how much time I put into the sermon, only the Spirit of God can open your eyes to the glory of Christ.  What would you risk to be in love with Jesus Christ?  How about some of the control you exercise over your own life.  Many believers do not want God getting out of the box they have constructed for Him.  They have carefully described Him and they even know a great deal about Him.  
Now I ask you this.  Do you want to see the Surpassing greatness of His power or are you content to only know it exists.  Paul taught about it and then prayed that his hearers would experience it because he had turned Christ loose in His own life and could not live without the glory of His unhindered presence in his life.  This is how Paul described it. 
Philippians 3:7-10  7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,  9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,  10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;
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