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Introduction:

Today we want to begin a study of the book of Ephesians because we are a new church.  seeking to discover God’s intention for His own body in this world.   Time has a way of dulling the memory.  After being married for a number of years, couples often forget what it was that drew them together.  That car or other item that seemed to promise satisfaction just a few years ago seems strangely unimportant today.  
It only takes about two generations for the church to forget what it was founded to do and be.  Although probably founded by Pricilla and Aquilla, the Ephesian church was actually pastored by Paul himself for nearly three years. Like Ephesus, other Christian churches began around 35-40 AD, but by 90 AD Jesus already had real issues with all but two when He addressed them in the book of Revelation.  We observe in Scripture that churches like people have a propensity for forgetfulness. 
We can illustrate this by asking ourselves the following questions:  What is the reason for the church in the world?  Can we readily give the answer?  What are its priorities?  For whom does it exist?  Is it an institution?  If it is not an institution, then what is it exactly?  These questions and many like them demonstrate that we are not always fully aware of what the Scripture says about the Church in the world.  
As we study Ephesians we will find the answers to these questions and more.  Today we will focus on the foundation of all teaching about the church.  What we will learn about the church itself will take several weeks of learning from this Ephesians, but the foundation is put down in these first 12 verses.  What then is that foundation?  God, through Jesus Christ conceived and then carried out a “single way” to redeem sinful men and rescue them from eternal separation from Himself.  The Church is built entirely on “What Christ Has Done for You.”  
It is fitting that we should start here this morning.  Each month, on the first Sunday, we remember Christ through the communion worship.  It was never intended to be a ritual.  We are not performing a task but doing something that reminds us of a loved one. 
Nothing I can think of will draw our spirits to worship Christ more than pondering the immensity of His selfless love for us.  This is exactly where Paul begins as he reveals the mystery of the Church to a waiting and wondering Christian world.  

The Surpassing Worth of Christ permeates the entire New Testament, but is particularly vivid in these opening verses of Ephesians. This morning we will look at three manifestations of His Worth to sinners: 
· The surpassing Affection of Christ

· The surpassing Value of the Cross 

· The surpassing Inheritance of the Saints
Paul was in a Roman prison.  He is not free to do as he wishes.  The great missionary and theologian is now confined and able only to send a letter out to this fledgling church.  What will he say?  Will he tell of his great suffering or of the sleepless, anxiety filled nights.  Will he wonder out loud how he could have come to such an end when he had devoted his life to the Savior?  
No. Paul chooses to bask in the love and affection of Christ.  From his dank surroundings he passes on the blessings which are poured out daily in his own life.  “Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”   This is the desire of every pastor’s heart.  May you live in the grace of God and revel in the affection He sheds on you, experiencing the peace that comes from knowing that our God is the Sovereign Creator of the Universe. 
I. The Surpassing Affection of Jesus for you. [1:3-6]
· Every Spiritual blessing is yours [3]

Ephesians 1:3   3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

Paul finds it difficult to speak without giving some praise to God.  It flows off the tongue of the redeemed…or should.  Before launching into the description of God’s blessing for us, he blesses God.  How does a man bless God?  We think of blessing in a somewhat convoluted way because of the religious priestly act of blessing another person. The actual idea is more like singing the praises of God.  The word “eulogy” is the root Greek word.  The difference between us when we sing the praises of God in speech and God when He speaks is a matter of considerable difference.  We may lift up our voices to praise but when God speaks the creation responds to it. 
2 Peter 3:5-7 …by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,  6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.  7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
When God blesses you, He acts on your behalf.  It is not like the bogus blessing of a priest.  It is the pouring forth of actual benefits intended for His beloved children. 

These blessings come right out of the presence of God Himself.  They are blessings in “heavenly places.”  That is to say their origin is in heaven, where God is. 

· Acknowledgement and Affirmation are yours. [4]

Ephesians 1:4  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love

This is a point where many believers begin to chafe.  I know that many people are bothered by the thought of election and predestination and I have heard many reasoned objections to it.  Perhaps you have heard them as well:  If God has chosen us then where is our freedom, our autonomy?   If everything is predestined, then why should we strive to live for God and keep ourselves from sin?  These and other questions do arise in our minds.  May I say that I do not object to your questions about such things but before we ask them again let’s just take a good look at what God is saying to you in these two verses. I would ask you not to depart from the text for a moment. 
If you were fortunate enough to be born into a loving family where your father was rich and generous and most importantly cared for and loved you deeply would you ever say, “Where was my freedom to choose the family that I would be born into?”  If this father arranged things so that you would never fall into snares or sins that would ruin your life would you ever say, “What about my rights to choose my own family?” 
Paul, from prison is exalting the name of Christ because He chose to bring us into His family.  You may ask these other questions later, but right now you must stay in the text with me.  God, from eternity past knew you as the person you are and set His affection on you.  Furthermore, He literally moved heaven and earth to bring it to pass.  You my dear friend are beloved of God. 
· Sonship and Kindness are yours [5]

Ephesians 1:5  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,
Your destiny is so very very secure.  Did you know that.  Your eternity is not in jeopardy.  Nothing can change your relationship with God because He has made you His child.  You can never stop being the child of your parents.  Stay in this text with me now.  Your eternal destiny is to be a child of God.  God Pre-destined it to be so.  God knew you before creation, set His affection on you and then Pre-Determined that you will always be His own dear child.  Paul adds this delightful insight into the character of God.  We could imagine I suppose many reasons why God might do something like this, but the Scripture tells us that it was because the intentions of His will are kind.   God is your very own and kind Father.  
· A life that reflects Christ is yours [6]

Ephesians 1:6   6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Perhaps you are one who never feels like you are able to give glory to God.  You see others who seem to have ways of doing it.  Perhaps you hear the preacher and think that you need to have some speaking gift to glorify God.   Our text tells us that the very fact that God chose us and predestined us is glory.  Your existence as His dear child is a continual praise to His Glorious Grace.  
“Grace”  Possibly the most delightful word in the Christian vocabulary.  By it God destroyed sin and death and poured out favor on the undeserving.  He bestows it freely as if there were no end to it, because it is infinitely a part of His glorious being.  It flows to us through His Son at the Cross of Calvary. 
Can such love go unsung?  How do mere men worship a God of such surpassing love and affection?   Jesus taught us how.  

1 Corinthians 11:23-24  the Lord Jesus on the night in which He was betrayed took bread;  24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 

Serve the Bread

We are going to pause here to remember Christ so as to worship Him.  Remembering is the first step in all true worship.  We have remembered today.  The Scriptures have reminded us.  As we eat we will do it to remember our Lord Jesus until He comes again. 
II. The Surpassing Value of the Cross  [7-9]
· Redemption and Forgiveness are yours [7]

Ephesians 1:7   7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace

Again,  through grace God purchased us at the cost of His own Son’s life.  Redemption is not just a dead theological term.  It is a release from bondage affected by the paying of a ransom.  In other words, you were enslaved by sin and unable to ever free yourself.  God bought you and the payment was the blood of Christ. 

At the same time He forgave you your sins, again, because He is full of grace.  My friends, if God can show you such grace, can you not show it to others.  Has anyone ever offended you the way you have offended God.  Jesus showed us how to bestow grace to others by giving it to us.  
· Lavish abundance along with wisdom and insight are yours [8]

Ephesians 1:8 …which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight
Something is lavish because it is more than you need.  We lavish our affection on a loved one by going beyond the measure that might be considered enough.  This is how God cares for you.  He also gives you wisdom and insight to see His overwhelming affection for you.  
· Knowledge of God’s purpose is yours [9]

NAU Ephesians 1:9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him
It was God’s intention to save you from your hopeless and helpless state.  It was a kind intention!  Would you not agree that it was a kind intention.  The Bible calls it a mystery here, not because it cannot be understood, but because it cannot be known until God reveals it to men.  That is exactly what He is doing here.  God is making His kind intentions known to you.  
III. The Surpassing Inheritance of The Saints [11-12]

· We have already obtained an inheritance.
Ephesians 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,

This inheritance is already obtained.  We do not hope we will obtain it.  In the sovereign purpose of God he Pre-determined that we would obtain it.  It is therefore, “obtained” in the mind of God and should be in ours as well. 
· Our very fact that you are God’s beloved is “to the Praise of His Glory.”

Ephesians 1:12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.
Why did God do all of this?  To make Himself Glorious in the universe.  If this strikes you as self-serving, we would have to agree.  Who else in all creation is worthy to be served.  When we glorify ourselves, we put ourselves ahead of others and God.  When God glorifies Himself He does the only logical thing that can be done.  The creation is most blessed when God is revealed and when God is revealed it is always glorious.  The creation needs to see the Glory of God and we are unable in ourselves to reveal it.  That is why God works to bring glory to Himself.
NAU Habakkuk 2:14 "For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea.

Incredibly, your very redemption brings praise in the creation for the glory of God.  What a remarkable joy belongs to the chosen, predestined, adopted, heirs of God.  We are to the “praise of His Glory.”
CONCLUSION:

The communion of the church is with Jesus Christ Himself.  He is the foundation and the building.  He is the spring and the water.  The church is built on Him and it is built for Him.  We error when we build the church for men.  Although there is great benefit to us in a Godly Church, the church exists to praise His glory.  
We come to the Table of the Lord because He is our beloved Father.  Who would not wish to eat the freely provided feast with their own Dad?  God the Spirit even insists that we belong at this table. 
Romans 8:15-16  15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,
And why do we belong here?  Because through the Cross,  Jesus took our sins on Himself.  What we could never do for ourselves, Christ did on our behalf.  Having purchased you from your slavery to sin, leading to death, He then lavished on you every conceivable blessing.  
Romans 8:32  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 

Lastly, but certainly not leastly, we have an eternal inheritance from God.  It is not hoped for like an earthly inheritance.  Any number of possible circumstances can conspire to rob us of an earthly inheritance.  This one is already obtained because it has been predetermined to be so.  And what God determines by His will, He will carry out by His sovereignty.  And how can we be so certain of all this?  Because God tells us that by doing all these thing God has established in the very midst of Satan’s domain a body of “bought” and “bathed” believers, who’s very existence declares that “He is the Glorious God of Creation.”  I therefore say with Paul, 
Romans 8:33-39 33 Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies;  34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 Just as it is written, "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED."  37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

I invite you once again to come to the table of the Lord.  This time you will drink a simple cup and you will remember that God so set His affection on you that His own Son poured out His blood to redeem you.  
1 Corinthians 11:25-26  25 In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."  26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.

Serve the Cup
When John the Baptist was out along the Jordan preaching, he daily admonished men to repent because the Kingdom of God was at hand.  If the Kingdom then certainly the King as well.  After having preached  the Scripture records that;
John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

I say to you today, “Behold Him!”  “Behold the Lamb!”
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