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Introduction:

The Scripture clearly establishes the purpose of Spiritual gifts in I Corinthians 12. From the Bible we understand that the following principles regulate the gifts: 

· They are given for service to the Body of Christ.  In other words, they are for the building up of the body, which includes its instruction and comfort.  
· The gift I have is for you or others.
1 Corinthians 12:7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

· The gift you have is for me or others.

· We all need each other.  There is no unimportant gift.  
1 Corinthians 12:20-22 20 But now there are many members, but one body.  21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."  22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary;
We take care of one another.  Anything that claims to be a spiritual gift needs to be evaluated in the light of these assertions in I Corinthians 12. 
Spiritual gifts were intended to be almost unseen in their operation.  Like all things that the Spirit does, they were intended to display Christ and Christ like behavior within the Body, which is His church.   The Holy Spirit works in the background, regenerating the spiritually dead and lifting up Jesus as Lord. Jesus Himself spoke of the coming of the Spirit this way. 
John 16:13-14  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.

Today, however, when we mention Spiritual Gifts, our minds are immediately drawn to consider displays of power and supernatural appearing events.  Tongues, prophecies, healings, miracles, and visions often come to mind.  It is actually beyond the scope of this message to evaluate everyone of these gift claims.  This morning we will evaluate the “gift of languages” or tongues, in the light of God’s revealed purpose for spiritual gifts. Remember, God has revealed to us that spiritual gifts:

· Are given for service to the Body of Christ.  They are for the building up of the entire body.  

· Given to us so that we might serve others. 

· Reveal and meet our need for one another. There is no unimportant gift.  

1 Corinthians 12:27-31 27 Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.  28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they?  30 All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they?  31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.
Let’s start in I Corinthians 13.  Widely knows as the “love chapter,” this passage is situated right in the middle of Paul’s instructions concerning Spiritual Gifts.  It is a continuation of the instruction given in Chapter 12 which we just read. The Scripture places it here because the teaching on love is crucial to understanding gifts.  Paul has been explaining the mechanics of service in Chapter twelve [we are like a body and the individual parts exist to serve the whole].  The attitude of service in Chapter 13 is the hinge on which this door swings.  Only service done in love is of any value to the church or to the Lord.   
In this chapter Paul asserts that various gifts will stop.  There is really no question that this will happen.  The only question is when will it happen?
1 Corinthians 13:8   8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.

We sometimes call these gifts, “sign gifts” because Paul later told the Corinthians that tongues was a sign to unbelievers concerning the judgment of God. 
1 Corinthians 14:20-22   20 Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature.  21 In the Law it is written, "BY MEN OF STRANGE TONGUES AND BY THE LIPS OF STRANGERS I WILL SPEAK TO THIS PEOPLE, AND EVEN SO THEY WILL NOT LISTEN TO ME," says the Lord.  22 So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is for a sign, not to unbelievers but to those who believe. 
Paul was quoting from Isaiah 28:11-12 in this passage.  There the prophet was warning Israel that if they would not hear the plain speech of the prophets they would hear instead the unintelligible speech of the Assyrians as they invaded their land and destroyed it.  Paul explains to the Corinthians that this ability to speak in a foreign tongue was intended as a sign to unbelievers and not as a means to edify the church.  The church is edified through prophecy.  [I Cor. 14:2-3]
This morning we will examine four vital teachings concerning Spiritual Gifts: 

· The meaningless and even uselessness of gifts that are practiced for the benefit of their possessor.  [13:1-3]
· The surpassing value of love in regard to all things we do, but especially to service for Christ in His body The Church. [13:4-8a]
· The temporal nature of the gifts most valued by men. [13:8b-10]
· The eternal focus of love in our service for Christ.  [13:11-13]
I. The meaningless and uselessness of gifts that are practiced for the benefit of their possessor. [13:1-3]

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.
Paul is going to metaphorically use himself to indict the Corinthians for the way they selfishly ignore the principles of service for Christ within the body.  Notice the different ways he does this.   He mentions their speaking, their prophesying, their faith and their good works. 
Their speaking.  For some reason speaking is a snare to many.  While most men hate to do it because they fear they will fail or make a fool of themselves, those who do do it with some degree of proficiency are incredibly prone to pride and self-congratulation. When a man or woman speaks and others listen and are impressed by what he says….let the speaker beware!  This is a snare to his soul. 
Some use this verse to assert the existence of an angelic language with which a man might speak, but Paul is not using the Greek language in this way at all.  He more accurately is saying, “even if I spoke with the languages of men and angels….and had not love….”  In other words the most impressive speaking abilities imagined count for nothing without love. 
The pagan deities of the Corinthian’s day were worshiped with ecstatic utterances or gibberish along with the clanging of gongs and cymbals. The church has been called to something more excellent than pagan worship.  
Their Prophesying.   Still in this same subjunctive mode Paul says that if he possessed prophetic abilities that would allow him to know ALL mysteries and have ALL knowledge, it would still be meaningless.  The Corinthians were probably not making such sweeping claims.  Even if they did, their prophecies would be useless without love.  
Their Faith:  Much is made of faith today as well in the times of the Corinthians.  There are those who claim that if you believe anything hard enough it must happen.  Now I have a simple question to ask at this point.  “If this is true then who is it that rules your life and the universe in which you live?”  No, my friends, Faith is not believing what you want so hard as to make it happen.  It is believing what God says so hard as to never falter.  God grants the gift of faith so that we may trust and rest in him.  Paul describes an aberrant use of faith and says, even if you could do such a thing, it would still be useless.
Their Good Works.  Good works are the other besetting pride of men.  They go to great lengths to congratulate themselves for what they do, but wait…Why do they do these things.  I have watched many interviews with people volunteering for disaster relief.  When asked why they did it, I have never heard a person say they did it for love of men or God.  They always say something like this.  It makes me so fulfilled as a person.
In a church gone mad with gifts and signs, Paul seeks to bring some sanity into their thinking.  Paul asserts that even if he could trump them in everything they do, but did not possess love, it would be useless or worse.   
II. The surpassing value of love in regard to all things we do but especially service to Christ in the body. [13:4-8a]

This brings us to the surpassing value of love.  It is the key element in the Christian life.  It is more important than faith.   I will show you.
· Jesus said the entire law of God depended on it.

Matthew 22:36-40 36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?"  37 And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  38 "This is the great and foremost commandment.  39 "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'  40 "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."

· It is the comprehensive goal of the Christian life. 
Romans 13:8   8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.
· It is that which drives all other virtues.
2 Peter 1:5-8   5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,  6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,  7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.  8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

· It is the goal of all instruction for the Church. 

1 Timothy 1:5 5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.

· It is the only totally distinguishing mark of a believer. 
John 13:35   35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
· Without it we have no acceptable or viable testimony for Christ. 

Revelation 2:1-5  "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:  2 'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;  3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.  4 'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  5 'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent.
The Corinthian church was like the church at Ephesus.  They had lost their first love,  but they did not even know it.  In their ecstasy and self centeredness they had forgotten to love Christ and then one another.  By the way it must always be in this order.  Love of Christ always precedes love of men. 

Now let’s look at the surprising nature of love. Time will not permit us to look at every attribute of this Christ produced love.  For our purposes today we will look at four of its most startling attributes.   It is said to be: 

· Does not seek its own.  Spirit produced love is never self love.  It is not surprisingly, a love for God and then for others.  The Spirit came to glorify Christ.  It therefore follows that when the Holy Spirit gives us love, it is for the most glorious a precious Son of the Living God.  Because Christ loved us we ought to love one another. 
1 John 4:10-11   10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
· Keeps no record of wrongs.  Those in possession of such love can say with Christ, “Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.”   If you are keeping a list of wrongs then you do not have this kind of love. 
· Rejoices in the truth.  Whenever and wherever it is preached.  If the gospel is being preached by someone you don’t like of disapprove of….well, you get the idea. 
· Never fails.  This does not say that we never fail.  It says, “love never fails.”  We are to love Christ who is God.  God is love.  “Love never fails!”  
No amount of success in the church will trump this.  In fact without it there is no success in the body of Christ. Often this is the first casualty of a successful ministry.  The brothers are merely the asset upon which the successful ministry is to be built.  We must have people if we are to have success.  
Let us say instead, “Lord, give me love, that I may love as many people as you will bring into my circle of life.”
So far Paul has discussed the meaningless of all religious activities, even activities of the Spirit of God unless they are accompanied by the Love of God.  He has taken time to explain what love is.  We have only looked at some of its most blessed characteristics.  Now the Bible turns its attention to the temporary nature of these gifts.  This is Paul’s way of showing the surpassing value of love. 
III. The temporal nature of the gifts most valued by men. [13:8b-10]
1 Corinthians 13:8-10  8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.  9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part;  10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.

The Bible mentions three things that are going to stop.  Prophecy, tongues and knowledge.  As I mentioned earlier, they are going to stop.  The only question is when. Now you will have to follow me closely at this point as we look at these three gifts and what is actually said about them.  Prophecy and knowledge are grouped together in this passage.  Notice verse nine. “For we know in part and we prophesy in part.”  The two are also grouped together in verse 8 in the following way:
Both “Prophecy” and “Knowledge” are said to be “done away” with.  This is a Greek word meaning to “abolish” or to “deprive it of all force.”  In other words something will make these two gifts stop.  There is some disagreement among very conservative and godly Bible teachers over what exactly will make these stop.  I can say this for certain.  Although we are very tempted to want “the perfect” in verse 10 to be Jesus, it is almost certainly not Christ that the Holy Spirit had in mind.  The word “perfect” is in the neuter and Christ is never referred to that way.  This word can be written in the masculine but was not.  The two other viable ideas are:  
· The Scripture, because it renders the need for Spirit produced prophecy and knowledge unnecessary.  God has revealed Himself in The Written Word as He did in the Living Word.  
· The Eternal State, because God will be present with us all and there will be no need for prophets or those with the gift of knowledge. 
The main point here is that they are not permanent. The Corinthians like some believers today, were obsessed with these gifts to the exclusion of all else.  Paul first says these gifts are useless without love. Then to further drive home that point says, they are temporary and will be abolished by something that was still future in Paul’s day.
Tongues on the other hand, is in a category by itself.  It is said of tongues that they “will cease.”  The Greek verb means that it will “cease of its own accord.”  It will not be acted upon like prophecy and knowledge but will merely cease.  It could be translated, “die out.”
There is sufficient evidence to believe that the cessation of the gift of languages has in fact already occurred.  Let’s consider a few of them. 
· The tongues that are practiced today do not match what was practiced in New Testament times.  The New Testament reveals them to be actual languages.  The word “tongue” is still used today in the same way.  “He was speaking his ‘mother tongue.’”

Acts 2:7-12  7 They were amazed and astonished, saying, "Why, are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  8 "And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to which we were born?  9 "Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,  11 Cretans and Arabs-- we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God."  12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" 
· It was given to authenticate the New Testament Gospel.
Hebrews 2:3-4  3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard,  4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will. 
Remember that “tongues” is one of the “signs”. [I Cor. 14:22] God was testifying to the validity of what the Apostles taught after the Lord had ascended into heaven.  Paul used this argument with the Corinthians in his second letter when he said, 
2 Corinthians 12:11-12  11 I have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually I should have been commended by you, for in no respect was I inferior to the most eminent apostles, even though I am a nobody.  12 The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles.

If every believer possessed these signs then they certainly could not be those things which marked a true apostle.  They had to be unique to the apostles. 

· The Generations that followed the Apostles [church fathers] did in fact testify that the gifts had ceased.  

Origen, in the third century, and Chrysostom, in the fourth, both disparaged the accounts of speaking in tongues, and rejected its continued validity. Augustine, early in the fifth century, asserted that glossolalia was a sign adapted only to biblical times" 

The comment by the great preacher Chrysostom [born 347 AD] commenting on the references to tongues in 1 Corinthians, said,  "This whole place is very obscure [but the obscurity is produced by our ignorance of the facts referred to and by their cessation, being such as then used to occur, but now no longer take place" (Homilies, XXIX, 1)

· The gift of languages was specifically said to be a sign to unbelievers. 

1 Corinthians 14:22   22 So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is for a sign, not to unbelievers but to those who believe. 

· It is mentioned only here and in the book of Acts which is a history book.  The last mention of it in Acts was in chapter 19.  As the history continued to be written it was not mentioned further.
This is what we know so far.  All manifestations of Spiritual power are meaningless if they are self-serving.  Christ did not send the Holy Spirit to give us a rush or make us look important in the eyes of others.  The Spirit’s purpose is to testify to the glory of Christ and transform His children into His likeness.   Any gift that cannot demonstrate these primary functions should be immediately suspect. 
It is love that is all surpassing in value and not manifestations.  

Lastly, The Bible said that two of the most spectacular gifts would be abolished and a third would simply “die out” on its own accord.  That which is temporary and dependent on love for its entire meaning should not be the focal point of the Christian life.   

IV. The eternal focus of our service for Christ is love.  [13:11-13]
1 Corinthians 13:11-13  11 When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.  12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.  13 But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.

If there is a defining characteristic of a child it is self-centeredness.  One of the signs every parent looks for is that first glimmer of selflessness.  This demonstrates maturity. In these terms Paul concludes his remarks about the nature and purpose of gifts. Just as Paul grew up humanly, we are to grow up spiritually within the family of God. The Scriptural principles we have looked at today will help us to that end…so: 
Do not worry about what you do to serve God as much as you do why you do it. Please do not do anything unless it is because you love Christ and love the brothers and sisters. 

· Hold yourself to the standard of the Scriptures.  You can know how love looks and how it behaves.  Memorize these verses if you have to and then apply them to your own heart, marriage, family and church. 

· Remember that nothing you cherish in this world is eternal. 

· Love! Love is the greatest of the immaterial realities that exists. 
1 Peter 1:18-23  18 for you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you  21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,  23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.
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