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Introduction:

When Paul wrote to the Roman church he had four important things he wanted to instill in them before presenting his teaching on service for Christ.  The full impact of a passage like the one we will study today can only be appreciated in the context of the entire letter.  Therefore, let’s look quickly at these four vital truths before we unwrap the verses in Chapter twelve. 
Romans 1:18-20   18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.

· God is self evident.  The Bible teaches that all men know He exists.  This is because His works declare His existence and His glory.  It should not surprise you that the attack on Biblical creation is unrelenting and unprincipled.  If there is no creator then the entire concept of knowledge and accountability is banished in a single blow.  The knowledge of His Existence, His Invisible Attributes, His Eternal Power and Divine Nature are all suppressed today.  Evidence that might discredit evolution is carefully ignored or suppressed as is any discovery that might tend to affirm the creation model.  This has reached the point where the evidence for creation is not allowed to be presented to young minds.  Its power is feared by those who suppress the truth.  
Romans 3:20 20 ….. by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

· Man is guilty before God and cannot justify his actions or thoughts in any way. Slowly, like a master attorney making his closing arguments, Paul cuts off every means of human justification.  Man cannot claim ignorance for God has made Himself plain to them.  He cannot appeal to his religious birth or ritual for God never intended to use those to justify men.  He cannot claim to have kept the 10 commandments because again, God endowed them only with the power to condemn and not to justify men.  The Scripture itself then pronounces the verdict.
Romans 3:23-26   23…. all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;  25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed;  26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

· Although we cannot save ourselves, God freely justifies those who come to Christ because Jesus died for our sins. Mankind is cut off from God by His fallen nature and his sinful behavior.  When God removed Adam and Eve from the garden He made it virtually impossible for man to return to Him. 
Genesis 3:24  24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.

I never cease to be amazed that men who claim to know something about the nature of God and man will imagine that they can storm the gate of God’s throne room and return to His presence and favor in their own strength.  From that fateful day in Genesis three until now, God became the initiator of all relationships with men.  And that is why Paul would finish up his summation with these words: 
Romans 11:32-36  32 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all.  33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?  35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN?  36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.

· God is sovereign in creation, but is so rich in mercy that He devised and then carried out our salvation through Jesus Christ.  It was God’s intention to save man Himself.  This is necessary because of our propensity to self-congratulation and self-righteousness. The mercy and compassion of God is severely diminished when we do not see the whole picture of God’s dealings with men. 
But, there is also another danger that Paul observed among the redeemed.  Once our spiritual eyes are opened so that we see how hopeless and helpless we were before Christ came for us, we may draw from that an incorrect conclusion.  Let me put this another way.  Once we see how righteous our Lord is and how sinful we are we may conclude that we could never please God.  This is absolutely incorrect belief, but is nevertheless an opinion held by countless believers I have met.  Our text then deals with four vital issues for our life and service in the Church. 
They are: 
· Don’t Think Too Lowly of Yourself  [Romans 12:1,2]

· Don’t Think Too Highly of Yourself [12:3a]

· Do Think Soundly of Yourself [12b-6]

· Do Act on Your Sound Thinking [12:7-13]
Let us consider them from our text this morning. 

I. Don’t Think Too Lowly of Yourself  [Romans 12:1,2]
Romans 12:1-2  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
Paul has revealed the surpassing mercy and glory of God in saving us.  We are understandably in awe of it.  Here is the surprise:  Based on our condition and God’s supremacy in salvation, we are urged to worship Him acceptably.  God is actually bidding us to true worship and He will define and clarify it for us as well. 
Worship of God has become confusing in our day.  Is it the music?  The “worship leader” in many churches is now synonymous with the “song leader.”  This is not to say that music is not worship, but it is a dangerous trend to equate the two.  Perhaps you will remember about 2 months ago when we studied from the Scripture the three principle elements that must be present for worship?  They were:
· Remembrance:  God must be know through His Word and remembered for His glorious mercy in our lives. 
· Submission:  When we remember God in His glory our proper response to Him is submission.  Jesus set the example the night before His death when He said, “Not my will but yours be done.”

· Service:  Having done the other two things in proper sequence we are now able to serve God acceptably in worship.  God is primarily served in worship, but true worship also includes service.  We are about to be instructed in that service, but first we must cross this bridge. 
The problem often faced by believers who understand the surpassing greatness of God is a sense of unworthiness and worthlessness.  In his exhortation, Paul pleads with us to come to the altar and sacrifice.  All the language in this verse reminds the Jewish reader of the sacrifice.  All three of our steps are present in this verse.

Remembrance:   “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy.” The word translated “by” in the NASB is also consistently translated “in view of” or “on account of.”  This is how it should be understood here.  Paul is calling us to remember what has just been said at the end of chapter eleven.  As you well know the chapter divisions were never in Paul’s letters.  He is continuing his thoughts from eleven.  We are to remember the surpassing greatness of God and His gracious and abundant mercy to us.  “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!”  Are you not overwhelmed by His kindness?  We are called to remember. 

Submission:  “Present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice.”  The word “present” speaks of carrying something before the altar.  The word “sacrifice” is the word used in the Old Testament to speak of the offering. Here it has the modifiers, “living” and “holy.”  God is urging us to come before Him and offer ourselves.  This is not our souls or spirits only.  The word translated “body” clearly indicates your physical body.  Of course God wants your soul and spirit as well, but when He gets your body He will get those too.  
The children of Israel got into trouble on more than one occasion by offering unacceptable sacrifices to the Lord.  Our first reaction upon hearing this exhortation in Scripture is, “there must be some mistake.  How can my body be acceptable to God?”  The answer to this is simple and strait forward.  

1 Corinthians 6:20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

Peter makes it even more precise. 
1 Peter 1:18-19  18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  
You are not to think too lowly of yourself.  You are chosen and washed in the blood of Christ. You are acceptable to God. 

Service:  This offering is said to be “your spiritual service of worship.”  It is logical or “agreeable to reason.”  Paul contends that it makes perfect sense to serve God this way. It is in fact exactly the service that God desires from His children.  
Do not think that you are unacceptable to God.  The exact opposite is true.  Christ has made you acceptable to God.  You now have in you possession this morning everything necessary for an acceptable offering to the Living God of Creation.   The only actual question today would be, “will you actually give it?”
II. Don’t Think Too Highly of Yourself [12:3a]

Romans 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

If many believers struggle with believing themselves unacceptable to God there are also those who imagine themselves more important to God than is warranted.  Such a person may be a dynamic leader or gifted speaker.  He may possess extraordinary abilities to organize or promote the church of Jesus.  Perhaps he has met with outstanding success.  All of these things that any servant of God wishes for also comprise this snare.  Listen to how God dealt with Paul on this subject. 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10   7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me-- to keep me from exalting myself!  8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me.  9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

Here then is the reality of our standing before God.  
If you consider yourself to be so lowly and ungifted that God would have no use for you then you are counseled to repent of that.  Christ has chosen, redeemed and regenerated you.  You are of infinite value to Him and may freely offer yourself to His service. 
If you are naturally and spiritually gifted, it is the Lord God who has made you such.  You are counseled to repent and give praise to God alone for what you have received. 
Well, if we are not to think too lowly of ourselves nor too highly then how are we to think?  This is slightly more difficult than it appears at first glance.  We are tempted to say, “we must think just right” or “somewhere in between too lowly and too highly.”  The problem is that there is a large range within these two extremes.  We are to think soundly, but what exactly does that mean. 
III. Do Think Soundly of Yourself [12b-6]
Romans 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

Apparently, God has granted a boundary to our service.  Paul is exercising his own gift in this passage when he exhorts the Romans “through the grace given” to him.  Paul refers to the gifts of the spirit with a derivative of this word.  They are called “grace gifts” or those which are bestowed freely rather than on the basis of merit.  
We are to think about our gifts this way.  It is the “sound” way.  God has bestowed the gift of service and has given a measure of faith to exercise it.   Our text goes on to explain it this way: 
Romans 12:4-6   4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function,  5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly:

It is our differences that make us the church.  When Christ builds His church, also called The Body of Christ, He places its individual members into it with different functions.  The human tendency is to esteem our own gifts and value what we do.  I have lost track of the times I have heard a believer say something like this, “How come there are not more people coming forward to do….”  It doesn’t matter what that job is.  If our minds are not fixed on service for Christ we will quickly resent the fact that we are one of just a few or perhaps the only one serving in this manner.  This is not “sound” or correct thinking.  
God instructs each of us to use the grace gift we have to serve faithfully.  Every time you are tempted to criticize the brothers or sisters remember this truth and instead, thank God for the gift and faith He has given to them. It is my intention to assist you in discovering the area of service that God has gifted you for and called you to.  What follows here is a sampling of them and an exhortation concerning their use. 
IV. Do Act on Your Sound Thinking [12:7-13]
Romans 12:6-8  if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;  7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;  8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
Notice how the Scripture here pulls out seven gifts and encourages those who possess them to use them with diligence.  After all, this is a gift that God has given you and when it is used it blesses His other children and pleases the father.  Let me just look at these very briefly because  the point of this passage is actually not to teach on “Spiritual Gifts.”   It is to teach on service.  The grace gifts are a means to that 

	The Grace Gift
	The Way in Which it is to Be Used

	If Prophecy
	Exercise it is much as you can possible trust God for.

	If Service
	Then go out and actually serve.  The gift is only valuable when it is used. 

	He who Teaches
	Again,  What good is it to be a teacher unless you actually teach someone. 

	He who Exhorts
	Make sure you know what it means to exhort and then do it.  Your gift is for someone else and not for yourself. 

	He who gives
	Do it generously.  Every one can give but some have an extraordinary measure of faith to give.  They do it generously.

	He who Leads
	Apply all diligence to this.  The New Testament is full of advice and commands about those who lead in Christ’s Church.  You cannot just assume leadership. 

	He who shows Mercy
	Mercy delayed or begrudged is pathetic and lacks power.  The cheerful giver of mercy is a delight to the church and to Christ.


A WORD OF CAUTION at this point.  We are about to look at a list of Grace Gifts that the Holy Spirit bestows upon Christ’s children. The possession of any gift does not exclude you from doing some of the other functions in the body.  I do occasionally  

CONCLUSION:

The proof of what I just said above is found in the closing verses of our passage. 
Romans 12:9-13   9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.  10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;  11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;  12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,  13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.

All service is clothed in these garments:
If you do not really love the people you are serving then God knows it.  It is better not to fake it.  Much of the time it becomes apparent to others as well.  If you do not have love for the brothers or do not even know what that means then by all means pray and ask God to show you in His Word what it means to love.  Begin you study by observing how Christ served you by going to the cross in your place. 
Shun evil and pursue that which is intrinsically good.  Jesus said, “There is no one good but God alone.”  God is the ultimate good in the universe.  Pursue Him!!
Be devoted to one another.  This means “loving natural affection”  It is probably the deepest of natural human love.  It is the love of a parent for a baby or a child for their parent. 
Give preference to one another in honor.  Simply put, open the door for one another.  Consider the wants of others more important than your own.  Quit thinking about yourself.  Families are the first training ground for this character trait.  The church is the next one. 
Diligence applies to whatever you do.  If you are showing love be diligent.  If you are giving honor do it consistently.  What ever you do don’t be sporadic about it. 
Fervent means “on fire.”   Don’t assume room temperature in your service for the Lord.  Do not follow the Laodicean example and be lukewarm.  
Rejoice in Hope.  You do this by staying in the Word and under it as well.  Jesus is the sovereign Lord of Creation.  He is our hope 
NAU Colossians 1:27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Persevere in tribulation.  God is with us.  He knows our needs and our limits.  He is intent on blessing us.   Besides this, life is filled with difficulties.  If we turn back at the first sign of trouble it is like withdrawing our commitment to serve. 
Pray, pray, pray.  It is the heartbeat of all Christian service.  It shows our dependence.  It assures that we will never think that we made things happen.  It unleashes the power of God in your life and on an unsuspecting world. 
Give, give, give.  Because God has given everything to you.  You do not need to fear.  God has plenty more money where that came from.  You can give to God’s children.  He approves. 
Practice Hospitality.  Literally love strangers, but it has come to mean more than that.  It means to make room in your heart for others.  To welcome people into your intimate circle of family and friends.  Open your heart to Christ’s other children.
As you can see,  “Spiritual Gifts” are  about serving and serving is about worshiping.  Service in the Church is the acceptable worship of God.  It begins by the giving or offering of your body for that purpose.  You are acceptable to God!  You are equipped by God!  You are wanted by God!
Romans 15:5-7  5 Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus,  6 so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  7 Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.
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