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Introduction:

Matthew 16:18 I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
When Jesus said these words, what exactly do you suppose He intended to build?  He Himself was leaving the Earth and He made that clear to His disciples.   If Jesus was going to be the master builder then the building was to be done by remote control.  

Jesus did give a little more insight to this statement as He neared the cross when He said, 
John 16:12-14   12 "I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.

The master plan then, called for the supernatural building of a spiritual church.  It’s creation is the work of Jesus through the agency of the Holy Spirit.  It cannot be identified with a building, race or denomination.  It is seen visibly when ‘professors’ of Christ gather to worship Him, but we are instructed to always think of the church as the people who belong to Christ. 
Colossians 1:17-18   17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.

Two analogies are used by Paul in I Corinthians to sharpen our understanding of what the church is.  One is bread and the other is the physical human body. 
1 Corinthians 10:16-17 16 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?  17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.
Bread is a collection of flour, water, salt, yeast and oil.  By themselves they are unattractive as food.  Together they form a universally desirable food. 
The Body is composed of various parts that create a whole.  A foot alone or an eye left unattached to on optic nerve are of no value to the body.  

1 Corinthians 12:18-21 18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.  19 If they were all one member, where would the body be?  20 But now there are many members, but one body.  21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."

It is in this context that God gives Paul the text that we are studying together this morning. It is an important text for you.  It is crucial to your health in the body of Christ. 
I.  Paul is determined that we should know this. That means it is important
1 Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.
The use of the word “unaware” is an unfortunate choice in my opinion.  It is actually the word that we get “agnostic” from and means simply, “not to know” or “ignorant.”  When we say unaware the response is something like this.  Of course, I am “aware” of the existence of spiritual gifts.  But the real question is, “Do you know the following things about them?”  
Paul uses this exact same phrase is several other places in his epistles when he is concerned that people are ignorant of things they really need to know for their own good. Remember, Paul is speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit when he says this, so it is not a stretch to say that God really wants you to know the things that are coming in this passage.  Here are two of the other things the Scripture feels strongly about us knowing.

Romans 11:25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in.
1 Thessalonians 4:13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.

Furthermore the word “gifts” in your Bible, is not there in the Greek.  It is supplied to make better English.  It may be that this is the idea that the Holy Spirit had in mind, but it can just as easily be translated this way: “Now concerning spirituality brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant.”  
I think that this last translation is in fact the way we should look at this passage.  This does not nullify the idea that Paul will speak about spiritual gifts because gifts are contained within the larger topic of spirituality.  As you well know, many people consider their gift as the prime evidence of their spirituality. 
So we now have a slightly larger context.  The Bible wants to identify genuine spirituality and caution men against arrogantly assuming that they have it. Humility is the pressing need of the Corinthians.  
Let’s find out what we do know.  I am sure we are all aware that spiritual gifts are mentioned in the Bible.  You are probably also aware that there are people on TV and in churches who emphasize their use.  The question at hand this morning is this:  Do we know what the Scripture teaches about them?   So let’s just give ourselves a little quiz. 
Quiz:

· Is there a false power in the world that can imitate the power of God?
· Do you know how to tell if a power that you see is of God?

· If not, how do you determine if the Holy Spirit it at work in someone?

· Do all the gifts have the same purpose and importance before God?
· Does every believer have a spiritual gift given to them by God?

II. There is a force behind false gods that can and does lead us where it wants us to go.  [12:2]
1 Corinthians 12:2 You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, however you were led. 
The NIV gives a slightly clearer rendering of this verse when it says: 
NIV 1 Corinthians 12:2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols.
Let’s start with what the Corinthians did know.  This church was predominately gentile.  In fact, the word translated “pagan” here is actually the world typically used in the New Testament for “gentile.”  What this means is that they were not steeped in the Old Testament law like the Jewish converts.  They did not grow up in an atmosphere of Jewish ethics and morality.  Instead they were fully given over to the false and demonic religions of their city. In their immorality they considered themselves “spiritual.”  Their godless behavior was done as part of their religion.  What was their city like?  Let me give you just a little background.
Corinth at the time of Paul’s writing was a crossroads city.  It commanded two good harbors.  One opened toward the West and provided clear passage to Italy while the other offered access to Western Asia.  The two ports were separated by the “Isthmus of Corinth” and were not mutually accessible. The Corinthians had actually built a paved road that allowed them to move boats overland from one harbor to the other. Several hundred meters of it have been excavated and can be seen today. Corinth became a logical point of transit for ships and people passing from one continent to the other. 

The intense mercantile nature of the city also produced a profusion of unseemly moral behavior.  It can be observed even today that places where people do not live, but merely pass through, either on business or vacation, invite immoral behavior.  Not surprisingly the unregenerate are reluctant to display the full measure of their depravity in plain view of family and friends.  Corinth was so well known in the ancient world for its immoral behavior that the classical Greek word “corinthiazesthai” (“to behave like a Corinthian”) was commonly used to describe all manner of debauchery and immoral behavior. 

Corinth had at least 12 temples.  Positioned on the acropolis was the temple to Aphrodite also known as the “goddess of love.”  According to John MacArthur, “the temple normally housed some one thousand priestesses, ritual prostitutes, who each night would come down into Corinth and ply their trade among the many foreign travelers and local men.” 

We know from reading Paul’s first Epistle to this church that many of the Corinthian believers had come out of that type of moral cesspool and some were obviously being enticed back into it.  (I Corinthians 6:11 and 5:1)

In such soil the Corinthian church sprouted and took root.  Paul first preached there on his second missionary journey. (18:1-22) According to the text of Acts he had little success in the Synagogue and actually ended up preaching right next door.  One notable Jewish convert was Crispus the leader of the Synagogue in Corinth but apparently much of the church was founded through the conversion of gentiles who came right out of the debauchery of their local culture. 

Not only that, but there is a force behind that which denies Christ and it is able to lead us along to do its bidding.   Paul is warning the Corinthians and us that this same false spirituality is in the church of our day as well.  Just because something happens within the walls of a church building or on a Christian radio or TV station does not make it Spiritual. 
So when Paul reminds them of how easily they were led to follow this false religion of mute idols, it is a clarion call for sobriety and humility. We are warned with them that our culture will take us in.  Deception becomes the norm.  The ability to distinguish true and false spirituality is the foundation of discernment. 

III. We are to be Warned and Instructed in the Biblical Way to Discern the Validity of Spiritual Activity that We Observe or Experience. 

1 Corinthians 12:3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus is accursed"; and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.
More accurately we might say they are true exhibits of evil spiritual power.  Believers need to know the difference.  These false powers speak and claim to be “of God.”  They often do so with extraordinary commotion or accompanying signs.  The Bible therefore tells us not to focus on how something is said or done, but to give careful attention to what is actually being said. 
Generally, the spirit world does not need to give much thought to what they say.  Men are ignorant of what God says and prescribes so when they lie about it people can easily be persuaded by the display.   Trances, visions, voices from the other side and ecstasies are all useful in that.  But, God wants us to pay attention. His point in these first three verses is this:  Do you remember how deceived you were when you were unregenerate pagans?  Be careful, you can still be easily deceived.  
“This test that Paul sets forth in verse 3 is primarily a test of the spirit who inspires a man’s speech. Let the Corinthians remember there is a pagan spirituality, that as pagans they were spirit-led, but that leading comes from a demonic spirit who hates and opposes the lordship of Christ just as Satan did and will do to the end. Every person who is spirit-led then is not necessarily led by the Spirit of God. Those who are led by the Spirit of God will profess Jesus as Lord, and they will be led to intimacy with God, not away from Him by deceit.”  Bob Deffinbaugh
The Bible here is referring to the historical Jesus.  The very son of God who became a man and went to the cross.  It is not some theoretical religious concept that is in view.  The test here is what men say about the actual nature and works of Jesus. 
There is a very specific situation defined here as well.  It has to do with things men say in an audible voice.  Notice that in verse 2 Paul reminds them how they were led astray by dumb idols.  In verse three he is warning them that they can be led astray by evil spirits that speak as well.  Apparently they were somewhat dazzled by those claiming to speak in or by the spirit.  The test here is two fold.  There is the negative and the positive aspect of it. 
"Jesus is accursed" This term universally means something devoted to destruction.  Look at it this way in order to get the true sense of this phrase.  Those speaking are saying, “Jesus deserved His destruction on the cross.”  He was a criminal and a sinner and as such was unredeemable. Pliny the Roman Historian records that any who wished to recant their Christianity and burn incense to Caesar had to swear in Latin, “Jesus is Accursed.”  Now who would say such a thing?
· Someone speaking under the control of a demon might say it. 

· The Jews said it repeatedly in the gospel and continued to assert it in Paul’s day. 
Matthew 27:22-25 22 Pilate said to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" They all said, "Crucify Him!"  23 And he said, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they kept shouting all the more, saying, "Crucify Him!"  24 When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this Man's blood; see to that yourselves."  25 And all the people said, "His Blood shall be on us and on our children!"
· Some of the Christian Gnostics of Paul’s day taught that the “Christ Spirit” left Jesus before His death and He therefore died as a cursed man on that cross.”
It could be any or all of these things, but you can mark this down: Paul says The Holy Spirit of God is not the driving force behind any of these utterances.  I doesn’t matter how magnificently they are uttered. 

“Jesus is Lord” is a key to this passage.  Now let me stop for just a moment and say a word about how this verse is constructed in the original language. The cursing of Jesus consists of mere words.  A man is speaking and as he speaks he says, “Jesus is an unredeemable sinner. He is not God and never was.”  [my paraphrase] 
This second statement however, is altogether different.  “Jesus is Lord” is a confession.  It goes like this, “No man has the ability to say, “Lord Jesus” except by the Holy Spirit.”  Now this is a key point.  Any liar can come and say that they believe Jesus is Lord.  That is not at all what is in view here.  The Corinthians and you need to be clear about it.  When people come to your door and say they believe in Jesus we have a right to know if they confess Him as LORD.  This is the confession of Christ as the Sovereign Lord God of the Universe.  It is the exact opposite of the blasphemous accusation that precedes it in this verse. Christ is Lord.  We cannot make Him Lord.  He is the Sovereign God of Creation.  Notice just two places where the apostles preach that. 
Acts 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ-- this Jesus whom you crucified."
Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;
What does “LORD” mean here?  In the Greek OT it was the word which meant Yahweh or Jehovah.  When the apostles used it they meant exactly that by it. Notice that Paul consistently refers to Jesus in this passage.  Jesus is “God the Son’s” human name.  It is this Jesus who is God not merely the “Christ Spirit” within Him.  Make no mistake about it.  Jesus is LORD means Jesus is God.  Listen to how John put it. 
1 John 4:2-3 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.
1 John 4:13-15 13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.  14 We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.  15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.

Let me just sum up what has been said to this point.  

· Paul believes that the Corinthians are ignorant about true, valid God produced spirituality. 
· He reminds them of how easily they were deceived about it before they were converted to Christ.  They were led away then by idols that could not even speak.

· Now there are men speaking.  Their speaking was often dramatic and mystical in nature.  Sometimes in a trance or with other languages.  
· Anyone speaking, no matter how they speak, who makes Jesus out to be a mere man is not speaking by the Holy Spirit. 
· Likewise, no one can truly confess Him as LORD except by the Holy Spirit. We are to discern these two things carefully. 

IV. The Gifts of the Spirit are Diverse and yet Unified in their Source.  

1 Corinthians 12:1- 4 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.  6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.  7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

The Holy Spirit is the unifying source of a great deal of variety.  The word for gift find’s its origin in the word for grace and therefore means, a gift of grace; a favor which one receives without any merit of his own.  The gifts are likened to parts of the body later in this chapter.  They are all different and distinct but are fully integrated and unified by the Body itself. 
As the Spirit works in all these ways it is the LORD who is actually working. God is giving us the opportunity to be the means through which He will work in this world.  This is sobering, humbling and should be affirming.  Christ loves you and has enlisted you to serve Him by serving in His Church. 
CONCLUSION: 

All manifestations of the Spirit of God are for the good of the Body of Christ.  Every gift bestowed is for the good of someone other than yourself.  Even with this in mind we see how the Spirit works everything to honor Jesus.  Let me show you how in closing. 
Jesus told Peter that he could only confess Him as God because of the work of the Holy Spirit in his life. 
Matthew 16:15-17 15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ the Son of the living God."  17 And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.
This just reinforces Paul’s Point here.  It is the Spirit of God that causes men to see who Christ really is and confess Him as LORD.  The same Spirit is at work in the world today doing exactly the same thing. Jesus promised He would send Him and specified His duties. 
John 16:13-15  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.
Lastly, but this is really just the beginning for us, The Holy Spirit will enable us to serve one another within the Body of Christ.  He makes each one of us a part of it.  He gives us skills that other members do not possess.  He calls us to serve Him by serving one another.  “Other centered” thinking is not the same as “man centered” thinking.  Man centered would say, “what can I receive by being in the church of Jesus?”  Other centered thinking would ask, “What can I contribute to the Church of Jesus?”  
What this means to you:

· God has given the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to the Glory of our Risen Jesus.  

· God has given you the means to discern true spirituality.  It is submission to and confession of Jesus Christ as Sovereign LORD of all.
· The same Holy Spirit that opened your eyes can and will open the eyes of others. You need only be the means of introducing them to Him.
· The Spirit has equipped you to serve Christ.  Do not fear such an awesome privilege.  Plunge into it.   

Regardless of how we serve in the Body we are serving Christ. When you choose to clean, prepare food or host a dinner you are serving Christ. Please notice that it is the same LORD.  Our gifts give us latitude of service.  Dear friends,  please serve someone in the body for it is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

Colossians 3:23-24   23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.
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