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Introduction:

Up until chapter six of Romans Paul has designed his arguments to prove that men are not able to justify themselves in God’s sight by any means available to them.  The term “Justification” is a legal term meaning that God declares us righteous when we personally are not.  Men have always struggled with this notion.  Much of what passes for religion and good works in the world is rooted in the idea that “salvation” is not a gift from God, but must be earned in some way.  Paul, the legal expert, sets out to argue his case that all men are lost without the intervention of Jesus Christ on their behalf. Let me show you how he does that in the first 5 chapters of Romans. 
· He shows that all men are sinful, but at the same time are universally aware of a righteous God and their own desperate state.  Ignorance will never serve as an excuse before God in the Day of Judgment. 
Romans 1:19-20  19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.

· In Chapter two he shows that self-righteous and judgmental behavior will never serve to deflect our own guilt away from us.  When men point out the sin of others they are in reality drawing attention to their own.  This is not the same thing as preaching Christ and pointing out the standing of all men before God.  It is the justifying of ourselves by pointing to the sin of others.  God is not fooled by it. 

Romans 2:1-3  Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.  2 And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things.  3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?

· Paul shows that the most important religious rituals will not justify us before God.
Romans 2:25  25 For indeed circumcision is of value if you practice the Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.

· He teaches that man can not even justify himself by keeping the law [10 commandments] perfectly.  God does not consider it sufficient. 

Romans 3:20 20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

· Good works are good but they cannot justify a man before God.  

Romans 4:2-5  2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  3 For what does the Scripture say? "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS."  4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due.  5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,

The Scripture disallows all the things that men use to justify themselves before God.

· Ignorance

· Self-proclaimed righteousness

· Hypocritical judging of other’s sin

· Religious rituals

· Even the keeping of God’s very own law 

In chapter five we see the real reason why man cannot justify himself before God.  Here is the foundational truth for the understanding of ourselves and the behavior of men in general.  We are born lost and in need of a savior. Our own natures do not seek God and our own minds will not embrace Him with faith. Paul teaches us that because of Adam sin has passed to every man. 

Romans 5:12  12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—

But men say,  “how is that fair?”  Do you mean that we are in this human condition because of what someone else did?  To this the Scripture responds with a resounding YES!...but wait.  The Bible also asserts that we are justified or saved by what someone else did.  If men are condemned by the sin of Adam then they will certainly not be allowed by God to justify themselves. This, my friends is the Gospel. What Adam caused only Christ can fix and it is available to you freely through faith in Christ. 

Romans 5:15  15 But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. 

Romans 5:18-21 18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.  19 For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.  20 The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,  21 so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Romans concludes this portion by asserting that men are justified by faith apart from works and it is therefore a free gift from God. No level of sin is beyond the reach of God’s grace.  God simply applies as much grace as is needed to justify the guilty sinner who comes to Christ alone for salvation. 
The response to this news was met in Paul’s day with cries of disdain.  If Salvation is given on the basis of Christ’s sacrifice alone what incentive does anyone have to live a godly life?  If God is so rich in grace that He will merely apply more of it as the level of guilt rises, is this not unjust?  Can believers just sin as much as they want so that God can just continue to offer them Grace?
Romans 6:1-2  What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?

With this statement the Scripture begins the teaching on how Christ broke the power of sin in our lives.   What we have been discussing until now is how God broke the penalty of sin.  He did that by sending Jesus to take the punishment that belonged to you. 
2 Corinthians 5:21  21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

We will look at three important truths this morning.  A careful understanding of them will furnish the foundation for a righteous life.  

I. Justification is what God does for us.  Sanctification is what God does to us.

The forgiveness of our sin and our hope of heaven were procured for us by Christ alone.  What Adam did, Jesus undid.  Your only hope of salvation is through the offering of Christ on the cross.  This is clearly what God through Christ did for us. We call it Justification by Faith alone and we have considered it at length already this morning. 
What God does to us is another story, but one that is bound hand and foot to Justification.  The Bible does not teach that a man can be justified and not sanctified. But we know our own hearts.  We know how we struggle with sin and how we long to overcome it.  How can we say that we are sanctified when we wrestle with so many failures and sins? That is because the Bible teaches that we are “sanctified” by God at the moment of salvation, but our knowledge of, and obedience to, the Word of God is incomplete at that time.  Living in the Word will result in our “practical” or “visible” sanctification in this life.  
Let us see what the Bible actually has to say about sanctification.  The word itself means, “purify or consecrate.”  That last word has the idea of setting apart something for a special purpose.  In this sense God has set you apart for transformation and purification at the moment He redeemed you from sin.  Let me just show you in the Scripture that this is true.  

· The outward behavior of men does not always determine if they are sanctified in this sense.  The Corinthian Letter was written to a church with deep sin and personal weakness.  Nevertheless they are addressed by Paul as “sanctified.”
1 Corinthians 1:2  2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:

· Our sanctification is part of our election.  It is procured for us at the time of salvation and is therefore our destiny.  We are not on our own after we are saved.  God works His plan in us and this is His plan. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14  13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  14 It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

· God has determined your sanctification as surely as He has your salvation.  

1 Corinthians 1:30-31   30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,  31 so that, just as it is written, "LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD."

· God will bring about your sanctification by His own power.  It is not in your power that you make yourself pure.  
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24  23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.

When we come to Romans 6, we come to the other part of sanctification.  Here we find one of the means God uses to do this purifying work in our lives.  This is the ongoing aspect of Sanctification that we all struggle with.  A large part of the New Testament deals with these means.  We will look at this one in depth this morning. 

II. God does not just save guilty sinners through grace.  He also changes them miraculously and definitively. [6:2-5]
When Paul asks this question he is changing the subject for the first time in the book of Romans.  He is no longer discussing what Christ did to procure our right standing before God.  For the rest of this chapter he will tell how God changes the heart of the men and women He saves.  

· The transforming and empowering of men is part of God’s election and choosing.  He does not merely pick men off of some cosmic assembly line and place them in a box marked “for delivery in heaven.”  His choosing is for the purpose of transformation and fruit bearing. 

John 15:16   16 "You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.

· When Christ saved you He also washed you clean.  We have become a vessel fit for the Master’s use.  Again, men are never saved and left in their previous condition. 

Titus 3:4-6   4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,

· We Have been baptized into Christ

It is this spiritual washing that Paul had in mind when he begins Romans six. He speaks of baptism here, but the context clearly reveals that the Scripture is speaking of a spiritual event and not an outwardly visible one.  After we consider the spiritual event spoken of here we can make some applications to the significance of the outward or physical baptism. 

In response to the question, “shall we go on sinning so that grace can abound,” Paul begins this teaching. 

Romans 6:3-5  3…do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?  4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,

The word “baptism” always means to “wash,”  “cleanse,” “submerge,” “bathe,” or something like that.  It carries with it the idea of being put into the water and not having water put on you.   The Scripture is using the word in a spiritual sense here but the word retains its meaning nevertheless.  Remember, words have meaning and their symbolic use is useful only if we know the meaning of the word.  
“baptized into Christ”  Because men knew the meaning of this word Paul was able to use it to illustrate what happens to the believer spiritually at conversion.  “We are placed into Christ.”  This is vitally important because we are all born in Adam and therefore separated from God. When Paul wrote the Corinthians he made that about as clear as possible. 
1 Corinthians 15:22   22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.

This is the means God uses to take us from Adam “The Old Man”  and place us in Christ “The New Man.”  We are “placed into Christ” and become part of His Body the Church.  But there is more here.  The text tells us that, “we have become united with Him.”  

The word “united” here is a word that is brimming with meaning.  Here are its primary meanings: 
planted together; born together with, of joint origin, congenital, innate, implanted by birth or nature; grown together, united with; kindred 
This spiritual baptism that occurs at the time of our salvation, not only places us into vital union with our very own savior, but imparts to us unimaginable deliverance from sin.  Stop and think;  Every one knows that when you die you will quit sinning.  
Romans 6:7 for he who has died is freed from sin.
Perhaps you have even had the thought that you will be happy for death, when you can quit sin for good.  Romans tells us that at salvation we have been placed into vital union with Christ who died.  This is exactly what Paul meant when he asked in verse 2, “How shall we who died to sin still live in it?” 

Because we have been born together with Christ we are therefore His kindred.  Just as Christ conquered death and sin and rose again, “so we too might walk in newness of life.”

The baptism of the Spirit therefore forms the basis for our practical sanctification.  Christ did not only deliver us from the penalty of sin but also from its power.  It is precisely this truth that Satan wishes you NOT to know. But the Scripture shouts it plainly and so do I. 

Romans 6:9-10  9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him.  10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.
Thayer’s Greek Lexicon gives the following comment on our union with Christ. 
“We have become united with the likeness of his death” means (that likeness consists in the fact that in the death of Christ our former corruption and wickedness has been slain and been buried in Christ's tomb) It is part and parcel of the very nature of a genuine Christian to be utterly dead to sin.  “We shall be united also with the likeness of his resurrection means, our intimate fellowship with his return to life will show itself in a new life consecrated to God.” 
Baptism in water is for those who have been baptized into Christ. It is for an outward sign of an inward reality.  It declares to a watching world that we have been united with our Savior in His death and resurrection.  The mode of immersion is fitting because nothing else so visualizes and pictures the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is an act of submission and obedience to Christ because through it we identify ourselves unreservedly with our dear Savior.  We say in effect, “I have decided to follow Jesus, No turning back!  No turning back!

So far we have seen that: 
· Justification is what God does for us while Sanctification is what God does to us. 

· God does not merely save sinners, but also transforms them at the moment of their regeneration and conversion. 

God broke the back of sin’s power over you.  How then are we to apply this reality in our Christian life?  Why do so many Christians never enjoy the fruit of a changed life?    
III. Men are changed by the Word of God.  You must know it in order for it to transform you. 
John 17:15-17  15 "I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.  16 "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

When Jesus prayed this prayer He revealed to us how we pursue a practical purity in this world.  The Scripture makes it plain that God does not require or even expect sinlessness from believers. 

1 John 1:8-10  8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.

It is through the Scripture that men are practically sanctified in this world.  We live in a day that does not cherish the knowledge of the Word of God.  The amount of Bible teaching that the average Christian receives is shrinking.  Satan and the world are also on the offensive, offering any number of substitutes for the Word of God.  May Christians now believe the Bible to be wholly inadequate for their 21st century needs.  So how does the Bible say that we are to be sanctified in our daily walk with Christ?  Our text reveals three steps.

Step One:  Know that Christ has not only conquered sin and death but that you have been supernaturally and spiritually “born” or “united” with Him.  As surely as Christ rose from the dead you are enabled to live a new life.  Peter echoes the same thoughts when he wrote:

2 Peter 1:2-4  2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.

Dear friends,  if sanctification comes through the Word of God, then how much effort should we assign to our knowledge of it?  Step One is to know the Truth.

Step Two:  Consider the reality of what the Scripture says.  

Romans 6:11   11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The word consider is the word we get “logic” or “reason” from.  God is calling upon us to take our logical and reasoned stand on what He says.  If the first 10 verses of chapter 6 are true then what are the logical implications?

You are faced with a genuine decision on this issue.  Either what the Bible teaches here is true or false.  If Christ not only saved us by His power, but also set us free from the power of sin, then we must stand upon this truth with unswerving conviction.  Do not allow yourself to believe that you cannot live consistently for Christ.  We will sin, fail, forget, grow tired and yes even rebel at times, but is this or is this NOT true?  If it is true we may return over and over to this simple formula.  We know Christ has set us free because He said He did and we are resting upon it with conviction.

Step Three:  Take Action.  This step is in two parts.  One negative and the other positive. 
The Negative:

Romans 6:12-13  12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts,  13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness;
Because we have only one body and one spirit we must stop yielding to sin before we can do the second half of this command.   Most of what I have heard over the years tends to focus only on this part of the teaching.  Perhaps you consider it enough just not to sin.  If we are having trouble with gossip or with lies we are tempted to believe that it is just enough not to do those sins.  The truth however is this.  No army ever one a battle by just not loosing.  If we assume a defensive posture against sin it will almost always win.  This is because our enemy the Devil never gets tired. He has endless troops to tempt and torment and they are able to remain in the battle without fatigue, day and night.  So the first step must be quickly and decisively followed by the second. 

The Positive: 

 Romans 6:13-14  but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.  14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
If you have trouble lying then don’t just stop lying.  Go out of your way to tell the truth.  If you know you are disobedient to a command of God don’t just stop disobeying but offer yourself to obey Him instead.  This then is the Biblical formula.  We are to take the offensive in our Christian walk for three reasons:

We know that Christ has already set us free from the power of sin by uniting us to Himself for all eternity.

We have determined to take our stand on what the Bible says and not on how we feel or think may be true of us.  Remember this:

· Satan will lie to you because he is a deceiver and when he lies he speaks his mother tongue.

· Your heart will deceive you as well.  David knew it was possible and so should you.  He prayed: 
Psalm 139:23-24  23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts;  24 And see if there be any hurtful way in me, And lead me in the everlasting way.

The Gospel good news is greater than most Christians imagine.  Not only did Christ save you from hell but He saved us from the power of sin in our lives; sin that enslaves us and crushes us.  It chokes the joy out of life and delights Satan who delights to rob us of our love for Christ.  Determine today to believe what the Scripture says here.  Know that you have been set free and revel in it.  Take your stand on it.  When you do you will be the very ones that Jesus spoke about when He said, 

John 8:31-32  31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;  32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."
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