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I. The Circumstances Surrounding the Event   [Introduction] 

To be properly understood, the events recorded in the second chapter of Acts need to be considered in their Old Testament religious context.  Although recorded in the New Testament, the birth of the Church took place in an essentially Old Testament setting.  Right up until the moment of Pentecost, all the participants were living in the Old Testament and looking for the fulfillment of those prophecies. Last week, we discovered that God had always planned to create “The Church” from among the gentile nations of the world.  The creation of the church was not plan “B” with God.  It was decreed and brought to pass exactly as God intended. 
Let’s begin our study of Pentecost by looking at a very significant statement made by Jesus Himself during His earthly ministry.  It was recorded for us by Matthew. 

Matthew 5:17-18 17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.  18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.

When Jesus came He was fulfilled every single prophecy regarding the Messiah.  We immediately think of several of them.
Born in Bethlehem [Micah 5:2]

Born of  Virgin [Isaiah 7:14]

Son of David  [II Sam. 7:16]
In addition to prophecies about Him, Jesus also fulfilled all the details of the Law.  Unknown to the Jews was this simple idea; God had given the law as a shadow or foreshadowing of the coming of His own Son and not as the means by which they would justify themselves in His sight.  The book of Hebrews explains. 

Hebrews 10:1 For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near.

So when Jesus asserts that He has come to “fulfill” the law and the prophets, He uses a word which in this context means to “turn them into reality.”  Some Bible teachers have suggested the phrase, “bring it to its logical and intended conclusion.”
Time does not permit us to look at all of the ways in which this happened, so we will choose Passover to illustrate the truth of this.  Paul told the Corinthians that Jesus was our “Passover.”
1 Corinthians 5:7-8  For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.  8 Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Let us just review some of what we learned during the Easter season:

· Jesus presented Himself in Jerusalem on the Monday of Passover week. [The exact day that the Passover lamb was chosen from the flock and set aside for the sacrifice later in the week]

· Jesus died on the cross at 3 PM on Friday [the exact hour that that lamb was to be slaughtered in preparation for the Passover meal]

· Jesus was placed in the tomb before the Sabbath began and arose “early on the morning of the first day.” [Thus finishing the work of the “New Creation” and resting perfectly in the tomb on the Sabbath Day]  

Jesus fulfilled the shadow of the law perfectly and unexpectedly.  After His resurrection He then appeared to His disciples for 40 days.  This is how Luke describes it.

Acts 1:1-5  The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach,  2 until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen.  3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.  4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me;  5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."

The disciples were therefore waiting in Jerusalem for about 9 days before Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to begin the work of calling out from among the gentiles a people for His name.” [Acts 15:14]

That brings us to our passage today.  The exact day is the “Day of Pentecost.  Pentecost means “fiftieth” and is the Feast of Weeks in Exodus 34
Exodus 34:22   22 "You shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks, that is, the first fruits of the wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the turn of the year.

Leviticus 23:16  16 'You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall present a new grain offering to the LORD.

Pentecost always came on a Sunday. It was one of three annual feasts and commemorated the Barley Harvest.  At this time the priest was to offer a first fruits offering signifying their confidence in God that He was the provider of the harvest.   
It was on this day that God chose to bring to reality the new harvest of grain from the fields of the earth.  God would now bring the harvest into His own barns and these men present would be the “first fruits.”

Besides these specific things we have considered I want to call your attention to several things as we begin our study of Acts 2.  

· The Church started in a supernatural way.  It was given birth by the Spirit of God and is alive to God. In this we clearly see that the Church was given its life by the Spirit of God and not by its pastor, elders or programs.  

· It was imagined by God and not by men.  They were just there waiting.  They had no idea what God was going to do. 
· It was instigated by God and not by men.  The coming of the Spirit was not sought by them.  The Spirit arrived unannounced with great fanfare. 
This is the Scriptural and religious background surrounding this event.  Now let’s look at the event itself. 
II. The Nature of the Event  [2:2-4]

Acts 2:2-4 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.
A. It was sudden.  They had not prepared themselves. They were however doing what Christ had told them to do…wait.  The imparting of spiritual life to men is sudden and unexpected.  
B. There were audible and visible phenomenon. The mighty rushing wind got the attention of the crowds and when they looked to see what it was they also saw the tongues of fire.  This probably looked like flames which are tongue shaped. 
C. All of them were filled with the Spirit.  Now Jesus had promised them that they would be “baptized by / with / in the Spirit.

Acts 1:4-5  4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me;  5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."

The only thing mentioned when the event actually occurs is the “filling” of the Spirit.  So what is happening here?  Does the Baptism of the Spirit always appear this way?  Is tongue speaking an indication of Spirit Baptism or Spirit filling?  
I think we can safely conclude that both a filling and a baptism took place on the opening day of the Church, along with indwelling, sealing, regeneration, adoption, and redemption. Jesus had predicted a baptism, but when the Spirit came, Luke speaks only of a filling. The filling was for the immediate supernatural signs that God was doing.  We need to study the rest of Scripture to discern what Spirit Baptism and Filling are.  The Scripture draws a sharp distinction between the two.  Let’s look at Baptism first. 

Baptism of the Spirit:  You will recall that we already noted that the coming of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost was in fulfillment of the symbols of this feast.  Jesus was fulfilling the Law and the Prophets.  This entire event is orchestrated by God to draw attention to the Church and to begin the work of the Holy Spirit on Earth.  Spirit Baptism was not available before this moment and therefore the Disciples had to wait until the Spirit arrived.  This does not mean that men today must wait for a special event.  In fact, the Scripture teaches that men are “Baptized in the Spirit” at the time of Salvation. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-14 12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized [Aorist Indicative Passive] into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  14 For the body is not one member, but many. 
Spirit Baptism is the way God puts us into the Body of Christ.  It is always spoken of in the past tense in Scripture.  The process is further explained by Paul in Romans six.  Here the Bible teaches us that God uses it to place men and women into vital and life giving union with Christ. We are united with Jesus on the deepest spiritual level.  God now sees us so tied to our Savior that we have died, been buried and then raised with Him.  This reality assures us of a new life walk.  
Romans 6:3-5 3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?  4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,

Titus speaks of the “spiritual” water without using the word “baptism.”

Titus 3:5-6   5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,

The Baptism of the Spirit took place on the day of Pentecost, as did all the other spectacular blessings that God poured out on His Church, but the Baptism is a one time act that occurs in the believer at the moment of salvation.  It is not linked to these signs of tongues even in the immediate context of Acts 2.  It just happens as the means of uniting us to Christ on the deepest possible spiritual level.

The Filling of the Spirit:  This is a repeatable and often observable work of the Spirit of God.  It describes an “enabling by the Holy Spirit” for tasks that would otherwise be beyond our capacity.  The manifestations of it are varied.  Here these men spoke in other languages without apparently knowing those languages.  The utterance of them was granted by the Spirit.  It was not a one time thing.  Peter was filled again in Acts 4:8

Acts 4:8   8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers and elders of the people,

This time Peter did not speak in tongues, but proclaimed Christ boldly.  

The main passage that teach on filling is found in Ephesians 5. 

Ephesians 5:18-20 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;

In this passage God actually commands us to be filled.  

First let me say a word about the word “filling.”  This is not as we might imagine an illusion to how much of the Spirit of God is filling up your being.  It is a word that primarily means “influence” or “control.”  We have a similar usage in English.  We might say that he was “filled with anger” or “filled with Joy.”  By this we intend that the anger or the joy has so captured this person as to control their hearts and make itself visible to the rest of us. 

In Ephesians, Paul starts his exhortation with a negative command.  The nature of that admonition gives credence to our understanding of the term “filling.”  Drunks are controlled by the alcohol and therefore live dissipated lives.  We are commanded to live under the control of the Spirit of God.  It is a life filled with song, joy and thanksgiving to Christ and the Father. 
Two other passages mesh perfectly with this one in Ephesians and give us the broadest possible understanding of what it means to be filled with the Spirit of God today. 

Colossians 3:16-17  16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

Here we learn that allowing the Word of Christ to dwell in you will produce those same blessed experiences on a regular basis.

Galatians 5:22-23  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Do you possess these qualities of character?  They are Spirit produced.  You can pray for them with expectation. God has commanded you to live in conscious dependence on Christ.  How long can you go into the day without pondering your utter dependence on Christ?  These are the marks of the Spirit Filling in our day. 
III. The Description of the Event [2:6-12] 
Acts 2:6-12 6 And when this sound occurred, the crowd came together, and were bewildered because each one of them was hearing them speak in his own language.  7 They were amazed and astonished, saying, "Why, are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  8 "And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to which we were born?  9 "Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,  11 Cretans and Arabs-- we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God."  12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another, "What does this mean?"
A. The people who gathered were hearing them speak in their own dialect. [6]

· This is not simply for the purpose of communication.  These people had a common language that they communicated in.  How else could they have been in Jerusalem for the celebration of a religious festival?  Also notice that they were saying to one another, “What does this mean?”   “The dialects were intended as a sign and not for communication.

1 Corinthians 14:22 So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is for a sign, not to unbelievers but to those who believe.
· This is not for personal edification.  When Peter stood up to speak the text does not reveal that he preached in tongues.  He used the common language that they all used.  The preceding sign had been just that; a sign.  God was saying, “now that I have your attention, this is what I want to say.”

1 Corinthians 14:3-4 3 But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation.  4 One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church.
· It was for the purpose of proclaiming “the mighty deeds of God” for a sign to unbelievers.  It was God’s chosen method to get these lost men to look at the glory of His mighty power.   

B. They were astonished.  This is exactly what God had in mind.  [7]

C. God was revealing Himself to them.  The Spirit was proclaiming the mighty deeds of God.  The first step in the conversion of all men is that they should see God in His might and glory.  [11]

D. They questioned. Men are converted when they begin to question their own lives and what they always thought was true.     [12] 

IV. The Results of the Event [2:13-40] There was a preaching opportunity.  
A. Peter begins his sermon with Scripture [16-21] and continues to preach from the Bible throughout the message. The first Christian sermon was expository in nature.  Peter knew that it was vital to let the Word of God speak.  
B. Peter Preaches Christ!  What does that mean exactly?  

	It does not Mean
	It does Mean

	The preaching of opinions we have about Christ.  
	The preaching of mighty deeds of Christ as revealed to us in the Scripture [2:22, 23]

	The use of words to make people feel better about their sin and consequently themselves.  
	The proclamation of our true standing before God.  It is God who will heal the repentant sinner.  [23, 36]

	The giving of opinions about what God thinks or desires.  The putting of Words in God’s mouth.  
	The proclamation of who Christ is and the Scriptural proofs of that. [23, 24] God is able and demands that He speak for Himself through the faithful and unvarnished proclamation of the Scripture to men.  The preaching of Christ applies the medicine to the injury.  Sin has wounded men to eternal death.  Christ alone bore the sins of men and conquered death in our behalf. [32-33]

	The offering Jesus as a partial solution to the problem of sin and despair
	The proclaiming of Jesus alone. He is the sole remedy for the sin and despair of men. He is the exalted LORD of all creation. [34-36]


V. The Enduring Effects of the Event  [2:41-47]
Acts 2:41-47 41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls.  42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles.  44 And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; 45 and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.  46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart,  47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.

A. There was conviction of sin.  

Acts 2:37-40 37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?"  38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

B. There was immediate obedience and submission to Christ. [41]

Acts 2:41  41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls.

C. There was immediate and continual devotion to The Scriptures and to one another. [42]

Acts 2:42   42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
D. They were united in mind, glad and transparent [46]

Acts 2:46  46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart,
E. They Worshiped God and had an impact on their culture [47]

Acts 2:47   47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.
My friends, Acts 2 showcases the work of the Holy Spirit in the church.  God gave unbelieving Israel a sign to capture their attention and proclaim Christ.  It is the preaching of Christ that established the church.  Peter focused almost entirely on Christ.  The Holy Spirit filled these men and enabled them to be the means to the proclamation of the “Gospel of the Glory of Christ.”   Paul sums it up well when he says,

Colossians 1:25-28   25 Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God,  26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,  27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  28 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.
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