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Introduction:  
We all know that Jesus was a Jew.  The disciples were also Jews.  The 120 disciples in the upper room and the crowds that followed Him were Jews.  Christ’s entire life took place in the Jewish homeland.  What else do we know about this?

· The Jews are God’s chosen people. 

· The entire OT provides the account of their creation and relationship with God.

· The Prophets preached primarily to the Jews 

· The tide of ancient history seemed to rise and fall on this tiny nation

· Even today, the world holds it breath over events surrounding this humanly insignificant people. 

Today we are beginning a study on “The Church of Jesus Christ.”  It is not about any particular church or denomination.  In weeks to come we will gain a clear understanding of how God recons His church.  We will know how we are to think of the church as we live our life here on the earth.  For now let me give a few basic truths about the church upon which, we will expand in weeks to come. 

· The church was started by Christ when He sent the Holy Spirit upon and into His disciples at the day of Pentecost. 

· It started in Israel and was primarily a Jewish institution. 
· It spread rapidly throughout the known world in less than a century. 

· It now stands in apposition to Israel and the Jews.  It is not a Jewish institution in any sense of the word. 

Now let us see how this last circumstance came to be.  When Paul began his missionary journeys from Antioch, he entered the synagogue in each city along his route. There he proclaimed the awesome news to God’s covenant people that the long awaited and prophesied about, Messiah had come in the person of Jesus Christ.  There was a mixed reaction to this news, just as there had been in Israel in the weeks following Pentecost. God extended the offer of salvation to the Jews.  Christ came for the Jews.  All this is clear in Scripture. Jesus Himself even made it clear when He taught. 
Matthew 15:22-28   22 And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed."  23 But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, "Send her away, because she keeps shouting at us."  24 But He answered and said, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."  25 But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, "Lord, help me!"  26 And He answered and said, "It is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs."  27 But she said, "Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their masters' table."  28 Then Jesus said to her, "O woman, your faith is great; it shall be done for you as you wish." And her daughter was healed at once.
But the Jews rejected their Messiah.  Yes, as a nation they did that very thing.  Paul was aware of it and describes the judgment that fell upon them because of it. Paul, the consummate Jew, knew full well what had happened to his people.  He too, was once blind to Jesus Christ.  The Jews cannot see their own Messiah even in their own Scriptures, but Paul proclaimed Him tirelessly until the end of his days because he was confident that God would reveal Christ through the Scripture to His own chosen ones.  
2 Corinthians 3:12-18  12 Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech,  13 and are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the sons of Israel would not look intently at the end of what was fading away.  14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ.  15 But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Nevertheless, there was a corporate, national rejection.  Individual Jewish men and women still come to Christ today, but as a nation they have rejected their God.  Nor are they true to the Father.  One might reasonably expect that they would reject the claims of Christ but still honor the Father and His Word and Prophets.  Not so. 
John 5:23-24 23 so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.  24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

This is true of you today also my friend.  The Scripture grants no place for the man who says he believes in God but not in Christ.  Jesus came revealing the Father.   The Father Himself testified that He was “His beloved Son.”  Jesus claimed equality with the Father and proved it by raising Himself from the dead.    
So, how did the gospel message end up almost exclusively in the hands of Gentiles?  Let’s look at the historical transition:  Paul and Barnabas had been commissioned and sent out to preach by the church in Antioch.  As they entered the cities they spoke to the Jews first, usually in their synagogue on the Sabbath day.  Luke records the events in Antioch Pisidia and in Corinth.  These two will serve to document the events of the day. 
· In Antioch Pisidia: 

Acts 13:46-48 46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, "It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.  47 "For so the Lord has commanded us, 'I HAVE PLACED YOU AS A LIGHT FOR THE GENTILES, THAT YOU MAY BRING SALVATION TO THE END OF THE EARTH.'"  48 When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.
· In Corinth:
Acts 18:5-10 5 But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.  6 But when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his garments and said to them, "Your blood be on your own heads! I am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles."  7 Then he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next to the synagogue.  8 Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his household and many of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized.  9 And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, "Do not be afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent;  10 for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city."  

Paul knew about the order of events.  It was revealed to Paul how God was going to carry out His previously stated purpose to make Himself glorious to the world 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  

This is an order of events.  God brought the gospel through the Jews and proclaimed it to them first.  It then went to the Gentiles.  It is a mistake to imagine that the church was God’s “Plan B.”  It was intended to happen as it did. 
This morning we will look at four truths from the Old and New Testament concerning God’s plan for the church.  In order to do that, we will also discover that Israel was always part of this initiative to take the gospel to the ends of the earth.  So we will look at God’s Covenant with Abraham, His broader purpose for Israel and His present attitude toward Israel and the Church. 
I. God’s covenant with Abraham  [Genesis 12:1-4]
Genesis 12:1-4 Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father's house, To the land which I will show you;  2 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;  3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."  4 So Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

No reason is given by God for His choice of Abraham.  Abraham was a pagan.  He lived in a major city full of commerce and idol worship.  Abraham serves as an illustration that God is the one who transforms the men and women He chooses.  He does not choose them because they are already transformed.  Joshua explained to Israel that Abraham and his family were idolaters.  God always does the transforming on the ones He calls. 
Joshua 24:2  2 Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'From ancient times your fathers lived beyond the River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other gods.
This was an actual appearance of God to Abraham and not just a disembodied voice from heaven.  
Acts 7:2-3 2 And he said, "Hear me, brethren and fathers! The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, 'LEAVE YOUR COUNTRY AND YOUR RELATIVES, AND COME INTO THE LAND THAT I WILL SHOW YOU.'

This was a tremendous incident in Abraham’s life.  You should try to imagine it by asking yourself, “what would it take to convince me to do something like this?”  God is always willing to oblige mortal men with great revelation for great callings.  We have no idea of how the event took place, but we could imagine it from those of Moses and others.  

God gave Abraham some very clear things to leave behind, but not much information on what lay ahead.  The key thing in this calling is God Himself.  Abraham left because he trusted God not because he had any idea where he was going.  In fact, in the beginning he had no idea where he was heading. 

Hebrews 11:8  8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going.

You my friends have not been called to believe in a plan.  This is a tactical error and one which Satan will exploit. If you have trusted in a plan for your salvation, then Satan and you yourselves are free to challenge the validity, power and wisdom of the plan.  

We have been called to faith in the person of God and His Son Jesus Christ.  This is why the New Testament always says, “We preach Christ.”  He is the foundation of our faith and we know He cannot be challenged because;

Romans 1:4   He was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

As Abraham responded with trusting faith to God, God revealed to Abraham more assurances and details.  God seldom if ever reveals anything to those who will not trust Him with their lives.  If you are a person seeking to know what God’s will is for your life in any area whatsoever, you must first give attention to the areas that God has made plain to you.   Let me just give a couple of practical illustrations:  God has told us to study His Word, to pray with thanksgiving for the circumstances of our lives and to worship Him in the company of believers.  If we never respond to the clear things He tells us we may rest assured He will not go into further detail with us.  
Genesis 15:1-6 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; Your reward shall be very great."  2 Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"  3 And Abram said, "Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir."  4 Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This man will not be your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir."  5 And He took him outside and said, "Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be."  6 Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Here God promises Abraham that a biological descendent will be His heir and not Eliezer his servant, but God is not finished yet.  This nation that God will create from one man will have a startling effect upon all mankind. 
II. Israel was to be the channel of blessing to all mankind, but how? 

God went on to give Sarah and Abraham a child of their own, but there came that day when God asked Abraham to give him back. Abraham made the journey to Mount Moriah and placed Isaac on the altar and wood:

Genesis 22:15-18  15 Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven,  16 and said, "By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son,  17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  18 "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."

The entire story bewilders us.  I think primarily because we try to imagine it in our modern setting and only a head knowledge about God.  Abraham had come to know God differently.  He had come to believe everything He said because He had first of all total trust in God Himself.  God had appeared to Abraham and spoken to Him.  He had done everything He said He would do and Abraham believed God to be trustworthy.  Hebrews tells us:

Hebrews 11:19 “He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.”
Now this passage seems to teach that Israel the nation will be the source of the blessing that will go to all the nations of the earth.  This however is certainly not born out in recorded history.  Israel as a nation has been a vexation to most of the earth in one way or another.  The nation and its religion has never had a missionary vision.  They have lived to themselves and held the other nations of the earth in contempt.   
A very important principle which we have employed here is that, the New Testament explains the Old and not the other way around.  We have in the book of Galatians, the following explanation of God’s statement to Abraham on Mount Moriah. 

Galatians 3:16 16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ.  

The New Testament teaches us that God was referring to Christ as the seed that would bless the entire world. This does fit with what we know to be true in both Scripture and history.  It was planned before time began that God the Son would enter the human race through the descendents of Abraham.  He would be a Jew but would provide Salvation for all men. 

This is what we know so far: 

· God picked one pagan man out of a great ancient city of commerce and idolatry to create a nation that would belong to Him.  The Scriptures reveal no reason whatsoever why God should pick Abraham.  God seldom if ever gives reasons for His choices. . 

· God made an unconditional covenant with Abraham to create this nation from one of his biological descendents.  He went on to say that a single one of those Jews would bring blessing to the entire human population.  Israel, the Nation was to be the channel, Jesus Christ was to be that person. 

Does this mean that Israel has now been set aside and the church has taken her place?  If it was God’s plan all along to create the church, was Israel just a stepping stone in that process?  Do the promises that apply to Israel now apply to the church?  Is the church Israel in this age?  
III. God did not reject Israel nor did the Church become Israel in this age.   Romans 11:1-5
The great theologian and missionary Paul categorically asserted that Israel continued to be a distinct people.  They have not been rejected by God and in fact are presently just part of the larger plan to bring the gentiles to faith in God through Jesus Christ. 
Romans 11:1-5 I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel?  3 "Lord, THEY HAVE KILLED YOUR PROPHETS, THEY HAVE TORN DOWN YOUR ALTARS, AND I ALONE AM LEFT, AND THEY ARE SEEKING MY LIFE."  4 But what is the divine response to him? "I HAVE KEPT for Myself SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL."  5 In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God's gracious choice.
These questions seem justified.  God has singled out Israel as the object of His affection and yet He would say of them in 
“Romans 10:21 "ALL THE DAY LONG I HAVE STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS TO A DISOBEDIENT AND OBSTINATE PEOPLE."
Paul then in the most certain terms, asserts that God has not rejected Israel even though she has rejected Him nationally at this time.  This is a very important point.  Your understanding of end times depends on your understanding of what the Scripture teaches here.  More importantly however is the issue of the integrity of God.  God had made several unconditional covenants with Israel.  If He does not keep these covenants with them there is no reason to think for a minute that He should keep any with us.  We have time to look at just one of them this morning.  It is found in Jeremiah and is commonly known as the “New Covenant.”

Jeremiah 31:31-37   31 "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD.  33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  34 "They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."  35 Thus says the LORD, Who gives the sun for light by day And the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night, Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar; The LORD of hosts is His name:  36 "If this fixed order departs From before Me," declares the LORD, "Then the offspring of Israel also will cease From being a nation before Me forever."  37 Thus says the LORD, "If the heavens above can be measured And the foundations of the earth searched out below, Then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel For all that they have done," declares the LORD.

· This is different from the Old Covenant in that Israel will not break this one. [32] God makes a point of saying that Israel broke the old covenant and not Him. 

· Israel will not break this one because God will regenerate them to the man. Speaking of the same “New” covenant, Ezekiel said that God would give them a heart of flesh and not stone.  Here, Jeremiah describes a heart that has God’s righteousness written on it.  The righteousness of God will be internalized. [33]

· There will be no pleading with sinners to repent.  They will all know the Lord. God will act to cleanse them. [34]

· As long as the earth and the moon and the planets orbit and the waves roll onto the ocean’s beaches Israel will be a nation before God.  My friends, Israel is a nation before God and Jeremiah describes the way that God has fixed his intentions on her still. [35-37]

IV. Israel will be restored through the new covenant.  The church [the gentiles] has been made a partaker of that as well. 

Contrary to systems of theology that spiritualize Israel and make her the church in our day, The book of Romans insists that Israel did not stumble definitively.  
Romans 11:11-15   11 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.  12 Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be!  13 But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow countrymen and save some of them.  15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?

· God used their transgression to bring salvation to you.  It was always intended to be this way.  This is an important point.  No matter how we are favored with Scripture, moral protection, safety and love, men need “new hearts” Israel had every advantage but she still transgressed.  She still rejected her Messiah. 

· Israel’s transgression brought spiritual riches to the rest of the world.  Can you imagine what her restoration is going to bring.  If God can reconcile the world using the rejection of Israel then their restoration is going to mean eternal life from the dead. 

The Scripture teaches that Israel is the pure lump of dough.  It is the master root stock.  God has judged it to be so.  Who are we to tell Him it is not so.  

Romans 11:16-20   16 If the first piece of dough is holy, the lump is also; and if the root is holy, the branches are too.  17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 18 do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you.  19 You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in."  20 Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear;
Onto this holy root we gentiles have been grafted.  The New Covenant is for Israel.  The Church has been grafted in and draws its nourishment from the pure root.  

Isaiah 11:9-10  9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea.  10 Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious.

This Pure Root is Jesus Christ.  He is the Messiah of Israel.  How tragic that they have not embraced Him.  But God will not be denied His chosen one. In Revelation He returns to claim what is His.  He conquers and He is worthy to open the scroll and look insides.  

Revelation 5:5-6   "behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals."  6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.

· He has never rejected Israel even though they have temporarily rejected Him. 

· Like in the days of Elijah, even now God reserves a remnant of Israel to worship Him

· God will keep all His promises to Israel.  The Church is a partaker of those promises now.  We have been redeemed, regenerated and given a new heart. 

CONCLUSION:  

Here then are the settled realities. 

· God had planned from the very beginning to save the Gentiles

· It was always His intention to send God The Son as a human man, born through the genealogy of the Jewish nation, to accomplish this.
· God is still working His plan today.  It is “Plan A.”  In it He will save the Gentiles and form them into “The Body of Christ” His Church.

· God has never rejected Israel even though she has temporarily rejected Him. 

· Just as in the days of Elijah, God still reserves a remnant of Israel to worship Him.  There are many regenerated Jews in the world today. 

· The promises of the new covenant were given to Israel not the church.  The church has been grafted into the plant by the grace of God. 

· God has always kept Israel and the Church separate in His mind and consequently in the Scripture as well. 

· The Bible teaches that salvation came to the Gentiles through Israel and not through the church.  

What then should we think of all this?  God formed a plan before time to save you.  You are the objects of His grace and He has set His affections on you.  He did this by choosing a people for His name through Abraham and then sending His own son into the world through the nation of Israel.  

The offer of eternal life is now extended by Christ through the preaching of His gospel.  You may freely receive Him.  He has extended the olive branch of peace with God.  Christ alone has made provision for your sin.  He is willing to set you free from you life and sin and personally graft you into the New Covenant. 

Ezekiel 36:23-27 23 "I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD," declares the Lord GOD, "when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight.  24 "For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land.  25 "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.
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