GLORY IN HIS CHURCH THROUGH WORSHIP
How Christ receives glory in His Church when we worship Him
  I Corinthians 11:23-28
May 17th, 2009

1 Corinthians 11:23-26  23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread;  24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me."  25 In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."  26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
Introduction:  
With this familiar passage, Christians begin what we call “The Communion”.   But is it actually the signal to tune out until we get through the ritual?  Are the words so engrained in our “church going”  subconscious that we give little or no thought to their meaning anymore?  I suggest that this is often the case.   Communion has become about the words and the elements.   
I want to speak to you about Worship this morning.  And I want to start with this simple request from our Lord on the last night of His life on Earth.  
Do this in remembrance of Me:  “Remembering” is such a common human activity that we take little notice of it in Scripture.  Of course we remember God….I mean, who could forget God, Right?   But God has something significantly more profound in mind than simply recalling His existence or even His Work on the Cross.  
“Remembering” is the first of three essential elements of worship.  Worship of GOD includes all three in their order.    
· Remembering God

· Submitting to God

· Serving God

Remembering God 

If you remember that it is May 17th that is no big thing.  If you remember that it is your anniversary then “remembering” takes on a greater significance.  So it really matters what exactly we are “remembering.”
We have been called to “remember” God.  We have been called specifically in this passage to remember God the Son.  This cannot be mere mental assent.  It cannot be, “Oh yea!  Jesus Christ.  I remember Him.”    Everyone wants to be remembered.  Just like the man who remembers his anniversary.  He is actually remembering His wife.  And the remembering of her will spur some profound reactions and actions.  
Here are a couple of examples of what happens when God remembers.  

Genesis 8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided.

Genesis 30:22 22 Then God remembered Rachel, and God gave heed to her and opened her womb.
Exodus 2:24-25   24 So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  25 God saw the sons of Israel, and God took notice of them.

Remembering someone or something in the Bible carries with it the idea of keeping some promise or responding to some need.   This is the primary meaning of the command to remember in both the Old and the New Testament.  God’s Word calls us to remember Him this way.   That is why we must not preach without preaching Christ.  
1 Corinthians 1:21-24   21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.  22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom,  23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,  24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
The Old Testament calls men to remember God so that they can respond to Him
Nehemiah 4:14  14 When I saw their fear, I rose and spoke to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people: "Do not be afraid of them; remember the Lord who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives and your houses."

Deuteronomy 7:17-18   17 "If you should say in your heart, 'These nations are greater than I; how can I dispossess them?'  18 you shall not be afraid of them; you shall well remember what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt:

The New Testament, continues to stress the importance of remembering God.
Peter remembered the mighty power of God.   Jesus told him to respond with trust. 
Mark 11:21-22 21 Being reminded, Peter said to Him, "Rabbi, look, the fig tree which You cursed has withered."  22 And Jesus answered saying to them, "Have faith in God.

The Holy Spirit brings to our remembrance what Christ did and said through the preaching of the Word of God.  It is our expectation when we hear the Scripture preached that the Holy Spirit, who inspired it will also empower it for God’s purposes in our lives.  
John 14:26-27   26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.  27 "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. [The promise]  Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. [The command]
Paul reminded us of God’s great mercy  so that we would Worship Christ alone 

Ephesians 2:10-14   10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands-  12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility
Jesus,  on the night of His betrayal…said,
Luke 22:19  ….. do this in remembrance of Me."
But WHAT exactly are we supposed to remember?  Is it some religious truth that we have been taught since childhood?  How can remembering some familiar teaching or doctrine change us?  In fact, there is a very certain possibility that it may harden us toward God.  Religious ritual hardens the heart.  It is remembering Christ that will draw your heart to worship.  
Have you ever wondered why God called for animal sacrifices.  They made the people remember that they could never wash away their sins. It was not ever to be a mere ritual.
Hebrews 10:3-4…those sacrifices are a reminder of sins year by year.  4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

Year in and year out;  you have to take an animal that has real value and you have to give it up to be killed.  The fires burn night and day on the altars of The Temple.  It never ends…why?..... because sin never ends.  You are never washed clean by anything you do.  They were a daily reminder of who men are and what they deserve and how God graciously received a substitute for the punishment they deserved.
Now Christ, who truly washed us clean,  calls us to a regular reminder of Him.  Not religious jargon like “Christ died on a Cross for your sins.”  That is a teaching.  It is a statement.  He calls us to remember Him.  This is why Paul said, …
2 Corinthians 4:5-6  ….. we do not preach ourselves,  but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
When His Glorious Beauty is put before our spiritual eyes by the preaching of the Cross, we are transformed into His image.  This is a spiritual transformation of the heart.  Time spent beholding Christ in the Scripture, Remembering Him and His purity, holiness, mercy and grace, sets the heart free to be transformed into His likeness. 
2 Corinthians 3:17-18   17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  
Communion is a time set aside in Christ’s Church for remembering Him and not just what He did.  What He did, can quickly become a catechism and a ritual.   It is very important that we do not take communion this way.  Let’s look closely at Christ’s words. 
Luke 22:19  He took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  
This is my body:  These four words are explosive.  God the Eternal Son, so loved you that He became fully human in Mary’s womb.  Not conceived by Joseph, but by God the Spirit.  Because of this He was born a human child with a human BODY.  Remember His Body.   
Philippians 2:6-8  though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7 but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Remember His Body.   
Hebrews 2:14-18  14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,  15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.  16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.  17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.  Remember His Body.   
1 Peter 2:24-25  24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.  25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. Remember His Body.   
Your sinless Creator loved you this way.  Remember His love for your.  Remember His deep compassion for you in your sin.  Remember your glorious Savior who came in a human body to actually restore you to God.  Can a man behold such love, mercy and beauty and remain unresponsive? Our communion with Christ is a deep, intimate and abiding relationship with God.  Would you trade communion with Christ for a ritual? 
Call the Men to Serve the Bread   
Sing: “Commune with Me” then eat the bread
Luke 22:20  ….Do this in remembrance of me….and likewise the cup… after they had eaten…Jesus said,  "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 
This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood:  We are to remember His Body and we are to remember His Promise.  Both are intimately a part of any person and certainly of our Savior Jesus.  Both the Old and the New Covenant were established with Blood.  But the New is fundamentally different: 
Hebrews 8:7-12  if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second.  8 For he finds fault with them when he says: "Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,  9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.  10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.  12 For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more."

· The Old covenant required the works of men.  The New one required only The work of Christ.   Remember Him
· The Priest of the Old Covenant poured out the blood of goats and bulls on the Altar to establish it.  Our Priest, Christ Jesus,  poured out His own blood to establish the New Covenant.  He was both the priest and the sacrifice.  Remember Him
· The Old Covenant was broken by its human participants.  The New cannot be broken by them because you are joined to Jesus by faith and Jesus will keep the covenant perfectly on your behalf.     Remember Him
Have the Men Serve the Cup   Sing:  “Lamb of Glory” then drink the cup
Lord, open the eyes of our hearts to see you clearly in your Glory.  May our hearts, souls and minds bow before your splendor.  Make us different than when we came in this morning.  More in love with you for who you are and struck dumb by your great love and mercy for us.  Transform us by your power and give us hearts right now that submit to you in every aspect of our lives.  
Submitting to God 
Biblical “remembrance” is intended to trigger a response.  We call that response worship. 

The word translated worship means “to bow down.”  In the Scripture, bowing down is a response to glory, majesty, power.  It is a universal expression of submission.  God intends for our primary response to Him to be “submission.”  In the Old Testament the people bowed down to demonstrate their submission to the greatness and glory of God. 
Ezekiel 1:28  Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.

Likewise in the New Testament.  The word usually translated “worship” actually means to bow down.  This is how the writer of Scripture was able to know when people were worshipping Christ.  They were bowing down in submission to His Glory.  
Matthew 28:9   9 And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him.

Revelation 5:14  14 And the four living creatures kept saying, "Amen." And the elders fell down and worshiped.
When men see Christ they always respond to Him. It is not always a positive response.  Some hate Him and reject Him, but the Nature of Christ requires a response. 
Mark 3:1-6  He entered again into a synagogue; and a man was there whose hand was withered.  2 They were watching Him to see if He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him.  3 He said to the man with the withered hand, "Get up and come forward!"  4 And He said to them, "Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the Sabbath, to save a life or to kill?" But they kept silent.  5 After looking around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored.  6 The Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring with the Herodians against Him, as to how they might destroy Him. 

Consider this:    

· A child is born in your town.  Everyone knows that he is illegitimate.  They have all heard the rumors.  

· The child grows up and becomes an adult and then asserts that He is actually God.  He claims that He and the Father are united in being and purpose, and yet, the Father is in heaven and He is here on the earth. 
· When asked to prove His assertions,  He heals the sick and raises the dead.  He produces bread and fish from nothing and changes water into fine wine.  He sees right through the religious teachers of His day,  telling them they are hypocritical liars.  

· He loves and cares for the very people that society and religion hate.  He forgives sinners and comforts the sick and poor,  while He shuns or insults the pompous and self-righteous..  

Now, I ask you, “Does such a person demand a response from all who encounter Him?”  Of course He does.  No one can “NOT” have an opinion about Jesus Christ.  The only men that do not have an opinion are those who have never faced His claims on their lives.  Jesus said, that you could never get to heaven unless you came to Him.  He said that He was the God of creation and was with the Father in Eternity past.  He said that all your righteousness and religion is of no use in your salvation and that you must come as a little child comes, humble, trusting, destitute, if you are ever to be saved.  You cannot just pass this off as religion.  You must reject Him or submit to Him in faith.  There is no option to ignore.  
Luke 11:23  23 "He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me, scatters.  

So what is your response?  If it is trust which is another word for faith, then you will be saved.  If it is rejection than you will be lost for all eternity if you do not repent and believe. 

Our response is to be internal and spiritual.  We are to yield to God’s majesty in our inner being.  It is a bowing of the will and heart to our Glorious Savior. When questioned about worship Jesus made this clear. 
John 4:23-24   23 "But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.  24 "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

Our response is always to the Truth.  Worship is not subjective, but it is experiential. It is not done apart from what is true,  but it energizes the emotions.  In Truth, we behold God and give ourselves to Him.  We are set apart to God by the hearing of The Truth which is the preaching of Christ.     Jesus prayed:

John 17:17   17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

Our conflicts and grief are caused by our prideful hearts that will not submit to God.  

James 4:6-8 Therefore it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."  7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 

I have never seen a marriage fail or a friendship dissolved, where both parties submitted to God in humility.  God gives perfect life giving instruction to all men regarding all needs,  but until we submit to Christ’s rule over us,  they cannot heal us. It is impossible for men to worship God without submitting to Him. 

Submission is the turning point of all worship.  No Biblical worship exists without an inward spiritual bowing down to Christ Jesus as Lord. “The mere fact of God’s existence demands it, the self-giving of Christ compels it, and the Holy Spirit enables it.  Worship is submission
Serving God
We have remembered God in His Glory today.  We have not rehearsed platitudes or doctrines but spoken of our infinitely worthy God.   Such Glory demands response.   He rules, not only the universe, but my personal life.  One final aspect of worship brings submission into the real world.  It is called service.  When Israel went into the wilderness to worship, God said that she had gone there to serve Him.   
Exodus 4:22-23 22 "Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD, "Israel is My son, My firstborn.  23 "So I said to you, 'Let My son go that he may serve Me'; but you have refused to let him go. 

When God’s people behold Him in His Glory and submit to Him in humility, they serve Him sacrificially with what they possess.  Worship that offers no tangible evidence is empty.  Beside the word translated “bow down” there is another word that means “to serve at the altar.”  It is called your “spiritual service of worship” in Romans. 
Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.
Colossians 3:24 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. By Worship
Hebrews 12:28 28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;  Worship
John 12:26 26 "If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.
What kind of worshiper are you?  When you come to the Word, is it to see and remember God?  Do you seek to see your magnificent and glorious God and Savior written across every page of the Bible.  

What kind of response does such a supremely splendid God provoke in you?  Can you bow low in your spirit before Him?  Will you embrace Him alone as the source of all things for your life?  

Finally; is such a glorious and deeply compassionate God worthy to be served?  Could you agree with Jonathan Edwards when He said?:  
“I have given myself away and not retained anything of my own.  I have been to God this morning and told Him I have given myself wholly to Him. I take Him as my whole portion and looking upon nothing else as any part of my happiness.”  Jonathan Edwards
Colossians 3:1-4  Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
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