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Introduction: 

When Jesus rose He sent an angel to the tomb to announce the resurrection and to instruct the disciples what to do next.  According to Mark it was Christ’s attention to meet with them in Galilee.  This was prearranged by Christ.  He had already told them about it. The angel instructed the three women who first appeared at the tomb to go and tell the disciples.
Mark 16:7 7 "But go, tell His disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He told you.'"

The gospel accounts go like this.

· The three women were stunned into silence and spoke to no one as they went to where the disciples were staying.  
Mark 16:8 8 They went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had gripped them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

· When they finally got to the place where the rest of the disciples were staying they began to report to them what had happened at the tomb. 

Luke 24:9-10 9 and returned from the tomb and reported all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.  10 Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to the apostles.

· Mary Magdalene was the spokesman for the group. 

Mark 16:10 10 She went and reported to those who had been with Him, while they were mourning and weeping.

· She, however, did not understand the report the angels had given and gives a less than thorough account.

John 20:1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb.  2 So she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him."

· The other women however apparently remembered the rest of the details and began to tell them to the disciples who where gathered there. 

Luke 24:10 10 Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to the apostles.  
· The disciples were disbelieving to the point of considering the entire idea nonsense.  This is in spite of the fact that Jesus Himself had explained these things to them before He died.  

Luke 24:11 But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not believe them.

· Nevertheless, Peter got up and ran to the tomb.  John followed Him and they both witnessed the empty tomb and the grave clothes neatly folded. This convinced them that Jesus had not merely been removed as Mary Magdalene had reported, but had risen as the other women had testified.   

John 20:3-9 3 So Peter and the other disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb.  4 The two were running together; and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; 5 and stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in.  6 And so Simon Peter also came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying there,  7 and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself.  8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed.  9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.
· By this time Mary Magdalene had come again to the tomb, still unable to understand what had happened.  The two disciples left, but she remained weeping at the tomb.  

John 20:10-13 10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes.  11 But Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; 2 and she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying.  13 And they said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him."

· Still unable to understand she turns and sees Jesus Himself, but just like the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, she still did not recognize Him. 

John 20:14-15  4 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus.  15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, "Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away."

· Jesus then speaks to her and she immediately recognizes His voice and worships and clings to Him

John 20:16-17 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, "Rabboni!" (which means, Teacher).  17 Jesus said to her, "Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, 'I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.'"

· Mary Magdalene now returns a second time to the place where the disciples were staying to announce that the Lord has indeed risen and she has seen Him. All of this occurred in the morning.
John 20:18 18 Mary Magdalene came, announcing to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord," and that He had said these things to her.
During the Day the Lord appeared to Simon which is mentioned in the Scripture but not described and He appeared to the two on the road to Emmaus.  They immediately returned to Jerusalem to tell the others only to find that the disciples two were now believing because of Christ’s appearance to Simon.

Luke 24:33-35   33 And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them, 34 saying, "The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon."  35 They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.

Finally, Jesus appears in their midst so that everyone of them would have a first hand experiential knowledge of His resurrection.  The day began in despair and ended with unspeakable joy.  

Luke 24:36-41   36 While they were telling these things, He Himself stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace be to you."  37 But they were startled and frightened and thought that they were seeing a spirit.  38 And He said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  39 "See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have."  40 And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.  41 While they still could not believe it because of their joy and amazement

The disciples did indeed return to Galilee after these events.  They did not go there because they did not believe.  They went there because Jesus had told them to go back there.  While there they passed the time fishing.  After all, they had families and they had equipment and this was their vocation.  It was on one of these days that the events of our passage took place. 

John 21:1 After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and He manifested Himself in this way.

Jesus is going to teach His disciples and us four compelling truths this morning as He meets them by the shores of Galilee. 
· He teaches us that obedience to His commands will be blessed. 

· He teaches us that we may labor for a catch, but it is ultimately His hand that provides it. 
· He teaches us that we do not possess the strength to serve Him.  He enables us as we go. 
· He teaches us that He loves His children and will always restore them when they repent. 
I. He teaches us that obedience to His commands will be blessed.

The disciples are not demonstrating despair by being in Galilee.  In fact it is just the opposite.  They have returned there because Jesus told them to go there after He had risen.  While they waited for Jesus to meet them there they had accompanied Peter that night while he went to fish.  Remember also that, these are professional fishermen.  They catch fish on the Sea of Galilee for a living and were probably unaccustomed to catching absolutely nothing, but that is exactly the case as the sun rises. 
Jesus is standing at the shore about 100 yards away and calls to them.  As He calls they realize that this man already knows a great deal about what went on in that boat during the night.  

John 21:5  5 So Jesus said to them, "Children, you do not have any fish, do you?" They answered Him, "No."

Jesus, who is a stranger on the shore at this point then, directs them to do something that logic would tend to discount.  Why should there be any fish on the right side of the boat if there had been none on the left and why should the man on the shore know this if it were true?

The compelling truth here is to seek the direction of the Lord in the affairs of your life and listen attentively to His direction.  Today His Word gives us sufficient direction to deal with every aspect of our lives.  Those who study it and attend obediently to its direction will be blessed by God. 

II. He teaches us that we may labor for a catch, but it is ultimately His hand that provides it. 
John 21:6   6 And He said to them, "Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a catch." So they cast, and then they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of fish.
The disciples have labored all night.  They did work but the catch is provided.  At the direction of the Lord they fished with success.  God has given His children work to do for Him.  Here are some of the commands that are familiar to us: 

1 Peter 2:9  9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  

Acts 1:8   8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."
1 Thessalonians 1:6-8  6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit,  7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything.

Jesus wants to teach His disciples and us right at the beginning that when we work it is God who gives the catch.  We may reap but it is He who caused the crop to grow.  Interestingly, God rewards us for our labor for Him, but we are the means to His end.  We are rewarded because God chooses you to accomplish His purposes in the world.  It is His determined way to work in the world today. 

1 Corinthians 3:6-8   6I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.  7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.  8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.

Compelling truth number two is that God calls us to serve Him with our labor, time and money.  It is His means to reach the world.  It is a primary reason for the existence of the church.  He will reward our obedience and bless our service, but He is the one who provides the catch.  He is the God of the Harvest. 

III. He teaches us that we do not possess the strength to serve Him.  He enables us as we go. 
John 21:10-11  0 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish which you have now caught."  11 Simon Peter went up and drew the net to land, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not torn.

There were a lot of fish in that net.  I think the number is mentioned because that many fish should have torn the net.  Every professional knows the limitations of his equipment.  The marvel here is that the net was not torn.  It was way beyond its capacity.  

How many times have you said, “I could just never do this or that for the Lord.”  Your are correct when you say such things however Jesus does call us to serve Him.  He gifts us to serve Him.  Everyone of us has a part to play in His Church and for the kingdom.  Jesus Christ has chosen the weak and inadequate to demonstrate His great power to enable.  

1 Corinthians 1:25-31 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;  27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,  29 so that no man may boast before God.  30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, "LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD."
Compelling truth number three is that God wants your willing participation in His body the church.  You do not need to be adequate.  In fact if you are sure you are that disqualifies you for His service.  He will only use the insufficient and the weak so that when it is all said and done He will be displayed as totally sufficient and mighty to save. 
We have seen three compelling truths so far: 

· We must listen attentively to the direction of the Lord for our lives.  He will and does give advise that is counter to the world’s wisdom.  Those who follow it prosper.

· God calls us to serve Him with our labor, time and money.  He rewards us for our service because He is the rewarder of men who seek Him, but we must know that the fruit of our service is produced by Him and as such belongs to Him.  We are His servants. 

· God delights to use the likes of men.  We are not sufficient for the tasks to which we are called.  Who can sufficiently testify to the glory of God and the Gospel of His salvation?  Nevertheless, the call stands and God enables us as we go.  

Now let’s look at the last compelling truth in this passage: 

IV. He teaches us that He loves His children and will always restore them when they repent.  20:15-17
To really appreciate what Christ does here we need to think back about two weeks. Immediately after the last supper, Jesus left and went out to the Mount of Olives.  The disciples followed him and as they were going Jesus made the following prediction.

Matthew 26:31-32 31 ….. "You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, 'I WILL STRIKE DOWN THE SHEPHERD, AND THE SHEEP OF THE FLOCK SHALL BE SCATTERED.'  32 "But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you to Galilee." 

Now Peter was self confident.  He was a strong man. Beside strength of will he was a risk taker.  He worked in a dangerous vocation, but he had the courage to forsake it and follow Jesus.  He had been Christ’s disciple for over three years now and had given one of the most startling confessions recorded in Scripture, “You are the Christ the Son of the Living God.”   He is certain that he will perform under pressure when it comes, so when Jesus predicts that they will all “fall away” ….
Matthew 26:33 ….Peter said to Him, "Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away."  
Matthew 26:34-35    34 Jesus said to him, "Truly I say to you that this very night, before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times."  35 Peter said to Him, "Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You." All the disciples said the same thing too.
A few hours later Peter risks all to strike at the head of the high priests servant when they came to arrest Jesus.  
John 18:10  10 Simon Peter then, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear; and the slave's name was Malchus.

Right up until this moment he has done just as he intended.   How many times have you said, “I would never do that” only to do it anyway?  How many times have you said, “I cannot understand how anyone could think this or say that,” only to have God reveal to you that you thought incorrectly?  Christ is about to do a work in Peter to bring him to a place of brokenness and hence usefulness to God.  
Matthew 26:69-75   69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl came to him and said, "You too were with Jesus the Galilean."  70 But he denied it before them all, saying, "I do not know what you are talking about."  71 When he had gone out to the gateway, another servant-girl saw him and said to those who were there, "This man was with Jesus of Nazareth."  72 And again he denied it with an oath, "I do not know the man."  73 A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Surely you too are one of them; for even the way you talk gives you away."  74 Then he began to curse and swear, "I do not know the man!" And immediately a rooster crowed.  75 And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, "Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times." And he went out and wept bitterly.

Now here is a broken believer.  He has not just sinned; he has denied that he even knew Jesus.  He has repudiated the Savior of the world to save his own self.  He has suddenly collapsed when he had been so certain of himself just three hours before. How did this happen? Dwight Pentecost points out three factors that contributed to Peter’s downfall.  We cannot help but notice that they are still true today.  
· Peter trusted in himself

· In times of trial He drew back and followed Jesus only from a distance

· He sat down in the company of Christ’s enemies

The scene is now set. Jesus has appeared just as He promised.  John recognizes Him first and tells Peter, who, true to form, jumps into the water to swim to shore.  
John 21:8-9  8 But the other disciples came in the little boat, for they were not far from the land, but about one hundred yards away, dragging the net full of fish.  9 So when they got out on the land, they saw a charcoal fire already laid and fish placed on it, and bread.

Jesus now serves breakfast to His disciples.  Again, we see the Christ like spirit. He came to serve and not to be served. 

John 21:15-17  15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My lambs."  16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep."  17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Tend My sheep.

There are three questions and three opportunities to respond.  It is a most interesting exchange and it goes like this: 

Jesus:  “Peter do you supremely love me more than these?  {fish or other disciples}

Peter:  “Yes, Lord you know that I have a deep abiding brotherly affection for you.”

Jesus:  “Shepherd [tend] my lambs”   {Lambs need everything done for them}

Jesus:  “Peter do you supremely love me?”  

Peter:  “Yes, Lord you know that I have a deep abiding brotherly affection for you.”

Jesus:  “Shepherd my sheep” {lead them to pasture and feed them there}

Jesus:  “Peter, do you have a deep abiding brotherly affection for me?”

Peter:  “Yes, Lord you know that I have a deep abiding brotherly affection for you.”

Jesus:  “Shepherd [tend] my lambs”

Peter is a broken believer.  He now sees that he has trusted in himself.  He knows he has denied the one who never denied him.  Jesus is restoring Him gently.  Jesus asks for supreme self sacrificing love; Peter responds by professing a kind of love more in keeping with the way he had loved Christ the night he denied Him.  Remember, he had followed from afar.  He wanted to love Him, but he trusted in himself.  So Peter hesitates.  Jesus tells him to tend for and feed His tender baby lambs.  Peter will soon have 5,000 of them to care for.

The question and answer repeats itself in the identical way except this time Jesus tells him to “Lead His sheep to Pasture” This is a common phrase and occurs many many times in the Scripture.  It is the normal care that a shepherd gives to the sheep. 

The third time the question changes.  Jesus, realizing Peter’s reluctance to profess love after such an excruciating failure, asks for what Peter is able to give.  Peter responds again that he loves Jesus and again is commanded to do the really hard work of tending to the lambs.  

Conclusion:  We do not know every nuance of language that went back and forth between Jesus and Peter, but this much is certain.  God does not reject His own because they fail Him.  Do you know this in your heart?  Yes we have trusted in ourselves.  Why does Jesus not offer Peter the chance to say, “I am trusting in You Lord?”  Because it is not about our perfect behavior.  Too many Christians have run aground on the rocks of perfect behavior.  Jesus wants your love and your love will compel you to serve His other children.  Christ knows that we are but dust.  Our sins are easily forgiven by Him.  
The one thing we must never, ever do is fail to love Him.  Nurture your deep abiding affection for your Savior.  If you do not have this then forsake everything to attain it. You cannot live the Christian life without a daily love for Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself marks it down as the defining Characteristic of those who would serve Him.  

Revelation 2:1-5  "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lamp-stands, says this:  2 'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;  3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.  4 'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  5 'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lamp-stand out of its place-- unless you repent. 

Please, do not trust in your own behavior to endear you to Christ.  Trust in His mercy and love Him for that.  He is tender hearted toward His chosen. 
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