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Introduction:

Jesus has risen from the dead, but His own disciples are having trouble believing it.  From where we stand it seems so simple. They have seen Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead and they have been with Him while He performed miracle after miracle.  Why are they so vexed by this final and climactic demonstration of His Deity? 

We would have believed!  After all they were with Him and He had spoken to them about this very event.  But there is one very big difference between us and the disciples in our text this morning.  We know about all of these things through the Scripture.  They were relying on their own observations and the mere testimony of others.  They were trying to grasp God with a merely human hand.  
Notice the women who were at the tomb in the verses just preceding our text for this morning. 

Luke 24:1-8 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared.  2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men suddenly stood near them in dazzling clothing;  5 and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, "Why do you seek the living One among the dead?  6 "He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again."  8 And they remembered His words, 

They were at the tomb.  The tomb was empty.  The two men were telling them that He was risen, but they were terrified until…the angel said, “Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee.”  And they remembered His words, 

This morning we want to look at the way that Jesus Himself used the Scriptures when He was here.  He of course is God the Son.  He is the “Living Word” John spoke of in John 1:1.  Nevertheless, Jesus came to give us an example of how a man lives toward God in this world.  

1 Peter 2:21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps.”
We want to see what God says is the power of His own Word and how committed God Himself is to using it to find truth, combat evil, and regenerate men.  

I. Christ is Present with us whether we are aware of it or not.

Luke 24:13-16 13 And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem.  14 And they were talking with each other about all these things which had taken place.  15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began traveling with them.  16 But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him.
As these two disciples walked along the road leaving Jerusalem, they were discussing all the events that had taken place that week.  There were many of them.  They probably had plenty to talk about and they were apparently expressing their opinions about many of these things when they were joined by another traveler.  Now this was several hours of walking.  It was not uncommon for travelers to join up and talk as they walked along.  You might well imagine how a conversation would pass the time on a long journey.  Jesus is the one who joins them but they do not recognize Him.  When we read such stories we wonder how this could actually happen.  How does a man they knew fairly well, walk and talk with them and they are unable to recognize Him?   

Actually we should not see this as a fault in these two disciples. .  It is not that they are dense or blind.  The original language indicates that they were kept from recognizing Jesus.  There were forces outside themselves at work and they could not recognize Him. Jesus is the good shepherd and He is constantly tending the sheep whether we notice it or not.  

We are like these two in so many ways.  We can go through an entire day without thinking about Christ.  We can imagine Him absent from the affairs of our everyday life like a trip home by car.  But what does the Scripture say is the reality of this? 
Matthew 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 
The tenses of the verses here stress the ongoing nature of Christ’s presence.  He promises a continuing spiritual presence even though He is returning to Heaven Physically.  

Colossians 1:26-27  26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,  27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

So, in your mind, is Christ with you all the time?  Is He standing and watching when we talk about others?  Does He overhear your conversations just as if He were walking with you on the road that day?  Do you imagine that because He returned to the Father that He would not be with you today?  And, what about in trials, uncertainty or real doubt?    Is He absent or are we merely prevented from seeing Him?  

Now, let’s answer these two questions:

· Is Christ always with His sheep?  The answer is Yes, absolutely

· Why then are we so often unaware of His presence and how can we be more assured of it on a daily basis?  The Answer is; Christ’s presence with us is revealed in the Scripture.  It is only known there.  It is not a mere intellectual pursuit where we feel nothing, but merely give intellectual assent to its reality.  Oh No!  Like the two on the Emmaus road we will see Christ’s presence when we are in the Scripture.  The two verses above are just a small representation of what the Bible says about it.  Christ is experiences when you are in the Scripture. If you want to experience the presence of Christ in your life you need to know the Scriptures. 
Luke 24:31-32 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight.  32 They said to one another, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?"
II. Men, including believers, cannot understand God or accept the things of God using only their own intellect and experience. [21-24]

These two were believers.  When Jesus began to question them, Luke records the things they believed and they were mostly correct, but they still did not recognize Jesus alive. 
Luke 24:18-21 18 One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, "Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?"  19 And He said to them, "What things?" And they said to Him, "The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people,  20 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him.  21 "But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. 

· They believed Jesus was Prophet.

· They believed His works, that He was mighty in deed and word. 

· They believed that Jesus had been put to death unjustly by the rulers of Israel. 

· They were hoping that He would redeem Israel 
When God is the question men always have confused answers.  This is the human condition.  Men do not know God and they cannot know Him! Just listen to a sampling of what the Bible has to say about the possibility of men knowing and understanding God: 

1 Corinthians 2:7-8 7 but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory; 8 the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;
1 Corinthians 2:14 14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
1 Corinthians 2:11-12 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.  12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,

Like believers today, these two did not know what the Scriptures taught about the Christ.  Because of this they were giving their ideas and discussing them among themselves. They did not know what to make of the events they had just experienced and they were therefore sad and without hope. 
Luke 24:15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them;
Luke 24:17 And He said to them, "What are these words that you are exchanging with one another as you are walking?" And they stood still, looking sad.
There are endless opinions about God and Christ.  Men imagine themselves wise in this regard.  How many times have you heard it said? 

· I don’t see how a loving God could allow something like that to happen.
· I can’t imagine how God could just speak the universe into existence.

· It is just not possible for God to become a man or for a man to be fully God. 

· A virgin simply cannot get pregnant.

· No man can just rise again from the dead. 

As long as we seek answers apart from Scripture we will always be uncertain, life will not make sense, events will seem random and unfair, life will lack meaning and direction and God Himself will seem distant.  Jesus of course knows all of this and had orchestrated this moment to teach these two dear disciples and us that the Scripture is supremely sufficient and the only source of information about God and our own lives. 
III. It must be the Scripture that convinces us of truth and not our own reason. [25-27]

Luke 24:25-27   25 And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  26 "Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?"  27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
I have often heard it said and perhaps you yourself have thought that Jesus rebukes these men because they did not believe all the things they had just seen and heard during the Passover week.  That is not the case.  He says nothing regarding what they have seen and heard.  Instead He rebukes them because they do not know and believe the Scriptures. 

Now a word about the Scriptures that Jesus is referring to here.  These would be the Old Testament Scriptures and they are the same ones we have today translated into English.  Jesus was always preaching from the Old Testament Scripture.  Jesus was a Bible expositor. He did this in several different ways:
· He confirms the authenticity and accuracy of what the Old Testament says: 

Matthew 10:14-15 14 "Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet.  15 "Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city.
Matthew 24:37-39 37 "For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  38 "For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  39 and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.

· He confirms the human authorship of many books. 

Mark 12:26  26 "But regarding the fact that the dead rise again, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the burning bush, how God spoke to him, saying, 'I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, and the God of Jacob '?

Mark 12:36  36 "David himself said in the Holy Spirit, 'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT YOUR ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR FEET."'

Matthew 24:15  15 "Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),
· He quoted from the Scripture when He preached.

Mark 7:6-9 6 And He said to them, "Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: 'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.  7 'BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.'  8 "Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of men."  9 He was also saying to them, "You are experts at setting aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition.
Luke 10:25-28 25 And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"  26 And He said to him, "What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?"  27 And he answered, "YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."  28 And He said to him, "You have answered correctly; DO THIS AND YOU WILL LIVE."
Jesus instructs these two men from the Scripture rather than reveal Himself to them directly.  Christ exalts the Scripture. We cannot make this point too strongly.  We live in a day that is seeking anything but the Scripture.  Preachers are pandering to the throngs with milk instead of meat.  Everyone is afraid of the Scripture and its exposition. 
This is exactly Christ’s point of criticism to these two men.  So He Himself began to teach them the Scripture saying, "Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?”  He then took them to Moses and the Prophets to show what the Bible had already recorded about the Messiah. 

We do not know what Jesus said, but we can look at a few places to see where He might have taken them.  Notice how Jesus used the Scripture in His Bible exposition that day. 
· Beginning with Moses: 

Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."
God had predicted through Moses that a human being would crush the head of Satan. This would be a mortal wound.  Crushed heads do not recover.  Although Satan will inflict great harm on humanity, the Messiah, Jesus, would defeat and destroy him definitively. 
· That the Christ must suffer these things:  

Psalm 22:1-18 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?  2 O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent.  3 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel.  4 In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them.  5 They cried to you and were saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointed.  6 But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people.  7 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads:  8 "He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him."  9 Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you even at my mother's breast.  10 From birth I was cast upon you; from my mother's womb you have been my God.  11 Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.  12 Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.  13 Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me.  14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me.  15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death.  16 Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.  17 I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me.  18 They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.
Isaiah 53:1-6 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.  3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.  5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed

Both David and Isaiah saw in vivid detail the suffering of the Christ.  These two disciples were confused because they did not know the Scripture.  Jesus taught it to them and showed them how it spoke of Him. 

· The Scripture told that Messiah would afterward “enter into His glory.”
Isaiah 60:19-21  19 "No longer will you have the sun for light by day, Nor for brightness will the moon give you light; But you will have the LORD for an everlasting light, And your God for your glory.  20 "Your sun will no longer set, Nor will your moon wane; For you will have the LORD for an everlasting light, And the days of your mourning will be over.  21 "Then all your people will be righteous; They will possess the land forever, The branch of My planting, The work of My hands, That I may be glorified.
Zechariah 14:4-7; 8-9 4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.  ….8 And in that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea; it will be in summer as well as in winter.  9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His name the only one.

Everything is going according to the Scriptures was the message.  Even today Jesus has not yet entered into His rightful glorious place, but dear ones, everything is going along just as the Bible says. This is why we need not be confused or depressed over the state of this world or even our own lives. 
IV. Men still see Christ today through the proclamation of the Scripture and God’s Sovereign power in opening their eyes. [28-35]
Luke 24:28-32 28 And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He were going farther.  29 But they urged Him, saying, "Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over." So He went in to stay with them.  30 When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them.  31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight.  32 They said to one another, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?"
Jesus could have revealed Himself to them clearly when He walked up to them on the road, but Christ was true to His ministry right to the end.  He came to glorify the Father and the Father is glorified by the Word.  Notice the testimony of the two disciples: "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?" After the two get up and rush back to Jerusalem a similar thing happens. 

Luke 24:33-36 3 And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them, 34 saying, "The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon."  35 They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.  36 While they were telling these things, He Himself stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace be to you."
Luke 24:44-45 44 Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."  45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
It was the exposition of the Scripture that Jesus used to set their hearts on fire.  Why? Because He was departing the Earth physically and leaving us with the Scripture and the Holy Spirit.  He is setting the agenda.  He is making the marching orders clear.  The church is to proclaim Christ from the Scriptures. When given the chance Christ would preach the Scripture. 
CONCLUSION:  

· Even when you are struggling with depression and loss Christ is with you.

· On our own we will never understand God or the circumstances surrounding our lives.  Is He really here? Why doesn’t He seem to care?  How can He possibly love me and not help me?

· Jesus trusted the Scripture to reveal Him.  When the Bible says He set us an example it covers this too.  He could have appealed to their sense, but choose instead to take them to the Scriptures. 

· We can take men to the Scriptures to see Christ.  It is the way God reveals Himself to men.  We have the same Scriptures that Christ had plus the NT.  We have the same Holy Spirit who both superintended their writing and convinces unbelievers of their truth.  We still have Christ with us on the road of life.  Christ has called us to live for Him and bring men and women to Him.  You have all the necessary tools to actually do this job.  We can pray and proclaim with expectation that God will save our friends, family and loved ones. 
· Now in closing.  What about us?  In the process of growing in the Christian life how much emphasis do you put on knowing the Bible compared with knowing what others think or think about the Bible?  How many hours do you read books that offer an opinion on what God’s Word says or some esoteric insight into life that the Bible forgot to mention.  Listen how God describes the sufficiency of the Scripture for your Salvation and your Life:

James 1:18  18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the Word of Truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.

1 Peter 1:23 23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring Word of God.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 6 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

2 Peter 1:3-4 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.
· In the light of all this:
· Are there some doctrinal or moral questions that you just never seem to be able to settle no matter how many books you read?  Are you certain you know everything the Bible has to say about them?  Have you personally looked at every passage in the Scripture that speaks to this issue?

· Finally, which of the following would you think most likely to help you discover God’s will in certain circumstances that you face?
· Advice from others

· Your conscience

· A Bible Study or Sermon

· Your feelings

Dear Friends, We are inclined to speak of the importance of the Bible in our everyday life but often do not even know what it teaches about our everyday life.  When Jesus wanted to speak with power and certainty He spoke from the Bible.  There were few times that He ever departed from that pattern.  I challenge you to know your Bible.  Get into a study.  Read some books that teach you the Bible better not just offer opinions about God and His ways.  Memorize a verse this month.  Make a commitment to know what the Bible says about the issues in your life that you are puzzled over. Try to read something everyday from the Word.  
Psalm 1:1-6 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!  2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.  3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers.  4 The wicked are not so, But they are like chaff which the wind drives away.  5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.  6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the wicked will perish.
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