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Introduction:

Before we look at the text this morning let me just give you a brief timeline of the Order of Events recorded in these passages of Scripture. 
· Jesus was put to death on Friday Afternoon about the ninth hour or 3:00 PM  
· Joseph and Nicodemus came and took the body, 
· They prepared His body in the normal Jewish custom. More about this later. 
· Joseph put Jesus in his own “new tomb”  before sunset
· On Sunday morning Mary Magdalene came and saw the empty tomb
· She then ran to tell Peter and John [the other disciple]. 
· Peter and John came and looked.
· They did not understand from the Scripture that Jesus was to rise from the dead.  God was using the Scripture even then to reveal His Son. 
· Peter and John went home, but…

· Mary stayed and stood there weeping.  She was the first to arrive and the last to leave.  More about this later.
· While weeping Mary looked into the tomb.
· There she saw two angels

· They asked her why she was weeping

· She said, “They have taken away my Lord.”
· She then turns and sees Jesus, but does not recognize Him. 
· Jesus asks her why she is weeping.
· She responds with the same answer she gave to the angels. She does not understand the Scripture either. 
· Jesus then calls her name.  John 10:3 He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
· She recognizes Him when He calls her name.  John 10:4 His sheep follow him because they know his voice.
· She clings [hangs on] to Him

· He tells her to go tell the others

· She then goes and tells everyone just like He told her to do
This is the gospel account. This morning I would like to consider four life changing facts that emerge from it and still impact us 2,000 years after the reality of their occurrence.  
They are: 


· The Fact of the Empty Tomb
· The Fact that Christ is known through the Scripture.

· The Fact that Jesus Conquered death 

· The Fact that Jesus seeks His own. 
I. The Fact of the Empty Tomb and what it means to you.
A. It means that everything Jesus said about Himself is actually true. So, what did Jesus say about Himself that would be relevant to me today? 
· He said He was the Lord God.  That would mean that He made us and we are therefore accountable to Him. 

John 10:30-33 30 "I and the Father are one."  31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him.  32 Jesus answered them, "I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?"  33 The Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God."
· He said He had the power to forgive sins.  Those would be your sins and mine.  

Mark 2:5-11 5 And Jesus seeing their faith said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven."  6 But some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 7 "Why does this man speak that way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?"  8 Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they were reasoning that way within themselves, said to them, "Why are you reasoning about these things in your hearts?  9 "Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven'; or to say, 'Get up, and pick up your pallet and walk '?  10 "But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins "-- He said to the paralytic, 11 "I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet and go home."

· He said religion and good works will not eliminate our sins. Jesus is the only one who can take away your sin.

Romans 3:27-28   27 Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith.  28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.

Romans 6:23   23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
B. It means that everyman must consider three important questions:
i. Is Christ Really God the Son?  Jesus said He was and when asked to back up His claims said He would lay down His life for our sins and then take it back up again.  This He most certainly did. 
ii. Is He really the only way that I can have eternal life?  We are accustomed to many choices, but Jesus gives us one.   
John 14:6   6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

Now stop and reason with me for just a moment.  If Jesus is the   creator of everything including you, would He not have the total right to define how men should be forgiven from their sins?  This is why we must look to the Bible for these answers and not to men and their religions.  Jesus said that He alone provided the acceptable sacrifice for your sins.  It is an exclusive offer, but it cannot be said to be unfair, because not only did He provide it, at the cost of His own life, He also told us about it and commanded His servants to preach it plainly throughout the entire world. 

iii. Is what I want in this life really worth sacrificing eternity for?  Life here is short.  We work to have the things we want and to accumulate what we hope will satisfy us, but in the end it is all left behind.  
Matthew 16:25-26 25 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.  26 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  

Bad News / Good News: Jesus clearly implies that when you stand before Him you will really have nothing to barter with.  That is the bad news!!  The Good News is that Jesus procured your salvation on the Cross and if you come to Him in faith He will give it to you free. No Cost.  It is a grace salvation purchased on your behalf by Jesus Christ our Lord. 
II. The Fact that Salvation and Christ are known only through the Scriptures

A. Even the Disciples, like us needed to understand what the Scripture says about Jesus Christ.

John 20:8-9 8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed.  9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.

B. A few of the key things the Old Testament Scripture had to say about the Messiah’s arrival.

· God had predicted the place of Christ’s Birth.

Micah 5:2 2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity."

· God had predicted the extraordinary nature of Christ’s Birth
Isaiah 7:14 4 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.

· God Had promised that the Messiah would not be abandoned to the Grave. He would rise.
Psalm 16:9-10 9 Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will dwell securely.  10 For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.

What this means for us is apparent.  All this happened to Jesus precisely because God ordained it to happen and revealed it through the prophets in the Scripture.  In so doing God authenticates the message of Christ and the Gospels: “There is only one way to heaven and it was purchased for you by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is God the Son.” 
III. The Fact that God was intent on conquering death and revealing it to men with many proofs. Here are four of the many proofs that exist. 
A. The Posted Guard  [Matt. 27:62-65]

Matthew 27:62-65  62 Now on the next day, the day after the preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered together with Pilate,  63 and said, "Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I am to rise again.'  64 "Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day, otherwise His disciples may come and steal Him away and say to the people, 'He has risen from the dead,' and the last deception will be worse than the first."  65 Pilate said to them, "You have a guard; go, make it as secure as you know how."
These were Romans.  They were the best troops in the world and if they slept on watch they were killed.  They simply did not sleep on watch.  God wanted them posted over the tomb because they were the best.  
Matthew 28:2-4   2 And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.  3 And his appearance was like lightning and his clothing as white as snow.  4 The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men.
The guards knew what happened.  They were not asleep.  I imagine that they told plenty of people once they were out of danger of execution for dereliction of duty.  

B.  The Seal on the Tomb  [Matt. 27:66]

Matthew 27:65-66 65 Pilate said to them, "You have a guard; go, make it as secure as you know how."  66 And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard they set a seal on the stone.
This is a Roman seal.  It is broken on penalty of death.  It was a further safeguard against tampering with the grave and the body.  A deeper proof of the actual event of the resurrection established by God. There was no body snatching going on here. The Guard and the Seal were put in place to make that impossible. 
C. The Severe Earthquake and The Rolled away stone [28:2]
This is the second Earthquake that weekend.  Again God is getting the attention of those around.  He connects the opening of the tomb with the earthquake as if to say “look at this, this tomb is open!!”

Matthew 28:2-3  2 And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.  3 And his appearance was like lightning and his clothing as white as snow.
The first one is recorded in Matthew 27 and is even more striking.  It took place just a couple days before on Friday.  It is now Sunday.  It is unlikely that these events have left the minds of the people present only 3 days after they occurred.  Let’s look at the first one. 
Matthew 27:50-54 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.  51 And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split.  52 The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many.  54 Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, "Truly this was the Son of God!"

· It opened up the Most Holy Place where God was hidden from man and made the way directly into His presence.  

· It was severe enough to split rocks.

· It was connected with a “mini-resurrection” God opened a number of graves and sent the resurrected saints back into the city, presumably to knock on the doors of there living ancestors. 

· It was severe enough to scare Roman Soldiers.

D. The Linen grave clothes and spices [John 19:38-42 and 20:3-9]
John 19:38-42  38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate granted permission. So he came and took away His body.  39 Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds weight.  40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen wrappings with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews.  41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid.  42 Therefore because of the Jewish day of preparation, since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

The women who came on Sunday morning probably did not realize that this preparation had been done or else felt that it should be done even more thoroughly, but Joseph and Nicodemus had brought more than 100 pounds of these spices to use with the linen wrappings.  The process was to anoint the body and then wrap it in linen.  Then put more spices on the linen and wrap it again.  Eventually, this process would use up the spices and linen available and the body would be encased.  It would be next to impossible to free oneself from something like this.  Also if the person were not dead when this process was started they would be by the time it was finished.  It would have been difficult to breath through this type of thing.  Jesus was dead!  His executioners thought He was dead.  They even thrust a spear up under His ribs to assure that it was. Joseph and Nicodemus thought He was dead because they embalmed him in the customary way. This took place on Friday evening.  

Jesus spent exactly one full day in the tomb.  That full day was the Jewish Sabbath.  They made certain they got Him down from the cross and into that tomb before the Sabbath began and Jesus left the tomb as soon as it was over.  There are two reasons why this is important: 

· When God the Son finished creating the universe in six days He then rested on the seventh.  The pre-incarnate Christ created all things.  

Colossians 1:16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him.
So what is God the Son doing here on the cross?  Simply this; After finishing the work of redemption He rested on the Sabbath. It was the perfect rest after the perfect work. It is the new creation which was fulfilled in Christ.  It is the Resurrection we commemorate.  
· Jesus said that He did not come to destroy the law and the prophets but to fulfill them instead:

Matthew 5:17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.

The word translated “fulfill” means to complete or even to bring to its logical conclusion.  All that the law demanded and the prophets predicted was brought to a conclusion by Jesus.  To impress this point on the world, even the Jews, He spent exactly one full day in the tomb, resting, and that day was the Sabbath.  Men today, have no cause to keep the Sabbath.  The disciples knew that.  The Sabbath commemorated the creation. They began to meet on the first day of the week to commemorate the New Creation secured by Christ’s resurrection on that day. 
One final thought about the linen grave clothes:

John 20:6-9     6 And so Simon Peter also came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself.
Here is a sharp difference between the resurrection of Lazarus, who came forth from the tomb bound by the grave clothes and then needed to be unwrapped.  Jesus simply passed right through them, leaving them undisturbed in the place where they lay.  

IV. The Fact that Jesus sought His own on that morning and is still seeking them today. 

John 20:14-16 She turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus.  15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, "Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away."  16 Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, "Rabboni!" (which means, Teacher).

He Drew Mary to the tomb [to consider the evidence] The Earthquake and the rolled away stone both drew Mary to the empty tomb that morning.
He showed Himself to them [to confirm the evidence] He showed Himself first to the one who seemed to love Him most.  Mary the sinner.  The redeemed moral outcast, stood alone outside the tomb weeping.  “If only I could have seen Him one more time.”  If only I would have been able to perform one last act of service and worship for Him.”  John 10:3 He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
· There was another sinner of a different type that Jesus redeemed.  He was a man of culture and education, a lawyer and teacher of the law.  His name was Paul and he was entirely the opposite of the woman above.  He too was sought out and then called by name on a lonely stretch of road leading to Damascus. This is what He told Timothy about his calling.  
1 Timothy 1:13-16 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.  14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners-- of whom I am the worst.  16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.
Conclusion:  
· Jesus is still seeking the lost.  He said it was His purpose in coming. 
Luke 19:10   10 "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."

John 10:4   His sheep follow him because they know his voice.
· He is still calling
Matthew 11:28-30   28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."
· He is still the only answer to the question: What must I do to be saved?”

Romans 10:8-11 If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  11 As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame."
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