Behold the King!!!  No…Crucify Him!
Matthew 21:1-17
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Introduction:

Before we look at our text this morning let’s just review all the events that have led up to this point in the account of Christ’s final weeks on this earth:

Events have move quickly in the past weeks.  John records in chapter nine the healing of a man born blind.  This was something that had not been done in Israel before Jesus appeared.  In chapter eleven Jesus does something even more spectacular.  He raises to life a man who is clearly dead.   It is the final few weeks leading up to the time that God had chosen from the beginning of time to redeem His creation through the death and resurrection of His Son.
When we come to this account, Jesus has just left Jericho where He again confounded the multitudes by healing blind men.  By now Jesus is not holding anything back.  He is revealing Himself clearly to be the Messiah and oddly enough the multitudes are recognizing Him.  John tells us that although the world did not recognize Him; the problem with Israel was that they did not receive Him. Jesus made His presence and Person known to Israel.  Israel as a nation did not receive Him, but many of these in our passage this morning did. 
John 1:10-12   10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name
John gives us the exact time frame in his gospel account. It is now six days before the Passover.  Jesus is in Bethany having dinner.  
John 12:1 Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.  2 So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. 
There is quite a crowd present.  It is the Passover week.  The pilgrims have arrived from all over the nation for the feast.  Jesus is known in the whole width and breadth of the country.  Those who witnessed Lazarus’ resurrection have gone everywhere testifying about it.  Let’s see who all was there: 

· Mary is there and anoints Him for His burial.  Mary knew He was the Messiah. 

John 12:3 Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  
· Judas is there and reveals his true character of unbelief. 

John 12:4-8 But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said, 5 "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?"  6 Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it.  7 Therefore Jesus said, "Let her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial.  8 "For you always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me."  
· The multitude was there with a mixed motive.  John says they were curious to see Lazarus but nevertheless, many people were believing in Christ because of that miracle. 

John 12:9 The large crowd of the Jews then learned that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead.  
John 12:17-18 So the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued to testify about Him.  18 For this reason also the people went and met Him, because they heard that He had performed this sign.

· The Pharisees were somewhere around plotting, not only to kill Jesus, but also Lazarus. 
John 12:10 But the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death also; 11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and were believing in Jesus. 

So here is the scene:  

· It is the Sunday before the Passover in which Jesus will become our Passover Lamb. 1 Corinthians 5:7 For Christ, our Passover also has been sacrificed.
· He had just arrived there from Jericho where He had again healed the blind.

· The crowd had followed Him. Many of the crowd in Jericho were no doubt the pilgrims on their way to keep the Passover. 

· He is just 2 miles to the east of Jerusalem in the village of Bethany.

· Everyone in Jerusalem and the surrounding area knows He is there.

· It is now the Passover week and the entire nation is present in Jerusalem.  

· He has been holding nothing back and is revealing Himself to Israel.
· Mary anoints Him for His burial.

· The next day Jesus leaves for Jerusalem.  This would have been on a Monday. [John 12:12] 

This is the background of Matthew’s account.  Let’s turn to Matthew 21:1-17 and look at that text together.  God and His Word are inseparable therefore, The Word is powerful like God Himself.  It should not surprise us then that Matthew gives five convincing proofs from the Old Testament Scriptures, of Christ’s claim to be Israel’s Messiah and Her God.

· The Old Testament Scripture predicted the Manner of His Arrival
· The Old Testament Scripture predicted the Time of His Arrival

· The Old Testament Scripture predicted the Response to His Arrival

· The Old Testament Scripture predicted the Zeal of His Arrival

· The Old Testament Scripture predicted the Confirmation of His Arrival
Jesus said concerning Himself: 

Matthew 5:17-18 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.  18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
Let’s take them in order starting with the little baby donkey. 

The Manner of His Arrival:

Matthew’s New Testament Account: 

Matthew 21:1-5  When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples,  2 saying to them, "Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me.  3 "If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord has need of them,' and immediately he will send them."  4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  5 "SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, 'BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF BURDEN.'"
The crowds are recognizing Him by His actions and the time has come to drive home this point with overwhelming force.  Jesus does this by impressing the disciples once again with His deity and the multitudes with His credentials. 

As Jesus approached the next little village overlooking Jerusalem, He suddenly stops and sends two of His disciples on an errand.  Like everything else that is going on, Jesus has orchestrated this as well. 

· Jesus knows that there will be a “young” donkey.  This is actually almost a newborn foal and not a more mature donkey that just happens to be the foal of the mare nearby. Only Matthew mentions the mother, but all the other gospel writers affirm the extremely young nature of the foal. 

· Jesus told the disciples what to say if someone should ask them what they were doing.  Mark records that someone did in fact ask. 

Mark 11:4-6 They went away and found a colt tied at the door, outside in the street; and they untied it.  5 Some of the bystanders were saying to them, "What are you doing, untying the colt?"  6 They spoke to them just as Jesus had told them, and they gave them permission.

· Jesus knew the exact location of the foal and the predisposition of its owners to let it go. 
On top of all these startling things is the fact that Israel knew from the Bible, the manner in which her Messiah should come. All this is clearly designed to demonstrate Christ’s Deity and fulfill all that the Scriptures had said concerning Him:  

The Old Testament Prophetic Account: 
Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
This donkey and her foal were in the mind of Christ from the beginning of time.  This is why He could instruct the disciples where to find them.  Now please stop and think with me for just a moment.  Jesus is not just waving a magic wand and making these things happen.  They were predetermined to happen by God Himself.  Jesus knew they would be there because He ordained them to be and saw them there from all eternity. He has already known about this day and all its details from eternity past.  These events are not unfolding randomly like they would for us.  They are all known to Christ.  He sends two of the disciples to fetch the donkey.  There are crowds everywhere. It is well calculated from eternity to reveal His Glory. 

The Time of His Arrival:

John tells us that it is on the Monday of the Passover week that this event takes place.  It is a precise day in history.  It is March 30th, 33 AD.  It is also the exact day that the Scriptures had predicted His arrival.  Perhaps nothing in all Scripture is more mind boggling than the information given to Daniel by Gabriel and recorded in Daniel nine. Time does not permit us to expound this passage as thoroughly as I would like.  I want into some depth on it in our Revelation study.  I am going to just hit it briefly assuring you that these assertions are fully supportable.  
When Jesus stopped on the crest of the hill overlooking Jerusalem that day He seemed deaf to the acclaim of the crowd.  Instead Luke records this statement: 

Luke 19:41-42 41 When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it,  42 saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace

“This day” is the exact day that God had ordained from the beginning of time for the presentation of Israel’s Messiah to the nation.  They were about to miss it and Jesus knew it. Just how precisely are we to take the term “this day?”  Let’s see. 
Daniel 9:24-26  4 "Seventy weeks [490 years] have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place.  25 "So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem [March 5th 444 BC] until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; [483 years] it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.  26 "Then after the sixty-two weeks [after the 483 years are completed] the Messiah will be cut off [killed] and have nothing, [no descendents, no possessions] and the people [Romans] of the prince who is to come [Anti-Christ] will destroy the city and the sanctuary.

· This morning is exactly 483 lunar or prophetic years from the time of the decree. 

· Daniel was told that as soon as the 483 years had finished the Messiah would be killed

· Daniel was told that Jerusalem would be destroyed after the 483 years as well 

God knew about this day.  It was never a surprise to Him.  
The Response to His Arrival: 

Matthew’s New Testament Account: 

Matthew 21:8-11 Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the road.  9 The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!"  10 When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, "Who is this?"  11 And the crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee."

Several things distinguish this account of the crowd from all others found in the New Testament. The crowd is unwittingly offering a Biblical response to the arrival of their King and Messiah.  Sadly, they never grasp the true nature of Christ.  They knew He was a prophet.  They knew He was a miracle worker.  They thought He might deliver them from their oppressors, but never imagined He would deliver them from their sins. At least two of the things they did that day were documented in the Bible centuries before:

The Old Testament Prophetic Account: 
The spreading of their coats was a Biblically known gesture before the King.  Israel had not had a king now for over 500 years.  She has not had one to this day.  Christ Jesus was honored that day before all Israel as their King, but they never knew He was their God: 
2 Kings 9:12-13 Thus says the LORD, "I have anointed you king over Israel."'"  13 Then they hurried and each man took his garment and placed it under him on the bare steps, and blew the trumpet, saying, "Jehu is king!"

The shouting of Hosanna to the Son of David was sometimes done in Israel on very solemn festivals.  
Edershiem states that, “according to Jewish tradition it was also chanted antiphonally [responsively] by the people of Jerusalem, as they went to welcome the festive pilgrims on their arrival, the latter always responding in the second clause of each verse, till the last verse of the Psalm was reached which was sung by both parties in unison.”  
So although the crowd was singing a welcome to their Messiah there is little evidence that Jesus was truly embraced by many of them that day.  This is the song that was being sung.  

Psalm 118:23-29 This is the LORD'S doing; It is marvelous in our eyes.  24 This is the day which the LORD has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  25 O LORD, do save, [HOSANNA!] we beseech You; O LORD, we beseech You, do send prosperity!  26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; We have blessed you from the house of the LORD.  27 The LORD is God, and He has given us light; Bind the festival sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar.  28 You are my God, and I give thanks to You; You are my God, I extol You.  29 Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; For His loving-kindness is everlasting.

Ellicott gives us this further insight.  “It is now hardly possible to form a just conception of the appearance which Jerusalem and its vicinity must have presented at the season of the Passover.  All the open ground near the city and perhaps the sides of the very hill down which our Lord had recently passed were now, probably, being covered with the tents and temporarily erected structures of the gathering multitudes, who even thus early would have most likely found every available abode in the city completely full. We are not left without some data of the actual amount of the gathered numbers, as we have a calculation of Josephus based upon the number of lambs sacrificed [265,500], according to which it would appear that even at the very low estimate of 10 persons to each lamb the number of people assembled must have been little short of 2,700,000. 

These observations are not without importance theologically. They show that our Lord’s rejection and death is not merely to be laid to the malevolence of the party of the Sanhedrin and to the wild clamors of a city mob, but may justly be considered, though done in partial ignorance, the act of the nation.”  

This is exactly how Jesus could say: 

Luke 13:34-35 34 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not have it!  35 "Behold, your house is left to you desolate; and I say to you, you will not see Me until the time comes when you say, 'BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!'"

The Zeal of His Arrival:

Matthew’s New Testament Account: 

Matthew 21:12-13  12 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves.  13 And He said to them, "It is written, 'MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER'; but you are making it a ROBBERS' DEN."

At the very beginning of His ministry Jesus had done a similar thing.  John records it in chapter two of his gospel.
John 2:14-17 And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables.  15 And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables;  16 and to those who were selling the doves He said, "Take these things away; stop making My Father's house a place of business."  17 His disciples remembered that it was written, "ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME."

Matthew is again here pointing us to the fact that the Scriptures speak of Christ and Jesus is the Christ. 

The Old Testament Prophetic Account: 
Psalm 69:9   9 For zeal for Your house has consumed me, And the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me.

Isaiah 56:6-7  6 "Also the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, To minister to Him, and to love the name of the LORD, To be His servants, every one who keeps from profaning the Sabbath And holds fast My covenant;  7 Even those I will bring to My holy mountain And make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; For My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples."

Jeremiah 7:11 11 "Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of robbers in your sight? Behold, I, even I, have seen it," declares the LORD.
The Confirmation of His Arrival: 

Matthew’s New Testament Account: 

Matthew 21:14 And the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them.

John the Baptist, while in prison sent men to inquire of Jesus concerning His identity.  They asked Him a very direct question.  Typically, He gave them an indirect answer but it would have been fully sufficient for any Biblically literate believer. 

Luke 7:20-23 When the men came to Him, they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to You, to ask, 'Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else?'"  21 At that very time He cured many people of diseases and afflictions and evil spirits; and He gave sight to many who were blind22 And He answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM.  23 "Blessed is he who does not take offense at Me."
Jesus offered Scriptural Old Testament proof to John the Baptist.  He knew that John would discern from the Scripture the correct answer to his question.  Here are the Scriptures Jesus was certain John would know. 
The Old Testament Prophetic Account: 
Psalm 146:8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind The LORD raises up those who are bowed down; The LORD loves the righteous;

Isaiah 29:18 On that day the deaf will hear words of a book, and out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.

Isaiah 42:16 "I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, In paths they do not know I will guide them. I will make darkness into light before them and rugged places into plains. These are the things I will do, and I will not leave them undone."

CONCLUSION: 

What is God’s purpose in this astounding event? Several things present themselves in closing: 

· The events leading up to Good Friday and Easter Sunday were known to God before the foundation of the world.   Jesus is in control and is fulfilling the plan of redemption for the world. Jesus came to bear your sins in His own body on the cross. 
John 10:17-18   17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.

· The Old Testament Scripture speaks of the Messiah and prophecies of Him so precisely that Israel had to harden her heart against the Bible not just Jesus. 

· Even if men give grudgingly or ignorantly, they will one day acknowledge Jesus. No man living including you my friend will fail to one day worship Christ and confess Him as Lord.  The Pharisees tried to stop it.  Jesus said it could not be hindered by men.

Matthew 21:15-16   15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that He had done, and the children who were shouting in the temple, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they became indignant  16 and said to Him, "Do You hear what these children are saying?" And Jesus said to them, "Yes; have you never read, 'OUT OF THE MOUTH OF INFANTS AND NURSING BABIES YOU HAVE PREPARED PRAISE FOR YOURSELF'?"

Luke 19:37-40  37 As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they had seen,  38 shouting: "BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"  39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, rebuke Your disciples."  40 But Jesus answered, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!”
Philippians 2:9-11 God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Finally, God is intent on filling the Earth with His Glory.  We may assist or resist, but it will be done nevertheless.  As we can do nothing for or against God let us determine from the Bible, His established intention and purpose to be a part of it.  Do we know what it is?  Most decidedly!  The coming of Jesus into Jerusalem and the events that we will study next week all confirm what the prophet Habakkuk said.
Habakkuk 2:11-14   11 "Surely the stone will cry out from the wall, and the rafter will answer it from the framework...…14 "For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.
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