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Introduction:

Jesus has been performing signs as He ministered around the Sea of Galilee and along the coast of the Mediterranean.  During one such time He was confronted by the religious leaders from Jerusalem. True to form, they have shown up looking for a reason to accuse Him, but as usual got more than they bargained for in a verbal exchange with Christ. [15:1-9] Legalists are ill at ease with Biblicists.  The “we have always done it this way” crowd does not much care for expository preaching.  By that I mean they do not wish to hear what God has to say on a certain subject.  Their minds are made up.  Jesus points out that, while they are accusing Him of breaking their religious traditions, they are breaking the commandments of God. When men make up their own religions on the fly, this will always happen.  Dear Friends,  pray and ask God to keep you from being like this.  Many in our churches today cherish that which they do by tradition above the Word of God.  With the rebirth of  bold expository preaching in our day, many great preachers are being asked to leave their churches.  These churches do not want to be exposed to the unvarnished Word of God. 
Knowing they are offended by God’s Word, Jesus tells them another story connected to the accusation of the Pharisees against Him. [15:10-20] He uses this exchange to teach the crowds and His disciples some profound truth, but their concerns were for the offence given to the religious leaders of the day.  Nevertheless, we may profit from it. What is His main point of Matthew 15:10-20?  Simply this:  The heart is corrupt.  Yes, it is true that we should not knowingly corrupt ourselves, but here is a news flash.  You are already corrupt.  It is your heart.  It is not something you drank or ate.  It is your heart.  It is not something you saw or heard.  The thoughts, the lies, the anger, even the profane words….IT IS YOUR HEART! There is a remedy for the sin sick heart, but trust me when I say, “It is the heart that is the problem.”
Near Tyre, on the coast, He delivers a Canaanite daughter from a cruel demonic possession. [15:21-28]  Then, heading back to Galilee He performed many signs. [15:29-31]  He even fed the crowd again.  This time there were 4,000. It was a different crowd than before and Jesus had compassion on them.  [15:32-39]
By now Jesus has worked His way around to the northeastern side of the Sea of Galilee. It is from here that he gets into a boat and heads across the lake to a place called Magadan. This is in all probability the home of Mary Magdalene and it is on the western side of the sea. Here he encountered the Pharisees and Sadducees and brings us to our text this morning.  Turn in your Bible to Matthew 16:13-24
Matthew 16:13-24  13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"  14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets."  15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  17 And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  18 "I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.  19 "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven."  20 Then He warned the disciples that they should tell no one that He was the Christ.  21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.  22 Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You."  23 But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's."  24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.
This morning we will look at three groups of people and one individual that appear in our passage.  They are: The People of Galilee, The Pharisees and Sadducees, The Twelve, and Peter.”   
Let’s begin by asking, “What is the real reason men do not believe?”   Is the message of the gospel too hard to understand?  Perhaps it is too easy?  Men do not appreciate things that appear to be too easily obtained.  Like a penny or a piece of bread.  Perhaps the message is not relevant to the 21st century?  If people liked church better or could see some practical reason for Christ, then maybe they would believe.  I have heard it said that men would believe if they saw miracles and healings being done in church.  Some have said they had visions of Jesus or an angel. Certainly such things, if done today would bring men to believe.  Let’s look at the Scripture to see if it will yield an answer for us. 
I. The People of Galilee [15:29-39]
Matthew 15:29-39  29 Departing from there, Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, and having gone up on the mountain, He was sitting there.  30 And large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them.  31 So the crowd marveled as they saw the mute speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.  32 And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, "I feel compassion for the people, because they have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way."  33 The disciples said to Him, "Where would we get so many loaves in this desolate place to satisfy such a large crowd?"  34 And Jesus said to them, "How many loaves do you have?" And they said, "Seven, and a few small fish."  35 And He directed the people to sit down on the ground;  36 and He took the seven loaves and the fish; and giving thanks, He broke them and started giving them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.  37 And they all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, seven large baskets full.  38 And those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.  39 And sending away the crowds, Jesus got into the boat and came to the region of Magadan.
This is what the Greek text says about the People in verse 31.  They did not just catch a glimpse of one of these miracles.  It says that they while they were watching they marveled.  They said, “WOW!”   They said, “This is marvelous!”  because they were not just seeing some isolated happenings.  They were seeing people they knew beyond a shadow of a doubt were lame, walking.  They did not struggle to their feet and take a few halting steps.  They were walking.  Likewise they heard the mute speaking and observed the blind seeing and they themselves were saying “praise the God of Israel.”  
They were also a different crowd than the one Jesus had fed earlier.  They were apparently not following in order to get a free lunch. They are, by all accounts a more virtuous  group than often appears in the gospels.  They saw the miracles and they glorified God.  They themselves did not ask for a sign. You cannot help but like this crowd.  It may be that they are getting it.  We will have to wait for a bit and return to them to see if that is, in fact, the case.  
II. The Pharisees and the Sadducees [16:1-6]

Matthew 16:1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, they asked Him to show them a sign from heaven.  2 But He replied to them, "When it is evening, you say, 'It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.'  3 "And in the morning, 'There will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening.' Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?  4 "An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah." And He left them and went away.
They ask for a sign from heaven.  Apparently, God coming down from heaven is not enough for them because they do not believe.  Jesus responds with an object lesson and another implied rebuke.  “You are skilled at predicting tomorrows weather by looking at tonight’s sky, but you who so love signs cannot discern the “sign of the times.”  These are men skilled in the Old Testament but they are ignoring it.  Unbelievers always ignore the Scripture and desire something more.  
Jesus has had this conversation with them before.  Turn back in your Bibles to chapter 12:38-42.  What is the sign of the Prophet Jonah?  Jesus explains it here and feels no need to do so again.  He knows they already know. 
· Just like Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the “huge fish”  Jesus will be in the heart of the earth.  He will be in the grave. 
· Just as Jonah was vomited up on the land.  Jesus will come forth alive from that tomb.  

And there is even more. 

· In the judgment the wicked, despicable people of Nineveh will condemn the Pharisees because they repented when Jonah preached and now one greater than Jonah is there preaching to them. 

These men had no interest whatsoever in Christ.  They were testing Christ. [16:1]  Their intent was malicious and Jesus knows it.  They needed no signs.  They have been in the crowds and seen the healings and the other miracles.  Their purpose is entrapment.  They are staring at the incarnate God and incredibly, they feel perfectly comfortable trying to trap Him into some mistake so that they can accuse Him .  This is the state of  the souls of the leaders of Israel.  It is  made even worse by self-righteous religion. Jesus offers only the sign of Jonah and then leaves.  They may watch and reject, but Christ will not pander to their unbelief or seek their approval  We will make a final determination about them in just a minute. 
III. The Twelve [16:7-15]

Matthew 16:5-12  5 And the disciples came to the other side of the sea, but they had forgotten to bring any bread.  6 And Jesus said to them, "Watch out and beware of the 1leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees."  7 They began to discuss this among themselves, saying, "He said that because we did not bring any bread."  8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, "You men of little faith, why do you discuss among yourselves that you have no bread?  9 "Do you not yet understand or remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets full you picked up?  10 "Or the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many large baskets full you picked up?  11 "How is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees."  12 Then they understood that He did not say to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
About this time the disciples showed up and they had forgotten to bring any bread to eat.  As they are going westward along the road to the coast,  Jesus begins to teach them about the insidious nature of the self-righteousness of the Pharisees. [16:6-11]  They do not get it at all. And Jesus has to rebuke them and try to get His point across.  [16:12]  This is the state of the disciples soul even though they walked and talked with Jesus.
Now consider the twelve for a moment.  They are living with Jesus.  Although they come and go at times, they are, primarily, His full time companions.  They see Him when no one else is watching.  Like that room mate or spouse.  We know what they are really like.  They also get private tutoring.  If they have trouble with the lesson they could and sometimes did, ask for more clarity. 

They have observed every miracle, healing and resurrection and yet in this passage they are still unable to understand a simple metaphor about leaven.    Jesus said they did not understand the feeding of the five or the four thousand. [16:8-10]  After nearly perishing at sea and being saved by Jesus walking on the water,  Mark records:  “they had not gained any insight from the incident of the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.  Mark 6:52  There is a little breakthrough here, but as we will soon see they still did not perceive Christ Jesus for what He was, even though they walked with Him. 
IV. Peter [16:16-23]
Matthew 16:13-17  13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"  14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets." 
As they approach the coastal region Jesus begins to speak to His disciples.  We would put it something like this.  “You guys are mingling with the crowds when they follow me.  So tell me; Who are the people saying that I am?”  Before we look at their responses I want to consider again the three groups we have spoken of this morning. 
· The crowd marveled.  They did not turn away nor did they scoff.  Matthew records that they even “gave glory to the God of Israel.”  Jesus now wants to know something else.  He wants to know who they think He actually is.  He knows that they think He is a miracle worker.  He knows that they believe in God, but His question to the disciples reveals the real meaning of saving faith.  Men must know who Jesus is.  
· Likewise the disciples.  They are with Jesus all the time.  They are going to be given a chance to answer this question.  They are certainly not against Jesus.  They are His disciples, but do they know who He is? 

· Finally, there are the Pharisees and Scribes.  Unlike the other two groups they are opposed to Jesus and actively looking to discredit and defeat Him.  
So we have a nominally religious group that is favorable to Jesus.  We have a fanatical religious group that is actively opposed to Him and a small band of His personal friends who are spending their lives with Him.  Incredibly, they all have one thing in common.  None of them know who He actually is.  Can I say that once more:  None of these people actually know who Jesus is. 

Jesus’ identity has always been the main issue.  He has come into the world to save the lost by laying down His life for them.  Only God could do this.  There is no perfect sacrifice on this sin soaked planet.  One must be imported.  God the Son must become a perfect and sinless man, willing to bear our sins in His own body.  So Jesus asks,  “who do men say that I am.”  

The answers reveal their ignorance.  They have seen the miracles and eaten the bread and fish.  His own disciples have seen all that and also watched Him still the waves and the winds.  Most of them were there when John the Baptist declared, “Behold the Lamb of God that Takes away the sin of the World.”  What do they now say "Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets."  
The people do not know.  The Pharisees and Scribes do not know.  So Jesus says to His own, "But who do you say that I am?"  Perhaps the others could have answered but they did not.  I believe, for reasons I will show you, that they did not know either. Matthew records that Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  This is a glorious confession.  They are among the most splendid words ever spoken by a man. I never tire of hearing them or saying them.  This is truly Peter’s greatest hour.   He has given the most perfectly precise answer to the most important question ever asked.  WOW…..but wait…. Jesus turned to him and said, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.”
The greatest confession ever made by a man and he gets no credit for it whatsoever.  Do you realize what this means?  Do we get it?  Why is this story in the Bible?  Why does Jesus say what He does to Peter?  What are the ramifications for us?  Well, let us look at a few. 
Conclusion: 
Man cannot know God.  Jesus’ life on earth demonstrates this full well.  This is probably the most important thing you can learn about God and it is very basic.  Are you ready?  God is self-revealed.  Jesus said clearly that Peter was only blessed because the Father had revealed Christ to him. Furthermore, it is the Son that reveals the Father.  NIV John 1:18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.  John 14:9 He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father '?  What this means quite simply is that you cannot reveal Christ to men.  You can speak of Him to others.  You may even tell the good news of His coming to bear the sins of lost sinners but you and I cannot reveal Him to men.  This is staggeringly good news to me.  I felt like the weight of the world was lifted off me when I finally understood this truth.  
Now here is one other thought about this.  Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to do this revealing when He returned to heaven.  John 16:8-15  8 "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;  9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;  10 and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me;  11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.  12 "I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.  The Holy Spirit is the only person on earth who can reveal Christ to someone.  You need to let that soak in for a bit while we look at the hearts of the crowd and the religious leaders. 
The Hearts of the Crowd:  These are hearts that follow along at a distance.  Like the crowd they observe the things that God does and even say, “how marvelous”  They seem sincere.  Everyone in the world today cherishes sincerity.  It is much more highly prized than truth.  God prizes it to, but only truth will set you free from the power of sin and deliver you soul from hell. You need to be sincerely right not sincerely wrong.  Everyday life requires us to know this.  No matter how sincerely we wish to be in LA we must still go south on I5 and not North.  The pilot who sincerely believes there is no mountain in his flight path is nevertheless just as dead when he hits it.  It is by a peculiar convolution of the mind that men consign all their normal ways of thinking to the ash heap when they consider the eternal destiny of their own souls. Why do men do this?  It is the heart.  The heart of man cannot see God and it cannot understand Him.  1 Corinthians 2:14-16  14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  15 But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one.  16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.   
The Hearts of the Pharisees:  These are hearts that are corrupt, but they imagine themselves clean.  Millions of men today are following religions and gods of their own making.  The simple question Jesus asked His disciples will suffice to prove it.  Who do men say that I am?  Jehovah’s witnesses say that Jesus was Michael, a created being.  Mormons see Him as merely human and call Him our elder brother.  Countless protestants believe Him to be a mere man even an illegitimate child, whose disciples got carried away and made up the entire story of His life and resurrection.  He was a great religious teacher but certainly not God.  Why do men believe these things when the Scripture so clearly sets Him forth as God the Son?  It is the heart.  The heart of man cannot see God and it cannot understand Him.

Dear friends,  do such things not move you with compassion for the lost?  Can we scorn those who cannot believe?  In our own pride have we imagined that we were brighter and more astute than our dear Peter.  “The Father had to show Peter, but I figured it out by myself.”  No, dear one.  Jesus came for you.  He said so!  John 15:16  16 "You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.”   
Jesus choose us, His Spirit revealed Him to us.  We were brought from life to death by the Word and the Spirit. Titus 3:5-6  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior”  All this that we might go forth and bear much fruit.  
Matthew 9:35-38  35 Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.  36 Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd.  37 Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  38 "Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest."
· The fruit, spoken of by Jesus, is men and women. 
· Only God can reveal the Saving Glory of Christ to them.

· We have been saved because the Holy Spirit revealed Christ to us.

· Men and women we know will be saved the same way.

· The Holy Spirit is still alive and active in the world. It is folly to imagine that He cannot save men today. 

· Pray for the lost.  Pray, “Lord, quicken their hearts.  Make them alive in Christ for your glory.”   Even as we witness, All glory goes to you.
Finally: 

Do you have any confidence in the natural heart of man to see that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God?  Neither do I!

Do you have any confidence in our Sovereign God to quicken the dead and reveal Himself to the hearts of men?  Yes SO DO I!

Do you believe that God will still act in this world to bring Glory to Himself through the salvation of hopeless sinners?  Amen, SO DO I!
I know God still acts to save men. It is as true today as when Martin Luther wrote this Hymn.  It tells of God’s compassionate Sovereign  Salvation to us.  

In the devil’s dungeon chained I lay




The pangs of death swept o’er me.



My sin devoured me night and day




In which my mother bore me.



My anguish ever grew more rife,



I took no pleasure in my life




And sin had made me Crazy.



Then was the Father troubled sore




To see me ever languish.



In Everlasting Pity swore




To save me from my anguish



He turned to me His Father heart



And chose Himself a bitter part, 




His Dearest did it cost Him

Thus spoke the Son, “Hold thou to me,” 




From now on thou wilt make it.



I gave my very life for thee




And for thee I will stake it.



For I am thine and thou are mine,



And where I am our lives entwine,




The Old Fiend cannot shake it”
Pray
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