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Introduction:

Jesus delivered His most famous sermon about 18 months after being baptized and revealed as Messiah.  He had withdrawn to Galilee from Judea having originally gone back home to Nazareth.  Things became intolerable at home however, when a mob tried to murder Him after He revealed Himself to them in the Synagogue.  It is at this point that Matthew picks up the narrative for us.

Matthew 4:13-17

“and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 

This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 
       "THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI,
         BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES-- 
        "THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT,
         AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH,
         UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED." 

From that time Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."

Right after Jesus was baptized the previous spring, several of John’s disciples had followed Jesus while He was near the Jordan in Judea.  Apparently they did not follow Him as we often imagine.  They believed but they had returned to their occupations.   Just shortly before delivering the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus went along the shore of the sea and called Peter and Andrew by entreating them to stop fishing for fish and come fish for men.  
Matthew 4:18-19

Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 

And He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." 

This is a turning point for these men.  They are different from the thousands of other disciples who just followed along and were willing to listen to what Jesus had to say.  They were now ready to be commissioned in the cause.  
By now He was well known in Israel and people did follow Him around the countryside whenever they heard that He was in the vicinity.   His ministry was now widespread.  Let’s notice a couple of other related issues before we look at the content of this wonderful sermon. 
Matthew 4:23-25
“Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. The news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them. Large crowds followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan.”

Galilee was heavily Gentile.  In fact Isaiah even refers to it this way in His prophecy which we just read.  Its racial makeup was actually by political design at this pointing history.   Only 60 years before Christ’s birth The Roman invaders had founded the league of ten cities known as the Decapolis, for the sole purpose of maintaining Greek culture and language in the area.  Syria was the Gentile region to the north of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus was preaching in the synagogues, but the crowds were Gentile and Jew and His fame was spreading like wildfire in that region. 
Now let’s put this together with what we already know about Jesus’ teaching about “God the Father” and “how men get to heaven.” 
· To the most legally righteous law-keeper of His day [Nicodemus] He said, “unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of heaven.”  Nicodemus was confounded because Jesus cut the legs from under his belief that a man can get to heaven by being good, keeping the law and doing certain religious rituals.  The modern day equivalent is, “I keep the ten commandments and I go to church for communion, Christmas and Easter. Nicodemus was a master at all these imagined ways to get to heaven, but Jesus dismissed them with five words, “You Must Be Born Again.”  Nicodemus perceived the impossibility of this.  Jesus was teaching then and still is today, that neither your religion or your good works will qualify you for the kingdom of heaven. 
· Jesus then goes through Samaria where He meets a woman who is the opposite of Nicodemus in everyway.  She is defiled with sin.  She is trapped by her own life and essentially without hope.  She is living out her life in despair.  She stays away from the religious people because they just heap abuse on her for her outwardly sinful life.  The modern equivalent are the countless multitudes that stay away from religion because they are only made more aware of their hopeless condition. To her Jesus offers a free salvation.  
· The bottom line difference between Nicodemus and the Samaritan women was simple.  The women knew she was helpless to save herself while Nicodemus did not.  Christ’s approach to them was different but the message was the same.  God must save you.  Christ has come to save you.  Do not spurn the one hope of eternal life that God has provided for all men and especially for you. Now let us see the message offered to the mixed multitude on a Galilean mountainside.  
Matthew 5:1
 “When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him.” 

Assuming His proper role as a Rabbi, Jesus sat down and began to teach this crowd that had gathered from all over Israel.  The Sermon is divided into several main parts and makes up a major part of what Jesus taught throughout His earthly sojourn with us. We will consider the first 12 verses today.  
At first glance they appear to be a simple list of all the things men should do to please God, but upon closer examination we will see that this is not true.  Jesus is going to claim authority to interpret the law of Moses and to explain that no man will ever get to God by keeping it.   Men must be more righteous than that.  

Matthew 5:20

"For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew 5:48

"Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Just as He did with Nicodemus and with the Samaritan women, Jesus is teaching this crowd that all the things they rely upon to get to God are disallowed by Him.  God will not allow men to save themselves.  Men who participate in their own salvation are insufferably proud.  The stench of it filled Jerusalem in Christ’s day as it fills many religious places in ours.  Simply stated,  If men can save themselves then they do not need a Savior.  

Instead of a list, Jesus gives the steps through which God will take the man who is going into the Kingdom.  All men go on this path.  Those who refuse it, simply do not enter the Kingdom because they attempt to enter on their own terms. There are eight of these characteristics.  As we will see, their order is essential.  You may not choose some that you like and you may not pass over any on your way to the end of the list.  They build logically on one another.  Here they are: 
· 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed: Jesus begins with a word that was commonly used by Greeks to describe their pagan gods.  Pentecost says the gods were “deemed to be satisfied because they had everything they desired and were free to enjoy everything they possessed without limitation.”  Perhaps you can imagine their shock at the quality that Jesus said would produce this state of happy satisfaction and blessedness.  
Poor in Spirit:  Jesus chooses His language precisely here.  The word “poor” means to be thoroughly frightened, to cower down or hide oneself for fear.  It is one who slinks and crouches.  Here are the other places that it shows up in the Scripture;
Luke 16:20 "And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores,

James 2:2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,

This term means a man who is destitute.  He is destitute of wealth, influence, position, honors; lowly, afflicted  This then, is the first and totally essential requirement for entrance into the Kingdom of God.  
Theirs is the kingdom of heaven: A man must see that he brings nothing to God and supplies nothing for his own salvation.  Jesus says, Blessed, happy and satisfied is the man who comes to me with nothing.  He will possess The Kingdom of God, not because he can buy it but because I will give it to him freely. 
· 4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Those who mourn:  Believe me when I say that the people of Jesus’ day were just as puzzled by this next statement as you are.  “How can mourning make you happy?”  It is positively ridiculous to think this way.  Let’s try to understand this. 
When a person sees their hopelessly lost estate they will naturally mourn.  Observe a man who has just lost His wealth, home, loved ones or any other possession through circumstances over which he has no control.  Does he now mourn.  In the same way a man who sees himself as God sees him will mourn for his desperately needy state.  He sees himself and everything he once trusted in vanished like dew in a hot spring sun. Listen to David and Daniel as they mourn their sin and the sin of Israel. 
Daniel 9

 3So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes. 

 4I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed and said, "Alas, O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and loving-kindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments, 

 5we have sinned, committed iniquity, acted wickedly and rebelled, even turning aside from Your commandments and ordinances. 

Psalm 51

    1Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your loving-kindness;
         According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions. 
    2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity
         And cleanse me from my sin. 
    3For I know my transgressions,
         And my sin is ever before me. 
    4Against You, You only, I have sinned
         And done what is evil in Your sight,
         So that You are justified when You speak
         And blameless when You judge. 


They shall be comforted:  Christ gives the Kingdom to those who know they cannot pay and He also gives comfort to those who mourn their destitute condition before Him.  He is a God of grace.  He is full of mercy and compassion for the sinner.  Listen to this same David at another time in his life. 

Psalm 32

    1How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
         Whose sin is covered! 
    2How blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity,
         And in whose spirit there is no deceit! 
    3When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away
         Through my groaning all day long. 
    4For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me;
         My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. Selah. 
    5I acknowledged my sin to You,
         And my iniquity I did not hide;
         I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD";
         And You forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah. 
    6Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to You in a time when You may be found;
         Surely in a flood of great waters they will not reach him. 
    7You are my hiding place; You preserve me from trouble;
         You surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah. 
    8I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go;
         I will counsel you with My eye upon you. 
    9Do not be as the horse or as the mule which have no understanding,
         Whose trappings include bit and bridle to hold them in check,
         Otherwise they will not come near to you. 
    10Many are the sorrows of the wicked,
         But he who trusts in the LORD, loving-kindness shall surround him. 
    11Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous ones;
         And shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart.
· "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are the meek : Meekness is not weakness.  Jesus was anything but weak.  He was the LORD God Almighty contained in a human body.  He told Peter, He could have called a legion of Angels to rescue Him in the Garden.  He could have spoken the universe out of existence from the cross and He would have suffered no loss or gain from it.  He was entirely sovereign at every moment, but He was meek.  Before Satan in the desert, He was meek.  Before His murderer’s, He was meek.  Meekness then is dependence on God.  Jesus always showed this characteristic.  He assumed the role of ultimate dependence in the manger.  Joseph, a mere man had to save Him from Herod.  Friends and women fed Him and clothed Him during His ministry.  Strangers buried Him in death.  The Father raised Him from the dead.  
They shall inherit the earth: Blessed is the destitute and grieving sinner who looks to God alone to save him and set his feet upon the rock.  They shall inherit all that God owns. We are  “heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ.”  [Romans 8:17]

· "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

The heart of man is not inclined toward righteousness.  Righteousness is a defining characteristic of God, not man.  God has it and we do not.  A lot of people including almost all religious people, sense a need for righteousness, but here is the problem;  We do not want to acknowledge that God is the sole source of it and we cannot produce it ourselves.  Surely we must be good enough for God to accept what we bring to Him.  The Apostle Paul spoke of the Self-Righteous Jews this way:
Romans 10:2,3

“For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. For not knowing about God's righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God. 

Before we conclude let’s review what Jesus has said so far:

Men do not have anything God wants or needs.  In fact,  men continually offend God with their disregard for Him and their ingratitude toward Him.  God has given us life through creation and birth and now gives every thing we need to sustain our physical lives and yet we deem Him unworthy of thanks, gratitude and praise.  Man spoiled and ruined by the fall and cannot make himself clean again.  He is like a rotten vegetable that cannot ever be made fresh again. Like the destitute beggar in Jesus’ illustration, we have no means to better our condition.  Such a man may come freely to Christ.  Like Nicodemus, he may be “born from above” with new life that God will pour into his spirit. Like the Samaritan women, such a man can drink freely of the “Living Waters” and never thirst again.
When a person sees their desperate and destitute condition they will mourn their state and the offense they have been to God, but not for long for Christ Himself will comfort them.  Men are never truly comforted until they have looked with the God of creation on their own true condition, owned it and then been embraced by the Savior who gave His life in their place. 

A meekness of soul that expresses total dependence on God’s work for us will follow as will a hunger for the righteousness that only God can give.  God does change our lives when we come to Him this way.  

This is the narrow way that Jesus spoke of.  It’s entrance is so narrow and low that one must crawl  like a sniveling beggar on his knees to enter it.  When He said, “few there are who find it,” He did not mean that the entrance has not been thoroughly pointed out  to lost men of all ages, but that there are few who will humble themselves as beggars and enter.
Those who have in fact entered in by the narrow gate have a life changing experience.  It flows out of a transformed life.  Jesus mentions four of these as He concludes this part of His Sermon on the Mount. 

· 7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

Mercy is not the normal response of men to others.  The Pharisees had almost none.  They considered sinfulness and poverty a sign of the displeasure of God.  But wait, God does not reduce men to these levels.  It is sin and Satan that does it.  Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost.  Blessed are the merciful.  It is a hallmark of those who have received mercy.  Ponder this.  What you have received you may give away.  There is an endless fountain, opened wide in the heart of God’s chosen ones. 
· 8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

It is with the heart that men perceive God.  I preach knowing that full well.  

Romans 10:8-11

“But what does it say? "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART"--that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;  for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 

Nevertheless, God is the giver of a pure heart.  With it you will see God.

Ezekiel 36:26

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”
· "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

When once we cared for ourselves and our interests, God’s transformed ones are now mobilized to bring others into this way with them.  We do it because men need to be saved but the larger and more compelling reason is that we want multitudes to know this Savior who freely gives eternal life to poor afflicted beggars like us. He is certainly worthy of our adoration and that of millions more as well. 
· "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

How can the news of such generous love be so scorned in the world today?  Because Satan rules here.  By God’s permission, but he nevertheless rules here.  We are living behind enemy lines.  You are therefore enlisted into His service.  The proclamation of the one who freely saves will be met with the assertion that He is not even trustworthy.  The reality of one narrow gate, no matter how vividly marked, evokes the cries of bigotry and hatred.  The truth that men are hopeless sinners is countered with claims that the preachers are “holier than thou.”    

Merciful and Pure hearted peacemakers are the enemies of this world.  Those who have entered in by the narrow gate willingly embrace the persecution of the world as well. 

Perhaps David understood this incredible forgiveness of God better than most men.  In this psalm of repentance is almost every element of salvation we have discussed today.  I willingly enter into this praise Lord.  Let me say with David:  

Psalm 51

    1Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your loving-kindness;
         According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions. 
    2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity
         And cleanse me from my sin. 
    3For I know my transgressions,
         And my sin is ever before me. 
    4Against You, You only, I have sinned
         And done what is evil in Your sight,
         So that You are justified when You speak
         And blameless when You judge. 
    5Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
         And in sin my mother conceived me. 
    6Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being,
         And in the hidden part You will make me know wisdom. 
    7Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
         Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
    8Make me to hear joy and gladness,
         Let the bones which You have broken rejoice. 
    9Hide Your face from my sins
         And blot out all my iniquities. 
    10Create in me a clean heart, O God,
         And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
    11Do not cast me away from Your presence
         And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
    12Restore to me the joy of Your salvation
         And sustain me with a willing spirit. 
    13Then I will teach transgressors Your ways,
         And sinners will be converted to You. 
    14Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation;
         Then my tongue will joyfully sing of Your righteousness. 
    15O Lord, open my lips,
         That my mouth may declare Your praise. 
    16For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it;
         You are not pleased with burnt offering. 
    17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
         A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 
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