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Introduction: 

The Bible tells us here that Jesus left Jerusalem for a very specific reason.  He had learned that the Pharisees now knew that He was rising in importance while John was diminishing.  This entire affair had been puzzling to men in the habit of exalting themselves and wielding power.  No man had ever created a stir like John the Baptist.  At the very height of his influence, when he could have easily become what ever he wished to be, he declares that he has only been the forerunner of Jesus, who is the Christ. 

Like the encounter with Nicodemus, this one also occurs within 6 weeks of the time that Jesus was publicly declared by John to be the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. Everything is astir in Jerusalem and the Pharisees are realizing that they have a serious issue on their hands.  Jesus does not wish to bring this to a head at this point.    He is not unwilling to die at the hands of these godless religious leaders but He is not ready.  It is early on in His ministry and He still has thousands of people to reveal Himself to.  We will meet one such person today. 
John 4:1-10
Therefore when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John  (although Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples were), He left Judea and went away again into Galilee. And He had to pass through Samaria. So He came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph; and Jacob's well was there. 

The Circumstance:  

Jesus is going back to Galilee.  This is His earthly home an much of His preaching and miracles took place there.  The Passover has just ended.  Probably during that week Jesus has had His nighttime meeting with Nicodemus.  Perhaps Nicodemus is the source of Jesus’ information about what the Pharisees do or do not know, but in any event Jesus knows that they know about Him.  He is therefore going back to Galilee.

The Journey:

There were three ways to get to Galilee from Judea.  There was a coastal road, one that crossed over the Jordan and followed the river northward and a third, more direct route that went right through the heart of Samaria.  The Bible says He “needed” to go through Samaria.  Josephus, said that the Jews did go through Samaria on their way to and from the festivals.  Jesus was returning from the Passover.  Because there were other roads we know that this does not mean that it was the only way He could go so it must mean one of two other things. 
· He needed to take the direct route and save time on His journey.

· He needed to be at that well a noon to meet this woman there. 

John’s gospel emphasizes repeatedly that Jesus was aware that He was fulfilling God’s plan.  
John 2:4

“And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come."

John 7:30
“So they were seeking to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come.”
John 13:1
“Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.”
In all probability when John says Jesus “needed” to go,  the Scripture means that He needed to keep that appointment at the well. 
John 4:1-10
So Jesus, being wearied from His journey, was sitting thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink." For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.  Therefore the Samaritan woman said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan woman?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)  Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water." She said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep; where then do You get that living water? "You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself and his sons and his cattle?"  Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all the way here to draw." 

The Woman:
She was a Samaritan.  When the kingdom split after Solomon’s death the ten tribes of the North quickly set up idol worship in the town that came to be called Samaria.  When Assyria took Samaria into captivity they resettled the entire area with captives from other parts of their empire.  These were people with no Jewish ancestry whatsoever.  In time these peoples merged with the few remaining Jews and the resultant population was a mix of paganism and apostate Judaism.  There was no love loss between these people and the Jews to the south.  
She was an outcast woman:  The women did not come to the well to draw at noon.  The drawing was done during the morning hours and was a social event as well.  All the women of the village would have been there at dawn light fetching what was needed for the rest of the day.  The fact that this woman came at noon probably indicates that she was not welcome at the gatherings of the respectable women.   Jesus’ conversation and questions brings this out clearly as well. 
The Encounter:
Several things are of extreme importance about this encounter.  They will explain to us how men are saved and how we should pray and witness.  Before we look at these points I want you to notice that Jesus puts Nicodemus and this ”less than reputable woman” on the same footing before God.  He is offering to do something for them but is giving them nothing whatsoever to do for Him.  The most self-righteous Jew and the least respectable Samaritan both stand before Christ in the same moral condition.  God is the sole granter of salvation and until we see it we will never truly come to Him.  At the foot of the cross all men are absolutely equal.  Never forget this.  It will fan the flame of your love for Christ. It is God who is at work.  Now let us just cement this point with a four observations from our text. 
· The time and place where chosen by Jesus

· The person was also chosen by Him.  He came at noon because He knew she would be there. 

· The conversation was initiated by Jesus.   
· The conversation was directed by Jesus to exactly the point he wished it to go. 

Men and women come to Christ because He seeks us out.  When He comes to us it is at a time chosen and planned by Him.  He called us and gives to us that which we require to respond to Him.  Jesus Alone instigates our conversions. When Jesus said, “Remember Me” did He not intend that we should remember how totally He had secured for us that which we could never attain apart from Him.  
Serve the Bread:

John 4:19-26
The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.  "Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship." Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. "You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. "But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.” God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when that One comes, He will declare all things to us." 

Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He." 

The Worship:
The woman wants to know where to worship.  The Samaritans only recognized the first 5 books of the Bible and had therefore chosen to worship at the first place where Abraham had built an altar to God.  The Jews who accepted the rest of the Scripture worshiped in Jerusalem because they saw that David had moved the worship there.  
Implied in this question is “how do we worship?”  Both groups of people had different rituals as well.  
Today men are asking and quarrelling over the same questions.  There are at least 5 different models of worship within the believing or professing church today.  People regularly separate from one another over this question.  I have heard people say, I cannot worship unless there are only hymns and I have heard others say I cannot worship where there are hymns.  When do we serve the communion?  How do we serve it?  How often do we serve it?  What instruments may or may not be used to praise God.  Must we sit or must we stand.  How shall we pray?  Where shall we pray?  What shall we pray? 
Jesus answers her question by revealing four timeless truths about Himself.

· The importance of a place of worship ended with His appearance.  He had appeared.  From Christ on, God never appointed a place to worship.  The people me on hillsides, in homes, on the temple mount, in Synagogues, in gardens, in locked rooms and even in prisons.  For the first three hundred years of the churches existence “church” buildings were unheard of.  The reason they are a problem is this.  God expects continual intimacy, prayer and worship from His chosen ones.  If we limit it to when we can be in the building we deprive Him of the glory due Him. 
· We must know Christ in order to worship Him.   This is exactly why God reveals Himself to men.  It is His working when He was on the earth and when He left He greatly expanded the work by sending the Holy Spirit to do it for Him.  The Spirit makes Him known today.
John 14

 16"I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 

 17that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. 

 18"I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

 19"After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also. 

 20"In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 

John 16

13"But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 

 14"He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 

 15"All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you. 

· Genuine worshippers worship in Spirit.  It is through the work of the Holy Spirit that men worship God today.  Jesus came as our redeemer declaring Himself to be the truth in John 14:6.  He purchased from the slavery of sin and darkness.  We could not see God.  We could not respond to Him.  We were just too much in love with this world and what it can give.  Jesus paid the price for your salvation saying to all men, “You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” 
Starting with the appearance of Christ on earth it has been the Spirit of God that has revealed Him to men.  Notice Simeon in the temple that first week. 

Luke 2:27-30
And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 
   
"Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace,
         According to Your word; 
 For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 
 Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

Here is the simple reality my friends.  In order to worship you must know Jesus and behold Him as well.  The reason God put His worship in the capitol of Jerusalem was because He had chosen Israel from all the nations of the world and had revealed Himself to them.  He decided to localize Himself in that temple behind the veil and then summon Israel into His presence to worship.  Even then He hid Himself from them and allowed only His High Priest to go in once a year to make an atonement for sin.  Since Jesus returned to the Father it has been the work of the Spirit to reveal Him to the hearts of all men that they may behold Him, Believe in Him and Worship Him. Worship is every much a work of the Spirit as your initial salvation. Are you dependent on a place, a song or a ritual for worship?  
Genuine worshippers worship in Truth. Jesus fulfilled every truth of the Word of God.  Pray earnestly for and seek to behold.  John said, He was the Word of God.  What can be more truth than that.  He was the Passover lamb “Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.” I Cor. 5:7 ;  He was both the sacrifice and the High Priest who offered it. 
Hebrews 7:26-28

“For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever.” 

Conclusion: 
Jesus planned to meet this women and reveal Himself to her as the solution to her hopelessly sinful condition.  

Like Nicodemus in Jerusalem He shows her that He has what she needs and that she can only get it as a gift from Him. 

Jesus reveals that all men are the same before God when they stand at the foot of the Cross. 

Jesus initiated what God had planned all along.  The knowledge of God was about to be spread to the entire earth.  Such a work can only be done by God Himself.  It will be the power of the Spirit of God and the preaching of the Truth of God that will open the eyes of men and women to worship Him.  God did not save men just to save them.  He saved them that they might worship Him.  It is your highest aspiration.
Isaiah 49

5And now says the LORD, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant,
         To bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel might be gathered to Him
         (For I am honored in the sight of the LORD,
         And My God is My strength), 
    6He says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant
         To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel;
         I will also make You a light of the nations
         So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth." 
    7Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and its Holy One,
         To the despised One,
         To the One abhorred by the nation,
         To the Servant of rulers,
         "Kings will see and arise,
         Princes will also bow down,
         Because of the LORD who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel who has chosen You."
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