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Introduction:

Even though this event takes place at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, by the time Nicodemus comes to Jesus, several very significant things have already taken place. The Apostle John condenses much of the account of Jesus’ life and ministry and begins his narration of Christ’s earthly life at His baptism.  After having revealed that Jesus is The Christ, the pre-existent God of Creation, he takes us to the place where Messiah is revealed to men by John the Baptist. All the events of chapters 1-3 happened in close proximity to one another. Let’s see if we can get a timeline for when these events happened. 
· On a certain day John the Baptist was ministering on the Eastern side of the Jordan when an delegation from the Priests and Levites approached and begin asking him questions about his true identity.  John denies that he is the Christ and asserts instead that Messiah is soon to appear. Furthermore John feels unworthy to even take off Messiah’s sandals.  

John 1

19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 

20And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ." 

21They asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" And he said, "I am not " "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 

22Then they said to him, "Who are you, so that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?" 

23He said, "I am A VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 'MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LORD,' as Isaiah the prophet said." 

24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 

25They asked him, and said to him, "Why then are you baptizing, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 

26John answered them saying, "I baptize in water, but among you stands One whom you do not know. 

27"It is He who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie." 

28These things took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  This is the first day.
· The next day Jesus actually appeared at the river where John was baptizing and was identified immediately by John to the crowd.  The other gospel writers tell us that Jesus was baptized at this time.  The Apostle John just gives John the Baptist’s testimony of the event.  
John 1:29
“The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” This is the second day.
· The next day, as Jesus was walking by, John again identified Him to two of his own disciples.  They immediately left to follow Christ.  One of the two was Andrew who went and fetched Peter.  
John 1:35-37
“Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God! The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. "  This is the third day.
· The next day Jesus returned to Galilee and as He went along He found Philip who in turn found Nathanael.  
John 1:43
“The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip and Jesus said to him, "Follow Me."  This is the forth day.
· Three days later [John 2:1] they arrived at the wedding in Cana. 
John 2:1,2
“On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; and both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.”  This is the seventh day.
· Weddings in Christ’s day lasted up to seven days.  Because Jesus and His disciples were invited we assume they arrived at the beginning.  The gospel tells us that they went to Capernaum after it was over. [2:12]  
John 2:12
“After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers and His disciples; and they stayed there a few days.”  This is about the fourteenth day.
· They stayed there for a few days. Then they went up to Jerusalem for the Passover.  We do not know how long this time period is but it was counted in days and not weeks or months.  At the end of this brief time they headed to Jerusalem for the Passover. 
John 2:13
“The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.” 

· As soon as He arrives in Jerusalem He drives the money changers out of the temple, pushing over the tables and inciting the religious leaders to anger.  I have no doubt that Nicodemus was among those watching these events.  The Passover lasted 7 days and during that time Jesus was performing miraculous signs in front of all the people.  
John 2:14-21
“And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables; and to those who were selling the doves He said, "Take these things away; stop making My Father's house a place of business." His disciples remembered that it was written, "ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME." The Jews then said to Him, "What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." The Jews then said, "It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?" But He was speaking of the temple of His body.” 

All these events from Christ’s presentation of Himself as Messiah, to His meeting with Nicodemus took place in the space of thirty days.
· The entire nation is now aware of Christ’s presence.  John the Baptist was a well known figure. One month before he had identified Jesus as the one he had been preaching about the entire time.  Those present at His baptism undoubtedly reported it to others.  Less than three weeks later Jesus Himself shows up in Jerusalem at the Passover and creates an unprecedented commotion, thus turning the attention of the entire nation on Himself. Then, with all Israel and much of the world watching, He begins a string of miraculous signs that left them stunned.  Apparently, only the religious leaders were unmoved by any of it.  Many were believing in Him. 
John 2:23
“Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing.”

It is during this Passover week that Nicodemus [one of those religious leaders] comes under cover of darkness to  inquire of Jesus.  

I. Nicodemus Inquires of Jesus  [3:1,2]
John 3:1,2
“Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; this man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him."
God has begun the process in Nicodemus and he is wondering if it all may be true after all.  He is a Pharisee.  Jesus has already attacked them indirectly by trashing their money making concession in the temple.  Soon He will lay bare all their sin and religious hypocrisy. But tonight the smug self-righteousness is not as smug as it was just a few days before. Nevertheless, he is cautious.  He comes, the Scripture tells us, under cover of darkness.  This way, if it all turns out to be a hoax, his own integrity will still be intact.  This fear and reticence is not to last, though as we will see, but for now he is interested but wary. 
Nicodemus is typical of unbelieving men in so many ways.  Although, he has witnessed miraculous signs that have left him utterly stunned and is at this moment standing in the presence of the Creator of the Universe, he just decides to tell Jesus what he knows. "Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him”, is what he manages to blurt out.  How many times do men say the same thing.  
· “We know that a baby cannot be conceived in the womb of a virgin.” 
· “We know that God could never become a man.”  
· “We know that God cannot give Salvation away for free just because I fall at the feet of this Jesus.”  
· “We know that a man cannot rise from the dead.”  
This, and a host of other things, men “know.”  Nicodemus was no different than the religiously dead of our day.  Eager to tell what they know. Reluctant to truly inquire of God. 
What Nicodemus said was true, but we are about to see that Jesus considered him as spiritually dead as the proverbial “door nail.”
II. Jesus Reveals the heart of Nicodemus [3:3-8]
John 3:3-7
 “Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?" Jesus answered”
There are three important truths that Christ drives home in these next verses. 

· Jesus considers Nicodemus spiritually dead. If the most religious and Scripturally knowledgably are dead to God what does that say about the rest of us?  Like a physical corpse he is unable to respond to God spiritually.  Nicodemus, in spite of all his outward virtues, will never see the Kingdom of God.
· The solution to his lost condition is something that he can do nothing about and Nicodemus realizes that almost immediately. I am going to ask you now to discipline your minds to stay in this text with me.  We want to see what Jesus said to this lost man.  It has huge ramifications to us today. Let’s first  notice what Jesus did not say. He did not say, “you just need to believe in me to go to heaven.”   If you were asked to tell someone how to get to heaven you would probably say, “just believe in Jesus,” but Jesus did not say that here. In fact, anywhere else where we hear of belief in Christ we must consider it in the light of what Jesus says here. Jesus Himself is telling us how to get to heaven. So, what does He say? Jesus said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."    Now here are a couple of very obvious facts about birth that often escape us. 
· First. No man can will himself to be born.  It is entirely out of his hands.  He cannot choose his parents, his genealogy, nationality, ethnicity or  even his gender.  Being born is entirely the work of someone else and yet it impacts us at the deepest level of our physical being.

· Second. Birth is the sole means by which we receive our physical life.  No birth, no life.  

· Third.  We all know that we only have one birthday per person per life.  We cannot do anything to undo it or redo it.  It is a done deal. 
Jesus has just told Nicodemus that there is no possible way that a man can ever enter the Kingdom of God and Nicodemus understands what He has said.  He just cannot get his mind around it yet.  “Do you mean to say that all my religion and all my righteousness counts for nothing.  What about my heritage?  I am a Jew after all.  One of God’s chosen.”  No doubt realizing the foolishness of his question he fires back, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?"
· Salvation is completely a work of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is revealing that The Spirit of God must give life to our spirit if we are ever to enter the Kingdom of God.  Every human hope that Nicodemus holds is shattered by this information.  My friend this is true of us all.  We are not to hope in ourselves, our families, our religion and particularly not our own righteousness.  Surely you would not want God to know everything about your heart, but He does anyway.  Nicodemus was just realizing that he could not find a way to heaven on his own. 
John 3:5-7   

“Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  "Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 

III. Jesus rebukes Nicodemus [3:9-12]
John 3:9-12   

“Nicodemus said to Him, "How can these things be?"  Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel and do not understand these things?   "Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know and testify of what we have seen, and you do not accept our testimony.  "If I told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 

The watered down versions of the gospel prevail today because men still respond to the true one the same way.  “You can’t be serious.”  “You are telling me that there is nothing I can do.”  Even believers typically object to this truth. Yes, this is so.  Let me explain.  When we say there is nothing you can do to save yourself we mean, “there is nothing you can do accept believe.”  That is not what Jesus said here.  He said:

· You are dead.

· You need to be made alive.
· You have no resources to make yourself alive. 

Is it any wonder that Nicodemus said, “how can these things be?”  Jesus’ rebuke to him was simple.  You are trying to teach Israel how a man comes into the Kingdom of Heaven and you don’t know how to do it yourself.  Men and women will die trying to do it themselves when it is, in fact, a work of God. 

Before we go on to our conclusion let me just say this about Nicodemus.  The Spirit of God  did do a work in his heart and at the end of Christ’s life we see Nicodemus boldly identifying, in broad daylight with his sacrificed Lord. 

John 19:39 “Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds weight.”

IV. CONCLUSION: Jesus teaches the truth about salvation. [3:13-21]
John 3:13-16

“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up;  so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.  "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” 

Well then Pastor, what about faith?  Are we not to believe in Christ as our Savior?  YES! YES! a thousand times YES!  But we are not to imagine this faith is a work of men.  Men quickly imagine that their faith is meritorious in the eyes of God. Certainly I must be better before Him than one who does not believe. No, even faith is a work of God alone.  Your faith does not make you alive to God. It is God who makes you alive and gives you faith.  These occur simultaneously in our experience. Let us just review three key truths as we conclude today. 

· One.  Just how lost Are natural men?  Totally lost.  As surely as a corpse can do nothing to change his deadness, all natural men are lost beyond all human help. The Scripture says:
We were dead.
Ephesians 2:1
“And you were dead in your trespasses and sins”
Col. 2:13
“When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions”
We were helpless
Romans 5:6-8

“For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
We did not seek Him

Romans 3:10-12
as it is written,
    “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 
      THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS,
      THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 
      ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS;
      THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD,
      THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE." 

· Two: Is there anything we can do to bring about our salvation?  We know that all saved men believe in Christ, but Jesus says that is His doing and not ours.  He loved you my friend, so much that He died for you and because men are dead and unable to respond to God, He drew us by making us alive in Him. 
John 6:44

"No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.

John 15:16

"You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 
I Corinthians 2:14

“But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.”  [He is not just stubborn and unbelieving; he “cannot understand them!”]
· Three: How can any man be saved then?  God saved us.  He conceived the plan and knew us before the foundation of the world.  He carried it out Himself by becoming a sinless human man and taking your punishment on the cross.  Then He made you alive and washed your sins away by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit. 
Ephesians 2:5
“even when we were dead in our transgressions,  [He] made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)”
Col. 2:13
“When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions”
Titus 3:5
“He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit”

Let me conclude by telling you why this is so important to you today:

· You are loved by God and it is not for anything you ever did or ever will do.  God loves you with an eternal love that He set upon you before He ever created the universe.  He knew every sin and weakness and could see every failure but He fixed His immeasurable love on you. 

· You cannot be lost by your own failures and sins because you are “born of God.”  As surely as a man may never be unborn physically, he shall remain “born from above” for all eternity. We did not will our own fleshly birth and God makes it clear we did not will our spiritual one either.  We imagine it differently because when He bestowed His life and salvation on us He also opened our hearts to believe everything He said.  All these things happen in an instant.   
· You cannot fall out of favor with God. You may struggle and you will sin but God has set His affection on you. There is no one in the universe who may alter God’s opinion of you. Satan accuses but Christ defends. Even you yourself have no possibility whatsoever of changing God’s heart toward you because He already knew everything you would be, think and do before He ever created the world and He still set His unfathomable love on you.
· You can pray and witness for Christ without the slightest anxiety because it does not depend on you.  God is the “saver” and “was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.”  [I Cor. 1:21]   Pray for the lost ones you know. Tell them of Christ’s great glory in your life and His power to deliver from sin, but do it renewed joy and expectation.  “So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. [Romans 9:16]
· The Holy Spirit is just as vital today as the day you first believed.  We should not imagine for a moment that this messed up world with its “post modern” twisting of the truth will not melt like the softest wax when exposed to the sun of His glory. Tell of Him.  Pray for the lost with expectation.  Our God is the Lord God Almighty, strong to save.  Isaiah says, 

Isaiah 59:1
    “Behold, the LORD'S hand is not so short
         That it cannot save;
         Nor is His ear so dull
         That it cannot hear.”   

And the Psalmist adds, 

Psalm 50:1-3
“The Mighty One, God, the LORD, has spoken,
         And summoned the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
    Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
         God has shone forth. 
    May our God come and not keep silence”

If you have never come to Christ He bids you come.  He is the glorious savior, so rich in love and mercy that He poured out His own blood at the cross for your sins.  Come to Jesus.  He is willing and able to save all who come to Him. 
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