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Introduction:

In the valley east of Jerusalem a small river courses its way southward into the Dead Sea.  It is here that John the Baptist preached and baptized.  John, by now had created quite a stir.  He had insulted the religious establishment for their gross hypocrisy and sin and was now receiving throngs of men and women wishing to repent of their sins and prepare to receive the Messiah’s reign.  Right at the time of greatest spiritual excitement and when John was at the apex of his popularity with the people, Matthew tells us:

Matthew 3
 13Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. 

 14But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?" 

 15But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted Him. 

 16After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, 

 17and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." 

What follows this event is as puzzling as it is fantastic.  The Scripture records for us a face-to-face confrontation between the Creator God of the universe and the most powerful and splendid spirit being in that creation.  Jesus and Satan interact in this spiritual spectacle. 

Matthew 4

1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

2And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. 

Let me set the stage for you.  After the dramatic public revelation of His baptism and approval by the Father, Jesus is “led up” by the Spirit into the wilderness.  Once there He goes without eating for 40 days.  This is not like the pseudo fasts of Ramadan where you only have to deny yourself breakfast and lunch.  This was a real fast …without food for 40 days. According to the text of the Gospel, “he was hungry”.  When a man fasts for more than three days he looses his hunger but after an extended period the body uses all that it has and begins to actually starve to death.  A human cannot live much past 60 days without food so it is safe to say that Jesus was in genuine, physical need of food. He was, by the design of God, in a very weakened physical condition.  Besides that, He has been alone for almost 6 weeks in a very isolated place.  Physically, emotionally and spiritually, Jesus is in need.  Never has there been a more likely time for Satan to succeed in His “temptation”. 

It is very important that we make a vital distinction.  God is not tempting Jesus.  The Scripture is clear that God does not tempt us to sin either. 

James 1:13
”Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.”


God has nevertheless, led Jesus into this circumstance, where Satan waits to pounce like the “Roaring Lion” that Peter describes in his epistle. 

Perhaps you have only thought of Christ’s suffering for you in terms of the crucifixion?  The Bible here describes something else that Jesus has done for us.  He put Himself in Satan’s crosshairs so that He might experience the gamut of human temptation.  This is why the Scripture encourages us to turn to Him in every circumstance: 

Hebrews 2
18For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.
Jesus is about to experience, by the will of God, the fury of satanic deceit and cunning.  Today we will see that:

· There are three reasons for this temptation 
· That just like Jesus, three enemies are our constant companions in this life
· That the temptation of Christ by Satan is likewise threefold in nature.    
In these temptations we see the seed of human failure in every area of life.  We also discover the key to godliness and holiness.  Let’s begin with the three reasons for this temptation. 

Perhaps you have accepted the notion that there is really no victory over sin in this world.  Much contemporary evangelical music is built around this theme.  It goes like this: “I will always fail but God will always love me.”  Now, this statement is false because it is only partially true.  It is true that even when we fail God will love us, but it is not true that we will always fail.  As we look at the three reasons for the temptation of Christ please notice that there is more here than just salvation from hell.  God the Son became a human man to deliver human men and women from sin not just from its penalty. In the passage before us today Jesus undergoes this difficult temptation in order to teach us about our practical victory over it as well.  

1.  Christ came to deliver us from daily sin and not just from hell!  Our Will
Romans 6
 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 

 9knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. 

 10For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 

 11Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 

 13and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 

 14For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 

 15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be! 

 16Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? 

 17But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, 

 18and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 

2.  Jesus experienced this temptation in order to Comfort us. Our Emotions
Hebrews 4:15
”For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.” 

Jesus knows experientially what you go through in your struggles on this earth.  Do not hide from Him like Adam, but go to Him in your battles with sin.  He has experienced every grief and bitter circumstance yet without sin.  

3.  Jesus experienced this temptation in order to instruct us. Our Minds
1 Peter 2:21
For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example to follow in His steps,
Satan wishes that you would not know the truths we just read.  Christ has procured a spiritual victory over sin by His death, burial and resurrection.  We are able not to sin. This does not mean that we will never stumble and sin.  Sin is an enemy to be sure, but do not let Satan convince you that there can be no consistent victory over sin in your life.  If Jesus can conquer death and hell He is certainly strong enough to conquer some besetting sin in your life.  Anxiety, un-forgiveness, bitterness, anger, addiction and fear are all the same to Christ.  He has already delivered you from its power just not its presence and He stands ready to comfort you in your trials and instruct you in how to escape them.  There is hope in Christ because of His Temptation.  

Before we consider the three actual temptations that Jesus faced we should be aware that men and women face Three Specific Enemies here on this earth.  Jesus chose to become a man and be tempted by the enemy in the same ways as we, but without sin.  The three are:  

· The World System  [Sometimes called “The World”]

1 John 2
15Do not love the world nor the things in the world If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

 16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 

The things in this world are a lure to us.  Advertising takes full advantage of this propensity in mankind to lust after what he sees and boast over what he possesses. It is a clear and present danger and is not confined to either the rich or the poor.  
· Satan Himself [Sometimes called “The Devil”]

1 Peter 5
8Be of sober spirit, be on the alert Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

 9But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. 

Satan takes full advantage of the world system that he controls and empowers.  He shows it to us.  He studies our responses to it.  He is actively trying to destroy your love for God and entrap you in his snare. 

· Our own fallen human nature [Sometimes called “The flesh”]

Romans 8:2-4

 3For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 

 4so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

Lastly, but certainly not leastly, we are already vulnerable to all this because we have inherited Adam’s fallen nature.  The human nature of men is separated from God and predisposed to every manner of sin. 
Now reason with me here for a moment: 

· “The World” appeals to our sinful human nature. [lust of the eyes, lust of flesh, the pride of life].  The World
· Satan in turn bids us, “love of the world!”   Satan
· Men do love what they believe will satisfy them.  The Flesh
Therefore, hear the lie of Satan, “The world will satisfy you with what it offers!”  At the end of the day it all comes down to whether or not we believe this lie.
We have already made the point that Jesus came to deliver us from both the power and the penalty of sin.  God orchestrated this event to reveal that Just as Adam had succumbed Jesus would conquer.  In so doing Christ would also empower us to victory in our Christian life.  This is not to say that we will ever be perfected in this life but you need to know that there is available genuine and consistent victory over the sins that beset our lives. Let’s look now at the actual temptation of Christ:   

Satan appeals to Jesus in all three of the ways we have just described. Although this is the account of their encounter, it is much more.  In it we can see the primary ways in which we are seduced by our enemy.  We will notice that none of the three temptations of Christ fall into categories we would normally define as sin.  In our minds sin is almost always a moral failure of some sort.  To lie, to cheat, to steal, to hate, to lust, to take revenge are clearly sins in our minds.  Jesus, on the other hand, is tempted to:

· Feed Himself when hungry.

· Trust God for protection. 

· Take possession of something that was already His. 

I submit to you that Christians in droves, fall to the temptations of Satan in these basic areas because we do not see them for what they are.  Let us then look carefully at the three areas in which Satan challenges the Son of the Living God.  The first of the three is to:

I.
Depend upon yourself alone for what you need and not wait upon God to give it to you. The Lust of the Flesh
Matthew 4

 3And the tempter came and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." 

 4But He answered and said, "It is written, 'MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD

“If you are the Son of God”… How words like these can pierce a soul.  We hear similar things from our accuser. Satan not only accuses us before God but to our face. Satan tempts us to sin and then accuses us for being tempted.

Satan would have us believe that we are condemned by God and not loved.  The tactic goes like this: 

· Satan tempts us in one of the areas of our weakness.  It does not matter to him if you succumb or not.  He prefers that you do, but if you do not, he still has a plan.  

· Satan then accuses you for being tempted.  He says, “If you were a strong Christian you would not have been tempted to sin.”  I know many Christians who regularly resist temptation but feel constantly defeated by the incessant accusations of the “Accuser”.
Listen to the lie of Satan: “If you really are a child of God, then how come you are not above temptation?  

Here Satan challenges Christ’s most defining characteristic.  Jesus knew full well that He was the Son of God.  This is the test.  Prove that you are.  I don’t believe you!  Here we see the test that most of us fail on a regular basis.  It is the temptation to believe that we can provide what we need from our own resources.  This is key to our understanding of the “mind of Christ”.  Jesus, although fully God, lived everyday fully dependent on the Father.  

Jesus’ response to this fundamental human temptation was to wait on God to give Him what He knew full well He needed rather than to act in His own power to procure it.  The mind of Christ in us acknowledges our total, daily dependence on God for all things.  When you pray over your dinner today could you say, without mental reservation, “we would not have this food if God had not given it to us”?  If we are living on grace we can freely grant it to others? There is certainly no shortage of it. 

If Jesus cannot be lured into self-sufficiency than perhaps He will agree to demonstrate His great standing with God by getting God to do something for Him?

II. Show how great you are and thus win the approval and applause of men.  [5]  The Pride of Life.
Matthew 4

5Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 

 6and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written,
         'HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU';
         and
         'ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP,
         SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.'" 

 7Jesus said to him, "On the other hand, it is written, 'YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.'" 

A second time Satan challenges Jesus by questioning His true identity.  For me there are few things more annoying than having an unbeliever quote Scripture to me.  Satan’s purpose here, like that of unbelievers today, is to provoke a defense or an ill-advised action or word.  Jesus was supposed to respond to this challenge with a demonstration of His great trust in and relationship with God.  So, I ask you, what could possibly be wrong with trusting God to provide for our safety?  Jesus would have none of this and I want to know why, don’t you?  Satan is twisting the meaning of Scripture to produce a false conclusion. When Jesus said,  'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.', He was not referring to what Satan was doing to Him but what Satan was trying to provoke Jesus to do to God. The response is Christ’s example of how we are to respond when tempted to put God to the test.  

What exactly is Satan’s pitch?  Here it is: If you say that you have a relationship with God then surely God will do what you want Him to do for you and here is the Scripture to prove it. 

Psalm 91
    9For you have made the LORD, my refuge,
         Even the Most High, your dwelling place. 
    10No evil will befall you,
         Nor will any plague come near your tent. 
    11For He will give His angels charge concerning you,
         To guard you in all your ways. 
    12They will bear you up in their hands,
         That you do not strike your foot against a stone. 

According to Jesus,  Satan’s proposal was not trusting but testing God.  It is imperative that we discern what Jesus knew about this temptation.  Millions of Christians fall prey to this temptation everyday.  In the process they become participants in Satan’s plans rather than God’s. 

Let us take just a moment here to consider what the Bible teaches about “testing God”.  As we will see, we “put God to the test” whenever we try to obligate Him to do something we want Him to do. God is very responsive to the prayers of His children but is very displeased when we try to manipulate Him into doing what we want.  This is testing the Lord.  Jesus responds to Satan by quoting from: 

Deuteronomy 6

16 Do not test the LORD your God as you did at Massah.

We test God when we try to force Him to give us what we want.  In the case of the Jews it was water they wanted.  They used the same reasoning as Satan.  If God was with us we would have what we want at the time that we want it.  Similarly, Psalm 78 records that:

Psalm 78
18 They willfully put God to the test by demanding the food they craved.

NOTE:  We may put God to the test but only if we are specifically invited by Him to do so.  

Malachi 3
10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.

Jesus declines Satan’s offer to force God to prove Himself.  When a man tries to pressure God into meeting some expectation of his, however good it might seem to us, he is putting God to the test in this most perverse way.  Although God will sometimes respond to us when we behave this way, He is under no obligation to do so.  Furthermore and more importantly, we have failed the test of trust.  When we insist that God respond to our wishes we have ceased to trust and begun to test. 

Jesus left Satan with no recourse except a straight out appeal to treason against the Most High God. Ultimately, Satan offers the rule of the world in exchange for a denial of God the Father.  This is the “Lust of the Eyes” Jesus like us today was:

III.
Tempted to take the easy road to the good destination.  Put another way, “The End justifies The Means.” [8]  The Lust of the Eyes.
Matthew 4

8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9"All this I will give you," he said,
"if you will bow down and worship me." 
10Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'"

Having failed to subtly influence, the devil seeks to offer Jesus a path around the cross.  Why not take it now?  Why does life have to be so difficult?  Is God just intent on doing everything the hard way?  

The experiences and circumstances of Christ’s life had meaning!  God would defeat Satan on the cross.  Now, it may seem to you that Satan knew this, but obviously he did not.  Had he known he would not have so vigorously pursued Jesus to death. 

The circumstances and events of your life have meaning as well.  God did not put them there to keep you from obtaining something wonderful.  They are not obstacles to be simply pushed aside or gone around. They are the life shaping forms that will mold you into the person that God wants you to be.  They constitute the crucible of life in which the formula for true joy and fulfillment is mixed. 

Satan offers a similar plum to us today. He calls you to “seize the day”.  Get what you want, when and how you want.   Why should we have to consider others to be more important? Why should we have to defer to our husband or wife? Realize your full potential!  Advance to the pinnacle of your vocation!  Experience your sensual ambitions!  Obtain the possessions you so desire!  Bask in your own achievements!  Enjoy what you so richly deserve!  Do these not have a familiar ring? 
What Jesus teaches us here is fundamental. The circumstances of our lives are not about getting what we want.  God wants us to seek Him as the source of our provision.
Luke 12
29And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 

Do not grumble about the way God constructs the events of your life.  Instead embrace God’s ordering of your steps.  

Proverbs 20
24 A man's steps are directed by the LORD . 
How then can anyone understand his own way?

We may not understand our lives but God does.  Let us Trust and not Test. 

Matthew 4

11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

Ironically, the very thing Christ refused, at the hand of the Devil, God Himself quickly grants to His beloved Son.  God cares about our circumstances and cares about our needs.  The issue presents itself clearly at this point.  God desires that we live in dependence on Him.  He designs our circumstances to convince us of that.  Perhaps you have experienced God’s care in this way.  As soon as we give up trying to force God to our way of thinking, He responds with more than we ever hoped or thought. 

CONCLUSION:

Jesus would indeed rule over all the kingdoms of the world but He would do it when God so willed.  Not before God desired and certainly not by actions that He would take.  Jesus was a “Truster and not a Tester”

If we are to be united with Christ we must subject our thinking to His.  The path to glory led Jesus through the cross.  We have attached ourselves to Him alone. 

Not only did Jesus come to seek and to save those who were lost but He came to set us an example that we should follow in His steps.  There was never a serious chance that Jesus would yield to any of these temptations.  “For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone” Instead, He showed us how Satan would come against us and how we could overcome him by the Word of God. 

Let us determine then to discern Satan’s attack and to overcome him daily.  When we resist Satan he ultimately moves on.  He may return but it is possible for us to resist him successfully. Let us then purpose to do the following:

· We will acknowledge daily, God’s provision of all that we have.

· We will never try to force God to act. We purpose to pray but never to prod. We purpose to Trust but never to Test. 

· We will embrace the circumstances of our life, not reject them.  We will never take the wrong way to the right destination.  We believe that there is as much to be gained by the journey as there is by the arrival at our destination. 

Jesus, The Son of Man, endured the attacks of Satan so that we might learn how to overcome them as well.  Victory in Jesus is your birthright. 
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