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I Timothy 1:12-17

12I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service, 

 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief; 

 14and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus. 

 15It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. 

 16Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 

 17Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Introduction: 
Paul was a man of great culture and education, a leader among men and extremely respected within his chosen field of endeavor.  He was in line for greatness, possessing great skill and eloquence with the law.  It was upon this law that Paul had pinned all his hopes for righteousness and eternal life.  Paul would become righteous in God’s sight and so receive an eternal reward which few men could ever attain.  To this end he studied and disciplined himself.  He was the master of several languages and studied at the feet of the great religious teachers of his day. Through sheer human effort he would conquer all obstacles, run the race and enter the stadium where, before the king, he would receive the crown, his rightful and well earned reward.  
Now make no mistake.  If ever a man was  equipped for the task of self-justification it was Paul.  But Paul had made the same mistake as millions do everyday.  They imagine that salvation comes through externals.  Religion or general good works will certainly trump what we know to be going on in our hearts. He spoke of it after his conversion. 

Romans 7.

18I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 

 21So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 23but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 24What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

As Paul ran his self-righteous race, he encountered another man.  One unlike any he had previously known.  That encounter and ensuing relationship changed Paul profoundly and when we read his writing to Timothy we see an entirely transformed, fully unlike the one who so trusted in himself.  

Paul, in his experience with Christ has come now to some settled convictions about the meaning and purpose of life and he share these incites with us.  

Paul has Recognized 5 things;  

· The Source of all that we consider precious or prized.

· The truth about our standing before God. 

· The meaning and power of Grace. 

· The amazing purpose behind the Love of Christ

· The secret of the authentic worship of Jesus our Lord.

Let’s jump into the middle of Paul’s most personal comments about Jesus and see how they will change our lives. 

I.

Paul Recognized the source of all we prize. [vss. 12] 

A.
Paul looked at blessings of his life and realized they were a gift from God.  

1.
“I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength”.  This is an acknowledgement of total dependence on God and not our own talents and abilities. We have talent and resources but they are ultimately a gift from God.  You have no doubt heard it said, 
a. “I got them from my parents”…God chose your parents

b. “I earned them with hard work”…God enabled you to work

c. “I have genetic qualities of strength and character” .. God again. 

d. “I am not dependent on anybody else”…What about your heart beating?  Do you know how to make oxygen or hydrogen from nothing?  Can you provide for a climate that will allow life to exist? 

2.
“Considered me faithful”.  What does it take to be considered faithful to God?  Is this something that we can actually aspire to?  Let us turn this word on its ear for a second and describe it as “full of faith”  What would that mean or say to us?  Let’s take just a few moments to nail down the meaning of faith and then decide if we are “full of it”



Faith is a conviction and steadfast confidence in things that are not demonstrable in this world.  In this context it is the conviction that things are the way God says they are.  We can apply this “faith..fullness” to many things in our life besides our salvation. To be considered “faith…full” we would have to be men and women who will take God’s Word over human reason. 


Let’s take a test together and see how we do:

· Would you be willing to confess in public that you think God created the entire material universe out of nothing in 6 actual days?  God says He did.
· Are you convinced that God actually did send a flood that covered the whole earth and only 8 people survived it?  God said He did!
· Do you feel confident that God actually did prepare a giant fish that ate Jonah and then kept him alive in there for 3 days and nights?  God said He did. 
OK…this is church…we have to say yes to all these things.  Let’s make it a little harder. 

· Do you believe that there are people who sincerely do not know the true God exists?  

18The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.  Romans 1:18-20

· Do you believe that we are somehow better then they?

 9What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin.
 10As it is written: 
   "There is no one righteous, not even one; 
        11there is no one who understands, 
       no one who seeks God. 
    12All have turned away, 
       they have together become worthless; 
   there is no one who does good, 
       not even one.”    Rom 3:9-12

Paul had gotten hold of this simple idea.  “We don’t need to know everything about God but we do need to believe everything we know.”

3. “I Thank God”.  This is the only appropriate response for our life.  The main obstacle to thankfulness and thanksgiving is our failure to see ourselves as totally dependent on God.  As long as we persist in the belief that we have skills, abilities, resources or options that we have not specifically received from God we will not be genuinely grateful or thankful to Him. 

Paul is openly confessing that every virtue and ability we possess is outside of ourselves and are not available by merit.  They are given as a gift.  Such unspeakable gifts indebt us to the giver.  Each time you do something of truly good you draw upon the grace of God in your life.  Contrary to normal belief we do not ever pay God back but, continue to indebt ourselves to Him.  All good things are given through His kindness and generosity.  No man can believe such things without altering his own understanding of how he relates to God.  That brings us to the second thing. 
II.
Paul Recognized the truth about our standing before God. [13a]

A. He was a blasphemer:  This word comes from a Greek word meaning “stupid” or “injurious” speech.  Usually directed toward God and His Word.  Most of us would fall into this category.  Using God or Christ’s name in vain or presuming to curse something in God’s name place us squarely in this tradition of blasphemers. 

28Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30For we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his people." 31It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  
Heb 10: 28-31

B. He was a persecutor:  Paul had made a brief career out of attacking and persecuting the followers of Jesus Christ.  To insult and attack the Church of Christ is to attack and insult Christ Himself.  It is His Body as surely as the one he offered up on the Cross.  We are also His children.  What greater offence to a father than to hate his children.  [cf. Acts. 8:1-3]

C.  He was a violent Man:  Paul was not only violent he was aggressively so.      This word can also be translated as “outrageous” man.  He even compelled       others to participate in his blasphemy. [Acts. 26:11]

Can such a man find forgiveness?  Let me rephrase this question: “Can forgiveness find such a man?”  I mean to say, Is it possible that God would actually search out a man like this and then pour out forgiveness and love on him before he had actually done anything to merit it?  Upon the answer to this question hangs the eternal destiny of all in this room and indeed all mankind.  Listen to Paul’s story as told by Luke the beloved Physician. 


Acts 9   Saul's Conversion 

1Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, 
"Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 
5"Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. 
6"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." 
7The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 10In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, 
"Ananias!" 
"Yes, Lord," he answered. 
11The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight." 
13"Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name." 
15But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. 16I will show him how much he must suffer for my name." 
17Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord--Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here--has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 


Paul had come to realize the powerlessness of his standing before God which brings us to the third truth. 

III.
Paul Recognized the depth of God’s Grace. [13b-14]

A. “I was shown mercy”  [13b]  Paul  begins to explain to other “self righteous” people why and how God saved him.  In these verses Paul refers to “Mercy”,  “Grace”,  “Faith”, and “Love” as gifts received from God.  It would serve us to understand what the Scripture means by each of these words and to put them in their logical Scriptural order.  Mercy is [according to Vines] “the outward manifestation of pity”  It is not the actual means of salvation but demonstrates God’s ongoing kindness for men.  Because of His mercy Paul and you are given the opportunity to know Him and be saved. 

Numbers 15

27 " 'But if just one person sins unintentionally, he must bring a year-old female goat for a sin offering. 28 The priest is to make atonement before the LORD for the one who erred by sinning unintentionally, and when atonement has been made for him, he will be forgiven. 29 One and the same law applies to everyone who sins unintentionally, whether he is a native-born Israelite or an alien. 
30 " 'But anyone who sins defiantly, whether native-born or alien, blasphemes the LORD , and that person must be cut off from his people. 31 Because he has despised the LORD's word and broken his commands, that person must surely be cut off; his guilt remains on him.' "

This verse does not say that ignorance is an excuse for sin or that it will be overlooked because we did not know any better.  Instead it say that God has pity on us in our ignorance and continues to extend the offer of salvation to those who have not spurned it.

Now notice I Tim. 1:2 in your Bible.  Paul mentions three qualities in their logical order as he begins his letter to Timothy. 
 “ Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.”

“Grace”  according to Eph 2:8 is the actual thing that saves us.  It produces in us Faith but we are said to be saved by Grace.  This is God acting ALONE to save us.  You were dead in your sin [Eph. 2:1]  The dead do NOT do anything for themselves.  We all know that! 

“Mercy”  follows grace and actually meets the deepest longings of our lives. The results we so cherish, take place after God acts unilaterally to save us.   

Romans 8     

1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

“Peace” is the unarguable result of God acting to save us.  It follows like night follows day.  Grace, Mercy and Peace are not mere greetings.  They define the Christian experience. 

B.  Paul apprehended the deplorable state of his own soul.  Something, if I could be so bold, that is painfully missing in the 21st Century.  Before God we are most pitiful.  We cannot draw a breath except God allows it.  We would not eat or drink, or live another day accept for God.  Most tragic of all is that men offend God by their ignorance and by their exclusion of Him from their everyday life. My Friends,  imagine if your own children, [who owe their very lives to you] were to live as if you did not exist. Many of you have experienced such pain now imagine it a billion times over and come to grips with the appalling offence to our Lord Jesus Christ.   Paul was overwhelmed by the immensity of his own offence to Christ.  It was a personal offence unlike ours in quantity but certainly the same in quality. We have spurned the very one who gave His life for ours.  Paul’s response: Grace was poured out or  “super-abounded” to him along with faith [the ability to believe God alone in the face of all evidence to the contrary.] 


Let’s review:  

When Paul met Jesus he realized that he would never be able to obtain a righteous standing through human effort.  He realized the true source of everything he most prized. 

Through meeting Christ Paul realized the truth of his [and our] own  standing before God.  We are in no position to bargain with God because we do not possess anything that can satisfy His righteousness. 

Having come to grips with his standing before God  Paul then experienced the depth of God’s grace poured out in his life. 

Because of this outpouring we can say that:

IV.
Paul Recognized the unsurpassing Love and purpose of Christ. [15, 16]


A. 
“Here is a “faithful” saying and one that should be “received” into your 

mind.  Paul is exhorting us to apprehend our true state before God.  We are without merit before Him.  Consider these verses: 

3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
       for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  Matt. 5:3 

23”for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”   Romans 3:23 
1”As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved.”  Eph. 2:1-5


Every relationship with Christ is a “personal relationship”  I am the one who has offended and spurned my Savior.  Others down through the centuries have felt the same when they came face to face with Jesus. 
The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.
John,  On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11which said: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea." 
12I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 
17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.  Rev. 1:9-17

My dear friends.  How long has it been since you have considered your own life in the light of His glory.  We fear condemnation but, in His presence we find every virtue, every kindness, every grace.  Only there do we see ourselves accurately.  No man knows himself if he does not know the Son of the living God. 

What can we say about such a salvation as our own?  Is there anyone beyond saving if God can sovereignly reach for such a creature as me?  God has unlimited patience.  He will receive you as you are.  You do not need to fix yourself to come to Christ. 
“But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.”  [16]

The expositors commentary sums up what Paul has just said this way, “The dealings of Christ with me, of course, are not unique.  My experience is the same in kind, though not in degree, as that of all saved sinners.  Christ’s longsuffering will never undergo a more severe test than it did in my case, so that no sinner need ever despair.  Let us therefore glorify God together” 

When God revealed to Paul the state of his soul before God and the grace and love with which God responded to his needs:

V.
Paul Recognized and celebrated the Glory of our God and Savior. [17]

Paul can no longer contain his outpouring of praise.  Jesus Christ has come to meet him along the road. Do not imagine that where you go Christ cannot follow. Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. He is filled now with praise because he is alive in the presence of the living God.  It cannot be produced by mere emotion .  So  let us Worship :

“To the King Eternal”  Weust comments here;  “God, the absolute ruler of the ages of time and all that goes on in those ages.”    Do not despair of anything that comes into your life.  Christ is the ruler of the ages and He absolutely rules in your life. My friends,  come to such a king to worship.

‘Immortal”  The word here is actually incorruptible.  Unlike human kings we need never fear that ours will become evil and will not act toward us with grace and mercy.  Come to such a king and worship!

“Invisible” and yet seen with the eyes of faith.    Jesus said, “28"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."  Matt. 11:28-30  
Come to such a king and worship

“The Only God”  He is unique in all creation.  He stands alone and exists independent of His own creation and yet…. He condescends to us in love.  No other god is like Him.  Come to such a king and worship.  

Give Him the honor due Him and let your life reflect His glory.  My Friends, ….Come to such a king… and worship. 
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