Community Bible Church

Sunday January 8, 2006
INTRODUCTION: 
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem it appeared for all practical purposes to be the normal birth of a baby boy.  The circumstances seemed natural enough.  Mary had carried the child to term.  She went into labor after a long overland trip from Nazareth.  And now, eight days later, they appear in the temple to carry out their legal responsibilities before the law.  When Luke sets his hand to record the events surrounding Jesus’ birth and life the Holy Spirit reveals to us, in the gospel, three very crucial realities about the person of Jesus Christ: The Gospel of Luke demonstrates 3 very crucial truths here: 

1. Jesus was born as and still is a human being.
2. God the Son’s love for you is so intense as to compel Him to submit to the same things you do. Jesus humbled Himself that He might save you. 
3. God has made it possible for men to recognize Jesus for who He really is, The Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. His true nature and purpose can only be discerned through the work of the Holy Spirit. 

As we come to the Lord’s Table this morning let me invite you to come to Christ.  It is an old invitation.  Jesus came to save sinners.  I gladly number myself with them that I might be saved by my Lord.  While we serve the bread let you mind dwell on these three realities and afterward we will examine all of them more closely. 

Let’s take our Bibles and look at this passage in Luke two this morning.  This entire scene takes place the week after Christ’s birth.  Joseph and Mary have made the 6 mile trek up to the temple in Jerusalem.  It must have been an exciting time.  Both Mary and Joseph knew that the tiny babe they carried in their arms was the Creator God of the universe.  Imagination fails to capture the intensity of their emotions as they approach the temple to carry out the legal rituals that every parent of a first born son since Moses has performed. 

Luke writes with the utmost attention to the humanity of Jesus.  Being a keen observers of the nature and attributes of human beings Luke is uniquely positioned to report on things that might have gone unnoticed by others. He is, as you probably recall, Dr. Luke.  So, as he describes  the event we can notice these particular truths. Let’s look at them one at a time:  

· Jesus is a true human being.  Two things stand out to confirm this assertion. He was about to be circumcised!! And He was given a human name. 

21And when eight days had passed, before His circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. 

· The Bible is showing the extent of Christ’s willingness to humble Himself in order to redeem you.  He was fully submitting to the law of God even though He was the creator of the universe.  

 22And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 

 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "EVERY firstborn MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD"), 
· Men recognize Jesus as the Christ of God because the Holy Spirit reveals Him to us.  

 25And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 

 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 

 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, 

 28then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, 
Jesus had appeared.  The sphere of His revelation was beginning to expand even at this time.  Herod knew He was alive on the earth and would one day claim His rightful throne.  Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds knew about it, having been told directly by angels. Now Simeon and Anna have recognized Him through the work of the Holy Spirit and have proclaimed Him publicly to all of Jerusalem.  
· But why did this babe appear?  
· Why must God become a man and why must He come through a lowly virgin?  
Hebrews gives us more answers in Hebrews chapter nine. 
Hebrews 9

11But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; 

 12and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 

 13For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 

 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

 15For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 

 16For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who made it. 

 17For a covenant is valid only when men are dead, for it is never in force while the one who made it lives. 

 18Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood. 

The Gospel of Luke and Hebrews both impress upon us the need for Jesus to become a man.  But not an ordinary and sinful man.  He had no sin…so that He might become sin for us.  As a human man He was able to be our High Priest, but the Scripture tells us that the blood of goats and bulls can never take away sin.  It was only an endless reminder of our sin.  

Jesus, our priest offered the only appropriate offering for the sin of men. A sinless and holy human man would bear your sins in His own body on the cross. Jesus was both the worthy priest and the acceptable offering. What wondrous love is this?  
As we serve the cup reflect on this:  

· Because He was man He could be your High Priest and make the acceptable offering for your sin.

· Because He is God He can confirm or uphold the covenant with you.  He is the signatory to the contract.  He alone can uphold it. 
· Every time we drink this cup together we remind our selves of all these truths. Dear friend, Christ Jesus did not merely die on a cross.  He died there for you.  
Now open your Bible to Matthew 2.  In verse 13 Matthew picks up the narrative just after the Magi had left for their homeland. 
Matthew 2

13Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him." 

 14So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. 

 15He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "OUT  OF  EGYPT  I  CALLED  MY SON." 

Herod Slaughters Babies
 16Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the magi. 

 17Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: 

    18"A VOICE WAS HEARD IN RAMAH,
         WEEPING AND GREAT MOURNING,
         RACHEL WEEPING FOR HER CHILDREN;
         AND SHE REFUSED TO BE COMFORTED,
         BECAUSE THEY WERE NO MORE." 
 19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said, 

 20"Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who sought the Child's life are dead." 

 21So Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 

 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Then after being warned by God in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee, 

 23and came and lived in a city called Nazareth This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophets: "He shall be called a Nazarene." 

Mary and Joseph then went back to Bethlehem.  It may well be that they intended to live there.  It was after all, the ancestral home of them both.  How Joseph and Mary originally ended up in Nazareth is not known but Luke records that Bethlehem was the City of David.  

After settling in a house in Bethlehem for one to two years, the Magi finally made there way from Babylon [Iraq] and or Persia [Iran] to the place where they were living.  God in point of fact led them precisely to where Jesus was. 

Matthew 2

…the star, which they had seen in the east, went on before them until it came and stood over the place where the Child was. 

 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 

 11After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him.

Several factors help us establish the time in our Chronology:

· Jesus was eight days old when they took Him back up to Jerusalem to offer the required sacrifices of the law for a first born male child.  It was there that Simeon and Anna testified to His true identity in the hearing of much of Jerusalem.  

· They were still in Bethlehem when the Magi arrived and were living in a house not in the stable behind the inn. Jesus is called a “child” now and not an “infant.”
· When Herod inquired about the exact time that the star had appeared [Matt. 2: 7] he was already making plans for Jesus’ death.  
· When he finally acted to kill Jesus he used that information to determine how old he would be at the time and sought to kill every child under the age of two.  
In this passage Matthew fills in a few details surrounding the infancy of Jesus. We already know of His Eternal Existence as God and His remarkable virgin conception and birth.  As we conclude today please notice five things the Word of God records that still ring true for you:  

· Satan does not want Jesus to make it to the Cross for your sins.  If he can prevent it we will be lost for all eternity. But he did not prevent it.  Christ has taken your sin penalty and He still speaks today; “Come to me all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.”
· God the Father acts immediately to protect the Son [who is now dependent on God because He has humbled Himself as a man]  Humble yourselves, therefore under God’s almighty hand that, in due time He will lift you up.  God will care for you also. 
· Joseph cooperates with God by obeying fully and quickly.  Do not hesitate to follow Christ.  Put your hand to the plow even today.  Joy and life are ahead of you and are seated in Jesus Christ. Do not look back for there is only death and loss. 
· Herod died believing he had accomplished his own purposes in the world.  What a terrifying surprise to stand in the last days before the grown babe He sought to kill by such treachery. Do not take the chance of dying without Christ. Eternity will reveal the same truth that the Word of God tells you this morning. Jesus Christ is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
· Everything about Jesus is true. God confirms all these obscure prophecies so that He might confirm to your heart this very day that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the Living God.  Jesus said, Peace, peace, I leave with you.  Not as the world gives, give I unto you. 
Benediction:
Jude
20But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 

 21keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 

 22And have mercy on some, who are doubting; 

 23save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh. 

 24Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 

 25to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
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