With God…It is more important who 

you are than what you do!

January 1st, 2006

Matt. 1:1-16
Introduction:  
Our culture puts a high premium on what you do and tends to minimize your ancestry.  For example, no one will ever ask you who your grandfather but they will ask you “what you do.”  America is known for the opportunity to “make your own way.” And such thinking has many things to recommend it in the normal affairs of men.  However, even here, there are some very strong elements of the hereditary type of society that both the Old and New Testaments describe for us.  I believed some of this is hardwired into our human nature.  Just a couple of examples from our culture:
· Next of kin must be notified of a death before it can be made public.

· Biological parents generally take precedent over foster ones even when the biological are less fit. 

· Heirs to estates are still typically the biological offspring of the deceased. 

And subjectively let me ask each one of you this question: 

· If you were a parent with something to give away and one of your children wanted or needed it, would you give it to them or to someone outside the family?

· If you are a child and you wanted or needed something your parent had, would you expect them to give it to you or someone outside the family?

Finally, would you be excited or depressed to discover that you were a direct descendent of John Adams or George Washington?  You see, genealogy is important, even in 21st century America where we claim that it is not.  
With these thoughts still in mind I want us to look at the genealogies of Jesus Christ in the New Testament.  They are found in Matthew and in Luke so lets start by opening our Bibles to Matthew 1.  In the next few moments I hope that I can create in you some interest in this genealogy by showing you four important things about it.  
· It shows that Jesus is qualified by heritage to be the King of Israel.

· It demonstrates that the God keeps His Word to His people.  He is a covenant keeping God. 

· It reveals once again that God cannot be squeezed into any box and He is unpredictable in how He will carry out His agenda. 

· It shows why the manner of Christ’s entrance [His Virgin Conception and Birth] into humanity was absolutely crucial and cannot be disbelieved by those who claim they are redeemed. 

I. The General Statement of Christ’s ancestry. [1:1]
A. Matthew is setting up the legal foundation for his assertion that Jesus is the Messiah. 
Matthew 1

 1The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham:
Matthew begins his account of Jesus’ life with almost the exact same terminology that Moses used in Genesis 5:1 to describe the generations of mankind or the world.  

Genesis 5

 1This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 

Although Moses wrote in Hebrew and Matthew in Greek when the OT was translated into Greek the translators choose this same Greek phrase for Gen. 5:1 as is used in Matt. 1:1.  The concept of “a genealogy” and “a generation” are very nearly synonymous.  So what is the point that Matthew is trying to make in his opening statement?   
Simply this:  “As Moses documented the generations of men leading away from Adam, Matthew will document the generations of Christ leading away from Abraham.”  
Let’s see why this is important. 

The Prophets had predicted that the Almighty God would make an entrance into this world as a human being.  Micah foretold the exact geographical spot. 
Micah 5

2"But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
         Too little to be among the clans of Judah,
         From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel 
         His goings forth are from long ago,
         From the days of eternity."

Micah revealed that the Messiah would be eternal in nature.  He would be God stepping into humanity.  Daniel revealed the exact time, to the day, that He would appear. 
Daniel 9

24"Seventy weeks [490 years] have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place. 

 25"So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks[483] years]; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.”
The Scripture is clear.  The Messiah will be God Himself, but He will enter humanity at a predicted time and place.  Paul called this the “fullness of time” when he wrote to the Galatians. 
Galatians 4

 4… when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 

 5so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 
Although God the Son was eternal, Jesus had a history.  His birth place and time would qualify Him as Messiah.  His ancestry would reveal the supervising hand of God in His supernatural entrance into the world. 
Matthew shows that Jesus is qualified by heritage to be the King of Israel.
B.  Matthew traces the generations of Jesus through the covenant of Abraham and the covenant of David.  
God has made promises.  This is of major significance to our understanding of Scripture.  God made unilateral contracts with both David and Abraham and then kept them to the letter. Let’s look at them briefly. 
1. Davidic Covenant
II Sam. 2:12, 16,17  [God Speaking to David]
12"When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom…. 

 16"Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever."'" 

 17In accordance with all these words and all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David. 

2. Abrahamic Covenant 
Genesis 12 [God Speaking to Abraham]
2And I will make you a great nation,
         And I will bless you,
         And make your name great;
         And so you shall be a blessing; 
Genesis 22

18"In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice." 
To fully appreciate this passage we need to compare it with the New Testament teaching that explains it more fully. 

Galatians 3

15Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man's covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it. 

 16Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ. 

 17What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. 

In Abraham all the nations of the earth shall be blessed. [because from his direct descent the Messiah was to be born]  Through David all the nations of the earth shall be ruled. [because from his direct descent this same Messiah was to reign over all the earth]
Now this is a key issue in our understanding of Scripture even today.  Almost all disagreement over the events of the end times hinges on this.  Amillennialists simply do not see these promises as literal.  Although willing to accept that Christ fulfilled God’s promise to Abraham they do not, as Matthew did, believe that He will also fulfill His promise to David.  What God promised to do for Israel is the bedrock of our eschatology. If you believe that God meant what He said and was not speaking allegorically or metaphorically than you will come out expecting His return to establish His Kingdom on this earth and His reign over all nations as Messiah. 
Matthew demonstrates that God keeps His Word to His people.  He is a covenant keeping God.

II. The Detailed Description of Jesus’ heritage. [1:2-16]

A. Abraham to David [2-6]
Matthew 1

 2Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. 

 3Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez was the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram. 

 4Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon. 

 5Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. 

 6Jesse was the father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah. 
Two things are worthy of special notice in these five verses: 

· Firstly, women are almost never mentioned in genealogies but Matthew mentions four of them. Five actually if we count Mary right at the end. 
Tamar:  Posed as a prostitute in order to become pregnant with twins by her father-in-law Judah. 
Rahab: Was a Canaanite prostitute but was converted to God during the siege of Jericho. She is certainly an unlikely candidate to be included in the generations of the Messiah. 

Ruth: Was a Moabitess.  They were bitter enemies of Israel and eventually were totally destroyed by God. Nevertheless, God poured out grace on Ruth and she too is included in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Bathsheba:  The adulteress who was taken into David’s house after Uriah her husband was killed by David.  Of all David’s women she was certainly the least likely to bear the son that would continue the line to Messiah.  

In Luke, Jesus tells the following story: 

Luke 7

41"A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 

 42"When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. So which of them will love him more?" 

 43Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have judged correctly." 
Let us number ourselves among the sinners.  A man’s love for Christ is extinguished by self-righteousness.  The world sees religion and self-righteousness as a sign of love for God.  God sees it exactly the opposite.  It is good to know and embrace God’s opinion of your sin realizing He has redeemed you nevertheless. 
God is rich in mercy toward the most undeserving.  Do you think these women loved Him more or less than those who had not sinned as they had?  They are included here for a reason.  Jesus came to seek and to save sinners.  How fitting that they are included in His generations.  

· Secondly,  the first born son is traditionally the heir of the blessings of patriarchal leadership but David was the youngest of eight. 
Now Matthew is reporting on the way in which God chose to bring His Son into humanity.  This is important.  He could have chosen only the brightest and the best or those of noble birth and occasionally He did, but He is absolutely free to chose whomever He wishes for the purposes He desires.  These two lessons should not be lost on us:  
· We are chosen by Him because He is Sovereign and not because we are good or of noble birth. 
Romans 9

14…..There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 

 15For He says to Moses, "I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE COMPASSION." 

 16So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. 

· We are never too sinful or too common to be redeemed by the grace of our dear Lord. 
Romans 5

 6For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 

 7For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. 

 8But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

 9Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 

B. David to Jeconiah [7-11]

Matthew 1

7Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa. 

 8Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah. 

 9Uzziah was the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. 

 10Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah. 

 11Josiah became the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 

Any one who has read or tried to read the OT is aware of the sorted history of the kings of Israel.  Matthew does not Chronicle their works as did the Old Testament writers. Their exploits were common knowledge to his readers.  What he does is carefully follow this documented trail to the babe in the manger, but he pauses at the moment of Israel’s captivity and deportation.  Why is this a crucial point?  Because it is at this point that Israel lost her human kingdom.  From that time until this very day there has not been a king in Israel on David’s throne.  
On top of that is something that at first glance would appear to render the entire effort to prove Jesus the heir fruitless.  It is called the curse of Coniah and it is found in: 
Jeremiah 22

26"I will hurl you and your mother who bore you into another country where you were not born, and there you will die. 

 27"But as for the land to which they desire to return, they will not return to it. 
    28"Is this man Coniah a despised, shattered jar?
         Or is he an undesirable vessel?
         Why have he and his descendants been hurled out
         And cast into a land that they had not known? 
    29"O land, land, land,
         Hear the word of the LORD! 

 30"Thus says the LORD,
         'Write this man down childless,
         A man who will not prosper in his days;
         For no man of his descendants will prosper
         Sitting on the throne of David
         Or ruling again in Judah.'" 

This is how it happened.  The last 2 kings of Judah were Jaconiah and Zedekiah. Jaconiah is also called Coniah and even Jehoiakin in some translations, but it is the same guy.  He so provoked God that Jeremiah called down the curse on him that we just read.  When he was taken away into Babylon alive, Nebuchadnezzar placed Zedekiah who was actually a son of Josiah on the throne instead.  When Zedekiah was killed all his sons were killed first before his eyes.  God had ended the earthly throne of Israel and put a curse on the only remaining heir to David’s throne. We will return to this as we conclude in just a moment, but we can say this now.  Jesus Christ was not the human descendent of Coniah.  His father was not Joseph and therefore He clearly sidestepped the curse. 
C. Jeconiah to Joseph [actually to Mary]

Matthew 1

12After the deportation to Babylon: Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel. 

 13Zerubbabel was the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor. 

 14Azor was the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud. 

 15Eliud was the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob. 

 16Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah. 

This final installment starts with the same guy who was cursed by Jeremiah.  After being taken into captivity our man Jeconiah had some children and one of his grandchildren was Zerubbabel who led Israel back from the captivity.  But notice this.  The curse was in place and Zerubbabel was never King.  He governed but was never king in Israel.  The line of mere human kings was over for Israel but God continued to work His program. 
Matthew reveals once again that God cannot be squeezed into any box and He is unpredictable in how He will carry out His agenda. 

The nature and coming of Jesus Christ are extraordinary in every way.  In the weeks leading up to Christmas we have seen two ways.
· We know that He has always existed with the Father.  He is in fact, God the Son the 2nd person of the Holy Trinity.  
· We saw how The Father and the Holy Spirit combined to produce a body in the womb of Mary for God the Son to unite His being to.  God changed His nature forever in order to redeem you from the curse of sin.

David’s birth was designed to come about through Gentile women while he himself was not even the firstborn of Jesse.  The lineage continued through Bathsheba, another “unworthy” vessel of God’s grace. Even when God ended the merely human claim to the throne He continued the lineage to Joseph.  Finally, God entered humanity by bypassing every curse of sin, born of a virgin and becoming a new creation. 

The Messianic line runs from David to Solomon to Rehoboam to Jeconiah to Zerubbabel to the Messiah. There is no place in the Bible that says the curse on the kingly line has ever been lifted. Because of it, anyone born of a human father and claiming to be the Messiah will have the curse of Jeconiah [Coniah] to thwart his claim. The Messiah of Israel cannot have a human father. The Messiah King is Not a Mere Man
Matthew shows why the manner of Christ’s virgin entrance into humanity was absolutely crucial and cannot be disbelieved by those who claim they are redeemed. 

III. Conclusions: 
Matthew demonstrates who Jesus is and so we must ask a similar question: Whose son or daughter are you?  There are several salient points to be made here in conclusion. 

· Not all men are sons of God! This is a common myth, even among professing Christians.  Men are born spiritually dead and therefore without the one thing that makes them children of God…His life and nature. 
John 8 [Jesus Speaking to the unbelieving crowd]
44"You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

· Only sons of God will ever see God in heaven. Heaven is for God’s children and not for the practitioners of any religion even a correct one.  It did not matter that Judaism was totally correct.  God disallowed it as a means to gain entrance into His presence.  You must be born again.  
John 3 [Jesus Speaking]
3Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."
· There is only one way to become a child of God. We must know Christ who is the light of the world.  He is not a light in the world but the [only] light of the world.  He requires such faith. 
John 1 [John Speaking of Jesus Himself]
12But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 

 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

· Children of God have privilege and expectation stemming from their status.   
Romans 8 
16The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 

 17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 

 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

So what is a genealogy worth.  In some cultures it will buy you an education or a place at the governor’s table.  It may offer you wealth and status.  With God it will break the curse of sin in your life and give you eternal joy in the presence of Christ who loved you and gave Himself up for you.  Whose child are you?
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