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His incarnation and birth

Luke 1:26-44

Introduction: How can God become a man?  It seems so incredible that many reject the entire notion outright.  Those who are not willing to just disbelieve God have sought some alternative explanation.  Perhaps He was born just a human but then became God at His baptism?  Maybe He only appeared to be a man?  Some suggest that the disciples made up the entire idea of Him being God after He died.  Man has been busy throughout the centuries trying to get the Word of God to fit into the mind of man.  Modern man is not the first to sense this need and attempt to fulfill it.  In the 4th century AD Arius was came up with the idea that: 

“God the Father ("unbegotten"), always existing, was separate from the lesser Jesus Christ ("only-begotten"), born before time began and creator of the world. The Father, working through the Son, created the Holy Spirit, who was subservient to the Son as the Son was to the Father.”  The Father was therefore seen as "the only true God." 

The Scripture does teach that Jesus Christ was the true God who became a man.  We studied this last week in Colossians 1:15-20 and it is clearly taught in John 1 and in Philippians 2 as well.  The question at hand this morning is this: “Does the Bible tell us anything about ‘how’ God became a man and is it possible for us to understand any of it?”  

I believe the answer to both questions is yes although I need to qualify my answer just a bit.  God does tell us some of the how and even the why, but that does not mean that our finite minds will ever fully grasp this truth.  God cannot be systematized and categorized and then explained fully to man’s satisfaction.  This is the great error of all the cults.  I have had cultists say to me that they could never believe in a God that they cannot fully understand.  I caution you against that attitude.  It will lead to heresy because you will have to change the true nature of God to make it fit into your mind.  God cannot be placed in any box of man’s design. 

On the other hand is the attitude that is more common in Bible believing Christianity.  It goes something like this: “Since God is hard to understand, I am not going to try at all.  I will just believe what the preacher says or what the creed says or what my denomination says is true.”  There are three very crucial problems with this attitude:

· God is a person and He loves you.  He has sought you out for salvation and desires your fellowship. Not to try to know Him is an offense to Him.   

Jeremiah 29

11'For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. 

 12'Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 

 13'You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. 

 14'I will be found by you,' declares the LORD,

· Secondly, if you do not know God through the Scriptures alone all you have is a religion.  It might be and probably is to your liking, but to God it is just another manmade religion resting on the knowledge and words of men like the pastor, the creed writer or the head of the denomination. 

John 17

16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.

· Thirdly, and possibly most importantly, you cannot worship what you do not know.  Until you meet Christ in the Word of God your knowledge will always be dim.  The Holy Spirit reveals Christ through the Word of God and you will desire Him there.  Go to the Scripture and not to men for knowledge of our God.  

John 4

23"But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 

 24"God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

We have seen in John  and Colossians  that Christ has always existed with the Father.  He is the creator of all life not a created being.  We cannot help but worship Him more fully with such knowledge. 

Today we will study God’s explanation of how this same Christ came into the world as a true human being to save us from our sins.  Christ came to you.  God acted to procure your eternal salvation from sin.  I want to show you seven exciting truths from the Gospel account. Let’s look at the text in Luke together. 

I. The Recipient of the Favor [26-27]

Mary was a pure virgin of marrying age.  She was in fact engaged to be married and would soon have entered into that state with Joseph.  Matthew also makes it a perfectly clear as Luke that she was a virgin. 

Matthew 1

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 

 19And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. 

 20But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 

 21"She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." 

 22Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 23"BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US." 

 24And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife, 

 25but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.

Mary was a direct descendent of David.  A descendent of David was to be the Messiah and to reign on David’s throne.  Israel had not had a king for nearly 500 years when Gabriel came to Mary.  In this same chapter of Matthew the Gospel writer finishes the genealogy of Jesus in the following way: 
Matthew 1

16Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.
Matthew also quotes Isaiah who had predicted the virgin conception of the Christ in 7:14 The recipient then of this spectacular announcement was a young chaste women was given the most remarkable privilege in the history of creation.  She would give human birth to God the Son. 
Now why is this important?  I believe that this is one of the absolutely crucial doctrines of the Bible.  In fact, I will go so far as to assert that your eternal soul hangs in the balance on the truth of the doctrine we are about to consider.  Let me give you four reasons for its importance:

· It made it possible for God and humanity to be united.  God did not just come upon a man and possess him in Jesus Christ.  Jesus was not indwelt by God; He was God!  In just a moment we will discuss that a bit more. 

· It prevented Adams sin nature from being passed on to Jesus Christ. If Jesus was not virgin conceived, He is just a man and thus infected with sin and in need of a savior Himself. His death would have been merely a good example but not a substitute for you. 

Romans 5

12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned— 13for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.
· If Jesus is not human born, He is not fully human, and therefore unable to act as our substitute. His death would only declare love for the sinners not deliver them from sin’s penalty.

· The basis for the redemption is that He, being human is qualified to redeem humanity.  (Hebrews 4:15-16)

Hebrews 4

15For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 

 16Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

· It substantiates the inerrancy of the Bible because the prophets predicted it. 

II. The Greeting of the Angel [28-31]

Gabriel greets her as “favored one.”  This is an incredible moment.  You need to try to imagine it from Heaven’s perspective.  The entire creation has been watching this drama play out since the day that Eve sinned in the garden and convinced Adam to do likewise.  This glorious creature [man] who is the image bearer of God, was now fallen and corrupt.  Satan had apparently succeeded in destroying God’s greatest creation, man.  But God countered with a promise to Satan [that Eve no doubt heard] to give a man who would destroy The Devil.  
Genesis 3

14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, 
       "Cursed are you above all the livestock 
       and all the wild animals! 
       You will crawl on your belly 
       and you will eat dust 
       all the days of your life. 

 15 And I will put enmity 
       between you and the woman, 
       and between your offspring and hers; 
       he will crush your head, 
       and you will strike his heel." 

Eve took this so seriously that she thought that Cain might have been the redeemer who would crush the serpent’s head. 
Genesis 4

 1 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, "With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man." 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.
The angelic hosts were shocked and saddened over man’s fall.  They have been waiting a long time to see who God would choose to be the offspring of the women.  The moment has finally come and Gabriel gets the call.  He is to go to this delightful young women and tell her that she is the one out of all who have ever existed who will have this honor.  He cannot help but call her what he and all the hosts of creation are thinking when he says…”greetings Favored One.”  
III. The Announcement of the Gift [31-33]

Simply stated, Mary was going to become pregnant and have a son that she was to name Jesus. [31]  This would be good news to a married Jewish woman but not to an unmarried engaged women who has never been with a man.  It is a difficult saying. 

Gabriel goes on to make it absolutely clear to Mary that her son will be the Messiah.  He says four things to confirm this:

· He will be the Son of the Most High

· God will give Him the throne of His father David

· He will reign over the house of Jacob forever

· His Kingdom will have no end. 
This is the most spectacular event in the creation of the universe.  God was about to unite Himself forever with His own creature.  God was to become a man in order to save men. Who, including Satan would have ever guessed this.  Satan had been busily trying to destroy man since the fall but even he had not foreseen this turn of events.  God will do what only He can do.  He will redeem us from the curse of sin. 
IV. The Bewilderment of Mary [34]

Mary is surprised and perplexed.  She did know the facts of life.  She new full well that she was a virgin.  Women know such things.  She asks simply and justifiably, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" What Gabriel says in response is staggering when considered carefully word by word. 
V. The Response from God [35]

Luke 1
35The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”
The Spirit was the divine agent miraculously manipulating and creating out of Mary’s body a human nature.  The Father for His part watches over this new creation that it comes to no harm.  This is the same “overshadowing” that appeared on the mount of transfiguration. 
Luke 9

34While he was saying this, a cloud formed and began to overshadow them; and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 

Notice that both the Holy Spirit and the Father will work this miracle together.  The Spirit will  cause this young women to conceive a perfect human nature in her womb while the Father will watch over it until the moment comes.  And what moment would that be?  It is spoken of in the last sentence of this verse.  
“The Holy One” is in the neuter gender in the Greek.  It was not a person.  Human persons are never described as holy.  It is a very important distinction.  God the Spirit and God the Father prepared a human body and nature for God the Son. 

That which was conceived in Mary was a perfect human nature not a human person.  A difference between a person, and the nature of a person.

Nature—Is what makes a certain kind of  being. For a human, it is all of the characteristics that make a man a man and does not refer to his personhood.  We say for example when someone is afraid of the unknown, “that’s just human nature.”   We would never say that is just Fred.” What we mean is that it is common to all men and is not the characteristic of any one man. 
Person—The individualizing of a human nature. You are a person with a unique combination of the properties of a human nature. You are a person possessing a human nature.
Gabriel told Mary that when it was born it would be called the “Son of God.”  By the time the birth took place God the Son would have joined Himself eternally to this human nature and body that the Spirit and the Father were creating and would be born as The Son of God. 
God did not create a human person in Mary.  God the Son would be that person.  There were not two persons in Jesus Christ but there were two natures.  As we said before, Jesus was not indwelt by God, He was God.  Jesus was not a human person sharing a body with another person known as God the Son. There was only one person. 

Is there any other evidence for this besides this verse.  Yes.   

Hebrews 10

5Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 
   "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 
      but a body you prepared for me; 
 6with burnt offerings and sin offerings 
      you were not pleased. 
 7Then I said, 'Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— 
      I have come to do your will, O God.'

Notice three important things in this passage:

· It says that Christ “came” into the world.  This is important because it could have said born but chooses this terminology instead. 

· Jesus is the speaking and says, “a body you prepared for me.”  This is exactly what Gabriel is describing to Mary in Luke 1:35.  God the Father and God the Spirit are preparing a body for the God the Son to come into. 
· It is written about Christ in the Scroll, “I have come to do your will, O God.”  This is from Psalm 40:7 and Jesus applies it to Himself. 

Christ came into the world.  It was an act of His Sovereign will.  He said 
Luke 19:10

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."
Paul told the Romans 

Romans 5

6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
He came into the body and nature that The Father and The Spirit prepared for Him and became “The Son of Man.”  

VI. The Response from Mary [36]

Simple and appropriate:  This women has just been given the most staggering news in all the history of mankind.  Is she perplexed?  Absolutely.  Are there things she does not understand?  Without a doubt.  Does she question the angel?  Yes.  But ultimately, how does she respond?
Luke 1

"Behold, the bond slave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.

VII. The Response from John the Baptist [39-44]

Mary then went strait to Elizabeth’s house.  Gabriel told her that Elizabeth was also pregnant.  Things are happening fast.  Mary is the bearer of the Messiah and Elizabeth the mother of His herald.   Both Elizabeth and Zacharias know that their son is the one who will cry out in the wilderness in the spirit and power of Elijah and will eventually say, 
John 1

29"Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
As Mary enters the house and at the sound of her voice John leaps in his mother’s womb and because He could not speak the Holy Spirit filled Elizabeth to declare and herald the Christ, God the Son who had at long last come into the world. 

Luke 1
43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.
Conclusion:  

Are we able to fully understand everything that went on when God the Son stepped into this world by means of the body and nature that God the Spirit and God the Father prepared for Him?  Not really.  Does that diminish it in any way.  Not unless you want a God in a box.  One that you can describe the way you would any other worldly object.  Our God cannot be so confined.  He defies all attempts to be fully grasped and yet I am certain that you understand Him today like you have never imagined. 
Please, do not take Christmas to be the story of a homeless babe in a manger.  Every detail of the event was planned to the second.  God would enter human time and space and forever alter His own nature in order to save you from your sin.  Embrace His immense and unfathomable revelation of Himself to you. He stooped to offer you eternal life. Listen to the words of Philippians.  
Philippians 2

 5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
 6Who, being in very nature God, 
      did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
 7but made himself nothing, 
      taking the very nature of a servant, 
      being made in human likeness. 
 8And being found in appearance as a man, 
      he humbled himself 
      and became obedient to death— 
         even death on a cross! 
 9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
      and gave him the name that is above every name, 
 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
      in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
      to the glory of God the Father.

Come and Worship

Come and Worship

Worship Christ, the newborn King!
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