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for
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Sunday December 4, 2005

Scripture:

I Chronicles 16

 8 Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; 
       make known among the nations what He has done. 

 9 Sing to Him, sing praise to Him; 
       tell of all His wonderful acts. 

 10 Glory in His holy name; 
       let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

 11 Look to the LORD and his strength; 
       seek his face always. 

 12 Remember the wonders he has done, 
       his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced, 

 13 O descendants of Israel his servant, 
       O sons of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

 14 He is the LORD our God; 
       his judgments are in all the earth. 

Invocation:  

Song: Our God Reigns

I Chronicles 16

23 Sing to the LORD, all the earth; 
       proclaim his salvation day after day. 

 24 Declare his glory among the nations, 
       his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

 25 For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 
       he is to be feared above all gods. 

 26 For all the gods of the nations are idols, 
       but the LORD made the heavens. 

 27 Splendor and majesty are before him; 
       strength and joy in his dwelling place. 

 28 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, 
       ascribe to the LORD glory and strength, 

 29 ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name. 
       Bring an offering and come before him; 
       worship the LORD in the splendor of his [d] holiness. 

 30 Tremble before him, all the earth! 
       The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved. 

 31 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
       let them say among the nations, "The LORD reigns!" 

 32 Let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 
       let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them! 

 33 Then the trees of the forest will sing, 
       they will sing for joy before the LORD, 
       for he comes to judge the earth. 

 34 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
       his love endures forever. 

 Song: All Hail King Jesus

Psalm 37

 1  Do not fret because of evil men 
       or be envious of those who do wrong; 

 2 for like the grass they will soon wither, 
       like green plants they will soon die away. 

 3 Trust in the LORD and do good; 
       dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 

 4 Delight yourself in the LORD 
       and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

 5 Commit your way to the LORD; 
       trust in him and he will do this: 

 6 He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, 
       the justice of your cause like the noonday sun. 

 7 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 
       do not fret when men succeed in their ways, 
       when they carry out their wicked schemes. 

Romans 5

 1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

Prayer:  Lord, you have indeed poured our your love into our lives.  We know that it was you who sought us and even now at this hour calls us into your presence to worship you.  We need you Lord.  It is our desire to draw together as believers and commune with you today.  Lord, give each of us grace at this hour to trust you with the cares we brought to this place for we know that Jesus said,  

John 14

27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

It is our earnest desire to worship Christ this morning.  As we prepare our hearts let me read a passage of Scripture from: 

I Corinthians 10

14Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 15I speak to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. 16Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.

Although seldom considered, God requires us to have an undivided heart.  Anything less falls into the category of idolatry, from which, we are to flee.  It does not take a graven image to make an idol.  Ours are idols of the heart; those things we require besides Jesus Christ our Lord in order to be happy, secure, joyful or at peace.  Each one competes with our Savior for our worship.  God tells us plainly to flee from them and participate instead in singular worship of Jesus Christ.  He is the one who gives us peace.  He alone, not anyone or anything else, has poured out His love into our hearts.  Thankfully we do not have to be without sin to come to the Lord’s Table.  But let us come with an undivided heart.  Leave your anxieties and grief and come to Jesus alone.  Take this moment to worship Him with an undivided heart.  Tell Him that He alone can satisfy the deepest longings of your soul.  He is the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. 

Serve the Bread 

Song:  Break thou the Bread of Life

Morning Message:
In Matthew’s gospel  [14:13-20 ] we read that:

· When Jesus heard of the death of his cousin and friend John the Baptist He departed for a deserted place.  One would assume that He wished to be alone to mourn this human loss. The multitude, however, heard of His whereabouts and pursued Him on foot.  It is at this point that the disciples begin to demonstrate on the pages of Scripture what many of us live with on a daily basis.  Jesus asked them to feed this multitude.  5000 people have just showed up for dinner and it is 4 days before payday.  To make matters worse we have almost nothing on hand. Now this situation would be bad enough for a skilled homemaker but can you imagine it in the hands of 12 single men?  Like us the disciples worry about finances as well as this situation that is out of their control. God may ask you to do something someday and you will not have the resources or the abilities to accomplish it. What will be your response?

· What happens next is intended to teach them the lesson that we have just heard from Paul in I Corinthians.  It is Christ alone that we are to trust.  He alone will save us from our sins but more than that.  He alone will meet every need of our physical life by providing for us.  God never asks you to do something without making the provision for you to accomplish it.  Jesus feeds these folk in a most unlikely way. May I point out that He uses the resources that the disciples have on hand. Why not just rare back and feed them all something really great?  Instead He has them bring to Him what they have available and He blesses that!  LESSON:  If we will surrender what we have to God He will do great things with it. If we withhold it, it is just only five loaves and two fish. 

Serve the cup


Song:  Breathe on Me Breath of God


Morning Message Continues
· There is no recorded response from the multitude or the disciples in Matthews account, but what happens next is very telling.  Notice the order of events: 

· The Disciples are forced by Jesus to leave by boat. It is clear from the text that Jesus was orchestrating this event. [14:22]

· Jesus then dismissed the crowd and retired to pray alone.  We are about to witness a spectacular intervention in the lives of these disciples. This is personal now.  The crowds are gone and the only people in the story are Jesus and His disciples.  Are you a disciple of Jesus?  If you say yes, then let us go together onto a small corner near the back of this boat.  This story is for you and me.  It is the story of how God cares for us in our hour of greatest need.  It is not an object lesson. It actually happened.  The God who created the universe is now with His creation revealing Himself to them and to us if we will allow. 

· By the time it was dark the boat was a considerable distance from land in the middle of the Lake. [About 3.5 miles from shore according to John’s Gospel].  The situation is rapidly getting out of the control of even experienced seaman. 

· Jesus was watching all this from the shore. [A demonstration of His Divine nature]  They were in trouble because the wind was resisting them and they could not row to shore.  [Mk 6:48]  They were very alone and very helpless. 
Worry, anxiety, fear, terror, despair: This, my friends is the human condition.  We look for ways NOT to think about such things but life insists on getting our attention and when it does it terrifies us with it intentions.  The situation has now escalated from worry about finances to worry about survival. One thing is certain here; the disciples cannot merely walk away from this trial.  There are things in this life that dog us like this storm producing a sense of despair.  No, you cannot simply walk away.  Let’s see what we can and must do.  

· Sometime between 3AM and 6AM in the morning Jesus went out to them by walking on the water. It has now been 6 to 8 hours since they were on land. 

· The Disciples thought it might be a ghost. [The Jews believed that the appearance of a spirit at night was an omen of disaster]  Jesus intended to frighten them out of their wits.  He just started walking by and not calling to them at all until they began to cry out. [26]

· Jesus finally identifies Himself to the disciples in order to calm their fears.  Have you noticed that it is unlikely that you will cry out to God unless you are not in some sort of difficulty?  The greatest experiences of God’s power and love are granted at our darkest hour. [27]

Peter wanted to be certain that he was not mistaken and asked Jesus for additional proof. Peter’s behavior is an example of faith not lack of it. Peter is proposing to do what only God can do.  He is finally coming to grips with his true condition.  He is going to die unless Jesus alone saves him. Until we see the trials of life in this light we will always suffer defeat. Jesus has already demonstrated his willingness and ability to use what we possess to do something notable. Peter possesses only the ability to get out of the boat.  Everything else was going to have to be done by the Lord.  [28]

· Peter was able to walk on the water as long as he kept his trust in Jesus alone to sustain him.  As soon as he got his eyes on the wind and waves he began to sink.  

· When Peter cried out to the Lord, He saved him and then the two of them entered the boat together.  Jesus will care for us when we succumb to this world’s constant demands for our attention.  Are your eyes fixed on this world?  Has anxiety and fear gripped you mind?  Just as Jesus called to Peter from within the storm He calls to you today. “COME”.  So, I have to ask you, “Will you demonstrate that uncommon courage to get out of the boat and follow Christ?” 

Now notice: In an instant this great trial ends. The disciples have faced death and experienced every human fear.  They have cried out in terror and now, in a moment, it all ends.  Peter and Jesus are in the boat, the sea is calm and the wind is still.  Mark says that they were amazed while Matthew records that the Worshiped Him.

· Why were they amazed?
· Because the wind and waves immediately stopped.

· Because they had just witnessed two other notable miracles.  Jesus and Peter walking on the water. 

· Because they had not understood the miracle of the loaves and fishes the day before. [The point of which was …Jesus rules over the material universe as Creator]  They did not understand the miracle of the loaves and fishes because “there hearts were hardened” This description of the disciples carries the idea of calloused rather than soft. It is referring to the heart or spirit.   It is difficult to penetrate to where the spiritual discernment is.  Are we too like the disciples who so often saw and even grasped the actual event but seemed unable to make the spiritual application?  

· Why did they worship? They worshiped because they were finally beginning to accept their total dependency on God.  They began to own Him alone as their God. 

CONCLUSION: 

· How many times has God watched over your life?  How much grace has He poured out on you?  When the disciples witnessed the miracle of the loaves they did not understand it at all.  At that time Jesus did not impress on them that He rules over all events and circumstances in this world.  From our point of view this seems incredible but again, how many times has He cared for us only to find us crying out in fear at our present circumstance.  

· This entire event, like the circumstances of your life are orchestrated by the Lord Jesus.  As in our lives, Jesus is watching.  Nevertheless the disciples felt they were alone in the middle of the lake.  My friends why do you forget that Jesus is aware of your needs and fears?  Are we so impressed with our earthly trials that we cannot imagine nor remember how Jesus knows us and cares for us?
· Like the disciples will you worship Him?  Like Peter will you go to Christ through the storm ignoring the fear?  Jesus speaks to you today, “Come, All who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  Matt. 11:28 just as the disciples on the lake, this world offers no hiding place from its tempest. Why waste anymore time looking for that which does not exist?  Come to Jesus for salvation from sin and for rest for your soul. Come and worship the only God.

PAGE  
1

