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Introduction: 

In John 15 and 16 as Jesus was preparing His disciples [and also us] for His departure He taught them some very crucial truths and then prayed for them in Chapter 17.  What we have learned so far from John is that the Christian life is unlike anything else that men do here on the earth.  Jesus has called us to do the impossible.  We are to preach to men and women who essentially have no interest in God at all.  In fact, Paul describes them as “dead in their trespasses and sins.”  We are nevertheless tempted to hope that we might be able to do it because we remember that we too were once in that spiritual state.  This is exactly then, where Jesus begins these teachings.  

In John Chapter 15 He teaches us that:

We are mere branches drawing all of our spiritual life from the “True Vine.”  Jesus is the True Vine.

Branches that are connected to the Vine bear fruit and so are pruned so that they bear much fruit.  It is the Father’s will for His children to bear a lot of fruit and He helps this process along with His vine dressing expertise. 

In John Chapter 16 we learn that:

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to comfort and help us in the task of living for Him.  Jesus actually asserts that it is beneficial for Him to leave and the Spirit to take His place.  This is because the Holy Spirit is going to assist us mightily.  

The Spirit will do three things directly with unbelievers.  He will convict the world of sin [for not believing in Jesus], righteousness [because even though Christ died for our sins God raised Him to life because He was a righteous man] and judgment [because Satan and all who reject Christ are already condemned].  These are the very convictions that the world needs to be saved but most men remain steadfastly unconvinced.  If men are going to believe at all it will be because the Holy Spirit convinces. 

The same Spirit will also do three things for us.  He will guide us into all truth. [16:13a] He will unfailingly communicate to us what Christ tells Him to speak. [16:13b] He will glorify Christ by making Him known in the world.  In short, The Holy Spirit will enable us to carry out the mission Christ has called us to in this world. 

That brings us to John Chapter 17 where Jesus prays for His disciples and us, but before He does He prays to the Father and allows us to hear every word.  Let’s examine that passage together this morning.   Take your Bible and turn to John 17.

“Father the time has come”  [17:1a]

The Crucifixion was absolutely established in time.  There was nothing whatsoever about it that was random or in the control of evil men.  

John 10

17The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father." 

Acts 2

 22"Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know-- 23this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.

“Glorify your Son that your Son might glorify you.” [17:1b]

The crucifixion has its ultimate meaning against the backdrop of the resurrection.  Jesus was to offer Himself as the sacrifice for the sins of men, but The Father was going to glorify Him through the resurrection and in turn the Son was going to glorify The Father even more.  Notice how Paul described this when writing to the Philippians.

Philippians 2

 5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
 6Who, being in very nature God, 
      did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
 7but made himself nothing, 
      taking the very nature of a servant, 
      being made in human likeness. 
 8And being found in appearance as a man, 
      he humbled himself 
      and became obedient to death— 
         even death on a cross! 
 9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
      and gave him the name that is above every name, 
 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
      in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
      to the glory of God the Father.

“You granted Him authority over all people [flesh] that He might give eternal life to all those you have given Him.” [17:2]

The word “authority” is: “” Refers to power or Authority.  It appears 93 times in the New Testament and is most often rendered “authority” [65 times].  11 times it is translated “power”.  It primarily implies the right or granted power to carry out some thing.  It means rule.  

In this verse Jesus states exactly why that authority has been given to Him. Jesus will give eternal life to all that the Father has given Him. 

Matthew 11:27

"All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  
Eternal Life is entirely a work of God. Jesus taught this every opportunity He had almost as if He expected that man might get it wrong.  In fact man has been fighting about this since very shortly after Jesus returned to the Father.  

John 10 

27"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 

 28and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 

 29"My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 

 30"I and the Father are one." 

 31The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. 

 32Jesus answered them, "I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?" 

 33The Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God."

Transition:  What do we know so far from Jesus’ prayer?  

· God does not respond to history.  He makes it.  God is in control of all events and they occur exactly when He wants them to. 

· The Father glorified the Son at the resurrection so that the Son might give Him even more glory. 

· The Father has granted all authority and rule to the Son. 

· The Father gives men to the Son and the Son in turns gives eternal life to them. 

“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you the only true God and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent”  [17:3]

Jesus defines eternal life for us in this passage.  It is an intimate knowledge of God the Father and His only Son Jesus Christ.  Those who claim to know the Father but not the Son do not possess eternal life. 

John 5

22Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. 

 It is relational and not head knowledge.  In fact, it cannot be known through human intellect as we saw last week when Peter was only able to confess Jesus as the Christ through the work of the Father in his life. 

I Cor. 2

14But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

Eternal life then comes to men when God reveals Himself to them. Even Jesus Himself did it this way.    Our witnessing and evangelism must be done with this firmly in mind.  We are the means to this grand purpose of God.  We alone cannot persuade but we can certainly proclaim.  God has determined that Jesus be the revealer and the Life-giver.  This was determined from eternity past and is seen even at the creation account.  

Take your Bible and turn to Genesis 1:1.

Genesis 1

 1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

 2The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. 

John 1

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

 2He was in the beginning with God. 

 3All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 

 4In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 

It is vitally important that we affirm Jesus as the Creator God. The denial of this truth lies at the heart of every heresy and cult.  Now this is not to say that if a person does not know this truth he is a heretic or worse.  It is one thing, not to know or to understand this truth and quite another to deny it. Let’s go back for a minute and look at a couple of the passages we have already considered this morning. 

Philippians 2

 5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
 6Who, being in very nature God, 
      did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
 7but made himself nothing, 
      taking the very nature of a servant, 
      being made in human likeness. 

 8And being found in appearance as a man, 
      he humbled himself 
      and became obedient to death— 
         even death on a cross! 



Paul taught that Jesus possessed the very nature of God.  In other words, “He was God.”  Because of His humility He did not consider His position  [NOT HIS NATURE] something to be held onto at any cost.  He was willing to take the nature of a man for your sake and mine. This humility extended to becoming the sin-bearer in a most despicable and humiliating way. The sinless creator, dying like a murderer, for my sin. Oh the thought of it!

John 10 

27"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 

 28and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 

 29"My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 

 30"I and the Father are one." 

 31The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. 

 32Jesus answered them, "I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?" 

 33The Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God."

When the Jews heard Jesus tell how He was the life-giver and how the Father had given the sheep to Him they were furious because they understood that He was claiming to be the eternal God.   “I and the Father are one”    speaks of nothing less than a unity of being.  Jesus and the Father are one thing!   

Transition:  Jesus prays so that we might eavesdrop on His personal and intimate conversation with His own Father. In His prayer He reveals the following truth:

· It is all coming to pass according to a plan

· God will restore the Glory of Christ and Christ will in return glorify the Father even more. 

· Jesus has the authority not just the power to grant eternal life.

· The Father is the one who gives men to the Son.  This proves that they were already His to give.  In fact, Jesus said exactly that in 17:6.  

· This precious eternal life is the result of God revealing Himself to men so that they may know Him.  When a man knows God he has eternal life. 

· God sent the Son to reveal Himself to men.  [Matthew 11:27]

Conclusion: 

"I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.   "Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.  [17:4,5]

With these closing words Jesus concludes His prayer for Himself and reveals two crucial truths. 

· We glorify God when we carry out the work He gives us to do.  

And

· Jesus was about to return to His previously glorious state which He possessed before He condescended to men. 

Let’s look at these last two points in conclusion:

We glorify God when we carry out the work He gives us to do.  Please do not let your mind imagine that there is some hidden work for you to do that you have not discovered and until you do you can never bring glory to God.  This is a dead end path and should never ever be pursued.  

Peter said, “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.” [I Pet. 2:20]  Although Peter was talking about unjust suffering at the hands of unbelievers we know from this passage and others that Jesus’ life was intended as an example.  He lived as a man who is fully obedient to God.  From this and Jesus’ statement in the next verse [17:6] we can see what it is that God wants us to do to bring Him glory.  We are to obey Him and reveal Him.  We do this by hearing, learning and obeying His Word and we reveal Him by telling others that it is the Lord Jesus we are following.  I know this is well within the grasp of every true follower of Christ because we have the Holy Spirit in us and He is daily carrying on the work of revealing Christ to the world.  We are to allow God to pour out His Word and Life into our waiting cups. 

Not only are we enabled by God the Spirit to reveal Christ we are also filled with the anticipation of worshiping Him as well.  That brings us to Jesus’ second concluding remark.

Jesus was about to return to His previously glorious state which He possessed before He condescended to men.  Who has not wished at one time or another that they could have been with Jesus while He was here on the earth? But we have noticed that even His very own did not fully understand or appreciate Him unless God intervened in their lives. Jesus took the taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. He did not cheat at being human by using His deity to sail through this life.  No, the Scripture tells us that He humbled Himself and went through life without His heavenly glory.  He did it in the power of the Holy Spirit.  The same power that He has made available for us today.  Now as He prays He anticipates a return to His glorious place next to the Father. Christ is worthy to be worshiped by us.  Mere acknowledgement of His existence is not sufficient.  He is to be loved and told so in prayer, testimony and song.  

The Christian life is this type of double-edged sword.  It is wielded in both a horizontal and vertical manner.  We reveal Christ to men but we worship the risen and glorified Christ. It is not an option for a follower of Christ to seize on one of the aspects and ignore the other.  The life of Jesus did both and He is our example.  

Paul taught his hearers to worship because He is worthy to receive it. 

Colossians 3

16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.

Ephesians 5

19Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 20always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 4

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 5Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. 

In the Scripture our Spirit enlightened minds have seen Him in His Glory.  Who would not worship the one John Spoke of in Revelation 19?

Revelation 19

11I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

Closing Song: Father I Adore You

Romans 16

25Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him— 27to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.
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