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John 16

 1"All this I have told you so that you will not go astray. 2They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God. 3They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. 4I have told you this; so that when the time comes you will remember that I warned you. I did not tell you this at first because I was with you. 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 

 5"Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' 6Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. 7But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

 12"I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 15All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.

When Jesus called His disciples He revealed to them some very basic information that they needed to know at that time. As we will see today, we do not need to know a great deal to follow Christ. This is what Jesus said to His disciples.  

Mark 1

16As He was going along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon, casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen. 

 17And Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men." 

 18Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 

On this basis they followed.  They ultimately followed Him for 3½ years as He went about the countryside of Israel and revealed Himself to men.  Little by little He taught them that they were not going to become the “charter princes” of a new earthly kingdom but that in fact, they were going to actually be rejected by men, as Jesus Himself would be.   This information came in measured doses because, according to Jesus, they would have not been able to receive it and would have actually fallen away because of it.  [John 16:1]

Now we have had these Scriptures for nearly 2000 years now and still Christ’s followers have not seemed to take hold of what Jesus said here.  We are still puzzled by the fact that Christians are not well liked.  We, after all are a great group of people.  We like each other.  We are surprised by hostility and often found and build churches as if we did not believe these things at all.  Better buildings, better music, better programs, better communications will certainly cause the world to see that Christ is the answer to their problems.  

Now I believe that Christians should always do their best.  It is the Lord God we are serving after all.  We should have the best music and the best communications that we are personally able to have, but Jesus gave some specific teachings here to point our hearts away from ourselves and what we are doing and get them tuned into God and what He is accomplishing in the world.  

The text before us this morning is the culmination of Jesus’ teaching on this issue.  He has hinted at the fact that He is going to die and leave them, but they have not been getting it.  In fact, Peter even took Jesus aside and rebuked Him for saying it.  

Take your Bible and turn over to Matthew 16.  In this passage Peter demonstrates both sides of this issue perfectly.  If we understand what went on with Peter here we will more fully grasp what Jesus is teaching in John 16.  Now notice this text: 

Matthew 16

13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?" 

 14They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 

 15"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 

 16Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

 17Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 20Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ. 

Jesus Predicts His Death 

 21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

 22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!" 

 23Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men." 

We observe the following seven truths in this passage: 

· Men were not able to accurately guess who Christ really is. [13-14]

· Even the disciples did not seem to know.

· Peter alone among them blurts out the correct answer. Bravo! Peter, but wait…. [16]

· Even Peter did not figure it out.  God revealed it to Him. [17]

· Jesus seized on this moment to begin to teach them how things were actually going to go. [21]

· Peter actually takes Him aside to rebuke Him. [22]

· Not so good Peter!  But now Satan was doing his work and Peter was focused on the things of men and not the things of God. [23]

So what are we to make of all this?  Simply stated: Christ and His intentions for the world cannot be known through natural means.  Even when Jesus was standing right in the midst of these men they needed supernatural help to perceive Him for who He was and to understand His “entirely clear” teaching.  How much more do men need God’s help today?  We do error when we imagine that men do not come to Christ because they are just perverse.  Yes, men are perverse, but all men are perverse and deceived. We come, we see, we worship, because God reveals Christ to us.  

Now lets look at our main text for this morning:  John 16:1-14

John 16

 1"These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. 

 2"They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. 

 3"These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. 

 4"But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them These things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you. 

The reason for the instruction: Jesus is certain that without knowledge of the true nature of events, we will be shocked.  Perhaps you can still remember being surprised that everyone you knew did not want to believe in Christ and was actually offended by the fact that you had become a Christian.  Jesus used the word “skandalizo,” from which we get the word “scandalized” to describe the state of mind of a Christian when he discovers that people actually don’t like Christ. 

John 16
5"But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, 'Where are You going?' 

 6"But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 

The inability of men to understand what God is doing: Jesus was telling them plainly that He was going away and they were sinking into a depression over it.  Men need help to understand even the simple things God is doing.  With Jesus right there, they did not understand.  Now think, how much harder is it for us today to understand what God is doing?  We are 2 millenniums removed.  Christ is not here to comfort us or answer our questions. What are we supposed to do in the 21st Century?

John 16
7"But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.

Jesus reveals a solution to our human dilemma:  Jesus asserts here that we are actually going to be better off with the Holy Spirit.  It was God’s plan to replace Jesus with the Holy Spirit in the world.  Jesus taught that this would be advantageous to the Church.  In John 14: 15 Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as “another comforter.”  The clear conclusion here is that Jesus is the first comforter and the Holy Spirit continues His comforting activities.  The actual word used in both cases is a word that means to call to ones side.  This is a primary attribute of a loved one.  We do not love from long distance.  When we do not see a person for a long time we do not think of them as often.  We wonder if they are thinking of us.  By all means learn to stay close to the brothers and sisters.  It is emblematic of how God treats us as His children.  

Now we rightly ask, “how is it better for us to have the Holy Spirit than for Jesus Himself to have stayed on the earth?”  Simply this, God intended to spread the glory of His Son across the face of the whole earth and the Holy Spirit is the person of the trinity most suited to this task.  Jesus took the nature of a man and the body of a man in order to redeem men.   The Holy Spirit could have never been the sin bearer, but He certainly transcends all languages and cultures to make Christ known to men. 

Isaiah 49

6 He [God] says: 
       "It is too small a thing for You [Christ] to be My servant 
       to restore the tribes of Jacob [Israel]
       and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 
       I will also make You a light for the Gentiles, 
       that You may bring My salvation to the ends of the earth."

How exactly will the Holy Spirit act when He comes?  In verses 8-11 Jesus gives three specific things that the Spirit will do after He sends Him.

First: 

John 16

8"And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; 

 9concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 

The word used for convict means to bring to light, or expose the truth.  This is exactly how a prosecutor gets a conviction in court.  He brings the evidence to bear before the court so that they can see that the defendant is guilty and thus “convicted.”  This is what the Holy Spirit does in the world.  

Now stop and think for a moment about the ramifications of this one thing.  Jesus is about to send His disciples out into the world to testify to Him.  This is how He commissioned us: 

Matt. 28

18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
Now, answer this simple question for me, “How much confidence do you personally have that men will believe anything at all that you believe or say about Christ?” 

Here Jesus tells us that the Holy Spirit will actually do this work for us.  This is why we can have boldness to witness for Christ.  Jesus makes exactly one command in this verse.  It is to make disciples.  It goes like this: “ as you go I command you to make disciples of all peoples.  Baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I command you is how you do that.”

What an awesome thought that the Holy Spirit was given to cause men to see the light.  To convict them of the sin of not believing in Jesus who alone can save them. 

Second: 

John 16

10in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer;

The men of Christ’s day had labeled Him a wicked man.  

Matt. 12

 24But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, "This man casts out demons only by Beelzebub the ruler of the demons." 

Matt. 11

"The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds."

Gal. 3

13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us--for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE"—

I Cor. 1:23

But we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness

Jesus was slandered in His day.  He is still spoken against today but with less vitriol perhaps than while He actually walked the earth.  The point here is simple everything they said about Him was a lie and the Holy Spirit will convince Christ’s “called ones” of that.  The resurrection is the key element in this second point.  

This is how Jesus’ enemies reasoned in His day:

The wages of sin is death.  That is why everyone dies.  Really wicked people are executed for their gross sin.  Jesus was a really wicked person as evidenced by the people He kept company with and the way He died.  

But God vindicated Christ by raising Him from the dead.  Notice what it says in Romans.

Romans 1

 1Paul, a bondservant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

 2which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 

 3concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, 

 4who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

When the Spirit convicts a man he will be convinced that he has sinned beyond all hope and that rejecting Christ, as Savior, is the ultimate sin that will seal his eternal destiny.  

He is convinced that Jesus was the righteous Son of God and that God declared Him to be so by raising Him from the dead.  All other lies regarding Christ will fall on the deaf ears of a man convinced by the Holy Spirit. 

Third:

John 16:11

…In regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.

Men who are acted upon by the Holy Spirit have no difficulty believing that Christ has destroyed the power of Satan at the cross.  Although we understand from Scripture that Satan’s ultimate destruction is still future, we know and believe that God has already defeated him and that Christ not Satan holds ultimate sway in our lives.  Satan is condemned and we may hope in Christ alone. 

Conclusion: 

John 16

12"I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 15All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.

We have seen the three things that the Spirit does in the lives of unbelievers. Now notice the three things that the Spirit does toward you:

· He guides you into the truth.  You are able to understand the truth of Christ because of the work of the Spirit in your life.

· He does not initiate.  He communicates truth from Christ. When the Spirit applies the Scripture to your heart it is the voice of Christ you hear. 

· He lifts up or glorifies Christ, not Himself and certainly not any man. When the Spirit is at work in your life you love Christ more.  You want to abide in His presence.  You feel drawn to praise Him.  All this is a work of the Spirit not men. 

The Holy Spirit will make it possible for us to carry out the commands of Jesus.  Someone might ask, “Then why not just let Him [The Spirit] do the entire job?”  Because God wants to use men.  It is really just that simple.  His own Son became a man to save men.  

God also knows that Satan will work tirelessly to keep men from knowing Christ so He sent the Spirit to assist us in the proclamation of the Gospel.  Paul understood this perfectly when he told the Corinthians: 

II Cor. 4

3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 

 4in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

 5For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bondservants for Jesus' sake. 

Paul knew that he was just preaching Christ.  You and I are to do the same today.  We do not need to agonize over our failures to convince men.  No men will ever be convinced by us.  We are but the means to proclaim Christ.  The Holy Spirit will convince. You should avoid being disappointed by supposed failures in witnessing and never get mad when people seem so stubborn.  We are heralds of Good News. Nothing more, nothing less. 

Now in closing notice how Peter illustrated everything Jesus taught on the day of Pentecost when he preached the first Christian Sermon. 

Acts 2

 1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

 14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 

 22"Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.  [They did not believe who He was]

24But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25David said about him: 
   " 'I saw the Lord always before me. 
      Because he is at my right hand, 
      I will not be shaken. 
 26Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
      my body also will live in hope, 
 27because you will not abandon me to the grave, 
      nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
 28You have made known to me the paths of life; 
      you will fill me with joy in your presence.' 

 29"Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. 32God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 33Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, 
   " 'The Lord said to my Lord: 
      "Sit at my right hand 
 35until I make your enemies 
      a footstool for your feet." ' 

[God Raised Him from the dead.  That means you were wrong about everything regarding Him and God Himself has Righteously Vindicated His own dear Son]

 36"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."  [He is now the Sovereign ruler not Satan]

 37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 
Dear brothers and sisters.  We should have confidence to live and witness for Jesus.  The Holy Spirit is in the world.  He was called to our side the day we came to Christ and He has a powerful ministry toward both the world and us.  He comforts and teaches us while at the same time convicting the world.  Have confidence, be bold, pray much!   We have every expectation that God will save the lost through our humble witness because it does not depend on us.  
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