Chapter Two
Introduction

The letters we are about to consider in this second chapter are more than an aside before the real meat and potatoes of the book begin.  In fact it is stated clearly that Jesus is revealing Himself in His glory in order to show “His servants” what must soon take place. [Rev. 1:1]  In order to unveil Himself to His servants He instructs John to write seven letters to seven real life churches that were known to John and to the Roman world in which he [John] lived. 

At first glance we might imagine that only the letters of these next two chapters are addressed to the churches but in fact the entire book is addressed to the churches because they are “His servants” referred to in Chapter 1 and verse 1.  In giving this information to the churches Jesus reveals how important they are to Him.  He calls them “His servants”.  We know that it is His church and that He is the Chief Shepherd. 

The phrase, “what must soon take place” in Revelation 1:1 is generally thought to refer to the Great Tribulation which is about to be revealed and described in John’s book.  If we consider the chronological order of things here, however we will realize that not only the “Day of His Wrath” or “Daniel’s 70th week are future but the entire church age in which we live is future to John at the time of Christ’s encounter with him on Patmos. 

Putting it another way, these next two chapters tell the church what will take place in the church as well as after the church is taken out of the world. 

Are these then real live churches that existed in Johns day? Yes!  

Are they symbolic of something else?  Not in the classic sense of a symbol.  They do not represent something else.  There is however, clearly more to these church letters than just the messages themselves.  The characteristics, admonitions and rebukes contained in these letters can be true of any believer or church from the time of Christ on.  As we see Christ’s depth of concern for these churches we will be smitten by our own inadequacy before the scrutinizing gaze of our Lord. 

Because it is stated that the book of revelation gives information about “what must soon take place” it would not be a difficult stretch to also see general characteristics of the church as its history unfolds throughout this present age. In other words, because we now live in the 21st century we can look back with perfect 20 /20 hindsight and see that Christ was also revealing the major conflicts, failures, and successes of His Church in the world.  Let me stress again that these are real churches and not mere symbols but we will see that we may not so easily dismiss their message as being “for another people, in another place at another time”.  Instead we will be numbered among the blessed if we will read the words of this prophecy, hear them and take them to heart.

· The Churches Themselves: 

All seven are in the Roman Province of Western Asia.  They are listed in the order they would be visited if a messenger were to leave Patmos, sail to Ephesus and the go by road to each of the other six cities. Sir William Ramsey said that the road in question was “the great circular road that bound together the most populous, wealthy and influential part of the Province, the west central region.”

As real as these churches are their letters are messages to the churches of all times and in all places.  Chapter two actually starts with the second letter to the Ephesian church in the New Testament. It goes on from Ephesus to allow us to read the mail to Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and finally Laodicea. Here is a crazy little saying to help you remember the churches if you are so inclined.  ESP TSP L

These churches had some things in common that deserve note.  All were under the Roman persecution of Domitian. [81-96 AD]  This was actually a second and perhaps more severe wave that was originally started by Nero about 25 years earlier. As a “god,” Domitian was naturally interested in eliminating the competition.  That, of course, would be Jesus the Lord of all.

Five of the seven churches have serious error or downright sin.  It is sin that Jesus knows about and is preparing to reveal to them.  Not only will He point it out, but intends to give specific instructions regarding its gravity and His remedy for it.  On top of this Jesus will reveal His intention to call them to account for their error and sin.  Only two churches escape His rebuke but they did certainly not escape His scrutiny. 

We have already noted that each of these letters contain a message to us in the 21st century as certainly as it did to those of the 1st.  It is to be further noted that each exhortation, rebuke and warning is a call to every believers of every age and place. “He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”  Although Christ addresses the churches they are made up of believers.  Christ’s call to each who has an ear is a clear invitation for us to hear and respond the messages to the seven churches. 

It does not matter what the world thinks of the church.  It should be of only passing concern what the denomination thinks of our church …and dare I say it…it actually does not matter what the members think of their church.  In the end, it only matters what Christ thinks of His church.  We are about to find out what it is that vexes our Lord about our lives and churches.  We will also hear what it is that pleases Him. May God give us grace to please Him in ever increasing measure. 
Before we begin to read, hear and take to heart, what Jesus has to say lets consider why it should only matter if Jesus is pleased. 

· He has the right to tell the church what He desires for He alone is God.

· He founded His Church and builds it even today. [Matt. 16:18]

· He is its head [Eph. 1:22; 4:15]

· He knows the truth regardless of how we try to cover it up. [2:2,9,13,19]

· He patrols us, scrutinizes us and supervises us.  He is the chief shepherd. [I Pet. 5:4]

Let us then begin to hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  The world has much to say about us. We ourselves form a cacophony of opinion about the church.  May we have ears to hear and may we take the Words of our dear Savior to heart. 

The Letter to the Church at Ephesus  [Rev. 2:1-7]

John was the pastor at the church in Ephesus.  If one were to set sail in a northeasterly direction you would arrive at the mouth of the Cayster river and the ancient port of Ephesus.  It would be geographically the beginning of the journey to visit the seven churches.  

Besides the obvious reason stated above is the fact that Ephesus was considered the “metropolis of Asia”.  It was the de facto capital of the Roman Province [the Governor lived there] and the home of the great temple of Diana or Artemis.  Pergamum was the actual capitol. On top of all this splendor it was located on the main trade route from Rome to the East. 

It had a population of 250,000 to 500,000 and the theater into which Paul’s companions were  [Acts 19:29] held 25,000

Paul had spent two and a half years in this city after having been forbidden by the Spirit to preach there on his second journey.  He had caused no little stir in the city as seen in Luke’s account in Acts 19. 

Paul had placed Timothy in charge of the church  [I Tim. 1:3] and wrote a letter to them from his Roman prison.   He then wrote two more letters to Timothy while he pastured in Ephesus.  Tradition states that John became Pastor there toward the end of the 1st century. Christ Himself now sends this 4th letter to the Ephesians.  Ephesus was a central place in the plan of God for the evangelization of Asia.

Commendation:  Jesus says “He knows” [2:2] In so saying Jesus uses a word that is different from the ones we associate with our English word.  It means to know fully and even intimately.  There are no gaps in knowledge. He is not in the process of learning. Jesus knows what is going on in our church down to the very thoughts and motives of each of us. What is it then that Jesus says He knows?

· Their deeds: which include their “hard work and perseverance.”  Hard work speaks of giving the proverbial 110%.  It is labor to the point of exhaustion.  “Perseverance” describes courageous acceptance of hardship and a stubborn faithfulness to Christ.  

· Also included in their deeds would be the simple statement that they “do not tolerate evil men.”  This pleases the Lord but severely displeases the people of the world.  This church was still heeding Paul’s warning in [Eph. 4:27]

· They were also willing to put teachers to the test to see if they would stand the test of truth.  They had the personal courage to find many of them false. 

· Included in this “teacher testing” that they practiced was a hated for the practices of the Nicolaitans, which Jesus also hates.  Nicolas was one of the 7 deacons that were chosen in Acts 6:5.  This heresy was present also in Pergamum where it is identified with the teaching of Balaam.  Balaam used sexual temptations to lead God’s people into sin.  The teaching seems to be a sensual teaching based on a distortion of the doctrine of Christian Liberty. 

The Nicolaitans  “lived lives of unrestrained indulgence” Irenaeus

They “abandon themselves to pleasure like goats…leading to life of self-indulgence.” Clement of Alexandria

Criticism: Nevertheless there is something in their church fabric that displeases Christ. The fact that a church with such a heritage of righteousness and splendid history of great teachers and preachers should harbor such a definitive and disabling flaw should give each of us pause to reflect.  How can those who do so many things right not be fully praised by Christ?  Could our church ever be like this?  Could I ever be like this? These are the questions that require honest personal and corporate appraisal.  What then is the “Fatal Flaw in the Ephesian Facade?”

· “You have forsaken your first love.”  The Ephesians had come to believe that they could please God through righteous behavior alone.  This is the essence of “dead Orthodoxy”.  Going through the motions.  Doing and saying the right thing. Attending the right meetings and hating the right people.  All these can and did take the place of the deep and abiding love for Jesus Christ that this church once had.  

This is not an uncommon occurrence in the second generation of Christians. It is much easier to pass on the doctrines and practices than the intense love of Christ.  The church at Ephesus was a second-generation church at this point in time. 

How does a church arrive at such a state?  According to Jesus this happens through forgetting our past state and how Christ rescued us in our sins.  We have been saved for so long that we have forgotten what it was like to be saved. 

· Are there any churches like this today?  Are we like this?  How do you know for sure?  Have you ever experienced this type of congregation?  
· Could we as individuals possibly fall prey to this insidious error? Is it possible for those of us who have been redeemed, trained and taught to serve, to fall into this fatal abyss?   YES!  The Ephesian church had all those great privileges granted to it and yet it fell into this error. 
· How might a church or individual avoid such a fate?   Jesus counseled His church in Ephesus to “5Remember the height from which you have fallen” [2:5a] We seldom think of the rush of emotion, the indescribable joy of being sought out and loved by Jesus.  How long has it been since you have pondered your past sin and hopelessness.  Have you thought lately about what it cost Christ to rescue you?  Do you linger in passages like: 

Philippians 2

1If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
 6Who, being in very natureGod, 
       did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
    7but made himself nothing, 
       taking the very nature[2] of a servant, 
       being made in human likeness. 
    8And being found in appearance as a man, 
       he humbled himself 
       and became obedient to death-- 
          even death on a cross! 
    9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
 and gave him the name that is above every name, 
 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father.

Do you ever pray just to thank God for saving you?  Do you ever pray just to tell Christ you love Him and desire to see Him and be in His presence?

When he was converted, John Newton [slave trader] wrote a text in great letters and hung it above his mantelpiece: “Thou shalt remember that thou was a bondman in the land of Egypt, and the Lord thy God redeemed thee”.

The Puritan preacher, Thomas Goodwin wrote the following letter to his son: “When I was threatening to become cold in my ministry, and when I felt Sabbath morning coming, and my heart not filled with amazement at the grace of God, or when I was making ready to dispense the Lord’s supper, do you know what I used to do?  I used to take a turn up and down among the sins of my past life, and I always came down with a broken and contrite heart, ready to preach, as it was preached in the beginning, the forgiveness of sins”

Jesus also told us to “! Repent and do the things you did at first.” [2:5b] It is necessary for us as individuals to repent.  That is to “have a change of mind” about our personal intimacy with Christ.  Christianity is not about being right about doctrine and culture.  It is an intimate relationship with the living Christ. He alone is the one who saved us.  We have sound doctrine because we have submitted ourselves to Christ, the Living Word and what he commands we believe.  We will always have sound doctrine when we believe Christ.  

William Barclay said of this command: “The only thing that a man can do to demonstrate the reality of his repentance is to live in newness of life.  The sorrow of true repentance is not an emotion in which we luxuriate, but an antiseptic which cleanses our lives.”

Consequences: “If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.”  [2:5c] Jesus threatens only one consequence of a failure or refusal to renew our intimacy with Him.  He will remove our lampstand from its place. This is not the “second coming” of Christ but a local coming to a disobedient and cold church. They will no longer have a testimony of the true and living God.  They will become of no value in the world or to Christ.  What a tragedy that churches and individuals continue down this road even today. 

Matthew 5

Salt and Light 

13"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 
14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 


The judgment of Christ on the Ephesian church will be ineffectiveness.  If we apply the verses above from the Sermon on the Mount we could say that with all the orthodoxy, and good works they were destined to become worthless, “no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.” 

Conclusion: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” This exhortation appears at the end of each letter.  It is an appeal to individual Christians who have the ability to hear.  These letters are to be taken to our heart and not considered advise to first century believers only.  It is also a universal appeal to all churches of all times.  Each individual is to hear all that the Spirit has to say to all the churches. We are therefore bound to listen and apply all the messages that are about to be delivered to Christ’s Church. 

“To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.” [Rev. 2:7b]  

The tree is first seen in the Garden of Eden in Gen. 2:9 and appears again in Rev. 22:2.  It is that tree which gives eternal life and whose leaves are for the healing of the nations.  It will be given to all overcomers that they may eat of it. 

This is essentially a promise to all true believers.  John has previously stated that when he wrote his first epistle: 

1 John 5
4for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

All true believers will be with Christ in the paradise of God.

Luke 23
43Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."

Let us therefore hear what the Spirit says to us.  Christ is the central figure of our life.  He is the one who loved us with an incomprehensible love.  May we never grow cold toward Him.  If we have may we repent and remember how we once loved Him more than life itself.  We desire to apply Solomon’s counsel:

Proverbs 4
23 Above all else, guard your heart, 
for it is the wellspring of life.

How might we renew our love to Christ?  Pray for no reason accept to be in Christ’s presence.  Read the Gospel of John regularly.  Involve Him in the decision making in your life.  Be unwilling to have an opinion or take an action without knowing what The Bible says about it.  Be unashamed of Jesus. [you cannot be in love with some-one with whom you are ashamed to be seen] Speak of Him. Listen to Him.

The Letter to the Church at Smyrna.  [Rev. 2:8-11]

Smyrna was a beautiful city 35 miles to the north of Ephesus.  It too was a port city of considerable note.  The road leading to the interior made it an excellent place for trade.  

It is known that the Church Father Polycarp was the bishop at Smyrna. It is possible but not proven that he was the bishop at Smyrna when Jesus sent this letter. 

“Polycarp is a celebrated figure in the history of Christianity.  A direct pupil of the apostle John, Polycarp lived between 70 and 155 A.D., connecting him to both the biblical apostles and the age of the early church fathers.

Polycarp's greatest contribution to Christianity may be his martyred death. His martyrdom stands as one of the most well documented events of antiquity. The emperors of Rome had unleashed bitter attacks against the Christians during this period, and members of the early church recorded many of the persecutions and deaths. Polycarp was arrested on the charge of being a Christian -- a member of a politically dangerous cult whose rapid growth needed to be stopped. Amidst an angry mob, the Roman proconsul took pity on such a gentle old man and urged Polycarp to proclaim, "Caesar is Lord". If only Polycarp would make this declaration and offer a small pinch of incense to Caesar's statue he would escape torture and death. To this Polycarp responded, "Eighty-six years I have served Christ, and He never did me any wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?" Steadfast in his stand for Christ, Polycarp refused to compromise his beliefs, and thus, was burned alive at the stake.  Polycarp died on February 23, 156.  He was nearly a hundred years old and professed to have served Christ since 70 AD.”  

Such was the persecution of the Church in the city of Smyrna.  

Commendation:  

Jesus opens His letter to this church with the reminder that He has conquered death.  To a church that is in the throws of life threatening persecution His words seem calculated to instill courage in the face of death.  Jesus has always been alive and will always be.  He is their one and only savior and the one they love.  Jesus always cares for His sheep and looks to comfort and strengthen us with His Words.  

Like the Ephesian church Jesus knows fully what is going on with His church in Smyrna. What is going on here is a deep trial at the hands of unbelievers and religious opponents.  What follows is a list of the things that they faced in this city. 

Afflictions: As early as AD 25 many of the cities in this area were competing for the honor of building a temple to Tiberius.  In the end it was Smyrna that won this honor and thus became a center of Emperor worship in Asia.  It is a fact of history that followers of Christ would not burn incense to Lord Caesar when they had claimed Jesus alone as Lord.  It is a fine irony today that there is much opposition in the Evangelical church today to those who assert that Jesus is Lord.  The Lordship of Christ has always been a lightening rod in the history of man because it asserts that Jesus is God and Sovereign over all creation. 

Poverty: This was probably on account of the spoiling of their personal goods.  It has always been common to steal the property of those being persecuted. In spite of this tragic human condition Jesus pronounces them rich.  This in stark contrast to Jesus’ words to the church at Laodicea: 

“You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.”  Rev. 3:17

Jesus pronounces this poor church rich.  They are rich in the currency that God esteems. It is by faith that we apprehend our true wealth. 

Romans 8
32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 

2 Corinthians 8
9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

Believers are to consider the opinion of Christ to be of greater weight than that of the world.  Jesus pronounces us rich in grace and blessings bestowed upon us by Him. Those who consider themselves rich and despise those who are not will be numbered in the last of the seven churches, Laodicea.

Slander: The Jews of the Roman Empire were exempt from the worship of Caesar. It is easy to imagine how they might have used this position to call attention to the fact that the Christians did not burn incense to Caesar.  They were a Synagogue of Satan.  Satan meaning accuser.  They were liars like their leader The Devil.  Jesus Himself pointed this out to them in: 

John 8
44You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

1 Peter 2
19For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. 20But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 
    22"He committed no sin, 
 and no deceit was found in his mouth."[1] 23When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Fear:  When the world and Satan rage it is intended to cause us fear.  Only those who look to Christ will not fear under such circumstances.  This is why we like those of Smyrna must hear the words of Jesus.  “Do not fear”

1 Peter 3
14But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." 

1 John 4
18There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

Never decide to do or not to do anything on the basis of fear.  Fear is never from God.  We are to act in response to the Word of the Lord as He speaks words of comfort and assurance to us.  If Jesus is Lord then we will obey His Word and we will not fear. 

Prison: The presence of the Lord is not limited by a prison wall as seen in: 

Acts 16
25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose. 

The daughter of William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army wrote the following hymn from Neuchatel in Switzerland:



Best-beloved of my soul,




I am here alone with thee:



And my prison is a heaven




Since thou sharest it with me.

Death: But Christ has overcome death.  He is the beginning and the end.  He was dead but is alive again.  

Criticism: Jesus finds no cause to criticize His dear and faithful church.  He extends to her instead, the hand of comfort and spiritual strength that the world does not comprehend.

Consequences: Jesus said, “I will give you the crown of life” Here as in the letter to Philadelphia, we have a consequence of faithfulness.  Christ is eager to bless and confer His grace upon His faithful ones.  This gift is given to those who persevere in the face of trial. 

James 1
12Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.

Verse 10 is not saying that we must die to receive this great reward.  Christ is admonishing us to endure whatever our persecutors might offer even to the point of death.  Nothing can deter us in our love for Christ.  True believers persevere in their love of Christ.  Please do not let opposition to your faith cool your love.  May it only serve to intensify your determination to love Him more. 
Conclusion: Again Jesus concludes with the admonition to “hear what the Spirit says to the churches” Persecution follows those who truly love Christ.  To be loved by the world is to not be known by them. Lovers of Christ appear in public with Him. They speak of Him with devotion. They never defame Him or complain against Him. They act toward Him as Jesus acted toward God the Father: 

John 15
18"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.

Those who overcome [I John 5:4] will not be hurt by the second death. What is this second death? 

Revelation 20
14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

The church at Smyrna set the standard of love in the face of persecution.  Their example is one for Christians of all ages and churches of every nation.  Those who love Him will reveal Him to the world.  How the world reacts to a clear revelation of Christ should not surprise us at all as chapters 6-19 will soon show us. 

The Letter to the Church at Pergamum.  [Rev. 2:12-17]

Pergamum is another jewel in the crown of Roman Asia Minor.  It is situated 55 miles due north of Smyrna.  Unlike Ephesus and Smyrna it was about 15 miles from the coast and a couple of miles from the Caicus River.  It was in a fertile and well-watered valley.  It was the official capitol of the province. 

“The acropolis of Pergamum crowned a steep hill that rose 1,000 feet above the plain.  Near the summit stood an immense alter to Zeus, erected by Eumenes II to commemorate the victory won by his father over the Gauls; and at a short distance from this alter there was an elegant temple of Athena”


(Westminster Dictionary of the Bible)

Pergamum was also a center of spiritual healing.  According to the classical historian Tacitus, the worship of Asklepios had its headquarters in Pergamum. 

To understand the setting it is probably most important to know that there was a strongly developed “cult of Rome and Caesar” In 29 BC Pergamum had gained permission to erect a temple in honor of Augustus.  This was the first temple ever built in honor of a living Caesar. Later they build two more temples.  One to Trajan and the other to Septimus Severus.  It is said that “Emperor Worship” was more pervasive here than in any other city in Asia. It seems likely that Antipas [2:13] was put to death for refusing to participate in this emperor worship. 

Pergamum had the second largest library in the ancient world with 200,000 volumes.  It sought actively to surpass Alexandria’s library.  When the city tried to lure away the librarian of Alexandria [the story goes] the Egyptians found out and prohibited the export of Papyrus to Pergamum.  Pergamum developed parchment in order to continue the expansion of their library.  It is believed the word “parchment” may actually derive from a form of the word “Pergamum”  Modern Italian uses this word almost exactly to describe parchment. 
All of this is to say that Pergamum was a center of “human” and “humanistic” activity.  They were accomplished and proud.  They had intellectual prowess.  They excelled in architecture. They possessed medicine and every religion.  They were a cosmopolitan city of their day.  We could describe them as “worldly” by almost any definition of the word. 

Commendation:

Jesus begins His remarks to this church by calling us to remember that He alone speaks for God.  He has the “sharp, double edged sword”. 

Revelation 1
16In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

Even the Old Testament prepares us to think of the sword as the Word of God. Isaiah knew the effects of speaking the Word of God. 

Isaiah 49
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, 
in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me into a polished arrow 
and concealed me in his quiver.

Jesus not only speaks the Word of God but actually is the Word of God as well.

Revelation 19
13He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:  KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

Pergamum is a cacophony of competing voices.  Every imaginable “god” is there.  Their priests and their adherents all have a message.  Like 21st century America one could find anything under the sun to worship. 

This appears to be an age-old tactic of Satan.  By multiplying the voices competing for the ears of men the true voice becomes but a whisper at a rock concert.  By contrast when John turns to see the voice which spoke to him in chapter one, he reported that, “his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.”  That is to say that when Christ chooses to be heard, all other sounds will be drowned out by the intensity of His voice. That is clearly not His choice at this time and in this place.  God speaks to those who listen and does not shout above the crowd.  This is why we preach [foolishly] the Word of God.  When He returns in His glory, all other voices will finally be stilled but for now we must hear Him as He chooses to speak today. Throughout the ages God rarely “thunders” from the mountains.  Instead He like He did to Elijah in: 

1 Kings 19
9 And the word of the LORD came to him: "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 
10 He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too." 
11 The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by." 
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.

In spite of the many voices and Satanic influences of Pergamum, Christ’s church there remained “true” to His name.  This church was not ashamed to be identified with Christ.  They were willing to be seen with Him in public and to speak a word for and about Him at all times. 

Furthermore, when pressured to worship other gods by renouncing Christ they held steadfastly to their faith in Jesus Christ. For all of these things Jesus commends His church in Pergamum. 

Criticism:

Meldenius of the 17th century said that, “the church must preserve unity in essentials, liberty in non-essentials, and charity in all things”  

The problem arises when believers begin to define for themselves, which issues are “essential” and which are not.  The solution of course is to allow Christ to define the essentials.  If all churches were to submit fully to Scripture few problems would remain.  By the same token it is very important that we do not fancy ourselves as the church that has no need of introspection. There are three ways to look at our selves and our church: 

· We really don’t see any of these big issues going on in our church.  The admonitions of Christ here are for other churches in other places. 

· We cannot support even the good and righteous in our church because we see some of the areas of failure that Christ refers to in His church letters. 

· We acknowledge that Christ gets to commend and criticize us as He sees fit and we should pray like David: 

Psalm 139

1 O LORD, you have searched me 
and you know me. 
2 You know when I sit and when I rise; 
you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; 
you are familiar with all my ways. 
4 Before a word is on my tongue 
you know it completely, O LORD. 

17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! 
How vast is the sum of them! 
18 Were I to count them, 
they would outnumber the grains of sand. 
When I awake, 
I am still with you. 

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
24 See if there is any offensive way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting.

I have often heard someone say, “That church certainly does many things that are wrong but I went there and heard a really good message from the Word.  Besides I know several of their members and they all love the Lord” This type of comment is most often made in defense of a given church.  It is always good to recognize and comment on the correct things that are being done in Christ’s Body, but good or pleasing things do not cancel out or render unimportant those things, which are displeasing to God.  We should understand that Christ is not looking for half-hearted obedience.  He desires a church fully turned to His service. The main criticism that Jesus has of the church at Pergamum is that they are TOLERANT.  To be intolerant in today’s world is intolerable.  Someone once told me that they were leaving the church where I was because it was intolerant of people who commit adultery and those living together without marriage.  They were saying, “that the one thing I cannot tolerate is intolerance?”

Pergamum incurred the Criticism of Christ because she was tolerant of two perverse doctrines.  One associated with an Old Testament figure and the other with a New Testament one already mentioned in the church of Ephesus. 

· The Teaching of Balaam:

Balaam was a false prophet hired by Balak King of Moab to curse Israel.  The story occurs in Numbers 22-25.  Each time that Balaam tried to fulfill his mission so that he could receive his pay, a blessing came out of his mouth instead of the intended curse.  In desperation, Balaam came up with the plan that bears his mark today.  Simply put conspired with Balak to use the Moabite women to entice the men of Israel to immorality and the idolatry that was part and parcel of Moabite life. 

Numbers 25
1 While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite women, 2 who invited them to the sacrifices to their gods. The people ate and bowed down before these gods. 3 So Israel joined in worshiping the Baal of Peor. And the Lord’s anger burned against them.

Jude pointed out that people like this do what comes naturally to them.  They do not make the effort to restrain their own nature and fleshly desires. 

Jude 1
10Yet these men speak abusively against whatever they do not understand; and what things they do understand by instinct, like unreasoning animals--these are the very things that destroy them
11Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam's error; they have been destroyed in Korah's rebellion.

Peter described them as well in much the same way. 

2 Peter 2
12But these men blaspheme in matters they do not understand. They are like brute beasts, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like beasts they too will perish. 
13They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with you. 14With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in greed--an accursed brood! 15They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who loved the wages of wickedness. 16But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey--a beast without speech--who spoke with a man's voice and restrained the prophet's madness.
Many today believe that it is a sign of love to tolerate wickedness in the Church.  Those who do not incur the wrath of the rest.  The Tolerant cannot tolerate the Intolerant.  But we are concerned with the opinion of Jesus.  It is, after all the only voice that matters at the end of the day.  It matters little if it is the church or our personal life. Christ asks that we turn away from pagan wickedness and immorality. 

· The Teaching of The Nicolatians

This group taught in the New Testament times the same fundamental heresy that Balaam propagated during the days of Israel.  That Peter and Jude were both referring to these people seems likely when we consider that Clement of Alexandria said of them that they “abandon themselves to pleasure like goats…leading a life of self-indulgence.” Clearly, those who teach that Christian liberty allows us to live in moderate debauchery and pagan unrestraint fall into the category of the Nicolatians. 

2 Corinthians 6

14Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people."[2] 
    

17"Therefore come out from them 
 and be separate, says the Lord. 
   Touch no unclean thing, 
 and I will receive you."
Consequence:

If the church is unwilling to repent, “change her mind” she will have Christ Himself as an enemy.  But you say, “Do you mean to tell me that the whole church will face the anger of God because of the sins of a few?”  It is not because of the sins of a few that the entire church will face the anger of God but because it tolerates the sins of a few.  

John MacArthur says, 

“The change in pronouns from you to them reflects an underlying Hebrew idiom commonly found in the Septuagint: both pronouns refer to the entire church”

Richard Trench states,

“it might seem at first sight as if there was only a threat for these ungodly workers; and not for the Angel who had been faithful in the main, nor for the better portion of the Church. But it is not so.  When God has a controversy with a church or with a people, tribulation reaches all, however the judgment may be only for His foes. The gold and the dross are cast alike into the furnace, the dross to be consumed in it, the gold to come out from it purer than before.  There may be, there assuredly will be, on the part of the faithful, a separation from the sin but there is seldom a separation from the suffering of such a time.  This suffering searches out all.  It is well that it should be so; that there should be nothing in the usual course of God’s judgments to flatter in any the selfish hope of avoiding a share in the woe.”

Consider this New Testament admonition to a church that tolerated incest:

1 Corinthians 5

6Your boasting is not good. Don't you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? 7Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast--as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 

Church leaders fear confrontation on several levels:

· Our own lives are not perfect

· We will loose a member

· We will be accused of being unloving and intolerant

· Other members will “take up an offense” and leave also.

· We will loose income to help us with our bills
· We might even loose our jobs [full time leaders only]
The final word on this issue in our minds however must be Words from the “Lord of the Churches” 

Revelation 2
17He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
Conclusion: Like the other letters Jesus stresses the need for us to pay attention to His words.  They are not idle.  They are not, as we have noted for another people, at another time and in another place.  

Also, like the other letters Jesus refers to His true believers as “overcomers” a term used by John in his epistles to refer to Christians who rely on faith alone as the means of their salvation.

1 John 5
4for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

Jesus promises two specific gifts to His true believers:

To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it.

Hidden Manna:  Most of us are well aware of the manna that God gave to the Israelites in the wilderness.  It was food for them when there was nothing to eat.  It was so sufficient that they had no need of anything else for nourishment. 

Exodus 16
13 That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. 
Moses said to them, "It is the bread the LORD has given you to eat. 16 This is what the LORD has commanded: 'Each one is to gather as much as he needs. Take an omer [1] for each person you have in your tent.' " 
17 The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered much, some little. 18 And when they measured it by the omer, he who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little.

Jesus Himself is our manna.  He alone will satisfy the sin sick soul.  The redeemed should never forget that the same Lord who alone is sufficient to save us is sufficient for all other things. Jesus is the “Bread of Life”

John 6
48I am the bread of life. 49Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. 50But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world."

. 

A White Stone: There are several possibilities that have been suggested for this.  

· The stone refers to the Urim and the Thummim on the breastplate of the High Priest. 

· It refers a small stone that a juror would toss into an acquittal box at a trial, thus finding the defendant “not guilty”. 

Given the context of “overcomers” or winners if you prefer as well as the indisputable idea of Christ as the sole provision for the needs of men, [bread of life], I am inclined toward a third possibility for the meaning of the stone. 

The victors at athletic competitions were given a white stone on which was inscribed the winner’s name.  It served as a kind of ticket and was called a “tessera” by the Romans.  To this day the Italian word for “pass” is “tessera”.  It allows the holder, entrance without payment, the price having already been paid.  I don’t know if you have ever had anything like this but they are really fun and you feel very special and empowered.  They are like season tickets to your favorite sport and more importantly, they were a gift. 

This stone however, has a slight twist.  Instead of your name, it has “a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it.”  When Christ presents to you, this pass into the splendors of heaven and all that it holds, it will have a new and different name on it.  The Greek word means “qualitatively new or different”. It will not be a name like Paul or Fred or Mary.  Names that lots of people have.  It will be a name that no one else will be able to know or even guess because there has never been a name like it before nor will their be a name like it in the future.  It is a name “known only to him who receives it.”

Yes, we are that unique to God.  We are that known to Him. 

John 10
The Shepherd and His Flock 
1"I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.

It is a most stunning thought, worthy of some pondering that God knows us like this and has a name chosen for us that only we will know.  Then “new name” is not making its first appearance here in Revelation.  God prepared His people for it many centuries before through Isaiah. 

Isaiah 62
2 The nations will see your righteousness, 
and all kings your glory; 
you will be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the LORD will bestow.

A similar promise is made to the church at Philadelphia. 

Revelation 3
12Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name. 

Eternity is all about “Newness”.  All that has been spoiled by sin and evil will be made new.  

Revelation 5
9And they sang a new song: 
   "You are worthy to take the scroll 
 and to open its seals, 
 because you were slain, 
 and with your blood you purchased men for God 
 from every tribe and language and people and nation.

Revelation 14
3And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth.

Revelation 21

The New Jerusalem 

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 


Revelation 21
2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 



The Letter to the Church at Thyatira.  [Rev. 2:18-29]

The city of Thyatira was the smallest of the seven cities in Christ’s letters.  It had little or no political importance but was instead an important trading city.

The city itself was built on flat ground and did not have natural fortifications like many of its neighbors. As a result it was not easily defended and was often conquered until the Romans took it in 190 BC.  From that time on they enjoyed the protection of Rome and the prosperity that went along with it. Thyatira was a colony of Philippi.  In Philippi Paul met Lydia a native of Thyatira.

Acts 16
 
11From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to Neapolis. 12From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 
13On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. 15When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us.

Apparently Lydia had come to live in Philippi but probably had family in Thyatira.  She may have had something to do with the founding of the church in Thyatira but the account of its birth are not given in Scripture. 

Like the other cities of its day Thyatira did have religious worship but more significantly she exerted a strong peer pressure to be join in the trade guilds of the day. These were like unions and membership was required to hold a job or have a business. Lydia, being a women who worshipped God might have chosen to live in Philippi rather than participate in these guilds.  Here is the problem believers faced.

Each guild had its own mascot deity.  They held regular feasts and worship of these “gods” which included sexual immorality and sacrifices.  It was classic pagan worship and was forbidden to worshippers of the true God.  Apparently, it is this cultural cesspool that was causing some in the church to justify immorality in the name of Christ. 

Jesus appears to them as the fearsome judge. His eyes shoot fire and His feet are like molten bronze.  These are both depictions of Christ’s judgment of sin and particularly in His Church. 

Revelation 19
12His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 

Daniel 10
6 His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude.

Further on in Revelation we see Christ using His feet to crush and destroy sin in this world.  It is a terrifying picture of Christ’s all knowing and seeing gaze and His intention to act in judgment rather than just condemn it verbally. 

Revelation 19
15Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter."  He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.

Commendation:

As with all the churches, Jesus knows both the good and the bad present in this congregation. They did have righteous “deeds”.   It should be noted that these are pleasing to Jesus but righteousness does not negate the evil.  Christ is interested in perfecting His church and to that end will rebuke and judge it for sin. The commendation is fourfold:

Love:  This is the first of the seven churches to be commended for having love.  Unlike Ephesus who had lost their first love Thyatira had a strong love for Christ and one another.  In our day we find many churches that are filled with deep affection for Christ and for one another.  This pleases God. 

Faith:  This is more like “faithfulness”.  The true believers there were people you could count on not to turn away from the faith or betray one another. 

Service: Caring for one another.  Doing for those in need but also just doing for one another.  The importance of this in pleasing Christ is not to be minimized. 
Matthew 20
28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

Perseverance: This is the quality of not turning back or bailing out as soon as you encounter a little turbulence in the Christian life.  True believers persevere. 

Luke 9
62Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in he kingdom of God." 


Criticism:

While Pergamum had people who were living ungodly lives and believed in license to sin, Thyatira actually had a women who was teaching immorality in the church body.  This woman is a self proclaimed “prophetess”.  Jesus refers to her symbolically as “Jezebel”.  Her teaching was responsible for sexual immorality and for pagan acts of worship.  Her presence within the church was allowed and tolerated by the church itself. 

Jezebel was the wife of one of the most wicked kings on the pages of the Old Testament. 

1 Kings 21
25 There was never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD, urged on by Jezebel his wife.

Jezebel was an extraordinarily corrupting influence in Israel. She was responsible for: 

· Introducing Baal worship to the throne: 

1 Kings 16
31 He not only considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but he also married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and worship him. 

· Killing the Lord’s true prophets: 

1 Kings 18
4 While Jezebel was killing off the LORD's prophets, Obadiah had taken a hundred prophets and hidden them in two caves, fifty in each, and had supplied them with food and water.) 

· Providing support to pagan priests so that they could do their ministry: 

1 Kings 18
19 Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table." 

· Conspiring to murder and steal: 

1 Kings 21

Naboth's Vineyard 

1 Some time later there was an incident involving a vineyard belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite. The vineyard was in Jezreel, close to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 2 Ahab said to Naboth "Let me have your vineyard to use for a vegetable garden, since it is close to my palace. In exchange I will give you a better vineyard or, if you prefer, I will pay you whatever it is worth." 
3 But Naboth replied, "The LORD forbid that I should give you the inheritance of my fathers." 
….7 Jezebel his wife said, "Is this how you act as king over Israel? Get up and eat! Cheer up. I'll get you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite." 
8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name, placed his seal on them, and sent them to the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth's city with him. 9 In those letters she wrote: 

"Proclaim a day of fasting and seat Naboth in a prominent place among the people. 10 But seat two scoundrels opposite him and have them testify that he has cursed both God and the king. Then take him out and stone him to death." 

11 So the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth's city did as Jezebel directed in the letters she had written to them. 12 They proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth in a prominent place among the people. 13 Then two scoundrels came and sat opposite him and brought charges against Naboth before the people, saying, "Naboth has cursed both God and the king." So they took him outside the city and stoned him to death. 14 Then they sent word to Jezebel: "Naboth has been stoned and is dead."

Whoever this woman was, she is accused in this passage of two particularly grievous sins by Jesus Christ Himself.   She uses deception to accomplish her goals.  She is not sincerely mistaken but insincerely deceptive. There are several very important points to be made from this simple statement: 

Revelation 2
 “20Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.”

· The Prophetess:  No one has the right to declare themselves a prophet.  Beware of people who do.  

Deuteronomy 13
2 and if the sign or wonder of which he has spoken takes place, and he says, "Let us follow other gods" (gods you have not known) "and let us worship them," 3 you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 It is the LORD your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him.

Deuteronomy 18
20 But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death."

1 Timothy 4
14Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 


· She Misleads [NIV]:  This phrase is translated “lead astray”[NASB] or “seduce” [KJV].  The main point is that she is not sincere.  She uses deception and cunning to cause believers to follow her. 

· My Servants:  This is the word that Paul uses when describing himself as a “bond servant” of Jesus Christ.  Jesus was making the point that this woman was stealing the hearts of “His Servants”.  Nothing will anger Christ more than tampering with “His Church”.  This is why any believer should think twice before they teach and admonish Christians in any way. 

The way in which she steals their hearts is a classic tactic of Satan.  He disguises himself as a minister of God and then deceives Christ’s church for the purpose of stealing their hearts from God. 

2 Corinthians 11
13For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.

· Sexual Immorality and Pagan worship.  These two always go together in some form or another.  Because we are espoused to Christ as a pure virgin it always serves Satan’s purposes to cause us to act immorally as a way of breaking and impugning the holiness of our relationship to God.  That relationship is singular.  It is exclusive in the same way as marriage is exclusive.  It is “Only Christ” “Only Faith” and  “Only the Bible” these evil women struck at the heart of all these things then and her spirit is alive in the church today.  Beware!

God’s anger was very great toward Jezebel. To be singled out and labeled in such a way by Christ Himself is a monumental display of wrath.  We should allow ourselves to ponder how intently Jesus opposes this type of teaching and character.  Furthermore, to find it within His church and with their consent is really repugnant.

Apparently the church at Thyatira, while abounding in love was unable to find the courage to oppose such wretched, pagan teaching and behavior.  There are many churches today that will not condemn any behavior in their midst for fear of being labeled “unloving”.  In our day there are few things hated more than “unloving” behavior.  There are few things as intolerable as the “intolerant”.  Armed with this type of bogus peer pressure Satan has made tremendous inroads into the Church that belongs to Jesus. Our enemy is sitting in the pew and occupying the pulpits of churches across our land and around the world. Sexual immorality is endemic in the Catholic Church and is tolerated well in many so-called Christian churches.  Participation in activities that are clearly un-Christian is common amongst Christian children and even adults, because the standards of Christ are seldom proclaimed with authority in the body. 

It is obvious from Christ’s words here that there can be no excuse for a church to allow such things to go on in its midst.  No appeal to love or toleration will assuage the anger of Christ over having His pure and chaste bride defiled by Satan and his pagan beliefs and practices.  Many today excuse sin because to tolerate it is to be considered “loving”.  Here is a small sampling of how the New Testament regards our purity as believers. 

2 Corinthians 11
2I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. 

Philippians 2
14Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 16as you hold out the word of life--in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing.

1 John 3
2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 


God allowed some time [we do not know how much] for this woman to repent and to turn to the truth but she was unwilling.  Many today subconsciously believe that God is either unaware of what goes on in the church or that He does not care.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  He allows some time for the church to do the correct thing and some time for the wicked to repent but at some point He will move against sin with omnipotent, omniscient, and righteous judgment. 

Consequence:

Christ states His intention to judge this women and those who participate with her in her pagan beliefs and practices.  Besides affliction there is promised physical death to those to whom she has given her so called spiritual life and vision.  [Cf. Acts 5] Her suffering and the death of her children are both designed to strike the fear of the Lord in the rest of the churches that see and here what Christ has to say to them.  [Rev. 2:22-23]  This church eventually disappeared after embracing the Montanist heresy that believed in ongoing prophecy and revelation. 

Conclusion:

Comfort: Jesus concludes His letter to Thyatira with words of comfort to those who have remained true to Him.  He describes them as not “having this doctrine” or “not holding to this teaching”.  Apparently, this teaching also led people into a deeper relationship with Satan.  The Gnostics believed that since the body was unimportant to the spirit they could participate in all manner of immorality and paganism with no damage to the spirit.  Those who have not sunk into the morass of pagan immorality are admonished to hold on to what they presently have.  

Galatians 6
9Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 

These faithful ones were characterized by being “overcomers” [I John 5:5] and by keeping the deeds of Christ.  That is to say they did the “good works” of Christ and not the evil ones of Jezebel. 

Consolation: Those who remain faithful to Christ will not only escape judgment but will also be given:

· Authority to rule with Christ. 

Revelation 20

4I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

Faithful believers are given authority from Christ Himself and we will assist Him in His righteous rule of the world. 

· The Morning Star

Revelation 22

 16"I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star."

2 Peter 1

19And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

Although we are the light of the world it seems more likely that this will be the fulfillment of our “Christlikeness”.  This is the goal of the Christian life and will ultimately come to fruition when we are in His presence. 

1 John 3

1How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.  

This letter like all the others concludes with the exhortation to hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  All of Christ’s churches should heed all of His words.  If we have not fallen into the error of Thyatira let us heed His warnings not to do so but with humility.  If anyone falls into the errors enumerated here or in other letters to churches let him repent.  Jesus’ message to this church reminds us that:

· Christ takes the doctrinal and practical purity of His church very seriously.

· Faithfulness to Christ and His Word are the marks of true believers everywhere. 

· Faithful believers do not escape Christ’s attention and He intends to comfort and reward them in His kingdom. 
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