Twenty-Two

The River of Life

Revelation 22:1-2  Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb,  2 in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
Until now he has been viewing the city from a high mountain.  It is spectacular to behold.  It is adorned as a bride.  It is emanating light right through its transparent golden streets.  John now gets an intimate guided tour.   

The River of the Water of Life: It seems likely that this is something more efficacious than mere water as we know it.  We already know that there is no sea in this “New Heaven and New Earth.”  Without a sea there would not be a water cycle as we know it and there would not be any place for this water to go.  
Revelation 21:1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.
This is the water of life.  It is synonymous with God Himself.  Like all things in Eternity, the source will be The Holy and Blessed God. 
Jeremiah 17:13  13 O LORD, the hope of Israel, All who forsake You will be put to shame. Those who turn away on earth will be written down, Because they have forsaken the fountain of living water, even the LORD.
 It has been spoken of by the prophets and by the Lord Jesus Himself.  It is like all things here, pure, clear and crystalline

Isaiah 12:1-6  Then you will say on that day, "I will give thanks to You, O LORD; For although You were angry with me, Your anger is turned away, And You comfort me.  2 "Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; For the LORD GOD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation."  3 Therefore you will joyously draw water From the springs of salvation.  4 And in that day you will say, "Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. Make known His deeds among the peoples; Make them remember that His name is exalted."  5 Praise the LORD in song, for He has done excellent things; Let this be known throughout the earth.  6 Cry aloud and shout for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, For great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.
John 4:13-14  13 Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again;  14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."

John 7:38-39  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"  39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

The Throne of God and of the Lamb: There are several places in Revelation that show that The Father and the Lamb are sharing this throne.  Here is just one. 

Revelation 7:10   10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."

Revelation 7:17  17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes."

The Tree of Life: This is the tree from which men have been barred since Eden.  It may be the same tree or another exactly the same.  I am inclined toward the latter.  This is the tree that provides sustenance in some way to those who never die.  Look at it first in Eden. 
Genesis 2:9   9 Out of the ground the LORD God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

After the fall, God carried out His promise that man would die and withheld access to this tree.  

Genesis 3:22-24  22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever "--  23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken.  24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.
This tree is united intimately with the idea of Eternal Life.  Exalt Christ and the Father as you think of it.  Even though you will be granted eternal life, it is still a gift from God and you will be fully dependant on Him for all Eternity.  This is a beautiful picture of how our restoration to the Image of God is still totally Christ centered and does not lift up man in any way. 

Twelve Kids of Fruit:  This again shows the provision of God for His children.  It changes every month so that we will have a variety of food.  It is watered by God and grows in the soil at the foot of His Throne.   These are not literal months.  There will be no calendar as we know it today.  This is a way to explain this blessing to us in terms we can understand. 
Leaves for the healing of the nations: This seems strange since there is no illness or death in the eternal state.  The word for healing does not really call forth the idea of sickness.  It is the word we get “Therapeutic” from.   Many translate this word here “life giving” or “health giving.”  Again, God sustains our eternal life with His.  We are given life and we are enabled to live by God Himself.   
Revelation 22:3-5  3 There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him;  4 they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.  5 And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.
No Curse:  This has been the bane of man’s existence on the planet.  It is a direct result of human rebellion in Adam and Eve.  As a result every thing that besets man and inflicts pain, grief, fear and eventually death can be laid at the feet of “The Curse.” 
Genesis 2:17  17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die."
Genesis 3:16-19  6 To the woman He said, "I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, In pain you will bring forth children; Yet your desire will be for your husband, And he will rule over you."  17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will eat of it All the days of your life.  18 "Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the field;  19 By the sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return."

The Throne of God and the Lamb:  This Throne is described in detail earlier in the book of Revelation. [chapters four and five]  When Christ reigns He will join the Father on the Throne.  
His name on their foreheads: This is the mark of ownership.  Men are inclined this way even now.  The team logo.  The name of their favorite brand of car or truck.  The jacket with Coca Cola written on it all attest to the propensity to identify ourselves with things we like and approve of.  It will be a great privilege to be marked for eternity in this way. 
Revelation 3:12  12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.

Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.

No Night:

God will illumine them: God is the source of light in Eternity.  Light is one of the properties of God.  He is light. 
1 John 1:5   5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.
They will reign forever:  This is the consummation of what has been promised.  The saints are fit for service because Christ Himself has redeemed, regenerated and sanctified us.  
Revelation 3:21   21 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

2 Timothy 2:11-13  11 It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him;  12 If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us;  13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.

Revelation 22:6-7  6 And he said to me, "These words are faithful and true"; and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bond-servants the things which must soon take place.  7 "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book."
This begins the epilog to the book of Revelation.  Everything promised by the prophets is now fulfilled.  Every sin is judged and all rebellion is put down.  The creation is redone to be like the original uncursed one and the curse itself has been lifted from the entire universe. 
God is now the center of the Universe and its undisputed life giver.  While it has always been true and is today that God is the sole giver of life, men have seldom believed that to be the case.  Men have imagined themselves independent of God.  What is described in the next seven verses is the summation of all that we have read in the book and the final instructions for the propagation of the prophecy. 

These words are faithful and true:  This is the angel speaking.  He testifies to the validity of all that has been revealed to John.
· Faithful:   Describes the faithful discharge of duties and the keeping of promises made. 
· True: pure and unadulterated.  It is used of  “that which has not only the name and semblance, but the real nature corresponding to the name ("particularly applied to express that which is all that it pretends to be, for instance, pure gold as opposed to adulterated metal"  Thayer
The Lord of the spirits of the prophets:  The same God that sent angels to reveal Christ in Revelation also revealed truth to the prophets.  This is how the angel can testify so confidently to the veracity of the Book of Revelation.  
This is a key issue in our understanding of Revelation and its literal nature.  A great deal of prophecy has already been fulfilled and IT WAS FULFILLED LITERALLY!!  There is no logical or Biblical warrant to believe that this final prophecy will not be fulfilled in the same way.  God has not trafficked in metaphor in the past!  Why should He do so now?  Here are some of the examples:
· The Messiah’s birth in Bethlehem: 

Micah 5:2  2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity.

· The Virgin Conception: 

Isaiah 7:14  14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.

· His Work on the Cross: 

Isaiah 53:4-5  4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.  5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.

There are too many to name in the Old Testament.  The point is simple:  Why would God suddenly switch over to symbolism and analogy for the final chapters of His prophecies to men?  There is no reason and the entire idea of it defies logic.  It betrays a predisposition on the part of mankind “not to believe” the Word of God.  The warning and the exhortation that follow are telling in this context. 
And behold, I am coming quickly:  This is now Christ speaking.  The following comments are sufficiently grave that Christ will speak them Himself.  
· I am coming: His first announcement is of His imminent return.  “ready to take place; especially : hanging threateningly over one's head” Webster
· Quickly:  speedily, unannounced, in a moment. 
Men have always diminished the person of Christ this way.  His first coming, although promised was opposed viciously, mocked as ridiculous or ignored completely. Men still have one of those two reaction today.  
2 Peter 3:3-4  3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,  4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation."

Christ is coming again just as surely as He came the first time and just as literally.  The prophecies of His first coming were literal and precise.  What we have just read and studied in Revelation announces how and why He will come again.  There will not be further indicators.  Those who look for signs in current events are missing the whole point.  His return is hanging over our head.  He is going to return and bring to pass the things He speaks of here.  
If the rapture is to take place at the end of the seven years then this entire epilog is meaningless.  Men can continue to ignore these words until they begin to unfold.  Then they can pay attention and escape the judgment that is imminent. 
Blessed is he who heeds: The time to heed is now.  Once the events begin to unfold it will be too late to escape the judgment that is coming upon the “inhabitants of the Earth.” Heed means to “to keep”  “to hold onto” and even “to guard.” It stresses the need to do this all the time.  It is continual action that Christ Himself calls for here.  It does not mean to read it through and put it down.  
Revelation was not written to tell us the future.  It was written to reveal Jesus Christ in His glory.  Is it any wonder then that it is either mocked, allegorized to death or ignored by men.  

It was written to provoke us to love Christ and His appearing.  Listen to how Peter spoke of Christ’s return. 

2 Peter 3:10-14  10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!  13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.  14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,
Revelation 22:8-9   8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things.  9 But he said to me, "Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God."

I, John:  John again identifies himself as the author.  

I fell down to worship:  I think it is clear to say that John knew better than to worship this angel.  He has already had a similar experience arise in 19:10.  The instruction of the angel the first time seems clear enough.   
Revelation 19:10  10 Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

Do not do that: The experience of John should reveal several important points to us:  
· Men are very inclined to forget what they have heard about spiritual things. [cf. 19:10]

· Awesome spiritual experiences can sometimes cloud the judgment. [John had heard and seen all the things of Revelation]

· Angels can appear very overwhelming to human. 
· We need to order our awe and our worship according to the Word of God and not how we feel 

· Unless we focus on Christ alone and His Word alone we can easily fall prey to the deceit of other angels who have a very wicked agenda. [Satan and his angels]
2 Corinthians 11:13-15  13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of Light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.

God alone is to be worshiped and even desired. 
Exodus 34:14  14 -- for you shall not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God—

Matthew 4:9-11  9 and he said to Him, "All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me."  10 Then Jesus said to him, "Go, Satan! For it is written, 'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.'"  11 Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.
I am a fellow servant:  Angels are servants of God…even more they are actually servants of men who are the image bearers of God. 
Hebrews 1:14  14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?
Those who heed the words of this book:  The main thing emphasized after all the incredible goings on and revelations that John has seen is that he “heed the book”   The objective written book of God is your anchor.  It is the truth.  Angels can awe you.  Fallen angels can and will deceive you with their splendor, but the Word of the Living God can be the reality by which all experiences are measured.  You can and must make this a priority in your life.  Satan has free reign to roam in the heart of those who do not anchor their hearts in the truth.  
John 17:17  17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.
Revelation 22:10 10 And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.
Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.  Daniel was told to “seal up” his vision.  There are so many ways in which it was the same message, but the time for its “uncovering” to men was not at hand then.  Daniel was to be fulfilled in Christ’s first and second coming.  Now the book is in the open.  

Daniel 12:4   4 "But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words and  seal up the book until the end of time; many will go back and forth, and knowledge will increase."

Revelation 22:11 11 "Let the one who does wrong, still do wrong; and the one who is filthy, still be filthy; and let the one who is righteous, still practice righteousness; and the one who is holy, still keep himself holy."

Men are called to hear and respond to Christ.  It is not religious creeds or ritual that men are called to heed.  It is the words of the book.  And what exactly is this book that has consumed John on the Island of Patmos?  This book that has alternately vexed and delighted the Church of Jesus for 2000 years?  Here is it own declaration. 
Revelation 1:1-3  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John,  2 who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.  3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.
Verse Eleven describes the responses that men can and will have to the unmasking of Jesus Christ in His Glory.  God will not always call sinners to repentance as we have seen in the book of Revelation.  The time for repentance is now.  The direction of repentance is not our sin, but our rejection of Christ Jesus.  Those who reject Christ will continue in their sin even though He is clearly visible to them.  Self Reform is futile.  It is the response to Christ that is the crucial factor.  It is possible in this life and certainly in the very last judgment for God to simply withdraw the opportunities to repent.  We should keep this in mind when we preach to men.  Christ is not to be toyed with.  Men may not put off their decisions to follow until it suits them.  God may withdraw the offer at any time.  He certainly does at the very end.  
Hosea 4:16-17  16 Since Israel is stubborn Like a stubborn heifer, Can the LORD now pasture them Like a lamb in a large field?  17 Ephraim is joined to idols; Let him alone.
Genesis 6:3  3 Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years."
2 Corinthians 6:2 For he says, "In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.
Revelation 22:12  12 "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.  
This is a repeat of verse seven.  “Quickly” means “without warning.”  Sufficient warning has been given in the word.  
Mark 13:33-37  33 "Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time will come.  34 "It is like a man away on a journey, who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, assigning to each one his task, also commanded the doorkeeper to stay on the alert.  35 "Therefore, be on the alert-- for you do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning--  36 in case he should come suddenly and find you asleep.  37 "What I say to you I say to all, 'Be on the alert!'"

Men want signs and current events to signal the return of Christ.  I suggest that Jesus is admonishing us not to do this.  Listen to what He said to the wicked generation of His day.     
Matthew 12:39-41  39 But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;  40 for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  41 "The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.

Signs are of no earthly value in bringing about repentance or belief.  Jesus Himself said as much right here.  The Word of God is sufficient to bring men to repentance.  In this way Satan is disarmed because he can counterfeit signs but not the Word of God, and God is glorified because nothing anyone does can bring a man to repentance.  
To render to every man according to what he has done.  
1 Corinthians 3:9-15  9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it.  11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,  13 each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.  14 If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.  15 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

2 Corinthians 2:9-10   9 For to this end also I wrote, so that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things.  10 But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ,  
The Splendor of the Glorified Christ
Revelation 22:13  13 "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end."  
Revelation 22:16   16 "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star."
The Alpha and the Omega:  Jesus Himself makes the final appeal of all Scripture.  God was the first to speak and the last to speak.  He was the first and the last to create.  He was the first and the last to give life.  He is the first and the last cause of all things that exist and all things that are hoped for.  In His being and from His Word all other things come.  He is also transcendent.  He is separate from His creation and is not made grander by it nor diminished by it’s wickedness.  He is exactly the same now as He was when He said, “Let there be light.”    
I am the root and the descendant of David:  Jesus claims to be both David’s ancestor and his descendent.  This is the summary statement on the nature of Christ.  He is fully God and fully man.  
· The Root…Mark 12:35-37   35 And Jesus began to say, as He taught in the temple, "How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David?  36 "David himself said in the Holy Spirit, 'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT YOUR ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR FEET."'  37 "David himself calls Him 'Lord'; so in what sense is He his son?" And the large crowd enjoyed listening to Him.

· The Descendant…Psalm 132:11-12   11 The LORD has sworn to David A truth from which He will not turn back: "Of the fruit of your body I will set upon your throne.  12 "If your sons will keep My covenant And My testimony which I will teach them, Their sons also shall sit upon your throne forever."
The bright morning star: The exalted one of Israel.  
· Numbers 24:17  17 "I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from Jacob, A scepter shall rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And tear down all the sons of Sheth.

· 2 Peter 1:19  19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.

· Revelation 2:26-28  26 'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;  27 AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father;  28 and I will give him the morning star.
The Splendor and Exclusivity of Heaven
Revelation 22:14  14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.  

This is the last Beatitude of Revelation.  
Wash their robes: Shows how our righteous is directly obtained at the cross. We are fit for heaven because of the work of Christ.  Other rewards are given for good deeds, but even those were only made possible by the work of cleansing at the Cross.  
Isaiah 64:6  6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

Psalm 51:7   7 Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Titus 3:4-6  4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  

Revelation 7:14  14 I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

The right to the tree of life:   This is eternal life.  God offers the tree that from which men have always been banned since the fall. 
Genesis 3:22-23  22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever "--  23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken.

It is the fulfillment of one of the promises of this book also.
Revelation 2:7  7 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.

Enter by the gates into the city:  These gates have been barred to fallen men.  Christ’s work on the Cross opened the life giving way into the presence of God once again.  

Revelation 22:15  15 Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.

Outside: As opposed to inside.  This does not mean that there are these types of people loitering just outside the gate of the city as the righteous come and go.  Chapter 20 has made it pretty clear that the wicked are now definitively confined to the Lake of Fire for all eternity. 

Revelation 20:14-15  14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Dogs:  Despised and unrepentant sinners.  First used in the Bible to describe male homosexual prostitutes.  
Deuteronomy 23:17-18  17 "None of the daughters of Israel shall be a cult prostitute, nor shall any of the sons of Israel be a cult prostitute.  18 "You shall not bring the hire of a harlot or the wages of a dog into the house of the LORD your God for any votive offering, for both of these are an abomination to the LORD your God.

Sorcerers: Those engaged in occult practices that employ drugs.  This is a dangerous and fatal practice and goes on commonly in our culture today.  
Galatians 5:19-20   19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,

Immoral persons: [fornicators]  Those engaged in illicit sexual activities. 
Murders:  Those who take the life of other image bearers.  An executioner is not a murderer.  He is appointed as a minister of God to carry out the death penalty upon those who murder.  
Genesis 9:5-6   5 "Surely I will require your lifeblood; from every beast I will require it. And from every man, from every man's brother I will require the life of man.  6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man.

Romans 13:3-4  3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same;  4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil.
Idolaters:  Those who worship other gods or who refuse to worship the One True God as He has desired…”In Spirit and in Truth.”
Liars:  Loving and practicing Lying.  This is their defining characteristic.  They cannot or will not live in or according to the truth.  
Anyone can have been guilty of any of these things and become a washed and bought child of God, but those who continue in these with no repentance and no regard for the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross will spend eternity in separation from God in the Lake of Fire. 
The Splendor of God’s Proffered Grace
Revelation 22:17  17 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.
Two powerful witnesses now call for the coming of Christ Jesus.  This call for the coming of Christ is best understood to be done in John’s presence after he had received and written down the words of the Prophecy.  It is an imperative.  Normally we would say it was a command but neither of these witnesses would be so bold as to command Christ to do anything.  Instead it is a strong plea for His return.  They both desire it deeply.  
The Spirit desires Christ because His return will ultimately fulfill the Holy Spirit’s purpose on earth during this age.  

John 16:13-16   13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.  16 "A little while, and you will no longer see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me."
The Bride longs for His return because she loves Him.  She is betrothed but has waited centuries for her wedding night.  The Church wants to be with her Savior. 
John 14:3   3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

1 Thessalonians 4:17   17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.

The one who hears this prophecy should also be calling for the soon return of Christ in His Glory.  

The one who is thirsty:  This is the final call to sinners to repent and come to Christ.  God is still calling sinners to repentance in the last five verses of the entire Bible.  If you can hear and comprehend the call that the Spirit and the Bride are making then you too should come to the waters and drink.  This is a clear call to partake of  this water of life.  It is synonymous with God Himself.  Like all things in Eternity, the source will be The Holy and Blessed God. 

Jeremiah 17:13  13 O LORD, the hope of Israel, All who forsake You will be put to shame. Those who turn away on earth will be written down, Because they have forsaken the fountain of living water, even the LORD.
It has been spoken of by the prophets and by the Lord Jesus Himself.  It is like all things here, pure, clear and crystalline

Isaiah 12:1-6  Then you will say on that day, "I will give thanks to You, O LORD; For although You were angry with me, Your anger is turned away, And You comfort me.  2 "Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; For the LORD GOD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation."  3 Therefore you will joyously draw water From the springs of salvation.  4 And in that day you will say, "Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. Make known His deeds among the peoples; Make them remember that His name is exalted."  5 Praise the LORD in song, for He has done excellent things; Let this be known throughout the earth.  6 Cry aloud and shout for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, For great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.
John 4:13-14  13 Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again;  14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."

John 7:38-39  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"  39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

The Splendor of God’s Matchless Word

Revelation 22:18-19  18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book;  19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.
Verse twenty makes it pretty clear that this is Jesus Himself speaking.  This is a warning with teeth.  It is not a suggestion, but an eternal principle that exalts the Word of God over all other books or writings.  Men dare not give any authoritative credence to other prophecy either written or spoken.  This is the final word on the subject.  
Everyone:  This includes us and it certainly includes the Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, The Seventh Day Adventists and the Roman Catholics.  Everyone of them has added to the prophecy of this book.   

They will argue that this is a warning only about the book of Revelation itself, but the Bible has other similar warnings in it: 
Deuteronomy 4:2   2 "You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.

Even if a prophet arises and does signs and tells prophecies that are true you are not to follow him. You are to follow the Word of the Lord.  
Deuteronomy 12:32 - 13:4   32 "Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not add to nor take away from it.  Deuteronomy 13:1 "If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder,  2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,'  3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.  4 "You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him.
· If this prophet is telling you what God has already told you then he is redundant and therefore unnecessary. We do not need someone to tell us again what God has said.

· If he considers himself necessary then he considers the Bible insufficient.  
· If he considers the Bible insufficient he has a serious doctrinal flaw in his understanding of God. 

Proverbs 30:5-6  5 Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him.  6 Do not add to His words Or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar.

The Plagues:  These are self explanatory.  The severity of such a threat should give modern day prophets pause to reflect. 
Takes Away:   Modern day critics have gutted the Bible.  The Jesus Seminar can only find 2 words in the Gospel of Mark that they believe Jesus actually said.  
Take away his part:  This is a sin of monumental proportions.  It seeks to either  “put words” in the mouth of God or to “gag” Him.  Either one are severely dealt with by God in the final judgment.  

And I would like to suggest that it is not just people who alter the text of the Scripture who teeter on this precipice.  
Men who preach but refuse to give the meaning of the text  are dangerously close to this type of sin.  They offer only their own opinions about what God mean when He speaks.  Difficult saying or demanding commands are either ignored altogether or passed over without comment. 
Those who see only allegory and metaphor in the Scripture also render God mute when He speaks.  The Word of God is to be unleashed upon men by Christ’s servants and not explained away by them.  God needs no modern apologists for His politically incorrect views.  
The Splendor of Christ’s Soon Return
Revelation 22:20-21  20 He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. 
He who Testifies:  Again this is the Lord Jesus.  His final Words to men are simple.  He is coming.  The very last thing that Jesus Christ our Savior chose to say to men was that He is coming.  This is either a neglected  or rejected truth in the 21st century church. 
It is neglected by those who are never thinking about Jesus Christ.  They do not long for His appearing.  They rather hope that it does not occur if they do believe it because it will certainly throw a wrench in their plans.  When men do not live for the Glory of Christ they will not desire His coming.  

It is rejected by those who say it will not happen at all.  These people are found outside and inside the church. 

2 Peter 3:3-4  3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,  4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation."  
This argument is essentially this:  “He has not come back yet so He is not coming at all.” 

Inside the “church” there is a growing belief that prophecy is not to be understood in its historical and grammatical context.  In other words, “the history is not really history” and “the grammar is not really the grammar.”  Nothing that the prophets or Jesus Himself did or said was intended to be taken seriously by men.  In this system, you may assign to God’s Word any meaning you wish and still call yourself a Christian. 
Jesus’ response to all this…”Yes, I am coming!”  Regardless of what you think or hope. “I am coming and it will be suddenly.”

Amen, come Lord Jesus:  John throws his hat into the ring with Christ’s.  What Jesus says, John also confesses. [Amen]  Not only that, but he calls for it with desire. He uses the imperative for the word “come.”  
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ:  Men are in a hopeless state without the Grace of Christ poured out at the Cross. Everything about this book has shown us the grace of God.  It is not about a Divine Temper Tantrum.  It is about a gracious God who is set on bringing about an end to rebellion and death in His creation.  As He works to take possession of what is rightfully His, He offers salvation to countless millions if they will repent and turn to Him.  They are all unworthy.  God’s salvation is always gracious and never merited.  John prays that God’s grace will continue to be poured out upon men and joyfully, it has been so even to this present day.  
Amen:  May it be so!  Let it be true!  We agree with you Lord!  Every Word is true!  Every expression of your Glory “A Revelation” of who you are! 
2 Timothy 4:8  There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Finished July 12, 2007
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