Chapter Twenty

The Imprisonment of Satan 

and 

The Thousand Year Kingdom 

Revelation 20:1-3 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.  2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;  3 and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.
If any King is going to have a peaceful and blessed rule his enemies need to be vanquished so that they will not constantly be fomenting rebellion against him.  The prophets foretold a Kingdom of peace, prosperity, joy and hope.  This cannot exist with the presence of evil. 

Isaiah 65:19-25   19 "I will also rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My people; And there will no longer be heard in her The voice of weeping and the sound of crying.  20 "No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, Or an old man who does not live out his days; For the youth will die at the age of one hundred And the one who does not reach the age of one hundred Will be thought accursed.  21 "They will build houses and inhabit them; They will also plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  22 "They will not build and another inhabit, They will not plant and another eat; For as the lifetime of a tree, so will be the days of My people, And My chosen ones will wear out the work of their hands.  23 "They will not labor in vain, Or bear children for calamity; For they are the offspring of those blessed by the LORD, And their descendants with them.  24 "It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear.  25 "The wolf and the lamb will graze together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox; and dust will be the serpent's food. They will do no evil or harm in all My holy mountain," says the LORD.
Satan has been vandalizing and destroying as much of creation as he can for all of history.  He has fought against this day tooth and nail because he knew that a human would reclaim the creation which he so desperately seeks for his own.  Here are just some of the ways  Satan has tried to stop this day from occurring.
· He incited Cain to slay able.  This was a “two for the price of one.”  He turned Cain into a murder and destroyed the only other human who honored God. 
· He worked to corrupt the entire human race until God destroyed all but 8 people.
· He then corrupted Noah and at least one of his sons.  

· He tried to produce counterfeit seed through Hagar
· He tried repeatedly to destroy David’s line

· He caused Herod to try to kill Jesus at His birth
· He tempted Jesus to sin in the wilderness

· He finally murdered Christ on the Cross

· He has just spent seven years fighting to maintain his global dominion. 

It is now time for Christ to ascend to the throne of David.  This will be Christ’s Kingdom and it will not be disturbed by Satan.  Accordingly the Devil is seized and bound with a great chain and thrown alive into the abyss. One of God’s holy angels accomplishes this task paving the way for the Kingdom that has been prophesied throughout the Scripture. 
Revelation 20:3   3 and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.
Are we to take these statements literally?  Is there going to be a real actual literal thousand year reign of Christ upon the earth or is this just an allegory for something else?  How we answer this question will depend on a couple of factors. 
Did the Church take the place of Israel in God’s prophetic plan?
Are the prophecies to be taken literally or figuratively?

Is there any sure way that we can understand the meaning of Scripture or will it always just say “whatever we want it to say?”
Do a discussion on Pre, Post and A Mill positions and literal 
verses allegorical interpretation.
The Enthroning of the Saints 
Revelation 20:4a  4 Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. 
Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them:  The best way to see who these people are is to see if God had already predicted who would reign with Him.  We have already made the observation that these last 4 chapters of Revelation are wrapping up once and for all the predictions of the prophets.  After these chapters there will be no more fulfillments.  
Daniel 7:25-27  25 'He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time.  26 'But the court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever.  27 'Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.'

When the Antichrist is deposed and judged then that dominion which Satan held will be given to the saints of the Highest One.  He will reign and the whole earth will serve and obey Him.  In the context of Daniel it would seem clearly to refer to believing OT saints. 
1 Corinthians 6:2-3  2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts?  3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more matters of this life?

2 Timothy 2:10-12  10 For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.  11 It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him;  12 If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us;

On the two separate occasions cited above The Bible tells the Church that she will reign with Christ.  In these contexts this is clearly the Body of Christ His church.  Two more times Jesus promises this in His letters to the churches in the opening chapters of Revelation. 
Revelation 2:26   26 'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;

Revelation 3:21-22  21 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  22 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'"

Finally this will be a reign upon the earth and not a spiritualized reign.  Notice Revelation Five. 

Revelation 5:9-10  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."

So we have OT Saints and we have NT saints.  There is one other group that is included in this great enthronement on the earth;  those who died during the Tribulation period.  

The Resurrections of the Dead

Revelation 20:4b  And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

They are mentioned separately here because the OT and the NT saints are already resurrected at this point but the Tribulation Saints are resurrected now in order to be seated with the rest of the company of Saints. This rounds out the list of those who are seated on the thrones.  
See “The Time and Order of the Resurrection in the Bible” Chart

Revelation 20:5   5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.

By the time we get to the end of Chapter Twenty all the dead will have been resurrected.  This includes the wicked.  A casual reading might indicate that there are only two resurrections.  The Scripture here calling the first one blessed and implying that the second one is also going to include something known as the “second death.”  We will look at the second death in detail when we get to 20:14.  
The pertinent point here is that the “First Resurrection” is blessed.  Anyone resurrected after that is in trouble. The “Second death” will have power over him and that is an eternal death.  
Revelation 20:6  6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

This is the fifth of the seven “beatitudes” in the book of Revelation:
· Revelation 1:3   3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.

· Revelation 14:13  ' Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them."

· Revelation 16:15  15 ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame.")

· Revelation 19:9   9 Then he said to me, "Write, ' Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."

· Revelation 20:6   6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.
· Revelation 22:7   7 "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book."

· Revelation 22:14  14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.

They will be priests of God and of Christ:  Believers are already priests according to the New Testament.  

1 Peter 2:5   5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 2:9   9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

In this present age we serve as men and women who worship God and stand in the gap between God and sinners.  We plead with men on behalf of God and we plead with God on behalf of men.  
“If we prevail with God for men then we shall prevail with men for God.”  Spurgeon

This will also be one of the ministries that will be given over to the saints in the millennium kingdom. The many millions who will be born will provide us with ample opportunity to declare the excellencies of Christ to those who need to hear and worship the Lamb.  
Reign with Him for a thousand years:  Again the literal number of years is given.  Scripture does not employ this kind of language when a mere symbolic event is in view.  The number “one thousand” is mentioned seven times in 7 verses.  One gets the idea that it is intended to be understood and not ignored. 
The Release of Satan and His Final Doom

Revelation 20:7-8  7 When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison,  8 and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.
Satan will be released from his prison: Satan will be released from his prison This is one of the truly puzzling events in Scripture.  It begs the question “why?”  Why would God now release Satan to spoil everything once again.  It seems an exercise in patience that we cannot fully grasp.  To understand this event we should look again at the conditions during the Millennium Kingdom.
The redeemed of Israel and the Nations [Gentiles] will go bodily, physically and humanly into the Kingdom.  Christ will rule with pure justice.  There will be no crime that is not seen and instantly dealt with.  Satan and the demons will not be allowed to deceive men in anyway or to tamper with the circumstances of their lives as with Job.  There will be no poverty, no death, no illness, no injustice, no fear, no corruption in the institutions of government.  Life will be circumstantially perfect. 
He will come out to deceive the nations: Men will proliferate because of these ideal conditions.  Millions of unregenerate men and women will be born into this perfect environment.  They in turn will have children and then grandchildren.  At the end of the “Thousand” years there will be many hundreds of millions of men upon the earth.  
Gog and Magog: This is probably a symbolic title.  It is like the battle that took place in Revelation 19.  The term Gog and Magog first appear in Ezekiel 39 
Ezekiel 39:1-2  "And you, son of man, prophesy against Gog and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I am against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal;  2 and I will turn you around, drive you on, take you up from the remotest parts of the north and bring you against the mountains of Israel.
Ezekiel 39:17-18  17 "As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Speak to every kind of bird and to every beast of the field, "Assemble and come, gather from every side to My sacrifice which I am going to sacrifice for you, as a great sacrifice on the mountains of Israel, that you may eat flesh and drink blood.  18 "You will eat the flesh of mighty men and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, as though they were rams, lambs, goats and bulls, all of them fatlings of Bashan.
This battle described in Ezekiel is more easily identified with the one in Revelation 19.  The one here in Revelation 20 is hardly a battle at all.  It is more like an execution.  And it is done with fire so as to purge the land of the corpses and pretty much just do away with the entire problem in a moment of time.  The “broad plain” mentioned in 20:9 probably takes into account the changed topography of the millennium.  The mountains fell and the city of Jerusalem itself is lifted up and apparently becomes the highest spot on earth. 
Revelation 16:19-20  19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.  20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.
Magog was Noah’s grandson [Gen. 10:2] and did settle near the Black Sea.   The identity of Gog is not clear.  Nevertheless the phrase taken together and compared with Ezekiel 39 should be understood symbolically to describe another attempt by Satan to destroy the City of God and the reigning God of Creation Jesus Christ.  It ends poorly for the attackers.  This is a replay with the same finish.  
To gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore:  I think we can now see the reason for this.  God will not be robbed of His Glory.  Men and even Christians do this on a regular basis by imagining that there is good in men.  That unaided men can love God.  God is about to give the lie to all the assertions of men and Satan throughout history.  See if any of these resonate with you: 
· Men do evil because of poverty.

· Men do evil because of injustice.

· Men do evil because of lack of opportunity.

· Men do evil because of hunger.

· Men do evil because of corruption.
· Men do evil because of false religion.

· Men do evil because of Satan and his demons.

· Men do evil because God has not revealed Himself to them

And the particularly Christian one…

· Men are able to choose God in their natural and unaided state.  

We have now come to a place where every possible excuse for the fallen nature and condition of man has been countered by God Himself.  

1 Corinthians 2:14  14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
Romans 3:10-12  10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;  11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD;  12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE."
John 6:44  44 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.
On this final day it will be proved before the universe that man cannot save Himself.  Jesus Christ is the ONE AND ONLY Solution to the sins of men.  Men cannot chose Him but He, in His great compassion, will choose His own possession.  

This should not surprise us.  God has already declared that He will ultimately receive the Glory due Him. 
Isaiah 48:11   11 "For My own sake, for My own sake, I will act; For how can My name be profaned? And My glory I will not give to another.
Isaiah 42:8  8 "I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another,

Now in this final hour, God acts to vindicate and glorify Himself.  He has always said that men are fully dependent upon Him for physical and spiritual life.  He alone is the life giver.  Now there is no argument or unbelieving tongue to dispute Him.  What Habakkuk prophesied will finally be a reality. 
Habakkuk 2:14  14 "For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea.
Revelation 20:9  9 And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them.
In an incredible display of audacity they return to the scene of mankind’s most humiliating defeat ever.  They encamp on that same plain and surround the city of Jerusalem where this time Jesus Christ sits on David’s throne as the righteous conquering Savior King.  No battle ensues here.  God merely destroys them once and for all.  It has always been this simple.  God has always held the fate of all creation in His hand.  Here He garners the Glory He deserves and makes a final end of evil. 
Revelation 20:10   10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Can there ever be any doubt as the to depravity of the human nature.  Can anyone seriously question the undiluted and implacable evil of Satan?  No!  All voices will be silenced.  All doubt in the minds of the redeemed will finally be put to rest.  All good comes from God.  All living creatures will finally cry out with Moses:
Exodus 15:1-3  "I will sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted; The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea.  2 "The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; This is my God, and I will praise Him; My father's God, and I will extol Him.  3 "The LORD is a warrior; The LORD is His name.
The Great White Throne 

Revelation 20:11-15  11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.  12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.  14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it:  This is a magnificent and totally terrifying.  It is great in size but also in any other way one might wish to imagine “greatness.”  It dominates the vision.  It is also white in its radiance and purity.  It is glorious in a way befitting the one who occupies it.  Finally it is a throne.  It is the place of ruling and judging.  It is the final judgment.  No court will ever be held after this and no judgment will ever take place again.  God is finally through with this aspect of His creation. After this He will reign in glory.  
From whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them: All this cursed creation will flee from His presence on this day.  The language implies “non existence” and not renovation. Peter spoke of it long before this day. 
2 Peter 3:10-13   10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!  13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.

  And I saw the dead, the great and the small: Are they alive?  Yes, but they are the living dead. These are the unbelievers of all the ages.   They are eternally separated from God.  They have not escaped eternity as many had hoped.  Annihilation is not an option many have hoped for.  The grave is not the final resting place.  No.  The grave and even the sea give up “the dead.”   Daniel saw a similar judgment in his prophecy. 
Daniel 7:9-10  9 "I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fire.  10 "A river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat, And the books were opened.

The dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds:  These are the ones who have spurned the sacrifice of Christ, preferring to be justified by their own works or religion.  God will now accommodate this human arrogance one last time.  Men will in fact be judged by their works as they have always desired.  God has made it pretty clear that you do not want this judgment but men are convinced that they can stand in their own righteousness. 

Matthew 5:48   48 "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

James 2:10   10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.

Galatians 3:10-11  10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."  11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."
Every deed will be weighed against the perfect brilliant purity of God Himself. Men will not be compared with one another.  If only that were true.  No, men will be compared to their creator.  The one they have rejected and refused to worship…and …they will be condemned for all eternity. 
It is not enough that men will be judged for their deeds but also for their thoughts.  

Psalm 44:20-21  20 If we had forgotten the name of our God Or extended our hands to a strange god,  21 Would not God find this out? For He knows the secrets of the heart.

Romans 2:16  16 on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.

Men will be judged on the knowledge that they do have even if they have never heard the gospel or the Mosaic Law. 

Romans 1:19-20   19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.
Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire: The entire lot will be thrown into the lake of fire because the Bible teaches that no man can be justified by his own works.  Christ alone is the way of salvation.  He is the only sacrifice for sins and He alone will receive the glory for the salvation of His elect.  All these men are eternally lost because they sought to justify themselves before the Holy God of Creation.  

The Lake of Fire is probably already in existence but empty. The Beast and the False Prophet will be the first two occupants.  

Matthew 25:41   41 "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;

Revelation 19:20   20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.

Hell is not the abode of the Devil.  God prepared it for him in fact.  The wicked end up there because they will not repent and turn to Christ. 
This is the second death, the lake of fire:  This is the eternal death or separation from God.  The possibility of torment here is beyond our grasp.  This is why men, even Christians seek to distort the teaching of the Bible on Hell.  Men desire to make it less than it is in reality.  But, it is an infinite offence to the living God.  All sin is, but the rejection of God’s most precious Son and His Cross Work is particularly vile. 
Hebrews 10:26-31  26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.  28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE."  31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Revelation 20:15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  

This is the record of God’s Elect, whose citizenship is in Heaven. Ancient cities kept registries of citizens to see who actually belonged there as a citizen.  
Philippians 3:20  20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;
Daniel 12:1  "Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.

Malachi 3:16  16 Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD gave attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the LORD and who esteem His name.

Luke 10:20  20 "Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven."

Philippians 4:3  3 Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Hebrews 12:23  23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,
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