Chapter Three
The Letter to the Church at Sardis.  [Rev. 3:1-6]

Sardis was built 30 miles southeast of Thyatira and 50 miles east of Smyrna.  On our arc shaped road we are now over the top and descending in a Southeastern direction. 

Originally founded about 12 centuries before Christ, Sardis became wealthy beyond imagination as a gold and silver producer.  King Croesus reigned here and gold and silver coins were first minted here.  It is believed that Aesop of “fable fame” came from this city. 

This city was once conquered by Alexander the Great as well as Antiochus.  Eventually it came under Roman domination in 133 BC. It was destroyed by an earthquake in A.D. 17 and by now, A.D. 95 it had been rebuilt. 

As with the other churches Jesus introduces Himself using a picture from the vision of John in Chapter One. He describes Himself as the one who has the “seven Spirits of God”.  In Zechariah 4 the Holy Spirit is depicted as a menorah before the throne. 

Zechariah 4

 1 Then the angel who talked with me returned and wakened me, as a man is wakened from his sleep. 2 He asked me, "What do you see?" 
I answered, "I see a solid gold lampstand with a bowl at the top and seven lights on it, with seven channels to the lights. 3 Also there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left." 
4 I asked the angel who talked with me, "What are these, my lord?" 
5 He answered, "Do you not know what these are?" 
"No, my lord," I replied. 
6 So he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty. ….”(These seven are the eyes of the LORD , which range throughout the earth.)"

The “seven stars” are the messengers to the seven churches.  

Jesus is reminding this church that He knows the spiritual condition and that He rules through the instrumentality of His messengers.  It is not that the messengers have any intrinsic power or authority it is that they deliver faithfully His message and commands to the churches.  It is the purpose of your preachers to faithfully deliver the message of Christ to you. 

After the standard introduction, the established pattern of the letters is broken here.  Instead of going to the commendations [because there are none] Jesus goes straight into His criticism of the church in the city of Sardis

Criticism:

Christ has harsh criticism for this church, but it is very brief.  Jesus exposes their hidden deeds and then indicts them for hypocrisy.  A hypocrite is one who pretends to be someone he is not.  In saying, “I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.”, Jesus strips the facade from this church to reveal their true spiritual condition. John MacArthur puts it this way, “The church at Sardis was like a museum in which stuffed animals are exhibited in their natural habitats.  Everything appears to be normal, but nothing is alive.  Sin killed the Sardis church.” 

Ephesians 2
 1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,

Sin is the stated cause of death in the New Testament.  If this church was dead [and it was] it was because they had not been born again to new life in Christ. They had “religion”.  They knew how to act Christian, but they were not in fact, “spiritually alive.” Consider Nicodemus in this context.  He was a man with all outward appearances pointing to spiritual life.  

John 3
1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 
3In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again. " 
4"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" 
5Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.'

There are many so called “Christians” in our day who object to being “born again”.  To them Christianity is about “what you do” and not “who you are.”  They are content with what they appear to be.  They often have plausible doctrine and perform good deeds.  They love the form of their worship more than the substance of it. They are concerned with their reputations more than their testimony.  They seldom concern themselves with what the Bible says.  They would rather address physical needs of men than the spiritual needs of the soul.  But Jesus declares their works incomplete in the sight of God.  As the attending physician he signs their death certificate with a single sentence of doom. 

Command  and Consequence: [2-3]

Christ is speaking to the “few” here.  They appear in more detail in verse 4.  These are the ones who still have spiritual discernment.  They are not perfect but they are alive.  There are almost always a few survivors in dead churches.  But because they never hear the voice of their Savior and Lord they just stay there. They are “playing dead” amidst the spiritual death of their church.   

Jesus counsels them to do five things: 

· Wake Up!

If we know better we are not to be dosing off.  If we are alive and able to hear the voice of our Savior we are required to “look alive”.  

· Strengthen what remain!

This church had some remaining things.  Jesus is talking about things other than people.  The appearance of Life was something.  The sound doctrine that no one believed any more was something.  The reputation of being alive was something.  Christ called on the true believers to make this facade a reality.   

· Remember what you have received and heard!

This church like every church once had the truth.  Someone brought it to them.  They heard it and received it.  They once embraced it and had let it slip from their memory. 

· Obey it!

If you remember it you must now obey it.  

2 Peter 1
12So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have.
2 Timothy 2
 14Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 


In the time of the kings of Judah there was a young boy who ascended to the throne….


2 Kings 22
 1 Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years. His mother's name was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah; she was from Bozkath. 2 He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and walked in all the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the left. 
3 In the eighteenth year of his reign, King Josiah sent the secretary, Shaphan son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, to the temple of the LORD . He said: 4 "Go up to Hilkiah the high priest and have him get ready the money that has been brought into the temple of the LORD , which the doorkeepers have collected from the people. 5 Have them entrust it to the men appointed to supervise the work on the temple. And have these men pay the workers who repair the temple of the LORD - 6 the carpenters, the builders and the masons. Also have them purchase timber and dressed stone to repair the temple. 7 But they need not account for the money entrusted to them, because they are acting faithfully." 
8 Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, "I have found the Book of the Law in the temple of the LORD ." He gave it to Shaphan, who read it. 9 Then Shaphan the secretary went to the king and reported to him: "Your officials have paid out the money that was in the temple of the LORD and have entrusted it to the workers and supervisors at the temple." 10 Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a book." And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king. 
11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes. 12 He gave these orders to Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Acbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah the king's attendant: 13 "Go and inquire of the LORD for me and for the people and for all Judah about what is written in this book that has been found. Great is the LORD's anger that burns against us because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written there concerning us."

· Repent!

Like Josiah “the few” of Sardis could change the direction of their lives and please Christ their Lord.  Jesus boldly challenges them to do so.  

If those who are able to listen and respond to Christ will not do so, Jesus promises [or threatens] to “come like a thief”.  This is a threat of judgment.  When a thief comes it is not a good thing.  They take what is of value and they do not bring anything for you.  This is something we wish to avoid.   

Historically churches like Sardis “turn on” and seek to destroy “the few”.  The Roman church has slaughtered millions for seeking to reform what was once a believing church. Wycliff, Huss, Tyndale, Luther, Knox all experienced the wrath of dead churches who responded to attempts to bring them back to life.  The Anglican church persecuted and pursued the “separatists” to the new world. We know them as “The Pilgrims.”  The same church blacklisted the “puritans” who stayed behind until they too fled to New England. Nevertheless, Jesus is pleased with those who live for His glory. 
Commendation:

There are however, “a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.”  This is as close as it gets to a word of commendation.  Even with this it is not an encouraging word for this church.  The operative word here is “few” and it is not the church that is receiving a good word from Christ, but this handful of hold outs.  People who have not followed the crowd. Individuals!  Jesus is still concerned about individuals.  We cannot hide in a dead or dying church.  Men and women will not be able to use the condition of their church to excuse themselves before their Lord. 

How are they different?  They are “alive” which means they have come to genuine and not pseudo faith in Christ.  Their deeds are complete in Christ’s eyes and they are not polluted with sin and their Garments are not stained.  These true believers who had not defiled themselves with sin will be given “white garments” to wear and they will have intimate fellowship with Christ.
Revelation 19
6Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 
   "Hallelujah! 
       For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
    7Let us rejoice and be glad 
       and give him glory! 
   For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
       and his bride has made herself ready. 
    8Fine linen, bright and clean, 
       was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 
9Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!' " And he added, "These are the true words of God."
Conclusion:

Like these faithful ones in Sardis who are responsive to The Word of God and put it into practice, all true believers will be given the “fine linen, bright and clean”.  Jesus also makes a promise to keep us eternally secure in Him.  

Revelation 3
 5He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels.

Overcomers, as we have repeatedly stated are those who trust in Christ alone for salvation.  Our true faith in Christ produces the righteous deeds that please our Lord.  We are called upon to hear and obey Christ with the knowledge that He will empower us to overcome the enemies of our souls. 

1 John 5
3This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

The Bible makes it absolutely clear that those who are born of God belong to Him in the same way, our children are eternally ours.  We cannot be unborn.  Lapses, failures and even sins do not sever our parent / child relationship.  Satan struggles in vain to make his case.  All the while the Scripture ultimately has the final word.  

Romans 8
28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,[1] who[2] have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
31What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written: 
   "For your sake we face death all day long; 
       we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Revelation 3
6He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

As with all the letters, we too are exhorted to hear and obey.  Don’t play church.  Don’t love the form, love the Christ of the churches.  Don’t worry about how you appear to the church, but determine to please Jesus. Love the Word of God and take its every precept to your heart. Finally: 

Matthew 22

36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'

The Letter to the Church at Philadelphia  [Rev. 3:7-]

Philadelphia is the sixth city on the postman’s route that began at Ephesus. It is 28 miles south of Sardis and like Sardis was a principle city of the Lydian empire.  It is a volcanic region which means that it is also prone to earthquakes.  In fact, the city was almost totally destroyed in the sever earthquake of AD 17.  By this time it has been fully rebuilt with help from Rome and has a thriving church.  

This letter has some of the most striking and delightful symbolic descriptions.  

Revelation 3

7"To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:
These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David.

Revelation 3
8I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. 

Revelation 3
12Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God.

Jesus describes Himself, as with the other letters, using symbols from John’s vision of the Glorified Christ in chapter one. He is the “doorkeeper” of heaven and hell.  Although he refers to the “key of David” here the description is more specific in Chapter One. 

Revelation 1
18I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.

By introducing Himself in this way, Jesus is emphasizing His sovereign authority over death and eternity. 

John 10
17The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father."

Christ is the Creator-God of the universe.  Nothing concerning our lives is beyond His power to control, His care or His interest.   This introduction is intended to imbue the church of Philadelphia with courage in the face of persecution. 

Commendation:

Jesus reminds us along with the church in Philadelphia that He knows our deeds.  What we really are when no one else is around and no one else is looking, is known to Christ.  We tend to think of this only in the negative sense but Christ is bringing this up in a very positive sense. 

Not only does Jesus know our deepest failures but He alone is aware of our love and devotion for Him.  Perhaps you have had the experience of being accused of having bad motives that you did not have or of acting in your own self-interest when you knew you were just trying to please Christ.  Maybe, you have felt that the church or your family and friends misjudge you or do not give you credit for the good deeds that you have done for Christ.  It is exactly in this context that Jesus is addressing the Church at Philadelphia.  Jesus knows that: 

· They have kept His Words

In spite of having little physical strength and probably almost no standing in the community and culture of their day, this little church had stiffened their resolve to love Christ and His Word more than their own lives.  

· They have not denied His Name 

The requirement for escaping the persecutions and death of the Romans was simple.  One needed only to renounce Christ and burn incense to Caesar as the only true God.  While others may never know your own personal resolve to love Christ, Jesus knows.  Those who love Him in this way do not fear death because they have committed their lives to the one who has complete control over life, death, heaven and hell. 

This is the point where Jesus usually puts in His criticism of the church but here in Philadelphia we find no such complaint.  Apparently, this is a church for whom Jesus does not have a criticism.  They have faithfully stood their ground.  Jesus does not find a lack of love for God or cowardly toleration of sin.  They are deeply loved by Jesus and are viciously hated by the world.  

· They will be vindicated before the Jews of their city.

Apparently, they are hated by the Jews of their city in a particular way. 

Revelation 3
9I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars--I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you.

Paul describes a true Jew in: 

Romans 2
28A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. 29No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a man's praise is not from men, but from God.

My first inclination is to imagine this as a humiliating of the Jewish community, but upon closer consideration I think something else is in view here.  To fall at someone’s feet indicates submission, recognition and acknowledgement.  This particular event will be a vindication, not of Christian superiority, but of the love of Messiah.  The one who loved all Israel will be acknowledged as the One who also loved the converted “Gentile Dogs” of Philadelphia.  I believe that the conversion of the Jews is in view here.  Perhaps, like Paul many of the chief Jews of this city would come and acknowledge the love of Christ for His church.  I think this could only be done by those who have experienced the love of Christ. 

Romans 11
26And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: 
   "The deliverer will come from Zion; 
 he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.

· They will be spared the Great Tribulation that is about to come upon the Earth. 

Revelation 3
10Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth.

Several things should be noted about this event.

· It is a future event

· It has a limited time

· It will reveal the true heart of men

· It will be world wide in its scope

· It will be aimed at unbelievers. [the phrase “those who live on the earth” is used several times to refer to unbelievers.  Cf. Rev. 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 13:8]

In this statement by Jesus we find one of the clearest assertions of “Pre-tribulationism” in the entire New Testament. The Greek words keep from has the basic meaning of “out from” or “away from”.  The only other place this phrase occurs is in John 17:15 where Jesus prays for the church “not be taken out” of the world but preserved.  At the end of the age then, when Christ has finished building His church [His bride], He will “take her out” of the “hour of trial” that is coming upon the whole world. It does not make sense to reverse the meaning of John’s statement in John 17:15 unless you have an agenda.

A Brief Study on the Rapture and its Relationship to Israel and the Church of Jesus. 

Daniel’s Prophecy of the 70 weeks.

Introduction:  In 605 BC when Babylon conquered Jerusalem Daniel and his friends were taken captive.  As a young man Daniel no doubt heard Jeremiah preaching in the streets of Jerusalem regarding the impending judgment of God upon the unrepentant Jews. 

Daniel therefore lived and prophesied in Babylon and Persia as a captive there. Toward the end of Israel’s captivity Daniel began to realize that the time of their punishment was up.  As Daniel begins to pray about this God sends Gabriel to him and the event is recorded for us in Daniel 9:20-27.  

Daniel 9

The Seventy "Sevens" 
20 While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel and making my request to the LORD my God for his holy hill- 21 while I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. 22 He instructed me and said to me, "Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding. 23 As soon as you began to pray, an answer was given, which I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed. Therefore, consider the message and understand the vision: 
24 "Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.  
25 "Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 'sevens,' and sixty-two 'sevens.' It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. 26 After the sixty-two 'sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing.  The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed. 27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.'  In the middle of the 'seven'  he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.

Several observations can be made about this prophecy of Daniel 9:20-27: 

· It is very specific as to its duration.  [70 Sevens]

The KJV uses the word “weeks” but it is actually the word for “seven” in the 


Hebrew.  The word is understood by Hebrew readers to be either a “seven of 


Years” [Lev. 25:3-4] or a “seven of days” [a week].  Here are the literal 


reasons for understanding this phase as a “seven of years”:

· Daniel had been thinking in years at the start of this chapter. [9:1,2]

· Daniel knew that the 70 years was “payback”  [II Chron. 36:21]

· 490 days could not and did not allow time to accomplish the prophecy. 

· In 10:3 Daniel uses the term “sevens of days” to refer to actual weeks. 

The duration of the Prophecy is therefore 490 years. 

· It is specific as to its recipients [Israel]

· It is specific as to its purpose  [24b]

· To finish transgression [cf. 9:11]

· To put an end to sin [Heb. 9:26]

· To atone for wickedness [provide what is needed for reconciliation to God.]

· To bring in everlasting righteousness 

· To seal up vision and prophecy [No further need for this when God is present]

· To anoint the most holy  [Crown Him]

· It is specific as to its start [25]

“From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem”  [9:25]

The only one of several decrees in the Bible that fit the specific requirements of Daniel’s prophecy is the one mentioned in Neh. 1:1 and 2:1.   It is possible to establish this date from History.  The date in question in the 20th year of Artaxerexes reign was March 5th, 444 BC.  

· It is specific as to its stages [25-27] 

This period of time is divided into at 3 periods of time. 

· A seven year time Period [probably the time it took Nehemiah to totally restore the city [Including its streets and its mote] 

· A four hundred Seventy Six year period after which Messiah will come.  This of course is Jesus.  He will also be cut off or killed after the 483 years is complete. [9:26]

· A final seven year period which starts with the confirmation of the covenant between Israel and the Prince or  Ruler. [27]

· It is specific as to its end. [27]

Starting at March 5th, 444 BC and moving forward through the first 483 years we arrive at March 30th, 33 AD.  We are of course using the prophetic or lunar calendar that we have established was in normal use in the days of the OT and Daniel in particular. 

This brings us to the Monday of Passover week in the year 33 AD.  A careful study of the exact days of the week in the gospel account reveals that Christ did in fact enter Jerusalem triumphantly on a Monday of that week.  The chronology of John 12:1-12 establishes this.  March 30th, 33 AD was a Monday and it was the day that Jesus presented himself to Israel as their king. 4 days later He was cut off. 

“The people of the Ruler who will come [Romans are the ones that did the deed here in verse 26] will destroy the city.”

This Ruler the “He” of verse 27 will begin the 70th seven year period by confirming a covenant with Israel which he will break in the middle.  Jesus explained this clearly in Matt. 24:1-17.   The seventieth week will end 7 years later when Christ comes to fulfill all of the promises made to Israel in Verse 24 of Daniel 9

CONCLUSION: 

This great end time prophecy concerns the Nation of Israel.  God judged her for her disobedience by sending her into captivity to settle accounts for the 70 sabbatical years she owed Him.  During that time He kept His promise to them by restoring them to the land but not before laying out the great plan and purpose He had in bringing them back to Jerusalem.  

God gives the precise timetable for the establishing of the Kingdom of Righteousness that he intends to give them.  He tells them of the coming of Messiah but also reveals that the Christ will be killed and have nothing [no kingdom on this earth]  

Then an evil and wicked ruler will appear who will desecrate the worship of God and pursue and destroy the Israelis themselves.  A final Righteousness will conclude the 490 years, in which transgression, sin and wickedness will be destroyed and everlasting righteousness under their most holy King will be established forever. 


Is the rapture really in the Bible?  What is it exactly?

Introduction:  In the past 100 years there has been much opposition to the teaching and the concept of the Rapture.  Apparently this opposition stems from three realizations: 

· The doctrine of the rapture flows from a literal interpretation of the Scripture.  

· A literal interpretation requires man to see Israel and the Church as separate and distinct in their relationships with God.  

· It places the meaning of Scripture in its words, grammar and historical context and wrests it from the imaginations of men.  

It is not surprising that men should resist the Sovereign authority of God and His Word the Bible but even men who claim to believe the Bible can fall prey to the pride of knowledge.  This was true of the Pharisee of Christ’s day and of those described by Paul in I Corinthians.  8:1, “We know that we all possess knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.”

Because the word “Rapture” does not appear in any English translation of the Bible some have asserted that it is a made up doctrine.  “Look it up”, say some critics, “and see if you can find it in the New Testament” 

Let us just acknowledge right now that this “word” does not occur in any English translation that I am aware of.  Neither of course do the words, “Trinity” or “Incarnation” appear on the pages of Scripture and yet they are clearly taught there.   

The Origin of the word Rapture:  The actual Greek word is  “” meaning literally: “shall be seized”. The origin of the English word “rapture” comes from the Latin word used to translate the Greek in I Thessalonians 4:17.  This term became popular to define the event described in this passage.  Our English term is derived from that Latin word which means “kidnapping”.   Italian [The modern language of the Romans] still uses the phrase “’rapiti’sulle nuvole”  [caught up in clouds] to describe this event.  In short the word “Rapture” like many English words is of Latin Origin and describes accurately the original word of the New Testament, which is not in dispute.  

The Explanation of the Doctrine of The Rapture: The Rapture is the event described in I Thess. 4:13-18 and again in I Corinthians 15:50-55.  It is an event that involves the Church.  The letters to the Thessalonians and to the Corinthians are both letters to Christian Churches.  The Rapture has the following Characteristics:

· It will mark the end of the time of the Church upon the Earth. 

· It will unite Jesus and His Bride [the church] in Heaven.  We will “meet Him in the air.”

· It will clear the way for God to finish His dealings with Israel. [Daniel’s 70th week]

· It is intended as a source of comfort and joy to the church. [I Thess. 4:18]

· Its belief will produce holy living. [I John 3:2,3]

1How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies Himself, just as he is pure.  I John 3:1-3

The Events Occurring at The Rapture:  The Rapture is actually two events that occur almost instantaneously. Both events are described for us in I Thessalonians.  In I Corinthians 15 Paul describes the second event in more detail.  The Scripture clearly teaches that this will be the resurrection of the Church.  The Church is defined as:

 “All people living or dead who have ever received Christ as their Personal Savior from the day of Pentecost to the Rapture”  - Paul Anthes

“The Dead in Christ will rise first”: This is the place where Christians are raised physically to life.  It is God’s intention to raise all men physically again.  Not all men are resurrected at the same time however.  

It is clear from Thessalonians that the dead are resurrected.  The human body can only survive in tact for a short period of time.  Those who died 500 years ago are fully decomposed.  This event was a resurrection in which God gives physical life to those who have long since passed away.  

In I Corinthians 15 the Bible goes into more detail about this resurrection body:

· It will be an imperishable body. [42]

· It will be a spiritual body. [44]

· It will be similar to Christ’s present body. [49]

· It will be able to inherit the Kingdom of God. [50]

This passage goes on to describe a most astounding and previously unknown reality in verse 58.  “I tell you a mystery: we will not all sleep”.  With these 10 words God changes the expectation of every believer on earth.  All men die…right?   Until these words were spoken that was the order of the day and the destiny of all mankind. 

At this moment in time both the dead and the living will be transformed into the same glorified state.  This is the resurrection of Christ’s Church.  He takes it all at once.  First the dead then the living, in a moment, in the bat of an eye.  A glorious, victorious destruction of death and sin.  How blessed, how beyond imagination.  It is the hope of this great event for which the Church has stood and will stand firm until the end. [58] 

The resurrection of the dead in Christ will be the only sign that the rapture of the living is about to occur.  It will happen however, with such speed as to make any thought of preparing yourself spiritually impossible. It is by no means certain that the lost will even observe it at all.  Men must prepare for this event before it happens.  There will be no warning. 

So far we have looked at the Origin of the Word Rapture, The explanation of the Rapture and the Events that take place at the Rapture.  There is no indication in Scripture that any other event needs to occur before the Rapture can take place.  At some specific moment known only to God the very last person to believe and be saved, will believe and be saved.  The Church of Jesus will then be complete.  This event is marked out in the mind of God but no man knows the hour or the day.  The Rapture is therefore said to be Imminent.  According to Webster this means: ready to take place; especially: hanging threateningly over one's head” Let us take a look at Imminency in the Bible. 

The Imminency of The Rapture:  The Scripture teaches that we are to look for Jesus Himself and not for signs.  Consider these passages: 

Titus 2
13while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ

Acts 1
11"Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."

Philippians 3
20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,

Colossians 3
4When Christ, who is your [1] life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

1 Thessalonians 1
10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.

For reasons that we have discussed earlier some in our day contend that the doctrine of imminence was an invention of the 20th century.  Besides the clear teachings of the NT are the statements of some of the great reformers of the 16th century. 

· “I believe that all the signs which are to precede the last days have already appeared.  Let us not think that the Coming of Christ is far off; let us look up with heads lifted up; let us expect our Redeemer’s coming with longing and cheerful mind” Martin Luther
· “Scripture uniformly enjoins us to look with expectation for the advent of Christ.” John Calvin

We are presently living in the interval between the end of the 69th week and the beginning of the 70th week.  God kept this information from Israel but revealed it to His Church through the New Testament.  When He left He promised to return for us: 

John 14
1"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

The Bible reveals many signs leading up to the completion of the 70th week but none leading up to the completion of the 69th week.  Its end will be the Rapture of the Church and is most certainly imminent.  
Conclusion:  The rapture is a separate event from the Second coming of Christ.  Its teaching is woven through the fabric of the New Testament and is not an invention of 20th century theologians.  

It pertains to the resurrection of the church and its taking into heaven to be with Christ her Bridegroom. 

The living will also be “changed” at that moment and will inherit the Kingdom of God in their glorified bodies just as the resurrected dead will.”

The Rapture marks the end of the Church as precisely as the Day of Pentecost marks its beginning. 

The Lord taught His disciples to expect His imminent return and believers down through the centuries have looked for it.  We are looking even today

Revelation 22
20He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Why the Church will NOT go through the tribulation.

Introduction: 

It is clear to even a casual reader that the Church will eventually end and be taken out of the world by Christ.  [I Thess. 4:13-18; I Cor. 15:51-56]  What is not clear to the casual reader is when exactly this will occur.  A greater effort will be needed to accurately discern the time of this great event.  

We are not permitted to know the exact time of the Rapture but God has revealed the order of events with a good deal of detail.  The question at hand then is as follows:

When will the rapture take place in relationship to the Great Tribulation of Revelation?

Three views have been advanced over the years. 

· The Pretribulational Rapture  [It will take place before the Tribulation]

· The Midtribulational Rapture  [It will take place 3.5 years into the Tribulation]

· The Posttribulational Rapture  [It will take place after the Tribulation]

Our main purpose here is to support the assertion that the Church will NOT go through the Tribulation:  This then is primarily a study or Pretribulationalism.  

What is the Tribulation?

· It is NOT what we go through now on the earth.

· Job 5
7 man is born to trouble 
as surely as sparks fly upward.

· John 16
33"I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."

· 2 Corinthians 4
17For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.

· It will be unlike anything that the world has ever experienced. 

· Matthew 24
21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now--and never to be equaled again. 

· It is called by several other names in Scripture but always describes the same event. 

· Amos 5
18 Woe to you who long 
for the day of the LORD ! 
Why do you long for the day of the LORD ? 
That day will be darkness, not light. 
Jeremiah 30
7 How awful that day will be! 
None will be like it. 
It will be a time of trouble for Jacob, 
but he will be saved out of it.

· 1 Thessalonians 2
16in their effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last.

· Revelation 6
17For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?" 

· Revelation 19
15Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter."[1] He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.

· It will be a day of darkness and terror.

· Amos 5
18 Woe to you who long 
for the day of the LORD! 
Why do you long for the day of the LORD? 
That day will be darkness, not light. 
19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion 
only to meet a bear, 
as though he entered his house 
and rested his hand on the wall 
only to have a snake bite him. 
20 Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light- 
pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness?

· Zechariah 14
12 This is the plague with which the LORD will strike all the nations that fought against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths.

· It will be day of upheaval.

· Revelation 6
2I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.

· Revelation 6
4Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace from the earth and to make men slay each other. To him was given a large sword.

· Revelation 6
6Then I heard what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, "A quart of wheat for a day's wages, and three quarts of barley for a day's wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!"

· It will last for Seven Years. [Two 3 and one half year periods]

· Daniel 9
27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him. 

· Revelation 11
3And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth."

· Revelation 13
5The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months.

The Great Tribulation is a seven-year period of time described in detail in the book of Revelation.  It is clearly the fulfillment of Daniel’s 70th week, which was determined on Israel not the church.  It is often called the “Day of the Lord” or the “Day of Wrath” It will be unlike anything that has ever happened on the Earth.

The Church and Judgment.  Is the Church still to be judged for her sin?

· Post tribulationists often argue that:

· Daniel was kept in the Lion’s Den

· His three friends survived the fiery furnace.

· Stephen was killed along with most of the other Apostles. 

In each of these cases the wrath of Satan was brought to bear on those who belonged to God.  In the Great Tribulation it will be the Wrath of God brought to bear on those who belong to Satan.  It is the exact opposite.  Such arguments are sentimental.  They attempt to shame believers into abandoning the Blessed Hope by pronouncing us cowards to suffer for Christ.  I think the church has already found that Christ is sufficient for any suffering that the world might persecute us with.  Will the world find itself sufficient for the righteous judgment of Christ?

· Consider these other Biblical accounts.

Noah was taken out of harms way by the Ark.  This event was an outpouring of God’s wrath upon the earth but the righteous were spared it. 

Genesis 7
1 Then the LORD said to Noah, "Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation.

Lot was rescued from Sodom because God deemed him righteous. 

Genesis 19
22 But flee there quickly, because I cannot do anything until you reach it." 

Paul stated that we were Christ’s ambassadors.  Everyone knows that before a war begins a country recalls its ambassadors.  

Dr. Fanklin Logston stated, “With Noah it was “come in”; with Lot it was “Come Out” and with the church it will be “Come Up””
In each of these instances only the wicked face judgment.  They are the ones described by Paul:

Romans 2
5But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.

God’s Outpouring of Wrath will not be on His Son. 

· Paul was guilty of persecuting Christ Himself because he persecuted the Church. 

· Acts 9
4He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 
5"Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. 
6"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied

· Matthew 25
40"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'

· Ephesians 5
30for we are members of his body.

To touch the Church is to touch Christ Himself.  We are His Bride. 

· All Judgment has been committed to Christ.  He will not judge His own bride. 
· John 5
22Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son
· All men on Earth will face the wrath of the Lord in that day.
· Amos 5
19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion 
only to meet a bear, 
as though he entered his house 
and rested his hand on the wall 
only to have a snake bite him.
Christ will not pour out wrath on Himself or upon His Bride for whom He died.  This logic is inescapable.  Furthermore….

· The Bible pointedly says that we will be delivered from wrath.  This is not condemnation here but God’s anger. 

· 1 Thessalonians 1
10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.

· The Scripture teaches that we have an appointment with salvation and not wrath. 

· 1 Thessalonians 5
9For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

· To the righteous Philadelphian Church Jesus promised deliverance from wrath.

· Revelation 3
10Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth.

The Church is light not darkness

The Day of the Lord is said to be one of deep darkness with no light [Amos 5:18-20] The Church is said to be the opposite.  The church cannot be in a place of total darkness because, by her very nature, she will illumine it. 

· Matthew 5
14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.

· Matthew 5
16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

· Ephesians 5
8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 

· 1 Thessalonians 5
5You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness.


CONCLUSION: 

The Tribulation is different in nature from the trials we face on earth today. What we face here on earth is the wrath of Satan upon those who belong to God. 

The Tribulation is the Wrath of God upon those who belong to Satan.  

The Church is said to be saved from the “Wrath to Come”

Jesus will not pour out His wrath on Himself and His Bride. 

The 70th week of Daniel is not determined upon the Church but upon Israel. 

The Church is nowhere mentioned in the Tribulation context of Revelation 6-18

1 Corinthians 15
57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.


Our verse by verse study picks up again at this point with Revelation 3:11


Revelation 3
 11I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.

The word translated “soon” here or “quickly in the KJV speaks of imminency.   You will recall in our study of the tribulation that we just finished that imminency was defined by saying “there are no events that need to take place before Christ can return for the Church.  The church is admonished to look for Christ Himself and not for signs.”

Command:

Although there are no criticism of the church in Philadelphia Jesus does have this specific command.  In the light of Christ’s imminent return we are commanded to hold fast to what we possess.  Those who use the security of the believer as an excuse for slothfulness in their love for Christ and their obedience to Him do not understand the teaching.  We are secure in Christ but we are not free to do whatever we please.  Because we are children of the Creator we are required by Him to give an account of our behavior in this world.  Those who profess Christ but live without regard for their accountability to Christ are probably not truly children of God. 

Matthew 10
22All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

Men are not saved by a mere profession of faith.  We are also regenerated or born again.  This is a miracle of transformation that renders us “new creatures in Christ”

Titus 3
5he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,

True, born again men and women do not stop believing.  Our salvation is packaged with regeneration and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  All of these things render us secure in Christ. 

Colossians 1
22But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation-- 23if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.

Those who start out by profession but do not continue to believe and obey are those described by Jesus as “seed that falls on stony ground”.  The seed that falls on good ground are the truly born again and they do take root and flourish.  Turning away from the truth of Christ is evidence of a lost condition. 

1 John 2
19They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 

Holding fast is a hallmark of all true believers.  In the end we receive the crown of life.  The crown is a reward and it is described in a variety of ways in the New Testament. 

Revelation 2
10Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.

James 1
12Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.

2 Timothy 4
8Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 


1 Peter 5
4And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 

The ability to persevere is a gift of grace and the reward for it is likewise a gift from God.  Although this outcome is virtually assured for the true believer we are nevertheless 
exhorted by God to live lives of consistent resolve.  


Conclusion:

Jesus concludes His letter to this beloved church with four promises.  Normally there would be some counsel at this point but because of the faithful obedience of this church Jesus concludes with only promises of blessing.  

As with all the letters Jesus refers to “Overcomers”.  

1 John 5
3This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

These true believers are persevering saints and they are those with unending faith in Christ.  They are the object of these special promises.

Pillar in the temple of my God:

Pillars are structural as well as ornamental.  They represent things of importance, immovability and immutability. In a world of daily fear and uncertainty such promises ring with comfort and hope. 

A mark of ownership and residence:

Not only will we have the Name of God written on us but the name of our eternal abode as well. 

 “This Human being belongs to the Creator of the Universe and the Savior of the World.  Please return him to the New Jerusalem in the Kingdom of Christ.  Return postage is guaranteed.”

Christ’s new name:

Revelation 19
11I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows.

It will not be enough to write the name of God on His possession.  That is a name known to Satan and evil men as well.  In fact there are many who have forged the name of God on their souls.  Men who like Satan pretend to be godly. 

2 Corinthians 11
14And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 

Jesus will write His secret name on His possessions.  We are marked by Jesus as His personal property and in such a way as to be absolutely counterfeit proof. 

Revelation 3
13He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

As with all the letters, we too are exhorted to hear.  In this case we are to hear the comforting Words of our Savior.  He is aware of our love for Him.  He superintends over every detail of our life. He intends to keep you from the “hour of trial” the tribulation and then establish you permanently in His city and in His possession for eternity.  

The Letter to the Church at Laodicea  [Rev. 3:14-22]

Laodicea is the seventh and last city on the postman’s route.  As we have noted previously the Roman highway in Western Asia began at Ephesus. Here at the end is one of the “triad cites”.  Along with Colossae and Hierapolis, Laodicea rested about 100 miles inland from Ephesus and the sea. 

The city enjoyed an almost impregnable position on a high plateau.  Its one weakness would be its need for water that came through a long aqueduct that could be blocked. 

The city was founded by Antiochus II in 253 B.C. and named after his first wife.  There were at least 20,000 Jews living there at the time of Christ. Laodicea was a strategic banking center.  As such, it was extremely wealthy. The city was also famous for its soft wool that was made into clothing and carpet.  Besides these industries, the city was renowned for a special eye salve that was shipped and sold around the entire world at that time. 

Just as the church at Philadelphia received no criticism from our Lord, this church received no praise.  Apparently, the church in this metropolis of wealth and comfort had nothing at all to merit a commendation from our Lord Jesus. 

Jesus does not identify Himself here by using any symbols from the vision of Chapter One.  Instead he uses some descriptions that are found nowhere else in the New Testament to describe the Savior. 

Revelation 3
14"To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 

The word Amen is a transliteration of the Hebrew word meaning “truth” Isaiah refers to God using similar descriptions. 

Isaiah 65
16 Whoever invokes a blessing in the land 
will do so by the God of truth; 
he who takes an oath in the land 
will swear by the God of truth. 
For the past troubles will be forgotten 
and hidden from my eyes.

MacArthur notes that the word “amen”  “refers to that which is firm, fixed and unchangeable.”  

The further title, “the faithful and true witness” only serves to drive home the picture of Christ as the One who always speaks the truth.  His evaluations of us and of this church in Laodicea are incisively accurate. In summation, Jesus declares Himself the ruler or the “beginning” of all creation.  He is not the first created being as some would have us believe but is the source of creation.  

Revelation 22
13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.

Criticism:  Jesus swears Himself in as the chief witness against the Church of Laodicea.  He is an expert witness who knows the condition of their heart fully. He now begins the testimony against them, secure in the knowledge that there can be no contradiction or impeachment of His witness. 

Revelation 3

 15I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16So, because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.

As with the other churches Jesus knows their deeds.  Deeds do not save us but they demonstrate our spiritual condition. 

James 2
14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 

Matthew 7
16By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?

According to most accounts, the water of Laodicea arrived in the city in a smelly and filthy state.  After traveling for miles underground and in open aqueducts it was neither cold like water from a spring or a river nor was it hot like the mineral springs of Hierapolis.  It was most unappetizing. 

Jesus compares their spiritual state to the dank and depressing state of their water supply.  Anyone who has ever had to drink nasty water when you desired the refreshment of that, which is cool and pure, knows first hand how disgusting it can be. 

“Some churches make the Lord weep, others make Him angry; the Laodicean church made Him sick.”  John MacArthur.

The self-righteous are always certain to incur the wrath of God.  Jesus confronted them while on the Earth and Paul continued the tradition as he preached and taught throughout the Roman world.  

Matthew 7
22Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

2 Timothy 3
1But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- 5having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.

Beside their deplorable lack of commitment to Christ and the truth of the Gospel they had become arrogant and prideful because they did not need to depend on God for anything.  They possessed wealth and comfort.  They never imagine that God is the source of their prosperity.  People like this imagine that they are clever and able to create for themselves the lives that they enjoy. 

According to Jesus, such men are self-deceived.  They imagine themselves to be without need.  It is inconceivable to them that they could lose all that they have or that they do not deserve what they have acquired.  Jesus issues this stinging rebuke: “ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.”


Wretched:  deeply afflicted, dejected, or distressed in body or mind extremely
or deplorably bad or distressing <was in wretched health

Pitiful: deserving or arousing pity or commiseration: exciting pitying contempt (as by meanness or inadequacy)
Poor: inferior in quality or value: HUMBLE, UNPRETENTIOUS c : MEAN, PETTY
LEAN, EMACIATED : BARREN, UNPRODUCTIVE : INDIFFERENT, UNFAVORABLE
Blind:  unable or unwilling to discern or judge
Naked: devoid of concealment or disguise.
Counsel:

Revelation 3
 18I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 19Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.

The counsel “to buy” needs to be understood in the context of this rich, trade-oriented society.  These folks were used to buying whatever they wanted but from one another.  Their commerce was designed to enrich them personally and had no spiritual value as Jesus has already pointed out.  The items Jesus offers for purchase are priceless.  The Laodiceans would not be able to buy them anymore than the Hebrew nation of Isaiah’s time.

Isaiah 64
5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right, 
who remember your ways. 
But when we continued to sin against them, 
you were angry. 
How then can we be saved? 
6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
we all shrivel up like a leaf, 
and like the wind our sins sweep us away.

These unregenerate people like us have nothing with which to purchase that which they so desperately need.  The counsel to buy is purely illustrative.  Jesus is saying, “Invest in something that will actually meet the needs of your soul.  You have gained the world but are poised to loose you own soul.”

Isaiah 55
1 "Come, all you who are thirsty, 
come to the waters; 
and you who have no money, 
come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without cost.

Jesus offers three items for sale.  Each one is designed to meet one of the specific needs that He has revealed to the church.  

Gold:  This is unlike the kind that they already possess.  This is absolutely pure and thus represents true salvation not the bogus product that they presently owned.  It is worthy of note that this gold must be purchased from Jesus.  Man is always trying to find someway around the “onlyness” of Christ.  Unregenerate religion today will embrace Christ only if He is part of another system.  Good works, sacraments, race or heritage must be included in the mind of the lost.  Jesus is the “only” way to God.  

Acts 4
12   Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

John 14
 6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  

White Clothes: Throughout the Scripture “white garments” represent purity and salvation.  Because of them we are able to “hide” as it were, our true and pitiful state.  Jesus knows about the wool industry of this wealthy city.  They trafficked in a “black” product that covered their bodies but represented depravity and not redemption

Zechariah 3

Clean Garments for the High Priest 

1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD , and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him. 2 The LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD , who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?" 
3 Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel. 4 The angel said to those who were standing before him, "Take off his filthy clothes." 
Then he said to Joshua, "See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich garments on you." 
5 Then I said, "Put a clean turban on his head." So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him, while the angel of the LORD stood by.

The righteous will always be clothed in white. 

Revelation 3
4Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels. 

Isaiah 61
10 I delight greatly in the LORD ; 
my soul rejoices in my God. 
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 
and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

Revelation 19

    8Fine linen, bright and clean, 
       was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)

Salve to put on your eyes: Blindness is universally understood to symbolize ignorance of the truth and lack of insight into reality. 

Matthew 15
14Leave them; they are blind guides. If a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit."

John 9
40Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, "What? Are we blind too?" 
41Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.

Isaiah 42
16 I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, 
along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; 
I will turn the darkness into light before them 
and make the rough places smooth. 
These are the things I will do; 
I will not forsake them.

Jesus is offering salvation one last time to this unregenerate and prideful church.  Each item speaks to their lost and desperate estate. Most damning of all is their blindness.  Unable to see the truth they wonder in a spiritual fog lying and being lied to.  Ultimately led into the pit that Jesus warned of in Matthew 15. 

Revelation 3
 19Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.

“Rebuke” carries with it the idea of exposing.  This is the last thing we would typically think of doing to someone we loved.  We are by nature enablers all. 

John 3
18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. 19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.

The word “discipline” is likewise a word of punishment rather than just correction. 

Luke 23
16Therefore, I will “punish” him and then release him." 

It is unlikely that any in this group were saved.  There is a persistent notion that Christ does not love the lost.  The clear statements of the Bible cannot be so easily allegorized away however.  Most agree that the Rich Young Ruler went away unsaved and yet Mark records that: 

Mark 10
21Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

John reveals that God “loves the world”.  These are clear enough statements to settle the argument.  It is clear that God loves Israel and the Church in a very dear and intimate way and yet the Scripture takes pains to reveal the love of God for all men.  This is one of many “tension” causing statements in the Bible.  They create in us a certain sense that God is just beyond our grasp, that we are not ever quite able to fully understand what motivates Him to act.  All this is as it should be.  God can be known by man but never fully understood.  God cannot be placed fully or comfortably into any box we may construct for Him.  He is intended to be worshiped in this way.

The wicked must “repent”.  They must “repent” in an earnest fashion. True faith in Christ will also have repentance as an element of it.  There are at least two aberrant views of repentance that commonly appear today: 

· Repentance that just feels sorry for the results of our sin.  We are sorry we are caught, sorry we suffered loss, but not sorry for the offence to God.

· The view that repentance is not necessary for salvation at all. Since it is by “grace you have been saved, through faith” repentance plays no role in it.  The Bible does not know anything about this kind of salvation.  Conviction of the Holy Spirit and saving faith always produces true repentance. Salvation does not depend on it but cannot happen without it.  

Isaiah 55
7 Let the wicked forsake his way 
and the evil man his thoughts. 
Let him turn to the LORD , and he will have mercy on him, 
and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways," 
declares the LORD . 
9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Revelation 3
20Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

This simple invitation is rich with thought and symbol.  Jesus describes Himself as the “door” in the Gospel. 

John 10
7   So Jesus said to them again, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.

In fact Jesus calls mankind to knock at His door to fulfill the deepest needs of our lives. 

Matthew 7
7"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 


One cannot but be impressed with the love and compassion of Christ demonstrated toward such a wicked and unbelieving church.  The one who calls us to come to Him, seek Him and knock at His door, comes Himself to knock at the door of this pathetic group of deceived professors of faith.  This is the truth of God’s election vividly demonstrated.  Jesus comes for us!  

Not only does He come, but also he beckons from outside the door.  He is calling to lost men.  “It is I.  I laid down my life for your eternal salvation”.  This is how Jesus comes to all men.  He comes knocking and calling. Solomon describes His visit in these seldom-considered verses of Song of Solomon:

Song of Solomon 5:1-6  I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I have gathered my myrrh with my spice. I have eaten my honeycomb and my honey; I have drunk my wine and my milk. Eat, O friends, and drink; drink your fill, O lovers.  2 I slept but my heart was awake. Listen! My lover is knocking: "Open to me, my sister, my darling, my dove, my flawless one. My head is drenched with dew, my hair with the dampness of the night."  3 I have taken off my robe-- must I put it on again? I have washed my feet-- must I soil them again?  4 My lover thrust his hand through the latch-opening; my heart began to pound for him.  5 I arose to open for my lover, and my hands dripped with myrrh, my fingers with flowing myrrh, on the handles of the lock.  6 I opened for my lover, but my lover had left; he was gone. My heart sank at his departure. I looked for him but did not find him. I called him but he did not answer.
“If we do open the door of our heart to Jesus Christ and let Him in, He will bring an end to our beggary.  He will transform us from paupers into princes.  He will cleanse us and clothe us.  He will sup with us, and we shall be permitted to sup with Him.  The picture illustrates the shared joys of the Christian life, the reciprocal fellowship which believers have with their Savior.”  John Stott

Clearly this is an unbelieving church but I want to permit myself a brief diversion at this point.  Thousands of believers are living behind locked doors.  Self-righteousness and sin have bolted and barred the way for this intimate meal eaten and enjoyed inside the warmth of their own personal abode. We believe that belief is enough.  We have sound doctrine.  We imagine that ritual is its own reward. We do attend church and even take the communion. We even pray.  We visit the door to the throne room and knock, but we protect our own hearts from the invasive visit of the all knowing Savior.  
What would He find should He appear at the door of your lives?  Can He enter freely? Is the door barred for fear of what He might discover should He walk immediately in?  What area of your life do you wish Him never to see or to scrutinize?  Such fears close the gate to intimacy with Christ.  
Our dearest lover stands at the entrance, wet from the dew of the night and calling.  Will our hands reach for the latch that He may enter to eat and rejoice with us. 

We have come full circle in these seven letters.  Ephesus, did everything right, but shunned the lover of their souls.  Laodicea does everything wrong and yet Jesus still seeks entry, that He might cleanse them, forgive them, love them and fellowship with them. 

Eating with our family and loved ones is an enduring human desire.  It appears repeatedly throughout the Scripture and we all know instinctively the desire to share a meal with those we love. Ultimately this will be fulfilled between Christ and His church.  The actual event is recorded for us in Revelation 19.

Revelation 19
6Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 
   "Hallelujah! 
       For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
    7Let us rejoice and be glad 
       and give him glory! 
   For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
       and his bride has made herself ready. 
    8Fine linen, bright and clean, 
       was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 
9Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!' " And he added, "These are the true words of God."

Conclusion:

Revelation 3
21To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."

Overcomers, as we have repeatedly stated are those who trust in Christ alone for salvation.  For the Laodiceans it met repentance and belief.  They are called upon to receive Christ and fellowship with Him.  In turn they will receive what Christ gives freely to all His children.  John describes clearly the nature of an overcomer in his first epistle. 

1 John 5
3This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

“The right to sit with Christ on His heavenly throne is but one of the many promises made to overcomers in the letters to the seven churches.  Overcomers are also promised the privilege of eating from the tree of life [2:7], The crown of life [2:10], protection from the second death [2:11], the hidden manna [2:17], a white stone with a new name written on it [2:17], authority to rule the nations [2:26,27], the morning stare [2:28], white garments, symbolizing purity and holiness [3:7], the honor of having Christ confess their names before God the Father and the holy angels in heaven [3:5], to be made a pillar in God’s temple [3:12], and to have written on them the name of God, of the new Jerusalem and of Christ [3:12]”  John MacArthur
Revelation 3

22He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."

This letter like all those that have gone before cannot be relegated to another people at another time in another place.  It is for all who have an ear.  It is a spoken message from the mouth of God the Son.  It is not to be taken lightly.  Jesus presently sits at the right hand of the Father, but He speaks through His Word today.  We are called to “hear” and to hear in such away as to be moved to obey.  To belong to Christ is to enter into intimate fellowship with Him.  It is to eat with Him and share your deepest sorrows and joys with Him.  Ultimately, like the lover of Solomon’s Song, it is to give your life away to Jesus. 
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