Chapter Thirteen

The Beast out of the Sea
The Anti Christ  

Revelation 13:1
 “And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.”
Introduction:  

Verse one links chapters twelve and thirteen.  The Dragon of chapter 12 is now carried over into the next chapter and we see him giving his power and we assume his rage to the beast that appears here. Several things indicate that this beast is the long awaited “Antichrist” predicted by the prophets.  
· Jesus predicted his appearance:  

Mark 13

5Jesus said to them: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 6Many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am he,' and will deceive many. 7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 8Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains. 

 9"You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10And the gospel must first be preached to all nations. 11Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 

 12"Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 13All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

 14"When you see 'the abomination that causes desolation standing where it does not belong—let the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15Let no one on the roof of his house go down or enter the house to take anything out. 16Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 17How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 18Pray that this will not take place in winter, 19because those will be days of distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, until now—and never to be equaled again. 20If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. 21At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ[c]!' or, 'Look, there he is!' do not believe it. 22For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect—if that were possible. 23So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time. 

· John warned us about him several times. He speaks of his spirit even in the first century: 
I John 2:18
18Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 

· He describes him:

I John 2:22

22Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son.

· He even gives instructions about how to deal with him:

I John 4:1-3

 1Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 
· Paul warned about him: 

2 Thessalonians 2

 1Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 3Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for (that day will not come) until the rebellion {or apostasy}occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 

 5Don't you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things?
· Daniel also spoke of him.  In fact he was the first to speak of him in Daniel 7.

Daniel 7

 1In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel saw a dream and visions in his mind as he lay on his bed; then he wrote the dream down and related the following summary of it. 

 2Daniel said, "I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 

 3"And four great beasts were coming up from the sea, different from one another. 

 4"The first was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. I kept looking until its wings were plucked, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man; a human mind also was given to it. 

 5"And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. And it was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth; and thus they said to it, 'Arise, devour much meat!' 

 6"After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 

 7"After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 

 8"While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts.

Let’s take this one step at a time and understand the symbolism here: 

Revelation 13:1a
And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore.  
This bridges chapter 12 and thirteen and positions the dragon to watch over the emergence of his beast.  
Revelation 13:1b
Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea
The beast: Is like a wild beast of the earth but this one is more like a monster because of its description. John draws heavily on Daniels vision in chapter seven above.  He is connected with these kingdoms in Daniel to be sure but is too personal to that alone.
Revelation 13:8

All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. 

Revelation 17:8

"The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and go to destruction And those who dwell on the earth, whose name has not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, will wonder when they see the beast, that he was and is not and will come.

He is the false Christ of the last times and is intimately connected with the last empire of the last times. [Daniel 2:40-45; 7:23-25; 8:22]  That empire is Rome.
The Sea:  There are a few possibilities but the best one seems to be that the ancient world believed the sea to be the source of satanic monster. [Job 26:12-13;  Psalm 74:13,14; 87:4; 89:9-10]  This view is consistent with the statements of John in 11:7 and 17:8 that 
Revelation 13:1c
having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.
The Horns:  Horns always symbolize authority and power in the Bible. 

I Sam. 2:1

Then Hannah prayed and said,
         "My heart exults in the LORD;
         My horn is exalted in the LORD,
         My mouth speaks boldly against my enemies,
         Because I rejoice in Your salvation.

I Sam. 2:10

"Those who contend with the LORD will be shattered;
         Against them He will thunder in the heavens,
         The LORD will judge the ends of the earth;
         And He will give strength to His king,
         And will exalt the horn of His anointed."

Jer. 48:25
"The horn of Moab has been cut off and his arm broken," declares the LORD.
The first century reader would have quickly understood this image.  It is representing ten authorities or powers, probably rulers or kings. The horns are mentioned first and the heads later.  God wants us to think about the horns and what they represent.   The Heads are also an important part of the beast.    According to Rev. 17 they represent world kingdoms but each head is on the same beast.  
Revelation 17

7And the angel said to me, "Why do you wonder? I will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. 

 8"The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and go to destruction And those who dwell on the earth, whose name has not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, will wonder when they see the beast, that he was and is not and will come. 

 9"Here is the mind which has wisdom The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits, 

 10and they are seven kings; five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; and when he comes, he must remain a little while. 

 11"The beast which was and is not, is himself also an eighth and is one of the seven, and he goes to destruction. 

 12"The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 

 13"These have one purpose, and they give their power and authority to the beast. 

The Seven Hills  probably represent ROME
The Seven Hills of Rome east of the Tiber form the heart of Rome. The Seven Hills of early-Rome were the Cermalus, Cispius, Fagutal, Oppius, Palatium, Sucusa, and Velia. They figure prominently into Roman mythology, religion, and politics; the original city was held by tradition to have been founded by Romulus on the Palatine Hill (Collis Palatinus). The other six of the Seven Hills of later-Rome are the Aventine Hill (Collis Aventinus), the Capitoline Hill (Collis Capitolinus), the Quirinal Hill (Collis Quirinalis), the Viminal Hill (Collis Viminalis), the Esquiline Hill (Collis Esquilinus), and the Caelian Hill (Collis Caelius).

One of the most famous references that possibly refers to the Seven Hills of Rome is the prophetic imagery of the Book of Revelation. Revelation 17 makes reference to the "great harlot" seated on "a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names, with seven heads and ten horns,"

There remains considerable hermeneutic disagreement among Biblical scholars as to which city and which kings this passage refers to. Protestants have long considered Revelation 17 to identify the papacy and the Roman Catholic Church, as the Cathedra (seat) of the Bishop of Rome; the Pope, is located at the Lateran Cathedral, which is on one of the seven hills of Rome
And they are Seven kings:
· Five have fallen; Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece.

· One is; Ancient Rome

· The other has not yet come; The rule of antichrist. It is represented here by the ten simultaneous kingdoms or the “ten horns.”

This fits with Daniel’s description in Chapter Seven. 

24'As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings. 

25'He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time. 
The Heads: 

Revelation 13
3I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast; 

 4they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?" 

The seventh head is probably the one in view here.  5 were already “history.” One was in existence at the time of the writing so it could be the sixth one or the seventh.  We can say now that it is the seventh because the head also represents an individual and not just a kingdom.  This is clearly seen when we look at 13:12
“He exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed.”

The vision is going back and forth between representing kingdoms or kings.  We can follow it with a little effort.  The seventh head is mortally wounded but somehow recovers.  The entire world is in awe of it and follows this king or leader.  Further more they are said to worship because he has such authority and power all of which was given to him by Satan.  Satan is riding the crest of his megalomaniacal wave.  He will never get closer to his dream than now. 
Revelation 13

5There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him. 

 6And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 

 7It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him. 

 8All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. 

Notice the time span in which he will rule the world. When we compare this 42 months with Daniel’s vision we see that they match precisely:
'He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time. 
Notice also the blaspheme.  This too matches up with Daniel’s vision. 

He makes war with the saints of God and kills them in both Daniel and Revelation.  These are the saints of the tribulation who have trusted Christ and repented under the preaching of the 144,000 and the two witnesses. 

He institutes a new religion .  This too compares perfectly to what Daniel has to say. 

Dan. 11:36-37

"Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which is decreed will be done. 

 "He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of women, nor will he show regard for any other god; for he will magnify himself above them all. 

Revelation 13:9,10
“If anyone has an ear, let him hear. If anyone is destined for captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints.”
God is saying to listen up.  What He has decreed to happen will happen regardless of our response to it personally.  
Conclusion: 
Satan on top of everything else is a master deceiver.  He intends to lure the entire world to worship him while spurning their own creator.  
Arthur Pink, in his detailed work, The Antichrist, 
· 
Do we read of Christ going forth to sow the "good seed" (Matt. 13:24), and then we also read of the enemy going forth to sow his "tares"--and imitation wheat (Matt. 13:25).  

· Do we read of "the children of God," then we  also read of "the children of the wicked one" (Matt. 13:38). 

· Do we read of God working in His children "both to will and to do of His good pleasure" (Phil. 2:13), and then we are also told that the Prince of the power of the air is "the spirit that now works  in the children of disobedience" (Eph. 2:2). 

· Do we read of the Gospel of God, then  we also read that Satan has a gospel--"Another gospel, which is not another" (Gal. 1:6, 7).  

· Did Christ appoint "apostles," then Satan has his "apostles" too (2 Cor. 11:13).  

· Are we told that "the Spirit searches all things, yea, the deep things of God" (1 Cor. 2:10), then Satan also provides his "deep things" (see Greek of Rev. 2:24).  

· Are we told that God, by His angel, will "seal" His servants in their foreheads (Rev. 7:3), so also we read that Satan,  by his angels, will set a "mark" in the "foreheads" of his devotees (Rev. 13:16).  

· Does the Father seek "worshippers" (John 4:23), so also does Satan (Rev. 13:4).  Did Christ quote scripture, so also did Satan (Matt. 4:6).  

· Is Christ  the Light of the world, then Satan also is transformed as an "angel of light" (2 Cor. 11:14).  

· Is Christ denominated "the lion of the tribe of Judah" (Rev. 5:5), then the Devil is also referred to as "a roaring lion" (1 Pet. 5:6).  

· Do we  read of Christ and "His angels" (Matt. 24:31), then we also read of the Devil and his angels" (Matt. 25:41). 

· Did Christ work miracles, so also will Satan (2 Thess. 2:9).  
· Is Christ seated upon a "Throne", so also will Satan be  (Rev. 2:13, Gk.). 
· Has Christ a Church, then Satan has his "synagogue" (Rev. 2:9).  
· Has Christ a "bride", then Satan  has his "whore" (Rev. 17:16).  Has God His "Vine", so has Satan (Rev. 14:19). 
· Does God have a city, the new  Jerusalem, then Satan has a city, Babylon (Rev. 17:5; 18:2). 
· Is there a "mystery of godliness" (1 Tim. 3:16), so also there is a "mystery of iniquity" (2 Thess. 2:7).  
· Does God have an only-begotten Son, so we read of "the Son of  Perdition" (2 Thess. 2:3).  
· Is Christ called "the Seed of the woman", then the Antichrist will be "the seed of the  serpent" (Gen. 3:15).  
· Is the Son of God the “Son of Man?” then the son of Satan will also be the “Man of Sin”  II Thess. 2:3.

This man will be Satan's and ultimate masterpiece of deception, but  will  nevertheless meet his doom in the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20: 20:10).
The Beast out of the Earth

The False Prophet

[Compare this chapter with Revelation 19:20]
Intro:

Satan is the master deceiver.  It is his defining characteristic.  Perhaps Jesus’ description of him in John 8:44 is most telling in that regard. 

John 8:44
"You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
Paul says he is usually in disguise.  

II Cor. 11:14-15

“No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds. 

 Deuteronomy 13

 1"If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 

 2and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,' 

 3you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 

 4"You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. 

 5"But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the LORD your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk So you shall purge the evil from among you.

Jeremiah 23 

16Thus says the LORD of hosts,
         "Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you 
         They are leading you into futility;
         They speak a vision of their own imagination,
         Not from the mouth of the LORD. 
Jeremiah 23 

21"I did not send these prophets,
         But they ran.
         I did not speak to them,
         But they prophesied. 

22"But if they had stood in My council,
         Then they would have announced My words to My people,
         And would have turned them back from their evil way
         And from the evil of their deeds.

So this is one thing we can count on.  Satan is not going to let you see what he is until God forces him to reveal his true character and identity. God reveals his identity to us but to the inhabitants of the earth He sends them a “strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.  
Revelation 13

 11Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb and he spoke as a dragon. 

 12He exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed. 

He is another beast of the same kind. allo qhrion He is not an institution or a country.  He is of the same basic type as the first beast.  Further proof of their more literal nature would be that both are seized in 19:20 and thrown into the lake of fire.  They were alive when this happened and they will not die there.

Revelation 19:20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.

He comes up out of the earth.  We have noticed earlier that the people of John’s day saw the sea as the haunt of demons.  The earth on the other hand was their haunt.  This guy will be more like them and less mysterious and evil appearing.  This is not an unheard of tactic on Satan’s part. 
Matt. 7:15

15"Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.
This simple description will enable him to more easily carry out his purpose, which is to seduce those who live on the earth into following Satan and his plans.  He is a “Kinder and Gentler Beast.” 
His appearance:  It is dual in nature. It is intended to deceive.   He looks like a lamb with two horns.  When Jesus the true lamb appears on Revelation 5:6 He is seen with seven horns.  

Revelation 5:6  6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.
Remember horns represent power and authority in the Scripture.  The beast from the earth appears as a lamb but not the Lamb upon the Throne.  His power is inferior to the beast from the sea who has ten horns.  
He speaks as a Dragon.  This is another point to tie him to the Beast from the Sea.  The Dragon in fact is behind the entire appearance and events of Chapter 13.  The Dragon is Satan and the other two persons here are directly tied to Him. 
Revelation 12:9   9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.
Revelation 13:12-14  12 He exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence. And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed.  13 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men.  14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has come to life.

What exactly does this Beast from the Earth do: 
· He fulfills the role of a prophet by pointing unbelieving men to worship the first beast.  This is blasphemy of the highest order and will receive a commensurate response from God. 

· He deceives men with signs and wonders.  This ability is actually a part of the judgment of God upon unbelievers.  At this point in the unfolding of the Tribulation  God has given many opportunities for men to repent and they have only hardened themselves against God. 

Revelation 9:20-21  20 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk;  21 and they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts.

Paul describes God’s part in this when he explained to the Thessalonians some of the chronological markers for the church and these things. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him,  2 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.  3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,  4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.

Paul’s exhortation was:  
· I don’t care what anybody says, You are not in the tribulation if this lawless man has not appeared.

· He will not appear until there is a complete apostasy or falling away of the church.

· This lawless man will be unlike any other in history.  They were concerned that maybe the Roman Caesar  was this guy, but he was not.  He will be bold beyond our imagination in his blasphemy. 
2 Thessalonians 2:5-12   5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?  6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed.  7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.  8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;  9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders,  10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.  11 For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false,  12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.

Paul’s encouragement was: 

· He is restrained until God decides to let him loose on mankind.

· His spirit is at work in the earth but he is still restrained

· He will be killed by God with impunity when he actually is allowed to appear.

· He will come in power, signs and false wonders. 

· He will deceive the lost

· Their deception will be part of God’s judgment on wicked and unbelieving men.

· As gracious as God is, He is not a chump or a buffoon, who will just endlessly overlook Satan and men’s rebellious rejection of His gracious and generous righteousness and love for them.  

What else does he do?
Revelation 13:16-18   16 And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead,  17 and he provides that no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name.  18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six. 

· He wields political power over all the inhabitants of the earth.

· He wields total economic power over the earth

· He enrolls and then claims ownership over the inhabitants of the earth. 

Review and Conclusion:
This beast is the main priest or prophet to the first beast who is himself the false Christ of the end time. 
The entire chapter is a counterfeit of the Christian age. J.A Seiss puts it this way, “All of chapter 13 is a parody of the Christian era, with a counterfeit trinity, a death and resurrection, and a universal church with its mark of membership.”

Robert Thomas points out the following parallels. 

The Beast and the prophet are Satan’s response to the true prophets in Chapter 11. Look at these similarities:

	Their Similarities
	The Two Witness [Rev. 11]
	The Two False Witnesses [Rev. 13]

	They have great authority to Represent their master. 
	Revelation 11:4  4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.


	Revelation 13:12  12 He exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence. And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed.

	They have Special Power over fire. 
	Revelation 11:5   5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire flows out of their mouth and devours their enemies; so if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this way.
	Revelation 13:13  13 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men.

	They have a Strong Connection with Resurrection Power.  This is the Strongest sign of power on the Earth. 
	Revelation 11:11   11 But after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God came into them, and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were watching them.
	Revelation 13:14-15  14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has come to life.  15 And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast would even speak and cause as many as do not worship the image of the beast to be killed.

	They have authority to persuade men of their master’s great and total power over them. 
	Revelation 11:5-6  5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire flows out of their mouth and devours their enemies; so if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this way.  6 These have the power to shut up the sky, so that rain will not fall during the days of their prophesying; and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with every plague, as often as they desire.
	Revelation 13:17   17 and he provides that no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name.

	They are able to persuade or direct men to worship the one they designate
	Revelation 11:13   13 And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.
	Revelation 13:15   15 And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast would even speak and cause as many as do not worship the image of the beast to be killed.


Satan is duplicating the trinity here. In this part of John’s revelation we see one arise who is later referred to as the “False Prophet.”  He is Satanic in origin and power and he tries to impersonate Jesus Christ.  He points all worship to the first Beast.  What we have hear is an “unholy trinity”  composed of Satan, The Anti-Christ and the False Prophet. 
· [The Dragon] Satan= God the Father

· The Beast out of the Sea= God the Son 

· The False Prophet [The Beast out of the Earth] = God the Spirit  

They will all three meet their end at the hands of almighty God. 
Revelation 19:20   20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.
Revelation 20:10   10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
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