Chapter Ten

The Angel and the Little Scroll

Chapter ten begins another intermission in the judgments of God that are falling upon the earth.  This pause runs through verse 14 of chapter 11 and will include the incident with the little scroll and the mighty angel, a recommissioning of John to continue the prophecy of the book and the revealing of the two witnesses.  

The first interlude occurs between the sixth and the seventh seal and includes sealing of the 144,000 and the great multitude of gentile saints who praise God continually.  Both accounts are in chapter seven.  There will be another such pause between the sixth and seventh bowl.  It is found in Revelation 16:15 where the angels gather together at Armageddon, the kings of the earth for one final battle. 

God uses these breaks in the action to communicate with those who have turned to Him during this tribulation and are still alive on the earth.  Here as at other times God demonstrates that He is still controlling the events that unfold.  The mighty angel is in control and the events that are about to resume are not random destruction but a planned assault on an unbelieving earth.  These events assure John that he is still under commission to prophecy and that God is still testifying to His own glory in the world.  

 Revelation 10

1Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars.

The “mighty angel” is said to be “another.”   We have seen mighty angels before in Rev. 5:2, but this one is said to be “another” angel.  He is like the one in 5:2 but not the same one.  Another one appears in Rev. 18:21 so we can say that there could be many who fall into this category.  

He bears some striking similarities to Christ in the description given by John.  His face and feet are like the description of Jesus in chapter 1:12-16.  The rainbow is often associated with appearances of God. [Cf. Rev. 4:3 and Ezek. 1:28]

Robert Thomas makes this observation about the possibility of identifying this angel as Christ.  “Unless this is an exception, Christ is never called an angel in Revelation, particularly “another of the same kind” [allon] and not unique.  When referring to the unique Son of God, the text is never ambiguous.  What absolutely forbids this angel being Christ is the oath sworn by the angel in 10:5-6, one that could never come from the lips of the second person of the Trinity.”

If this were Christ then the Greek would use the word “heteros” for “another.  This word means another of a different kind and would certainly be required in any description of Jesus. 

This angel is best understood to belong to a class known as “mighty angels.”  It is not required that this be Gabriel or Michael even though they too are “mighty” angels.  He is not Jesus for the reasons mentioned above and is not the angel of 5:2 because of the use of the word “another”.  He is sent for this specific purpose and his appearance is rather unusual and spectacular: 

“He was robed in a cloud,”

Clouds are often associated with judgment and the return of Christ in the Bible:

Revelation 1

7Look, he is coming with the clouds, 
      and every eye will see him, 
   even those who pierced him; 
      and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen.

Revelation 14

14I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one "like a son of man"[a] with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud,  "Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 16So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested.

“With a rainbow above his head;”

This is the same Greek word used in 4:3 to describe the halo around the throne of God.  If the cloud reminds the reader of judgment the rainbow instills thoughts of promise and mercy. God used it to confirm His covenant with Noah not to destroy the earth with a flood.  [Gen. 9:12-16] God is destroying the wicked from the earth but is also reclaiming His beloved Israel.  Malachi spoke of this day in his prophecy: 

Malachi 3

16 Then those who feared the LORD talked with each other, and the LORD listened and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the LORD and honored his name. 

    17 "They will be mine," says the LORD Almighty, "in the day when I make up my treasured possession.  I will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him. 18 And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not. 

Malachi 4
    1 "Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire," says the LORD Almighty. "Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2 But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall.

“His face was like the sun,” 

Like the angel in Rev. 18:1 this one also has a face that shines like the sun.  Moses’ face shone, but not in a way that would light up the entire world.  Paul told Timothy that God Himself “dwells in unapproachable light whom no man has seen or can see.” [I Tim. 6:16] This angel reflects the glory of God to be sure.  Light like this always reminds us of God Himself. 

“And his legs were like fiery pillars.”
Finally, we see these feet, which by their description must also include the legs of the mighty angel.  His legs resemble pillars of fire.  Fire speaks of judgment in the Bible but the allusion to the “pillars of fire” cannot help but remind God’s Israel, whom He is in the process of redeeming here, of His providential care for them in a similar time of peril in a hostile world.  

Revelation 10

2He was holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. 

What is this scroll?  Is it the one we first saw introduced in Chapter 5 or is it, because of its description as a “little scroll,” an altogether different one?  It is certainly reminiscent of the Scroll that God gave to Ezekiel. 

Ezekiel 2

9 Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, 10 which he unrolled before me. On both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe. 

Ezekiel 3

    1 And he said to me, "Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak to the house of Israel." 2 So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. 

    3 Then he said to me, "Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it." So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth

The similarities are striking. John like Ezekiel is announcing the judgment of God to Israel and calling them to repentance.  Such tasks take their toll on the prophet.  Those who love God always love His Word.  Even the most unwelcome declarations of judgment are sweet in the mouths of those who love His Word.  Nevertheless, the reality of what is about to occur because men will not call upon God is a bitter thing.  Although we did not read it in the passage above Ezekiel too experienced the bitterness. 

Ezekiel 3

The Spirit then lifted me up and took me away, and I went in bitterness and in the anger of my spirit, with the strong hand of the LORD upon me.
Here in Ezekiel we also notice that, like the scroll of Revelation 5, this one is also written on both sides.  The “little scroll” is the Greek diminutive form of the word for scroll or book.  This would, at first glance, appear to distinguish it from the scroll of Revelation 5 except for the fact 10:8 clearly refers to this same “little scroll” with the regular Greek word for book and not the diminutive.  Rev. 10:8 is obviously talking about the same scroll as verse two.  We see then that both words are use to describe it and the second word is the same word as used in Revelation 5:1,2.  

In chapter five the scroll is sealed and only the Lamb is worthy to open it.  Chapter 6 describes the opening of the first six seals.  By the time we reach Rev. 8:1 the scroll is fully open.  This then is what John describes:  He saw and described a mighty angel coming down out of heaven.  In his hand was a small scroll that was opened.  “Opened” in the Greek speaks of the scroll “having been opened.”  

“The use of the perfect participle…emphasizes the idea of the scroll being opened: having been opened, it is to remain open.  That further identifies it with the now fully unrolled scroll of 5:1.”  John MacArthur Jr.

Revelation 10

He planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 3and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion. When he shouted, the voices of the seven thunders spoke. 4And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down."

The angel appears gigantic enough to John that he is able to place one foot on the sea and the other on the land.  Most commentators see this as a symbolic gesture. “By planting his feet on sea and land, the angel displays his purpose to take possession of both.”  Robert Thomas   “This action of the angel demonstrates God’s sovereign authority to judge the entire earth, which He will soon take back from the usurper, Satan.  Paul wrote, “The Earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains. [I Cor. 10:26]” John MacArthur Jr. There is precedence in Scripture for this type of symbolism.  
Deuteronomy 11

24 Every place where you set your foot will be yours: Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the Euphrates River to the western sea.

The symbol is made all the more emphatic by its repetition in 10:5 and again in 10:8

Revelation 10

3and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion.  When he shouted, the voices of the seven thunders spoke.
After planting his feat he begins to speak with the voice of a lion.  Lions are fearsome creatures.  They roar, as they are about to kill their prey.  The shocking nature of their voice and its shear volume will paralyze the victim for the moment necessary to pounce. Along with this is the thunder, which is also a harbinger of wrath and judgment.  Anyone in Israel familiar with their Scripture will recognize this as symbolic of impending judgment. 

Jeremiah 25

30 "Now prophesy all these words against them and say to them: 
       " 'The LORD will roar from on high; 
       he will thunder from his holy dwelling 
       and roar mightily against his land. 
       He will shout like those who tread the grapes, 
       shout against all who live on the earth.

Joel 3

16 The LORD will roar from Zion 
       and thunder from Jerusalem; 
       the earth and the sky will tremble. 
       But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, 
       a stronghold for the people of Israel.
Revelation 10

4And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down."

The thunder was more than noise.  It may have been the voice of God Himself.  

Psalm 18

13 The LORD thundered from heaven; 
       the voice of the Most High resounded.

Whatever it was, it had content and not just noise because John was about to write it down in obedience to the original mandate given him by God in Chapter 1:10, “write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches,” when a voice from heaven told him not to.  We do not know why God would show John this and then forbid him to tell us.  Daniel had a similar experience. 

Daniel 8

26 "The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant future."
Daniel 12

9 He replied, "Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end.

Paul had something like this happen to him.

II Cor. 12

3And I know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows— 4was caught up to paradise. He heard inexpressible things; things that man is not permitted to tell.

We need to content ourselves with the revealed things.  They are enough and they are ours to pass on to our children. 

Deuteronomy 29

29 The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.

Job 37

5 God's voice thunders in marvelous ways; 
       he does great things beyond our understanding.

The scroll is now fully opened.  John will soon be instructed to take it from the mighty angel but for now it lies open for creation to see.  “The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals." [Rev. 5:5]  As He opens the seals one by one He begins to devastate the earth and loosen Satan’s hold on what is rightfully His.  Everything in chapters 5 and on speaks to this systematic destruction of the enemies of God and the usurpers of His rule. 

Although this angel is not Christ he comes in stunning splendor.  His garments and behavior bespeak the judgment of God on the Earth.  His possession of the scroll gives him authority that comes from the throne of God.  It is open now because Jesus,

Revelation 5

“came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9And they sang a new song: 
   "You are worthy to take the scroll 
      and to open its seals, 
   because you were slain, 
      and with your blood you purchased men for God 
      from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
    10You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 
      and they will reign on the earth."    
Every image and word of this chapter tells us that God owns His creation.  It may lie in spiritual and moral ruin today, but Jesus has conquered and will restore His creation to its intended splendor.  What a blessed day we live in.  We may worship Him now because He has revealed Himself from heaven through His Holy Scripture. 

Revelation 5

11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud voice they sang: 
   "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
   to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
   and honor and glory and praise!"

13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: 
   "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
   be praise and honor and glory and power, 
         for ever and ever!" 14The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped.

Revelation 10

5Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven. 6And he swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it,

The act of vowing:  Jesus did teach that we were not to swear oaths but this was in a very narrow context.  This is what He said:  

Matthew 5

34But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.

The Pharisees and Scribes had a legal system of oaths like everything else.  It was almost ridiculously childish when you really stop and consider what they were doing.  They were designating certain things to “swear oaths” by.  When they swore oaths by the proper thing then their credibility could not be questioned.  It was a way of putting an end to the dispute and actually allowed them to deceive people because the veracity of things sworn in a certain way could simply not be questioned. Jesus condemned this practice soundly and explains it in greater detail later in Matthew’s gospel.

Matthew 23
"Woe to you, blind guides! You say, 'If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' 17You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? 18You also say, 'If anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gift on it, he is bound by his oath.' 19You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20Therefore, he who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21And he who swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. 22And he who swears by heaven swears by God's throne and by the one who sits on it.

Abraham [Gen. 21:25-31], David [I Sam. 20:12-17], and Paul all took oaths [Acts 18:18].  Jesus was condemning the practice of dragging God into our lies and deceptions. That is never to be done.

The object of the vow:  This mighty Angel is a creationist.  He knows that God in heaven created all things.  This is a sobering vow.  As he swears this oath to God he raises his right hand toward heaven where God dwells.  The scroll is lying open in his hand so we imagine the scroll to be in his left hand. [Cf. vs. 8]  The angel now hails the God of the universe before pronouncing his oath. 

He lives forever:  God is eternal in His being.  He is without beginning or end.  Time is His creation and He exists outside of it.  This simple statement affirms God as the source of all life.  He is the uncaused cause of all that lives. 

He created heaven and the things in it:  I have always been amazed at the unbelief of many within the professing church in our age.  Our fear of unbelievers has left us either cowering in front of or angry with them.  They have intimidated many into silence with a type of wisdom that has no actual scientific content.  Everything man knows for sure can more readily be explained by our Loving Creator than by any random process.  Nevertheless countless “Christians” cannot see the assertions of Scripture.  God says He created the universe and this mighty angel affirms it in his vow. He leaves no room for anything to exist outside the creative power of the God of Heaven.  “He created the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it:”    

Note these statements by Paul.  He too knew this splendid aspect of God’s Nature:

Acts 14

15"Men, why are you doing this? We too are only men, human like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them.

Acts 17

22Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. 

    24"The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. 25And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. 26From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.

Our God is The Creator God.

The vow itself: The actual vow is pretty simple.  God has run out of patience with mankind’s ruthless wickedness and hatred.  Even today men do not think God will really do this thing.  They point to the fact that nothing has happened so far, why should it happen now or in the future?  

2 Peter 3

    3First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." 5But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 

The martyrs under the throne wanted to hear this vow in Rev. 8:3-5. It is brief yet profound: 

Revelation 10

"There will be no more delay! 7But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets."

God is going to carry out “in the days” ahead the consummation of all the prophecies He has announced to His prophets.   God is so certain in this statement that He actually uses a form of the verb “accomplished” that could be translated “will have been fulfilled.”  God is looking ahead but seeing the fulfillment of His Word as already done.  

The mystery of God:  In the Scripture a “mystery” is not something that cannot be known but just the contrary.  It is something that God has chosen to reveal that was previously unknown.  Examples are: 

Matthew 13

11Jesus answered them, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted

 7For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only  he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. 25I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in.

I Cor. 15:51

51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—

II Thess. 2:7

 7For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.

His servants the prophets:  Our God is a “promise keeping” God.  The covenants He made with Israel and revealed often through the prophets were rejected in the days of the prophets and are forgotten in our day.  

Jeremiah 7

They went backward and not forward. 25 From the time your forefathers left Egypt until now, day after day, again and again I sent you my servants the prophets. 26 But they did not listen to me or pay attention. 

Even much of the church does not believe that God will keep them even though Paul clearly asserted He would.    

Romans 11

    1I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. 2God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don't you know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah—how he appealed to God against Israel: 3"Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only one left, and they are trying to kill me"? 4And what was God's answer to him? "I have reserved for myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal."

God’s faithfulness to His Elect is unparalleled. What He has promised Israel He will certainly bring to pass.  Our God is a covenant keeping God. 

Dear Friends, we would know nothing at all about God if He had not chosen to reveal Himself to us.  When we really ponder this, we realize that God Himself is…. “A Mystery.”  Everything that has ever been revealed to man was the work of His kindness to us.  His speaking to Adam and Eve, the grace extended to Noah, the sending of the prophets and the Inspired Scripture, all allow lowly men to behold the Glory of God and worship Him in majesty.  Our God is a self-revealing God. 

The angel is specific as well as brief.  With the sounding of the seventh trumpet God is going to conclude everything that He has ever said.  It will be “the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth.”   Eph. 1:10   It will come to pass as the prophet said, 
Habakkuk 2

14"… the earth will be filled
         With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD,
         As the waters cover the sea.

The seventh angel will sound his trumpet and John will hear the voices saying, 

 "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 
 and he will reign for ever and ever."  Revelation 11:15      Our God will Reign.
In verses 8-11 God recommissions John to continue the prophecy.  The Lord knows just when to renew our vision of service for Him.  The sheer magnitude of proclaiming Christ to a lost world wears a person down.  John has been both a participant and a spectator in the unfolding of the Glory of God to His creation.  He has been caught up into heaven and now he is back on the earth watching events take place there.  The first part of chapter ten John “watches.”  Now God calls him again to “participate” in the events as He reconfirms His purpose for His life. 

Revelation 10

8Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: "Go, take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land."
John hears the voice from verse 4 speaking again.  This is the one that told him to seal up what the seven thunders had said.  This is an authoritative voice.  Just as he obeyed it before he now complies with the command to go and take the scroll.  Several things are worthy of note here. 

John is told to “go, take the scroll.”   This scroll is further described as lying open in the angel’s hand.  Christ alone has unsealed the entire scroll and now one of His messengers is holding it open for the entire creation to see.  As we approach the final set of judgments upon the earth the angel reminds us that this entire prophecy is an uncovering or a revealing of Christ and His Word. 

Revelation 1

    1The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.

The angel once again is demonstrating his total dominance of the entire creation as he is said “for the third time” to be standing on the “land and the sea.”  

John is no doubt exhausted by what he has seen so far.  Remember, he actually saw all these events.  He only told us about them but he saw one third of the earth die, along with all the other plagues to date.  Believe me when I say that even the relatively minor way in which a preacher enters experientially into the reality of the Scripture can be draining.  God chooses to strengthen John with the Word of God for the task that still remains. 

Revelation 10

9So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, "Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey."

The text here indicates that John left where he was standing [his place as a spectator on the earth] and now goes to the angel, in obedience to God’s command, and asks for the scroll.  The angel gives it to him with the instruction to eat it and the warning that it will be “a bitter pill to swallow.”  

The word “eat” implies a complete eating.  We might say even to the point of “digesting” the scroll.  We still use similar terminology today when we say that we “digested” the arguments of a book or “internalized” some outward knowledge. 

The word “bitter” is actually a word, which means “sharp.”  It can be used to describe a sound that startles us or a taste that makes you want to spit it out.  The angelic warning is that once John internalizes the Word of God the initial joy of receiving it will shock him. 

At least two other prophets of God recorded the same reaction to their call to make God’s Word know.  I can testify with Christian preachers since the time of Paul that the more pointedly the proclamation and understanding of God the more bitter is the expectation of judgment and the grief over man’s unbelief.  

Ezekiel 2

9 Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, 10 which he unrolled before me. On both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe. 

Ezekiel 3

    1 And he said to me, "Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak to the house of Israel." 2 So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. 

    3 Then he said to me, "Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it." So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth….The Spirit then lifted me up and took me away, and I went in bitterness and in the anger of my spirit, with the strong hand of the LORD upon me.
Jeremiah 15

15 You understand, O LORD; 
       remember me and care for me. 
       Avenge me on my persecutors. 
       You are long-suffering—do not take me away; 
       think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. 

    16 When your words came, I ate them; 
       they were my joy and my heart's delight, 
       for I bear your name, 
       O LORD God Almighty. 

    17 I never sat in the company of revelers, 
       never made merry with them; 
       I sat alone because your hand was on me 
       and you had filled me with indignation. 

    18 Why is my pain unending 
       and my wound grievous and incurable? 
       Will you be to me like a deceptive brook, 
       like a spring that fails? 

    19 Therefore this is what the LORD says: 
       "If you repent, I will restore you 
       that you may serve me; 
       if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, 
       you will be my spokesman. 
       Let this people turn to you, 
       but you must not turn to them. 

Revelation 10

10I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. 11Then I was told, "You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings."

Before John speaks he must experience the Word of God.  There are many today who teach with the taste of honey in their mouth, but have not let the Word enter the stomach and begin its full work.  God is a great, majestic and totally awesome God.  He is too great to be reduced to a kind of cosmic grandparent who grants our every wish and never acts in justice toward mankind.   John is given new strength for the task.  He will complete it because he is energized and emboldened by the Word of the Living God.  No one is ever the same who has “taken and eaten.”  God is only authentically experienced in this fullness.  John describes it in His first epistle when he said, 

1 John 3

    1How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies Himself, just as he is pure. 

    4Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 

    7Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. 9No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. 
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