 Chapter Sixteen

The Seven Final Plagues

Introduction:  These are the final demonstrations of God’s wrath toward the wicked.  
Revelation 15:8   8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power; and no one was able to enter the temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.

God is secluded now.  He has will not be approached until He is done with this final judgment.  Such things are out of character for God.  You should try to understand that God takes no pleasure in such things.  They must be done because sin is rampant.  The evil in the world destroys everything of value.  There is death, sickness, pain, grief, hatred, murder, fear, sickness and torture.  God cannot leave such things to run wild forever.  God is primarily merciful and full of kindness.  This is the message of the Bible.  But He is also just and in order for God to extend us any kind of meaningful mercy He must destroy sin and deliver us from its penalty and power.  A mercy extended that does not ultimately crush sin is very insufficient for our eternal joy.
Plague One:  The angel pours out the first bowl specifically upon those who have taken the mark of the beast.  It does not appear to be fatal, but when we consider the nature of the sores and the events that follow in rapid succession I think we can conclude that this is the prelude to death for the wicked. 
Revelation 16:1-2 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple, saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God."  2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth; and it became a loathsome and malignant sore on the people who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his image.  
The loud voice:  This is the voice of God because it comes from the temple and there is no one in the temple except God at this time.    

Loathsome and malignant sores:    They are evil or bad in nature [kakos] and create great hardship [ponhros] for the people who receive them.  They cause the person to toil with them. They are wearisome.  They are probably ulcer type sores.  They could be a type of cancerous tumor.   Whatever they actually are, it can be said with certainty that they are sever and painful to endure.  
The people who had the mark:  This is a very targeted plague.  It is intended to be personal between God and those who worshipped the beast and his image. 

Plague Two:  
Revelation 16:3   3 The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became blood like that of a dead man; and every living thing in the sea died.

Into the Sea:  This is entirely universal here.  God is dealing with the inhabitants of the earth and not a specific country [like the first Egyptian plague cf. Ex. 7:19].  Not only that, but this one strikes the seas and not just the rivers and streams. 
Blood like a dead man:  This is the kind of thing that makes you a little queasy when you ponder it.  God will change the sea into putrid, rotting, coagulated blood.  The stench will be beyond imagination and in short order the decay of every living thing in it will join the already horrific sight.  
Every living thing is the sea died:  Again a universal judgment.  Ecologists have been saying for some time that if the sea dies so will life on earth.  If they are right then they will know from this second plague that they are about to witness the end of life on earth without God. 
Note:  God will not ultimately tolerate idols of any kind.  In the plagues of Egypt He struck at their idols.  As He reclaims the Earth He strikes at the idols of modern man.  Men worship the Earth.  We even have a day to worship and honor her.  We have no such universal day for God.  God does not worship His own creation and He will not allow men to do it unchecked forever.  
Plague Three:  

Revelation 16:4-7  4 Then the third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of waters; and they became blood.  5 And I heard the angel of the waters saying, "Righteous are You, who are and who were, O Holy One, because You judged these things;  6 for they poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and You have given them blood to drink. They deserve it."  7 And I heard the altar saying, "Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments."

Rivers and springs became blood:   There is now no water on the earth.  It does not take a genius to figure out how grave this situation is.  The life in the sea is dead and the life on land is soon to follow. 
Righteous are you:  We could wonder if this is righteous.  It is unspeakable in its magnitude and the suffering is unimaginable. Is this just.  The angel affirms that it is.    
A word about justice.  We may look at this chapter aghast.  It seems brutal and even cruel.   But consider this: This judgment is linked to the overwhelming offenses of the world toward God.  Not only have they hated Him personally, but they have tortured and murdered His chosen ones, both Jew and Christian, with relish and joy.  When God sent His own Son to them they hated and murdered Him as well, a man with no sin or guile.  The magnitude of the world’s atrocities in the sight of God is seen in this chapter.  Because God is just, He is administering an appropriate and righteous vengeance to the world for their wickedness.   

True and righteous are Your judgments: The angels and the altar agree: “God is righteous and just.  The vengeance meted out on the earth is appropriate for their offense. 

Hebrews 10:26-31  26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.  28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE."  31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Remember this also:  Men do know about the justice and power of God. They just choose to suppress that knowledge. 

Romans 1:21-22 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,
Plague Four:  

Revelation 16:8-9 8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl upon the sun, and it was given to it to scorch men with fire.  9 Men were scorched with fierce heat; and they blasphemed the name of God who has the power over these plagues, and they did not repent so as to give Him glory.

Scorch men with fire: The sun will be so intense that it will be like fire to be exposed to it.  Add to this that there is now no water anywhere upon the earth.  This is one of the main reasons that we believe that these plagues will take place in rapid sequence.  There will not be long drawn out periods of time.  They may all be completed in several days.  No men will live more than a few days under these kinds of conditions.  
Blasphemed the name of God:  This will be the response of man to God.  The men on the earth know exactly who is doing this to them.  They are not blaming “global warming” or “greenhouse gases.”  They blaspheme the name of “God.”  Again, all men know God.  God insists that this is true and when the final day comes men will know that it is God they are dealing with. They are now fully given over to the “Antichrist” and his ways.  
Revelation 13:5-6 5 There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him.  6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven.

Did not repent so as to give Him glory:  All men have one of two responses to tribulation.  They turn to God or away from Him.  Some men did repent at the great earthquake of chapter 11. 

Revelation 11:13  13 And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.

But now, God has refined His judgment to the point that there are no men left who will respond.  God has closed Himself off in the temple almost as if to prohibit any approach to Him.  Men have chosen definitively now and they will never repent. Do not waste your sympathy on these people.  God says that His judgment is altogether just here.  God has made Himself known to men.  When they say otherwise they are lying.  I know this is true because God says it is so and because I can remember lying about God and my relationship to Him when asked before I was saved.  Paul made all this vivid in Romans One. 
Romans 1:19-22 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.  21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,

Plague Five:  

Revelation 16:10-11   10 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became darkened; and they gnawed their tongues because of pain,  11 and they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores; and they did not repent of their deeds.
Poured out his bowl on the throne: The throne is intended to describe the worldwide kingdom of the antichrist.  The bowl may well be dumped right on the spot from where this tyrant governs, but the effects will be upon the whole of his kingdom.  
The Prophets speak of the “Day of the Lord” in exactly these terms. 

Joel 2:1-2 Blow a trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, For the day of the LORD is coming; Surely it is near,  2 A day of darkness and gloom, A day of clouds and thick darkness. As the dawn is spread over the mountains, So there is a great and mighty people; There has never been anything like it, Nor will there be again after it To the years of many generations.
Joel 3:14-15   14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.  15 The sun and moon grow dark And the stars lose their brightness.
Zephaniah 1:14-15 14 Near is the great day of the LORD, Near and coming very quickly; Listen, the day of the LORD! In it the warrior cries out bitterly.  15 A day of wrath is that day, A day of trouble and distress, A day of destruction and desolation, A day of darkness and gloom, A day of clouds and thick darkness,
They gnawed their tongues:  They just kept chewing on their own tongues because of the pain that they are in.  These people are now diseased, dehydrated, desiccated and darkened.  In this condition they continue to blaspheme God from their total darkness.  

They blasphemed the God of heaven:  They used these same chewed up tongues to blaspheme God.  This, coupled with what they do next is the ultimate defiance of God.  This is “to speak reproachfully, rail at, revile” It is the ultimate human insult to the God who created all things.  It is almost beyond imagination, but….Do not men do it a thousand times over every day in this present age?  God is blamed for suffering not the sin and wickedness of man.  God’s creation is mocked as if God Himself were a doddering old man too weak or incompetent to hear or act.  Millions of the babies He creates in His image are slaughtered every year.  His servants are scoffed at and His chosen people are the most hated on the planet.  How many years can this type of thing go on before the “God of Heaven” rights the boat?  
They did not repent of their deeds. In one final act of hatred toward God they refuse to repent of anything that they do.  They affirm that they are right and God is wrong.  They are just and God is unjust. They are light and God is darkness.  This is the ultimate convoluted expression of self-righteousness.  It all reaches its pinnacle right here. 
Isaiah 5:20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!
Plague Six: 

The Euphrates dries up:  Interestingly, John makes a point of the water that was in the river.  Until now we might have imagined that all water sources on the planet have been turned into this putrid, decaying “bloodlike” gel.  The opening verses of chapter sixteen indicate that these final plagues are only on those who have taken the mark of the beast. 
Revelation 16:12-16 12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river, the Euphrates; and its water was dried up, so that the way would be prepared for the kings from the east.  

Revelation 16:1-2 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple, saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God."  2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth; and it became a loathsome and malignant sore on the people who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his image.
This makes sense when we consider that there are still alive on the earth at this time, men who have not taken the mark.  Some of them will survive to enter the Kingdom of Christ.  Not many, but some.  Jesus indicates their survival when He taught on the Mount of Olives in Matthew 24: 
Matthew 24:38-41  38 "For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  39 and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.  40 "Then there will be two men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.  41 "Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be left.
If this is intended, as Jesus said, to be like the flood then we know that the ones taken are taken to judgment.  The ones left are left for salvation and blessing.  Noah and his family were left and began a new life on a different earth.  One devoid of evil.  So it will be with those who survive until the end of the tribulation while still refusing to worship the beast or take his mark.  
Three unclean spirits:  In a final burst of anti-Semitic furor, the world will gather itself to destroy Israel.  Little do they realize that they are actually being summoned there by God Himself.  Invited to their own funeral as it were.  And what is more this is not at all the first time that God has done something like this.  
Revelation 16:13-14 13 And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; 14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.
1 Kings 22:19-23   19 Micaiah said, "Therefore, hear the word of the LORD. I saw the LORD sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by Him on His right and on His left.  20 "The LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab to go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?' And one said this while another said that.  21 "Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD and said, 'I will entice him.'  22 "The LORD said to him, 'How?' And he said, 'I will go out and be a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.' Then He said, 'You are to entice him and also prevail. Go and do so.'  23 "Now therefore, behold, the LORD has put a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; and the LORD has proclaimed disaster against you."

The Lord has made geological changes to facilitate their coming and now he allows lying spirits of demons to delude them into actually believing that they can destroy God’s chosen people and Messiah. 

Armageddon:  

Revelation 16:16   16 And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.

Literally “The Mountain of Megiddo.”  This is the valley to the north of Jerusalem.  The Nebuchadnezzar gathered there for the siege of Jerusalem.  Josiah was defeated by Pharaoh there and the Romans staged their battle for Jerusalem in 70 AD in this very spot.  It is a cross roads of nations and a place for wars.  They are said to gather there not fight there.  They will actually move south and attack Jerusalem.  

Joel 3:2 2 I will gather all the nations And bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judgment with them there On behalf of My people and My inheritance, 

The valley of Jehosaphat lies between the Eastern Gate and the Mount of Olives.  There Christ the Messiah of Israel will destroy the armies of the Antichrist.  
Joel 3:12-17 12 Let the nations be aroused And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations.  13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.  14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.  15 The sun and moon grow dark And the stars lose their brightness.  16 The LORD roars from Zion And utters His voice from Jerusalem, And the heavens and the earth tremble. But the LORD is a refuge for His people And a stronghold to the sons of Israel.  17 Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, Dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain. So Jerusalem will be holy, And strangers will pass through it no more.
Plague Seven:  

Unlike the other sets of plagues, the seventh bowl does not introduce another round of judgment.  Instead this contains the final and definitive destruction of evil on the earth.  This is a geological, political, and human judgment.  One can almost hear the cosmos sigh in relief as we come to the end of this horrific judgment.  
Revelation 16:17 17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl upon the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple from the throne, saying, "It is done."  
"It is done": Just like John had seen, this is the end of God’s judgment on the earth.  The Seventh Bowl is expanded in chapters 17 and 18.  The events of the next two chapters take place in these 5 verses and with it the outpouring of the wrath of God ends. 
Lightning, thunder and earthquakes: This is the greatest display of its type since creation began.  It is not possible to imagine it.  It will not be local but worldwide.   

Revelation 16:18  18 And there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such as there had not been since man came to be upon the earth, so great an earthquake was it, and so mighty.

Seal seven and trumpet seven had these as well.

Revelation 8:5   5 Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake.

Revelation 11:19   19 And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His covenant appeared in His temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a great hailstorm.

This will not be like those quakes and storms. This is the last one.  The ultimate one. 
Haggai 2:6-8   6 "For thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Once more in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land.  7 'I will shake all the nations; and they will come with the wealth of all nations, and I will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD of hosts.  8 'The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine,' declares the LORD of hosts.

Hebrews 12:26-29  26 And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, "YET ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN."  27 This expression, "Yet once more," denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, so that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.  28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; 29 for our God is a consuming fire.
Jerusalem will be split into three parts:  This event will alter the geography of the entire known world.  
Revelation 16:19 19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.

It starts with Jerusalem because Jesus is returning here at about this moment.  Christ return to fight will also initiate these unbelievable geological upheavals. 
Zechariah 14:3-4 3 Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.  4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.
Babylon the great was remembered:   Babylon is the city of the Antichrist. Her destruction is dealt with in more detail in the next 2 chapters. This is the fulfillment of a promise that God made to the earth.  Do not follow the beast!  There is clear warning of the consequences. 
Revelation 14:8-10 8 And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality."  9 Then another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

Revelation 16:20  20And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.

The geological upheaval will eliminate all the mountains of the world.  This is probably why the islands disappear as well.  They are mountains in the sea that stick out of the water. 

“The gentle rolling topography of the world as originally created will be restored.  No more will there be great inaccessible, uninhabitable mountain ranges or deserts or ice caps.  The physical environment of the millennium will be, in large measure, a restoration of the antediluvian environment.”  Henry Morris, The Revelation Record, 321

Hundred pound hailstones:  The Greek word for “talent” was a weight that a man could carry. It was therefore between 90 and 125 pounds.  
Revelation 16:21 21 And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, came down from heaven upon men; and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, because its plague was extremely severe.  

The largest hailstones ever recorded weighed 2 pounds.  These are 50 times bigger and will kill anyone they hit.  The only people who escape this judgment will be ones God wants to escape.  The time to escape is now.  We need to plead with men to turn to Christ and pray that the Spirit of God will open their eyes to see the truth of His Word.  All these things will come to pass.  Men will finally see that they are not independent of God. Every breath is a gift from God.  Oh that men would worship and glorify Him now,
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