Chapter Six

The Beginning of the Tribulation!

Starting in chapter six God reveals His intention for the judgment of the world and the definitive destruction of evil.  You will recall that Gabriel told Daniel that, 

"Seventy 'sevens' are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.”  Daniel 9:24
The actual fulfillment of these great promises accompany the completion of the 70 ‘sevens’ or 490 years to which the angel of Daniel nine refers.  As we have often previously noted, only 69 ‘sevens’ or 483 of the 490 years were actually ever completed.  Messiah was in fact “cut off” and the ruler of the Romans did in fact come and “destroy the city and the sanctuary” at the end of 483 years. Daniel 9:26
All the events of the first five chapters of Revelation have been introductory to the beginning of Daniel’s 70th week. It begins in chapter six.  Let us just do a quick review of what we have learned so far so that we might get a sense of the chronology of the Scripture here. 

Review of Revelation Chapters One Through Four
Chapter One:  Jesus reveals Himself in all His glory to John on the Island of Patmos.  Jesus commanded John to write the things he was seeing and the things which he would soon see. John recognized Jesus because he had previously seen Him in Glory on the Mount of Transfiguration.  

Mark 9

   1And he said to them, “I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come with power.” 2After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.

Chapters Two and Three:  These two chapters record Jesus’ evaluation of and advice to the churches of His day.  They were directed to seven actual churches in seven real cities that were well known in John’s day.  Each letter concludes with an exhortation for any who can hear to listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.  Clearly, Jesus intended for all His churches to take to heart His message to them.  

Chapter Four:   At the close of the seventh letter a most extraordinary event takes place.  John is called up into heaven after clearly seeing a door opened for him to enter.  Until this time all the events have taken place in John’s day and on the Earth.  Chapter Four is a clear transition to the future and John’s going into heaven bodily is indicative of the rapture of the church.  Once in heaven, John sees the throne of God with the church and the four living creatures worshiping before it.  The church is now safely home in the presence of God and has received her reward as indicated by the golden victor’s crowns that she casts at the feet of her great God.  

John 14

1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

Chapter Five:  Following the scene of home-coming and worship in chapter four, John witness the preparations for the great judgment that will fall upon the whole earth.  On the throne is one who holds a scroll with seven seals.  The IVP Bible Commentary makes the following observation about the scroll: 

“Legal documents were sealed, often with seven seals imprinted with the attestations of seven witnesses. (The wax seals would have to be broken to loose the strings beneath them, which wrapped the scroll and guaranteed that it had not been opened and thus altered.) This form was used for contract deeds and wills; it became increasingly common in Roman documents of the period, and some Palestinian Jewish documents of this sort have been recovered. Scrolls were normally written on only one side of a papyrus sheet, reserving the outside for the title or address; but this scroll is particularly full and written on both sides (cf. Ezek 2:9-10). The writing side was called the recto, where the fibers were horizontal and easier for writing; the verso was used only when the recto had inadequate space. Documents written on both sides are rare enough to have a technical name, an opisthograph.”  [IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament]

John MacArthur notes: “Christ received from God the Father a scroll sealed with seven seals until opened by the One with authority to do so.  The scroll contained the title deed to the earth.  Unlike normal title deeds, it did not contain a description of Christ’s inheritance, but rather details how He will execute His reclaiming of what is rightfully His.”  

Again the IVP Commentary makes this final observation regarding the scroll:

“Although Revelation is full of "sevens," it may be significant that Roman wills were normally sealed with seven seals; seals on legal documents guaranteed that no one had opened or tampered with them. A will could not be opened until the death of the person whose will it was could be attested; if a will is in view here, it is significant that it is the lamb who has been slain who is worthy to open it. (The book may well be the lamb's book of life; cf. 3:5; 20:12.) At any rate, under Roman law a document was valid only when the addressee had received it; it is thus ready to take effect.”  [IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament]

The scroll is clearly a legal document.  Wills and deeds were both sealed up this way at the time of John’s writing.  What the scroll contains will be revealed for us in chapter six.  That it is now delivered successfully into the hand of the one person in creation that can open it is beyond question.  If it is a will, it contains Christ’s inheritance and His inheritance is the Universe and the Earth in particular.  Thus It can be seen to be both a will and the “title deed to the Earth.”

Hebrews 1

1In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
The Seal Judgments:

The first six seals represent six divine judgments that will be poured out on the Earth during the entire tribulation period.  The exact chronology of Revelation can be discovered without great difficulty but we are not to imagine that the seven seals occur followed by the 7 trumpets [Rev. 8:1-11:19] and then the seven bowls [Rev. 16:1-21].  In fact, the seventh seal [8:1] contains the seven trumpet judgments and the seventh trumpet [11:15] contains the seven bowl judgments.  

Because we are going verse by verse through Revelation rather than chronologically, we will be “backtracking” from time to time.  The Holy Spirit chose to reveal these things in this order rather than chronologically so we are not always able to discern the chronology precise accuracy.  We could look at these three series of judgments as three different accounts of the same story.  Each one emphasizes different aspects but each one recounts the story of the God’s intention “to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.” Daniel 9:24   The three accounts of judgment, seals, trumpets and bowls, could be understood the way we understand the gospels.  It all is true, it all happened, but it is not all recorded in the same way or from the same point of view.  

Revelation 6

1I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.

Jesus, having taken the scroll from the hand of the Father in chapter five now opens the first seal.  The scene is still the same as the one of Chapters four and five.  John is in heaven and is observing the events as they unfold.  As the Lamb opens the first four seals, The Four Creatures in turn summon four horses.  These are the four renowned “horseman of the apocalypse.”  Horses are usually associated with war and judgment.

Proverbs 21

31The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but victory rests with the Lord.  

Jer. 6:23
23 They are armed with bow and spear; 

    they are cruel and show no mercy. 

    They sound like the roaring sea 

    as they ride on their horses; 

    they come like men in battle formation 

    to attack you, O Daughter of Zion."

The First Seal [The White Horse]:  This is not Christ.  There would certainly be some reason to think of this as parallel to chapter 19:11 where it says: 

“I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war”

This rider, however is sent forth by Christ, who is the one opening the seals.  Not only that but he is given a victor’s crown [stephanos], while Christ wears many royal crowns [diademas].  This rider carries a bow while Christ carries a sword and finally it should be noted that this even occurs at the beginning of the 70th week while the other happens at the end. 

Who then is the rider on the white horse?  Smith says, “Beyond doubt the words are meant to convey the idea of complete mastery, perhaps even a dictatorship.  This refers either to the Antichrist himself, or to some conditions leading up to his introduction.”

He conquers without a fight.  He has a bow but no arrows.  The crown was “given” to him rather than taken by force.  He conquers without war. 

II Thess. 2

9The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 10and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie.

Daniel 9

27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' [g] In the middle of the 'seven' [h] he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.
This horseman is a world dictator.  He conquers by persuasion.  He rules by consent.  He is probably the Antichrist, The One World Ruler. 


The Second Seal [The Red Horse]:  While men are enjoying their allusion of unity [something they have lusted after for the past century] war will again descend upon wicked humanity.  Red is the color of bloodshed.  The NIV refers to a “fiery red” that reminds the reader of the fire of war as well as the blood of it.  This rider is given power to take peace from the earth by causing men to slay one another. 

Revelation 6
3When the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 4Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace from the earth and to make men slay each other. To him was given a large sword.
Again one of the living creatures calls the horseman forth to spill his judgment upon the earth. This time it is warfare and it is noteworthy that God is actually the cause of this bloodshed.  It is clearly said that the “rider is given power to take peace from the earth by causing men to slay one another.”  While some may object that this seems unfair or even unjust of God, it is clearly in the heart of man to kill one another.  Most of the world lives with constant warfare and murder.  We need only site the middle-east, the Moslem countries, Africa and China.  If at any point man’s wicked heart is given free reign, the holocaust will be immense. Jesus Himself described that day of tribulation. 

Matt. 24:
4Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the beginning of birth pains.
The world ruler on the white horse conquers by diplomacy in the beginning, but with all righteous restraint removed from the world men will descend into the cesspool of war and murder. Paul reminded the Thessalonians of this event and warned them not to be deceived concerning it. 

2 Thessalonians 2

1Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 3Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for (that day will not come) until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 

   5Don't you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? 6And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. 7For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. 8And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 9The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 10and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie 12and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness. 

Daniel describes the warlike nature of this global peacekeeper known as the “man of lawlessness” or the “antichrist” in chapter 8:24. “He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy the mighty men and the holy people.”
Like Harold Camping in our day, the Thessalonians were being told that the tribulation had already come.  Paul assures them that the “man of lawlessness” must in fact appear before the tribulation descends on mankind.  The world is always a dangerous place.  There have always been natural disasters like the recent tsunami. The spirit of “antichrist” is always at work in this world but is simply not given free reign until God decides to grant it.  This is clearly a big part of the judgment of God.  Man will be allowed to be as evil and godless as he pleases. 

John notes that “he is given a large sword.”  This is an assassin’s sword.  Its size probably is just indicative of the scope of the havoc poured out upon the earth. 


The Third Seal [The Black Horse]:  When men are occupied with war they are not busy with commerce and agriculture.  The worldwide slaughter of war is followed by the inevitable famine.  

Revelation 6
5When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” I looked, and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. 6Then I heard what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a day's wages, and three quarts of barley for a day's wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!”
Although somewhat cryptic, this reference is easily understood as a sever shortage of food.  Let’s take a look at the symbols employed here: 

The Scale is symbolic of the careful measuring that will be made.  One will no longer find a “good measure, pressed down and spilled into the lap.”  It will be weighed carefully. 

A day’s wages indicates how long one must work for enough food for a day.  In other words, people will work to eat.  Nothing but survival is in view here.  

A quart of wheat is commonly considered enough to sustain one person for a day. 

Three quarts of barley would feed a family for a day but barley was animal feed and not nearly as high in nutrition as the wheat. 

Although there will be a devastation famine in the land there will be plenty of oil and wine.  At a time when men cannot by food there will be luxuries available.  These of course have no meaning when one is starving.  A man cannot live on oil and wine and yet these represent man’s lust for luxuries.  In so doing God exposes the convoluted values of men.  


The Fourth Seal [The Pale Horse]:  World Tyranny, war and then famine!  Is it any wonder that following on the heels of such global upheaval should be death?  

Revelation 6

7When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” 8I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth.

This pale horse is actually green or yellowish green in color.  The Greek word is used in Revelation 8:7 and Mark 6:39 to describe green plants and grass.  It is the word we get “chlorophyll” and “Chlorine” from.  Most Bible Scholars believe this to be a sickly, yellowish-green horse.  The color resembles the color of death and decomposition. 

Unlike the three horseman before him, this rider has a name.  He is called “Death.”  Not surprisingly, he is followed close behind by his constant companion, Hades.   Smith notes in his commentary that,  “the clear inference is that Death never goes alone, i.e., Death does not end all.  Hades companions with death!” Whether on foot or on another horse, we are not told. We only know that they move over the face of the earth, killing its inhabitants by murder, starvation, disease, or wild beasts. 

NOTE:  The word translated “plague” in verse 8 is actually the Greek word “death.”  It is used here and in Rev. 18:8 in a way that would imply pestilence and disease but could indicate other means of death as well.  Its inclusion in a list of other ways to die seems to indicate that this would be a proper translation of it here. 

25% of the world’s population will die from this one seal.  If I did my calculations correctly that would be about 100,000 times more deaths than the recent tsunami.  At present population figures there would be 1.5 billion deaths.  Local disasters get our attention.  The response of the world to this latest tragedy has been strong.  Nevertheless, man is not inclined to consider God in any meaningful way.  Such tiny natural disasters will seldom cause men to look to God for more than a few weeks or months.  Once the bodies are buried and the infrastructure is rebuilt life without God returns to “normal.”  People go on with their hating and killing.   

In the days following 911, I wept as I actually heard the voice of the US Senate chaplain calling upon my Dear Lord Jesus for mercy, comfort and forgiveness.  I wept because I never thought I would live to see a day in which the Name above all Names of my Savior could be broadcast on network radio in the middle of the day.  My politically correct workplace allowed a prayer service at the flag pole that day and I even was allowed to give the speaker Scriptures and words to read before the ones who gathered there.   For a brief moment Americans turned to the God they had expelled from their schools and workplaces and begged for a moments comfort at His hand.  What they knew, all men know.  There is but one God.  He is the creator of the universe and His son is Jesus.   Paul told the Romans what we discovered on 911.  

Romans 1

18The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities–his eternal power and divine nature–have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

God has made Himself known to all men.  He is actually “plain” to them.  Mankind, not just Americans or Christian Americans, but all mankind is fully aware of God’s invisible qualities.  You say, but how?  How can men clearly see that which is invisible?  It is because God Himself has made it plain to them.  They know about His Eternal, Innate Power.  They even know about His divine nature.  They realize that He is not like men.  He has a “divine” nature.  Ultimately, God even accuses mankind of understanding these things about Him through what He Himself has made, that is the Creation itself.  God has already taken the steps to reveal Himself to men.  He pronounces them “without excuse.”  

What man so confidently denies today will be forcibly evident to him in the future.  Men will know where this judgment comes from and they will curse God and hide themselves from Him in that great and awesome Day of the Lord.  

Revelation 6

15Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”
Isaiah foretold this day nearly 3,000 years ago.  God will get take back His Earth and His Glory.

Isaiah 34

Judgment Against the Nations 

1 Come near, you nations, and listen; 

    pay attention, you peoples! 

    Let the earth hear, and all that is in it, 

    the world, and all that comes out of it! 

    2 The LORD is angry with all nations; 

    his wrath is upon all their armies. 

    He will totally destroy them, 

    he will give them over to slaughter. 

    3 Their slain will be thrown out, 

    their dead bodies will send up a stench; 

    the mountains will be soaked with their blood. 

    4 All the stars of the heavens will be dissolved 

    and the sky rolled up like a scroll; 

    all the starry host will fall 

    like withered leaves from the vine, 

    like shriveled figs from the fig tree. 


The Fifth Seal: The Souls under the Altar. 

Revelation 6
9When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 10They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” 11Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed.

There is no announcement made for this fifth seal, only a startling and sober vision of countless souls under the altar.  Who are these many souls and where exactly are they?  Besides the souls and the altar we also listen to the prayer they are calling out, as well as the answer to their prayer, presumably given by God Himself. Let’s consider each of these one by one: 

The Souls:  Several things are immediately apparent.  First of all they have been slain.  This is the same word used to describe the Lamb in Rev. 5:6.  It is a word not used typically to describe a sacrifice but a murder or a butchering.  These were people who, “having been butchered” were waiting for justice and crying out for it.  Although those doing the killing may have had no such intention, these dear saints have now become a sacrifice to the Lamb who is worthy. 

Secondly, the reason for their murder is clearly stated.  They have died because of the Word of God and the Testimony they had maintained.  It could be that they died because they possessed the Word of God but I believe something more is in view than merely written copies of the Bible.  John, our author here tells us in his gospel that: 

John 1

14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

These souls had died because of Jesus.  Furthermore they died because of the testimony they had maintained.  The word testimony appears in Acts 1:8 where Jesus told His disciples, “you will be my witnesses.”  In both cases the word marturios [s] from which we get our English word “martyr.”  In its most basic usage the word means simply a witness or in this usage a testimony, but we can easily see how it came to have the English meaning we are familiar with today.  

These men and women, boys and girls are those slain because they loved Jesus Christ and testified by life and word of Him.  With the Church safely in heaven around the throne the identity of these people is limited.  They are not the Old Testament saints because they are slain for the testimony of Jesus.  They are not the church as we have previously observed.  They are then most consistently identified with the countless ones who will come to believe in Christ after the judgments described here begin to fall upon the world.  They are sometime referred to as “Tribulation Saints.”  

Jesus described this very situation to His disciples in the Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24.

Matthew 24

   1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2“Do you see all these things?” he asked. “I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 

   3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 

This passage from Matthew takes place while Jesus is doing ministry with His disciples.  They are following Him off the temple mount when Jesus begins to instruct them by calling attention to the Temple itself.  The disciples respond with a question regarding the Lord’s coming and the end of the age.  

NOTE:  
The disciples do not know about the church.  They do not understand that 

that Jesus will die and return.  “His coming”, in their minds, speaks of His 

coming in triumph to rule.  It literally means “His Presence” 

The disciple’s question is therefore about the kingdom.  They are asking when Jesus will bring to a close the age they are in, so that the reign of Messiah will begin.  Remember Daniel had been told that the age had a specific timetable.  The disciples wanted to know if the destruction of the temple fit in with the end of the age Daniel had foretold. 

· The chapter begins [2] with a statement from Jesus.  He clearly mentions the destruction of the Temple spoken of by Daniel.

After the sixty-two 'sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed.  Dan. 9:26
· The disciples know that He is talking about the end of Israel’s allotted time and so they ask Him what the signs leading up to that will be. [3]

· Jesus begins to answer the question they asked.  They asked about the end of the age.  A historical, grammatical and literal interpretation will not allow us to read this as “church age.”  It is the age in which they lived and with which Israel alone was concerned.  It has to do with the 490 years of Daniel and its fulfillment with Messiah ruling as king. [4]

· The descriptions in Chapter 24 are descriptions of Israel leading up to the end of the age [Daniels 70th week]. Daniel’s 70th week is the period of time we are studying here in Revelation.  Therefore, Jesus was speaking of the tribulation and the events that would take place in it when He taught the disciples in this passage. 

Matthew 24
4Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the beginning of birth pains.
· He describes it in two stages.  The first half is called the “beginning of birth pangs”.  It is about to give birth to something previously unseen by mankind.  Daniel also describes the dividing of the final “seven” into two halves marked by a particular event. [5-8] That particular even is the “abomination that causes desolation.”  This is the desecration of the temple by an unclean sacrifice and it takes place in the middle of the tribulation [70th week]

He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.   Daniel 9:27
· Godless men under a despotic ruler in the midst of war and famine will unleash a persecution on Israel in one last final attempt to destroy her.  She has been the object of the world’s hatred throughout history because God has set His affections on her.  No nation has ever been so universally hated.  If you hate Israel God considers it a personal hatred toward Him.  It is the surest way to get retribution from God.

Matthew 24
9“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

   15“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel–let the reader understand–

· Jesus tells His disciples that Israel will be handed over and put to death because of Him.  The fifth seal reveals these murdered saints crying out for justice as they pray to God.  

Revelation 6
10They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?”
 No specific numbers are given but we can expect millions of people including countless numbers of Jews to turn to Christ in this dreadful day.  

Revelation 12
17Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring–those who obey God's commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.

Revelation 19

10At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

Revelation 20

4I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the Word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

Many of these will be Jewish.  Countless others will be Gentile.  Although the harvester’s sickle is plunged into the whitened fields, many will still be gathered into the storehouse while the rest are burned up with unquenchable fire. 

The Altar:  Although the identity of the Altar is uncertain it is spoken of as if the readers should know of it.  John says that he saw “the altar.”  No altar was included in the descriptions of the throne room in heaven.  It makes its first appearance in Revelation in this text and then appears six more times in the book.  

Revelation 5:8 describes, golden bowls full of incense.  The incense is said to represent the prayers of the saints.  There is in Exodus 40:5, an altar of incense in the Tabernacle.  This altar was to be maintained so that the continual burning of the incense would symbolize the prayers of the people.  

Psalm 141

2 May my prayer be set before you like incense; 

    may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice

Luke 1

 8Once when Zechariah's division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.
John’s readers would have found it easy to identify the altar of this vision with the altar that represented the prayers of the faithful.  The faithful martyrs are praying below it thus sending their literal prayers up to God.   

The White Robe:  This robe is one of two responses that Christ gives to His dear saints.  Such a gift has been promised before in Jesus’ Revelation.  

Revelation 3:

5He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels. 

Revelation 7: 

9After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.
God makes it clear in Revelation 19:8 what the robes symbolize.  They stand for the righteous works of the saints. 

Revelation 19
8Fine linen, bright and clean, 
      was given her to wear.” (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)

The Word of Encouragement:  Jesus is no doubt the speaker and He does respond to their cry for justice.  Perhaps you have felt that God does not hear your loud cries in times of deep anguish but be assured that God does have a timetable set in place to bring about justice to the oppressed.  

They are told to “wait a little longer”.  Several translations use the word “rest” in place of “wait.”  

John MacArthur says, “It is not a rebuke for impatience, since impatience is a sin and perfected people in heaven do not sin.  Rather, it is an invitation to stop the cry for vengeance and to continue to enjoy the bliss of heavenly rest until God’s time for wrath arrives.”

Wait a little longer: Clearly there is a time coming to right these terrible wrongs.  Every man of every age should strain to listen to these words even though they seem so inapplicable to us today.  God does avenge injustice and there is only a limited amount of time for the wicked to escape His judgment.  For the righteous this is a source of unspeakable joy, for God has created us to long for justice.  For the wicked it is a solemn warning of impending doom.  No matter how one imagines that they will escape God’s scrutiny in this world, they will certainly give a full accounting of every sin in the world to come.  If you have never come to Christ alone for salvation, do so today.  There is only “ a little while” that remains before things are set right by the Righteous King of the Universe. 

Fellow Servants and Brothers: This is a curious phrase.  The construction in Greek implies that these are two different groups.  We will conjecture with John MacArthur that “the first group was alive and willing to die like the martyrs, though they may not.  The second group were those who will be killed.”


The Sixth Seal: The Upheaval of all Nature

Revelation 6
12I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, 13and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. 14The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 

   15Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” 

After describing these disturbing events, John simply remarks, “For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”  The term “great day” or “day of the Lord” appears 19 times in the Old Testament and 4 times in the New Testament.  It was well known to John’s readers.  It was that day in which God would definitively pour out His wrath upon the “inhabitants of the Earth” in judgment.  Here are just a few samplings from Scripture:

Isaiah 13

9 See, the day of the LORD is coming   

    -a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger- 

    to make the land desolate 

    and destroy the sinners within it. 

Joel 1

15 Alas for that day! 

    For the day of the LORD is near; 

    it will come like destruction from the Almighty.

Joel 2

   1 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

    sound the alarm on my holy hill. 

    Let all who live in the land tremble, 

    for the Day of the LORD is coming. 

    It is close at hand- 

    2 a day of darkness and gloom, 

    a day of clouds and blackness. 

    Like dawn spreading across the mountains 

    a large and mighty army comes, 

    such as never was of old 

    nor ever will be in ages to come. 

    

Trumpets in the ancient world signaled approaching danger.  The world is always asleep when it comes to judgment.  Here are a couple of examples of what we mean:

· Were you shocked and in disbelief by 911?

· How many people do you know who think their investments are absolutely secure?

· How many people believed that the Tsunami might be a warning against their sinful lives. 

Joel in this passage describes the “Day of the Lord.”  In Chapter two he mixes the description of a locust invasion with the actual coming of the Lord to invade.  Time does not permit us to go through the entire passage but we want to make a couple of observations and show how it is descriptive of what will occur at the sixth seal in Revelation six.  

 Are these geologic events literal or figurative?   I believe they are literal for at least two reasons: 

· They are posted besides some apparently literal events [the hiding in caves and the crying out].

· If God is trying to get the attention of the World here it is doubtful that figurative actions would accomplish that purpose.
The Day Described

            By John [Rev. 6:12-15]

     By Joel [2:1-11]


Great Earthquake




Darkness and Blackness [2]

Blackened Sun




War and Invasion [2b]

Blood Red Moon




Scorching of the Earth 

Stars Falling





A Fearsome Army

Sky receding like a scroll



An unstoppable force advancing

Mountains and Islands moved


Everything consumed

Men Hide from God [6:15-17]


Men Repent and are saved [2:121-17]

The Day of the Lord has two distinct features in Scripture.  It will be a day of unprecedented judgment on mankind but also a day of repentance for Israel and also for many other peoples as well.  Joel describes how God will gather Israel and restore her after this judgment.  The day of the Lord will bring about Israel’s salvation.  

John describes a difference response to the same events.  Although Revelation clearly indicates that many people will be saved it also reveals the hearts of the unrepentant.  What we see by comparing these two passages is that all Israel will be saved but many gentiles from all walks of life will harden their hearts to Christ and prefer death to repentance. These unbelievers express revulsion rather than repentance, confusion but not confession and they prefer destruction to salvation if that requires worshiping the Lamb.  

Although apparently a hopeless situation, God will save many during this time.  The Church is already safely home [3:10], multitudes of Gentiles will be saved [7:9] and all Israel will be saved. [Rom. 11:26] In the midst of great travail God still cares about the souls of men. 
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