Chapter Seventeen

The World Religion and its Destruction

Satan is the master counterfeiter of the universe.  He fancies himself to be God or at least able to unseat God in heaven.  Consider his arrogance in Isaiah. These are commonly called the five “I wills” of Satan.  Paul even describes him as the “god of this world.”  Satan however aspires to be the “god of creation.”  
Isaiah 14:12-17   12 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations!  13 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north.  14 'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'  15 "Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, To the recesses of the pit.  16 "Those who see you will gaze at you, They will ponder over you, saying, 'Is this the man who made the earth tremble, Who shook kingdoms,  17 Who made the world like a wilderness And overthrew its cities, Who did not allow his prisoners to go home?'
It is clear from this passage that Satan’s ultimate ambition is to be “God” and to be worshiped as God is worshiped.  This is particularly dangerous because man apparently is hard wired to worship something.  Man is also hopelessly alienated from the true God. 
Romans 3:10-12 10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE."

This is the state of men.  Do not imagine it to be something different.  This is a matter of faith.  You may say, “but I distinctly remember seeking after God.”   And well you may, but Jesus addressed that objection in the gospel of John. 
John 6:44-45   44 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.  45 "It is written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me.
At the end of history Satan will have taken advantage of mankind’s propensity for worship by offering a substitute kingdom.  He will be the father, the antichrist will be the son and the false prophet will be the spirit.  The New Testament warns us even now of his intentions. 
2 Corinthians 11:13-15   13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.

These false apostles of our day are just the harbingers of Satan’s kingdom on earth in the last days.  Paul warned Timothy of them explicitly.  We too should be advised. 
1 Timothy 4:1-4 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, 3 men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.  4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude;

This is exactly why Satan will organize a global religion in the end times.  Nothing else will satisfy him.  
Immediately after the spilling of the seventh bowl onto the earth, Jesus will return. Chapters 17 and 18 do not take place between the seventh seal and Christ’s return.  They are parenthetical and are placed here to describe the way in which God will destroy the religious and political power of Satan and his antichrist. 
Babylon is the name given to the kingdom of Satan in the end times.  John has already referred to her twice in Revelation. 

Revelation 14:8-11   8 And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality."  9 Then another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.  11 "And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name."

Revelation 16:19 19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.

This brings us to the blow by blow description of the destruction of Satan’s hold on the earth and its inhabitants. Certainly this is the most decisive judgment of the tribulation directed against Satan.  

The “Mother of Harlots.”
Revelation 17:1-2 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality, and those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with the wine of her immorality."

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls:  As we have already noted this judgment is connected with the bowl judgments of chapter 16.  
The great harlot who sits on many waters:  It is reasonable to consider this harlot a metaphor in this context.  This becomes clear when the meaning of the “many waters” is given in the text itself.  The metaphorical use of “harlot” in the Bible most often refers to false religion and idolatry.  
Nahum 3:1-4 Woe to the bloody city, completely full of lies and pillage; Her prey never departs.  2 The noise of the whip, The noise of the rattling of the wheel, Galloping horses And bounding chariots!  3 Horsemen charging, Swords flashing, spears gleaming, Many slain, a mass of corpses, And countless dead bodies-- They stumble over the dead bodies!  4 All because of the many harlotries of the harlot, The charming one, the mistress of sorceries, Who sells nations by her harlotries And families by her sorceries.

Isaiah 23:15-17   15 Now in that day Tyre will be forgotten for seventy years like the days of one king. At the end of seventy years it will happen to Tyre as in the song of the harlot:  16 Take your harp, walk about the city, O forgotten harlot; Pluck the strings skillfully, sing many songs, That you may be remembered.  17 It will come about at the end of seventy years that the LORD will visit Tyre. Then she will go back to her harlot's wages and will play the harlot with all the kingdoms on the face of the earth.

Isaiah 1:21-22 21 How the faithful city has become a harlot, She who was full of justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, But now murderers.  22 Your silver has become dross, Your drink diluted with water.
In the Scripture the metaphor of “spiritual adultery” is always used of people “who outwardly carry the name of God while actually worshiping and serving other gods.” Walvoord p. 244   This is a key piece in the puzzle of the woman’s identity.  She is a religion that appears to be worshiping God but is actually worshiping idols and other false gods. 
The kings of the earth committed acts of immorality:  Continuing the metaphor.  The rulers of the earth have given themselves over fully to this contemptible religion.
Those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with the wine of her immorality:  The everyday people of the earth have likewise partied with this despicably anti-God religion.  We see the harbingers of it today.  Men will believe anything but the Bible and the gospel of Christ.  This is why cults abound.  They stand so close to the truth that you cannot sometimes tell that they are not standing with it.  They intend to deceive you.  They will actually lie about what they believe to draw you into their worship.  All such tactics foreshadow the religion of the whore. 
Revelation 17:3-5   3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns.  4 The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the unclean things of her immorality, 5 and on her forehead a name was written, a mystery, "BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."

“A woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns:” This is the anti-Christ.  

Revelation 13:1 And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.
Revelation 14:9-10  9 Then another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand,  10 he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

There are two possible ways to understand the fact that she is sitting on the beast.  Perhaps she is dominating him but it is more likely that he is supporting her.  The way a horse would support its rider.  
“The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the unclean things of her immorality,”   The beast carries her along and makes her something more than she would be if just standing on the ground.  She is lifted up and put on display.  She is the centerpiece of the beast’s original plan to unify the world through religion.  This vision of the whore is probably describing her before the antichrist decides to take all worship for himself alone.  That point is in the middle of the 7 years.  What John sees here is the way the relationship originally began.  He will also see the way it ends in this chapter. 

Revelation 17:16 16 "And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will hate the harlot and will make her desolate and naked, and will eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire.
“On her forehead a name was written, a mystery, "BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."  Babylon is considered in its religious aspects here in chapter seventeen.  It is global in its proportions and is connected with this beast of verse three as we have discussed. So what kind of religion is this harlot pedaling? It is an ancient one to be sure.  In fact it is the original anti-God religion of mankind.  Babylonian religion had its beginning in Babylon.
Nimrod the great grandson of Noah built a city in this spot and constructed a religion that was about man and against God. You can see in Genesis eleven how this religion got spread over the whole face of the earth.  It is the original false religion and has been the vehicle of Satan for establishing his own religious rule in the world.  Remember, Satan is not about being the opposite of God. He desires to be God and to depose God.  
Genesis 11:1-9 Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words.  2 It came about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.  3 They said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly." And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar.  4 They said, "Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth."  5 The LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built.  6 The LORD said, "Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same language. And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them.  7 "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will not understand one another's speech."  8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the city.  9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of the whole earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth.

Ishatar was the primary goddess of this religion.  There were nearly 200 shrines to her in ancient Babylon.  Her influence extended even to Israel at the time of Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah 7:18  18 "The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead dough to make cakes for the queen of heaven; and they pour out drink offerings to other gods in order to spite Me.

Eventually Jeremiah also records their defiant response after all the judgment befell them. Even after the terrible defeat by Babylon the people of Judah returned to the worship of Ishtar the “Queen of Heaven.”  

Jeremiah 44:15-19 15 Then all the men who were aware that their wives were burning sacrifices to other gods, along with all the women who were standing by, as a large assembly, including all the people who were living in Pathros in the land of Egypt, responded to Jeremiah, saying, 16 "As for the message that you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD, we are not going to listen to you!  17 "But rather we will certainly carry out every word that has proceeded from our mouths, by burning sacrifices to the queen of heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, just as we ourselves, our forefathers, our kings and our princes did in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; for then we had plenty of food and were well off and saw no misfortune.  18 "But since we stopped burning sacrifices to the queen of heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, we have lacked everything and have met our end by the sword and by famine."  19 "And," said the women, "when we were burning sacrifices to the queen of heaven and were pouring out drink offerings to her, was it without our husbands that we made for her sacrificial cakes in her image and poured out drink offerings to her?"

Ezekiel encountered the same Babylonian cult in the form of Tammuz.  Those weeping for him were weeping because he had died.  Later on however he did return to life.  He was the lover of Ishtar, was a shepherd and also a healer.  Perhaps one can see some parallels here.  The opening chapters of Ezekiel reveal the idolatrous heart of the people still professing to worship God.  Nothing else seems to stir the anger of God like this.
Ezekiel 8:7-14 7 Then He brought me to the entrance of the court, and when I looked, behold, a hole in the wall.  8 He said to me, "Son of man, now dig through the wall." So I dug through the wall, and behold, an entrance.  9 And He said to me, "Go in and see the wicked abominations that they are committing here."  10 So I entered and looked, and behold, every form of creeping things and beasts and detestable things, with all the idols of the house of Israel, were carved on the wall all around.  11 Standing in front of them were seventy elders of the house of Israel, with Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan standing among them, each man with his censer in his hand and the fragrance of the cloud of incense rising.  12 Then He said to me, "Son of man, do you see what the elders of the house of Israel are committing in the dark, each man in the room of his carved images? For they say, 'The LORD does not see us; the LORD has forsaken the land.'"  13 And He said to me, "Yet you will see still greater abominations which they are committing."  14 Then He brought me to the entrance of the gate of the LORD'S house which was toward the north; and behold, women were sitting there weeping for Tammuz.
The “sign of the cross” is even a pagan symbol originating in Babylon with the worship of Tammuz.  The “tau” or first letter of Tammuz’ name was made by the worshipers long before it was ever brought into Italy.  
Dr. Bullinger, The Companion Bible, appx. 162 states, "crosses were used as symbols of the Babylonian Sun-god...It should be stated that Constantine was a Sun-god worshipper...The evidence is thus complete, that the Lord was put to death upon and upright stake, and not on two pieces of timber placed at any angle." [2]

Rev. Alexander Hislop, The Two Babylons, pp. 197-205, frankly calls the cross "this Pagan symbol...the Tau, the sign of the cross, the indisputable sign of Tammuz, the false Messiah...the mystic Tau of the Chaldeans (Babylonians) and Egyptians--the true original form of the letter T--the initial of the name of Tammus...the Babylonian cross was the recognized emblem of Tammuz." [3]

The point about Babylonian religion is this:  It is ancient and the original anti-God religion.  It is centered on men and not God and it worships things that are not God.  Its foundational beliefs and practices appear like a thread throughout history and emerge in all their “full blown” splendor at the last day.  
Revelation 17:6 6 And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. When I saw her, I wondered greatly.

If this is the original “mother” of all religions then we could probably safely conclude that this harlot has lusted for the blood of true saints and witnesses of Jesus since her inception.  This would have been true in the first century.
Revelation 2:8-11 8 "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this:  9 'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  10 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  

It was true in the Old Testament.
Esther 3:5-6   5 When Haman saw that Mordecai neither bowed down nor paid homage to him, Haman was filled with rage.  6 But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told him who the people of Mordecai were; therefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, who were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.

Revelation 17:7-8 7 And the angel said to me, "Why do you wonder? I will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns.  8 "The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and go to destruction. And those who dwell on the earth, whose name has not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, will wonder when they see the beast that, he was and is not and will come. 
The angel will now explain the mystery of the women and the beast.   John like us probably understood the basics of who the women was and who the beast was.  What needs explaining is this relationship that they have.  He begins by describing the beast.   
The Beast:  The angel now refers to Antichrist’s supposed miracle of resurrection found in 13.
Revelation 13:3   3 I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast;

The False prophet then uses this and other signs to deceive the entire world and cause men to follow the Antichrist. 

Revelation 13:13-15 13 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men.  14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has come to life.  15 And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast would even speak and cause as many as do not worship the image of the beast to be killed.

THE SEVEN HEADS

Revelation 17:9-10 9 "Here is the mind which has wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits, 10 and they are seven kings; five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; and when he comes, he must remain a little while.  

The Seven Heads:  These are seven mountains.  As tempting as it is to go with Rome…here is the problem.  The “mountains” are clearly not literal.  He immediately says that they represent 7 kings.  
Psalm 30:7 7 O LORD, by Your favor You have made my mountain to stand strong; You hid Your face, I was dismayed.

Jeremiah 51:25  25 "Behold, I am against you, O destroying mountain, Who destroys the whole earth," declares the LORD, "And I will stretch out My hand against you, And roll you down from the crags, And I will make you a burnt out mountain.

We can see that the figure of a “mountain” to represent a king or kingdom is not a stretch.  When the angel says that that is exactly what it means it is hard to argue imagine any other meaning. 
Five have fallen: Five of these kings were pass tense at the time John received this revelation.  
· Egypt

· Assyria

· Babylon

· Medo-Persia

· Greece

One Is:  One of these kingdoms was in existence at the time John wrote these words. 
· Rome

The other has not yet come:  One more kingdom was yet future when John listened to the Angel and recorded these words.  His life span will be short but it will be certain.  His rule will be 42 months. 
Revelation 13:5   5 There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him.
· Antichrist

Revelation 17:11  11 "The beast which was and is not, is himself also an eighth and is one of the seven, and he goes to destruction.

Verse eleven again refers to Antichrist in those same terms.  Here he is said to be an eighth king and yet one of the seven. This is best understood this way.  
· The seventh king will be Antichrist.

· He will be killed 

· He will then be resurrected to be the eighth king

One final thing…He will go to destruction.  

Revelation 19:20  20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.

The Catholic church is still a very viable player in this entire scenario.  She is just the most viable present day embodiment of this mystery religion that has given birth to all the false religions of the world.  The women is not however exclusively the Roman Catholic Church because the at least five of the rulers she has dominated have come and gone before she herself came into existence.  
It is best to keep our focus on this mystery religion that has existed from the beginning of false religions.  This is what is truly in view.  It is Satanic religion.  It is the one that The Devil aims to substitute for the true worship of the Glorious God. 
Revelation 17:12-14  12 "The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour.  13 "These have one purpose, and they give their power and authority to the beast.  14 "These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful."

THE TEN HORNS

The Ten Horns:  These are ten future kings.  They were future to John, but we can say with confidence that they are also still future to us.  These will be ten kingdoms that form a confederation with the Antichrist. In fact they will exist because of the will of the Antichrist.  They are pawn in Satan’s greater plan to destroy Christ and keep Him from taking back dominion of the whole creation. 
They receive authority as kings with the beast:  These are ten kingdoms that will exist simultaneously with Antichrist. 
They are given authority for one hour:  This is probably best understood symbolically to mean a very short period of time.  It does go along with the previous description of Antichrist’s rule as being very brief.  
They have one purpose:  There agreed upon purpose is to assist the beast in his war against the Lamb. [14]
This is will be the fulfillment of what Daniel saw in Chapter seven of his vision: 

Daniel 7:7-8   7 "After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.  8 "While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts.

Remember Daniel’s visions started with Babylon where he was living at the time.  The forth beast would therefore correspond to the Roman Empire.  It was different from other world powers.  They were fearsome and irresistible in power for nearly 1000 years.  This is where we get the idea that the Antichrist will arise out of a revived Roman Empire.  
Daniel 7:23-26   23 "Thus he said: 'The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth, which will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth and tread it down and crush it.  24 'As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings.  25 'He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time.  26 'But the court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever.

Ten kingdoms or rulers will arise from the Roman Empire.  [24] One more will arise and subdue 3 of those kings according to Daniel.  This ruler [horn] that arises is described as the Antichrist is in Revelation. He speaks against God.  He will try to change the worship of God and the times in which it is done. He will have a free hand to do this for 3.5 years. But his judgment is certain. 
Revelation 17:14   14 "These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful."

The Lamb will overcome them:  There is no hint of concern about the outcome of this final conflict.  Satan and his pawns have no conception of the power or Glory of Christ.  The Kingdom of Satan will be crushed and destroyed in the end.  For now it is seen carrying and exalting this vile religious whore for its own purposes, but have no doubt about the outcome. 
Revelation 19:11-16  11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."

Revelation 17:15 15 And he said to me, "The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues.
Going back to explain verse 1 the angel tells what the “waters” represent.  “Water” like all words in the Bible is to be taken literally unless the context demands a symbolic meaning. Here the text tells us it has a symbolic meaning and even what the meaning is.  “Waters” are the nations and peoples of the world.  The Bible has used this symbolism before. 
Isaiah 8:7-8 7 "Now therefore, behold, the Lord is about to bring on them the strong and abundant waters of the Euphrates, Even the king of Assyria and all his glory; And it will rise up over all its channels and go over all its banks.  8 "Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, It will reach even to the neck; And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.

This harlot religion is sitting upon all the nations of the world.  This emphasizes again the universal and timeless aspect of this “Mother” of false religions.  It energizes all religions in all times.  She is the “useful idiot” of Satan.  False religion is used to keep the people from worshiping God until Satan is ready to make his all out bid to become god. 

Revelation 17:16-18   16 "And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will hate the harlot and will make her desolate and naked, and will eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire.  17 "For God has put it in their hearts to execute His purpose by having a common purpose, and by giving their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God will be fulfilled.  18 "The woman whom you saw is the great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth."

As is often the case, God uses even more hateful and wicked instruments to judge men.  The very ones she has committed her spiritual adulteries with will grow tired of her and hate her.  
She will be stripped of her rich adornment [cf. vs. 17:1] and then she will be killed and thrown out on the ground like an unclaimed corpse.  All of this of course is metaphorical in that it does not describe a literal woman, but the world’s false religion. 
Revelation 17:18    18 "The woman whom you saw is the great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth."

What is this great city?  Here are some of the verses in this context that will help us.  

Revelation 14:8 8 And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality."

Revelation 17:1-2 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality, and those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with the wine of her immorality."

Revelation 17:5 5 and on her forehead a name was written, a mystery, "BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."

Revelation 18:2   2 And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird.

Babylon may possibly be restored literally but there are reasons to say that it will not. 
Isaiah 13:19-22 19 And Babylon, the beauty of kingdoms, the glory of the Chaldeans' pride, Will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.  20 It will never be inhabited or lived in from generation to generation; Nor will the Arab pitch his tent there, Nor will shepherds make their flocks lie down there.  21 But desert creatures will lie down there, And their houses will be full of owls; Ostriches also will live there, and shaggy goats will frolic there.  22 Hyenas will howl in their fortified towers And jackals in their luxurious palaces. Her fateful time also will soon come And her days will not be prolonged.

It seems more likely to take this “great city” in 17:18 to be Antichrist’s worldwide political, economic and religious kingdom.  The one that rise up from the ashes of Rome in the future and lives for a mere 42 months.  Like a shooting star she will plunge to her death as quickly as she appeared in the sky.  She falls into the hands of the Living God because she has not believed Him or heeded His words when He spoke in Isaiah’s day;  God describes the coming of the Messiah King, God the Son, to subdue the earth and rule over it:
Isaiah 42:1-16 "Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.  2 "He will not cry out or raise His voice, Nor make His voice heard in the street.  3 "A bruised reed He will not break And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice.  4 "He will not be disheartened or crushed Until He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands will wait expectantly for His law."  5 Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it And spirit to those who walk in it,  6 "I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations,  7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon And those who dwell in darkness from the prison.  8 "I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images.  9 "Behold, the former things have come to pass, Now I declare new things; Before they spring forth I proclaim them to you."  10 Sing to the LORD a new song, Sing His praise from the end of the earth! You who go down to the sea, and all that is in it. You islands, and those who dwell on them.  11 Let the wilderness and its cities lift up their voices, The settlements where Kedar inhabits. Let the inhabitants of Sela sing aloud, Let them shout for joy from the tops of the mountains.  12 Let them give glory to the LORD And declare His praise in the coastlands.  13 The LORD will go forth like a warrior, He will arouse His zeal like a man of war. He will utter a shout, yes, He will raise a war cry. He will prevail against His enemies.  14 "I have kept silent for a long time, I have kept still and restrained Myself. Now like a woman in labor I will groan, I will both gasp and pant.  15 "I will lay waste the mountains and hills And wither all their vegetation; I will make the rivers into coastlands And dry up the ponds.  16 "I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, In paths they do not know I will guide them. I will make darkness into light before them And rugged places into plains. These are the things I will do, And I will not leave them undone."
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