Chapter Seven

The 144,000 and the Salvation of the Gentiles!

We have previously noted that there are 3 series of judgments: The seven seals, the seven trumpets and the seven vials.  At the end of chapter 6 the 6th seal is opened and it judgment brought forth on the earth. We would naturally expect the 7th to follow, as was the case with the first 6.  What we find instead is a parenthetical interlude describing two important events in some detail.  Then at the beginning of chapter 8 we see the 7th seal opened.  

God has poured out an unbelievable amount of natural and man made disaster upon the wicked of the earth in chapter 6.  This is not just gratuitous violence against mankind.  As we noted in Chapter 5, Christ is taking back the earth, which is rightfully his, and Satan has set himself in opposition to that just claim.  

“The world will refuse to acknowledge that the disasters of the first five seals are God’s judgment—despite the warnings from believers that they are.  But the events of the sixth seal will be so horrific that all will be forced to acknowledge them as the judgment of God.  I their terror, amid their futile attempts to hide from the terrible presence of God the Father and the Lamb, people will cry out, “The great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” [6:17] John MacArthur
Chapter 7 answers the question posed by the wicked at the end of Chapter 6.  “Who can stand?”  There are in fact two large groups of people who “can stand” in that day and we are going to look at them in some detail now.  They are the 144,000 in verses 1-8 and the “great multitude that no one could count” in verses 9-17.  Although it is God’s purpose in the tribulation to save Israel and establish Christ’s throne in Jerusalem, He saves millions by His gracious mercy in the process.  What a glorious savior!

 Revelation 7

1After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 2Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: 3“Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” 4Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. 5From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben 12,000, from the tribe of Gad 12,000, 6from the tribe of Asher 12,000, from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, 7from the tribe of Simeon 12,000, from the tribe of Levi 12,000, from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, 8from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, from the tribe of Joseph 12,000, from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000.

God summons an angel with a “the seal of the living God.”  There are many authorities in the world.  The Romans set a seal on Christ’s tomb.  There is the great seal of the United States of America, but this is the definitive seal of authority in the universe.  The seal of course carries with it the authority of its owner.  

The term “living God is used 15 times in the Old Testament and at least as many times in the New” J. B. Smith   

Deuteronomy 5

26 For what mortal man has ever heard the voice of the living God speaking out of fire, as we have, and survived?

The gods of Caanan were dead gods.  The gods of this world are dead.  Ours is the living God and cannot be subjugated or ignored.  As He begins to spread His message it will not be silenced because the preachers will carry on them the authoritative mark of the living God.  This is not the first time God has marked His own.  As God prepared to destroy Jerusalem during the captivity He put a mark on those who were His own.  

Ezekiel 9

2 And I saw six men coming from the direction of the upper gate, which faces north, each with a deadly weapon in his hand. With them was a man clothed in linen who had a writing kit at his side. They came in and stood beside the bronze altar. 

    3 Now the glory of the God of Israel went up from above the cherubim, where it had been, and moved to the threshold of the temple. Then the LORD called to the man clothed in linen who had the writing kit at his side 4 and said to him, "Go throughout the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those who grieve and lament over all the detestable things that are done in it." 

I saw four angels: These four angels are engaged in a mighty display of power.  Angels are often instruments of judgment and the wind is associated in Scripture with impending judgment as well.  

Daniel 7

    2 Daniel said: "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the four winds of heaven churning up the great sea. 3 Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea. 

What is the mighty display of power?  Simply this, during this time described in chapter 7 there will be no judgment on the earth.  There will be a time of respite but it will be a time of awe.  These angels will prevent any wind from blowing anywhere.  This means deathly stillness throughout the entire earth.  No clouds moving, no waves breaking, no storms.  Not a breath moves.  “These winds of the earth make life possible on earth through the hydrologic cycle, transporting waters inland from the ocean with which to water the earth. Yet the angels---only four of them---had turned off this gigantic engine. (Henry Morris, The Revelation Record, 126)

Revelation 7
2Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God.

The word for seal is the one commonly used to describe a signet ring that a king might wear and use to seal official documents or to mark property.  It always carried with it the authority of the owner and guaranteed the security of the thing sealed.  We have a similar custom today when we seal envelopes or even medications.  If the seal is broken it is an immediate indication it has been tampered with. While the text does not say what the seal is we can make a calculated guess by looking at:  

Revelation 14

1Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. 

Apparently this angel is about to put the name of the Son and the Father on each one of these witnesses.  The ownership of these men is now clearly known and their security has become the responsibility of the owner, God. Our text in chapter seven goes on to describe it further

Revelation 7
3 “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.”  

It is God’s intention that the destruction that is soon to take place be delayed until the angel has done his sealing work.  Why exactly would that be?  Revelation 9 reveals that God intends not to allow harm to befall these sealed servants. 

Revelation 9
   1The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. 2When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the Abyss. 3And out of the smoke locusts came down upon the earth and were given power like that of scorpions of the earth. 4They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 5They were not given power to kill them, but only to torture them for five months. And the agony they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 6During those days men will seek death, but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will elude them. 

Based on this passage we would be correct in saying that the world will not be able to harm these people.  God has marked them as private property and even Apocalyptic Vandals will not be able to deface or destroy them. 

J.B. Smith says, “they belong to God—that is possession; they have the seal of God—that is security; they are servants—that is loyalty and service.

Curiously such an occurrence is not without precedence. We believers are also sealed in this age.  God has placed a particular mark on us as well to designate us as His property and to guarantee our delivery to Him without being tampered with or harmed.    

The Sealing of the Holy Spirit in our Day

Paul when speaking to the Ephesians in chapter four of his epistle described it this way: 

Ephesians 4

“20You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. 21Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

   25Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 26“In your anger do not sin”[d]: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27and do not give the devil a foothold. 28He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 

   29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”

Paul begins the instruction leading up to this affirmation of security and ownership by reminding the Ephesians that they have previously heard that they are to do three things as believers: 

· Put off their old life  [This is our old life as mere men.  Cf. Rom. 6:3]

· Be made new in the attitude of your minds [This is the discipline of the Christian Life. Rom. 12:2]

· Put on the new. [This is the Promise of New Life in Christ. II Pet. 1:2-3]

Paul is calling us to discipleship and commitment. He insists [4:17] that there be no easy believism in the Body of Christ.  When you come to Christ Alone you can be assured that He has broken the hold of sin on your life.  You are to embrace that in faith.  Secondly, you and I are to yield our ideas and attitudes to Christ’s.  Dear brothers and sisters, please.  Do not be constantly at odds with what the Bible says.  If Jesus is Lord can we seriously reserve the right to have our own ideas about anger, hatred, un-forgiveness, stealing, laziness and unwholesome speech?  I would just challenge you today.  “Be made new in the attitude of your minds!”  Finally, put on Christ.  It is His perfectly righteous life, which has been applied to you.  It is your birthright.  To refuse it is a slap in the face at the Christ of the Cross.  Here the Word of God when He says: 

II Corinthians 5

21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Believers today are also sealed.  Have you ever thought about this seriously?  Do you have a sense of being the possession of Christ?  We like the thought of being secure, but please note that the two are linked.  Possession and security cannot be divorced.  The third aspect is service. We begin our service for Christ when we obey Him. When we come to Him this way He begins the processes of transformation that lead to our productive activities. Many today struggle with a sense of security and meaning in their spiritual lives.  They do not come to resolution because they will not commit themselves fully to Christ.  They always hold back some element of their lives.  It might be time, it might be money, it might be entertainment, it might be outright sin.  It is ultimately anything that we prefer to Christ.  Our sealed servants in Revelation 7 have forsaken all to follow Christ.  May I submit to you that this is still the normal Christian experience in the 21st century in spite of all the noise to the contrary that comes from the Evangelical Church of our day.  

Revelation 7
4Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. 5From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben 12,000, from the tribe of Gad 12,000, 6from the tribe of Asher 12,000, from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, 7from the tribe of Simeon 12,000, from the tribe of Levi 12,000, from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, 8from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, from the tribe of Joseph 12,000, from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000.

History tells us that the records of genealogy were lost in 70 AD when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, but God did not loose His memory at that time.  He is perfectly able to keep track in His mind of who belongs to what tribe of Israel.  

You have probably heard of the “10 lost tribes of Israel,” popularized by Herbert W. Armstrong.  The speculations run wild as to where these 10 lost tribes are and who they are today.  The simple truth is that they have never been lost not even on earth.  James actually wrote to them in his epistle. 

James 1

1James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: 

Greetings. 

Here is the historical picture in brief: 

722 B.C.  Israel [The Ten Northern Tribes] was carried away into captivity by the Assyrians as a judgment for their wicked behavior and disbelief.  

701 BC Assyria’s army was smashed at Jerusalem by the Angel of the Lord

612 B.C. Nineveh [The Capitol of Assyria] fell to the Chaldeans [Babylonians] and the Medes.

605 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar conquers Jerusalem for the first time.    Jahoiakim was king 609-598. Daniel and his friends were taken in this FIRST DEPORTATION. 

597 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar conquers Jerusalem again. Jahoiachin was king then for 3 months during 598/597.  Ezekiel was taken in this SECOND DEPORTATION. 

586 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar conducts an 18-month siege [588-586] against Jerusalem. Zedakiah was king 597-586.  Many more were taken to Babylon in this THIRD DEPORTATION. 

536 B.C. The beginning of the restoration to Jerusalem.  The Seventy Years finally ends. 

The Ten Northern Kingdoms or the so-called “lost tribes” were in fact taken to Assyria which itself fell to Babylon in short order.  The tribes were undoubtedly carried away by Babylon as they were slaves and therefore plunder.  The ten tribes of the North preceded the two tribes of Judah into Babylonian exile by almost 100 years. 

In exile, in Babylon, Ezekiel spoke to both Israel and Judah.  They were certainly among those who returned in 536 to begin the restoration of Jerusalem and the land about.  

Ezekiel 9:9
Then He said to me, "The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is very, very great, and the land is filled with blood and the city is full of perversion; for they say, 'The LORD has forsaken the land, and the LORD does not see!'

Ezekiel 25:3
and say to the sons of Ammon, 'Hear the word of the Lord GOD! Thus says the Lord GOD, "Because you said, ' Aha!' against My sanctuary when it was profaned, and against the land of Israel when it was made desolate, and against the house of Judah when they went into exile,

Besides the OT events spoken of above James actually addresses all 12 tribes when he writes. 

James 1

1James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 to the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:  Greetings.

The Actual list itself is different from all other list in the Bible.  There are 19 other lists and they all differ from one another is some way.  Here are a couple of representative questions that might arise from the list itself.

Why is Dan not included in the list?

· Dan was the only tribe that never was able to conquer its land. [Judges 1:34]

· Dan was the most unrepentant and idolatrous tribe of Israel. [Judges 18:14-31]

· God swore to blot out the name of idolaters from Israel [Deut. 29:18-26]

· Unrepentant Idolaters will be excluded from the New Jerusalem. [Rev. 22:15] 

Why is Ephraim not included in the list?

· In all probability because Joseph is in the list and he represents Ephriam.    

· Ephriam was also guilty of idolatry [Hos. 4:17] and defected from the house of Judah [Isa. 7:17]

God has stated repeatedly that it is His intention to redeem Israel and establish her again in her land with Jesus Christ, the son of David, as her king. These 144,000 are undeniably Jewish.  There is no legitimate reason to allegorize them or take them symbolically.  The tribes of Israel are not, nor have they ever been “lost.”  The prophets are liars if what they said does not come to pass.  

Zechariah 12

    10 "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. 11 On that day the weeping in Jerusalem will be great, like the weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. 12 The land will mourn, each clan by itself, with their wives by themselves: the clan of the house of David and their wives, the clan of the house of Nathan and their wives, 13 the clan of the house of Levi and their wives, the clan of Shimei and their wives, 14 and all the rest of the clans and their wives.
Zechariah 13

1 "On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.

These Jewish witnesses will preach under the protection of God.  They will spread the message of the kingdom to Israel and she will repent as a nation.  Her own Messiah is about to redeem her as He promised. 

Revelation 7
9After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.

“After this” describes another vision.  Although they appear in the same chapter they are distinct and separate.  John goes on to show how they are distinct. 

· Unlike the 144,000 this is a group that “no one could count.”  

· In contrast to the distinctively Jewish nature of the 144,000 John now describes a group that has no national or ethnic identity.  They are said to be from every nation [people group]. The word “nation” in Greek is the word in English from which we get “ethnic.”  Webster defines our English word in the following way: a: of or relating to large groups of people classed according to common racial, national, tribal, religious, linguistic, or cultural origin or background <ethnic minorities> <ethnic enclaves> b: being a member of an ethnic group.  The Greek word carries with it the same set of descriptions as the English. It is a group comprised of every other people group in the world.  God is here driving home the point that He sees the world as either Jew or Gentile.

· They are further said to have come “from” or more accurately “out of” every tribe, people and language.  It should be noticed here that this does not mean that all peoples of the Earth will be saved.  It means that God intends to get some from every people group that has ever existed.  Question:  

· How could God possibly do this?

· Does this mean that Christ cannot return until the Church has evangelized the entire world to this degree? 

The Scripture is very clear about the Gentile peoples of the earth.  It has always been God’s intention to save many of them.  In fact, the prophets foretold how the Messiah would be preached and believed on amongst all the “peoples” of the Earth. 

Ezekiel 39:21

 21"And I will set My glory among the nations; and all the nations will see My judgment which I have executed and My hand which I have laid on them.

Furthermore, God intended that Israel should be the chosen channel to bring this blessing to the rest of the world.  God did not choose Israel so that He could ‘not chose’ the rest of the world.  This plan is plainly revealed in Scripture and the Apostles were well aware of it when they witnessed its initiation on the day of Pentecost.  Here are some of the key Scriptures:

Genesis 12

    1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 

    

   2 "I will make you into a great nation 
       and I will bless you; 
       I will make your name great, 
       and you will be a blessing. 

    3 I will bless those who bless you, 
       and whoever curses you I will curse; 
       and all peoples on earth 
       will be blessed through you."

This is the first time God spoke to a Jew!  WOW!  Stop and imagine that there were no Jews before this moment.  God created the Jews for a purpose and He chose to do it through one man.  Remarkable, He even gives all this insight into His own reasons with the very first communication to His newly created “chosen people.”

When David prayed and worshiped God he was aware of God’s greater purpose in the world for Israel. 

Psalm 67

    1 May God be gracious to us and bless us 
       and make his face shine upon us, 
       Selah 

    2 that your ways may be known on earth, 
       your salvation among all nations. 

    3 May the peoples praise you, O God; 
       may all the peoples praise you. 

    4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
       for you rule the peoples justly 
       and guide the nations of the earth. 
       Selah 

    5 May the peoples praise you, O God; 
       may all the peoples praise you. 

    6 Then the land will yield its harvest, 
       and God, our God, will bless us. 

    7 God will bless us, 
       and all the ends of the earth will fear him.

Isaiah heralded this theme over and over.  God planned from the very beginning to choose Israel and save her, but also to use her as the means to save the rest of the peoples of the Earth.   

Isaiah 11

10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.

Isaiah 45

22 "Turn to me and be saved, 
       all you ends of the earth; 
       for I am God, and there is no other.

Isaiah 52

10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm 
       in the sight of all the nations, 
       and all the ends of the earth will see 
       the salvation of our God.

Isaiah 49

5 And now the LORD says— 
       He who formed me in the womb to be his servant 
       to bring Jacob back to him 
       and gather Israel to himself, 
       for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD 
       and my God has been my strength- 

    6 He says: 
       "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 
       to restore the tribes of Jacob 
       and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 
       I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 
       that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth." 

    7 This is what the LORD says— 
       the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel— 
       to Him who was despised and abhorred by the nation, 
       to the servant of rulers: 
       "Kings will see you and rise up, 
       princes will see and bow down, 
       because of the LORD, who is faithful, 
       the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you." 

“They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.”  The robes are also mentioned in Rev. 6:9-11 and were at that time on the martyrs.  That this might be a subsequent description of that group is certainly possible.  They are said to be holding palm branches in their hands.  How glorious a thought is this.  The crowds clogging the streets of Jerusalem at the triumphal entry also waved these branches and shouted but to no avail.  This time everything has changed. Christ’s faithful witnesses have now ceased their questioning and have begun an all out worship of the lamb.  

Revelation 7
10And they cried out in a loud voice: 
   "Salvation belongs to our God, 
   who sits on the throne, 
   and to the Lamb." 11All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying: 
   "Amen! 
   Praise and glory 
   and wisdom and thanks and honor 
   and power and strength 
   be to our God for ever and ever. 
   Amen!"

They cry the same thing as they did on that fateful day in Jerusalem.  “They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,  "Hosanna!"  Hosanna is a transliteration of a Hebrew word meaning “salvation.”  While Israel two millennia ago, recognized for a brief moment, her Messiah but would not receive Him, the faithful witnesses drawn from all the nations finally give Jesus the true worship He is worthy of.  Why are we ashamed of this truth?  The world is assaulting the church and she is succumbing.  We no longer shout such things.  We are ashamed! We have become ashamed to say that Jesus Christ alone is the singular answer to the needs of men.  His own people no longer proclaim through preaching that He will save and heal the sin sick soul.  We have pandered to an unbelieving world in return for their good will.  Catholics, Moslems, Mormons, and anyone else who is sincere can be saved without faith in the shed blood of the Lamb of God.  But Christ’s “beloved” know and proclaim otherwise.  “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb.”  The world is perishing for lack of the knowledge of the true Christ of the Bible.  We have been given the task of proclaiming Him to this generation.  

Revelation 7

13Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?" 

    14I answered, "Sir, you know." 

   And he said, "These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15Therefore, 
   "they are before the throne of God 
      and serve him day and night in his temple; 
   and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. 
    16Never again will they hunger; 
      never again will they thirst. 
   The sun will not beat upon them, 
      nor any scorching heat. 
    17For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; 
      he will lead them to springs of living water. 
   And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

What John observes and describes here is the greatest worldwide response to the gospel of Christ that has ever been seen.  This should not confuse us or surprise us even though we do not have the church or the Holy Spirit present on the earth.  Even though God’s primary purpose throughout eternity and the Scripture is to be glorified, we see in this chapter His intense mercy and love for lost men everywhere.  

What a humbling thought that God will save all these multitudes of men at the very time that Satan is running wild on the Earth seeking to destroy everything possible.  Our God is an awesome God, Mighty in all His ways and fully able to bring to pass the salvation of peoples.  Should we not therefore take Him seriously in this age?  Should we not proclaim Him and spread His glory to all people?  Are we His faithful witnesses in this age or are we intimidated, ashamed and silenced, believing like much of the evangelical church of our day that the “preaching of Christ” could never induce anyone to follow Him and turn from their sin.  May God give us boldness to believe Him once again and be His faithful ones. 
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