Chapter One

The Alpha and the Omega
Introduction to Chapter One:

Revelation 1:1-2  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John,  2 who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.
· Who is this book about?  

The book is about the glorious nature of Jesus Christ.  It is an “unveiling” [revelation] of Christ.  Until this time men had only seen the “veiled” Christ.  Jesus did not reveal Himself to men in His full glory until now.  The Book of Revelation shows us who Jesus actually is.  Paul the apostle, who had seen Jesus in His glory spoke of it to the Philippians. 
Philippians 2
  6Who, being in very nature God, 
       did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
 7but made himself nothing, 
       taking the very nature of a servant, 
       being made in human likeness. 
  8And being found in appearance as a man, 
       he humbled himself 
       and became obedient to death-- 
       even death on a cross!

Jesus did not even reveal Himself fully to all His twelve disciples.  Only Peter, James and John ever saw Him with the veil lifted. 

Matthew 17

1After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus.”
· Why This Book is Written  

To show His servants how things will end.  The disciples were not certain how these things would play out.  They asked Jesus several questions about the future and apparently did not understand fully. 

Matthew 24
3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age.  4Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you.

It seems clear from these and other questions that they did not fully understand how God would bring His rule to Earth. 

· How Did God Choose to Reveal His Son?  

God sent His Angel to His servant John.  Here John is named as the writer and the method of knowledge is direct revelation from God by means of a special messenger.  The word “angel” occurs over 70 times in Revelation. 

· What is the Angel going to Testify about? 

The angel is going to testify regarding the “Word of God” and the “Testimony of Jesus Christ” This is one and the same thing. 

John 1
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.

· When Will These Things Happen?
Soon!  We are to be expecting the end of history as it is described for us in the Book of Revelation.  The implication here is one of imminence.  This is a recurring theme regarding the coming of Christ.  It is His coming for the church that will trigger the events of Revelation.  

While waiting we are promised blessing if we will read this book, listen to its words and take them to heart.  Strangely this is one of the lesser-known books in the Bible.  Bishop Trent, an esteemed British Scholar, once complained that every portion of Scripture was read publicly in the Church of England accept for portions of the Book of Revelation.  

These words may have been written 1900 years ago, but with God time is of little importance.  In the mind of God these events have already occurred.  The Lord is not bound by time and the passage of it is of no consequence to Revelation’s importance. 
Psalm 90
4 For a thousand years in your sight 
are like a day that has just gone by, 
or like a watch in the night.

Revelation 1:3  3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.

God promises a unique blessing to all who read or hear this prophecy.  This is the only book with this type of promise attached.  This is not magic, but it does make one think that there are things within this  book that are unlike other revelation in Scripture. 
The Letters to the Seven Churches
Revelation 1:4-5   4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood—

This is a generic greeting.  It points out that these are messages to all the church.  Although specific churches are written to, the message is universal in nature.  We should think of these letters the way we do of the other epistles [letters] that are included in the New Testament.  These seven like the rest are for all of God’s people in the church age. 
Grace and Peace from Jesus our Lord:  This is a common greeting in the New Testament and is particularly relevant to messages that rebuke disobedient churches and describe the destruction of the unbelieving world.  
Who is, who was and who is to come.  This is God the Father.  We know this because Jesus appears in the greeting in the next verse. 
The Seven Spirit before the throne:  greets the churches.

And from Jesus Christ The Son:  Jesus greets the churches. He is “The Faithful Witness.” 

John 1 18No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.

The firstborn from among the dead:  The firstborn was the preeminent one. This is a title and not a description.  The entire New Testament makes it clear that Jesus Christ was God the Son.  This description, in no way, demonstrates that He was a created being. 
Colossians 1 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 

The ruler of the kings of the earth:  Jesus is King of Kings and supreme over all other rulers.

1 Timothy 6 15which God will bring about in his own time--God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,

Revelation 19 16On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
To Him who loves us:  Jesus for all His glory and power is the lover of our souls.  He freed us from our sins by His own blood, given in love for us. 
1 John 3:16 16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

Romans 6:22 22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.
John worships Jesus Christ [6-8]

Revelation 1:6-8   6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father-- to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  7 BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.  8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."

Glory and Dominion:  John prays that Christ might be known throughout the Universe and that He would sovereignly rule it as well for He is worthy: 

He made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father:  He has enabled us to offer true worship to Him. 
1 Peter 2:5-9 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  6 For this is contained in Scripture: "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED."  7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, "THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,"  8 and, "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE"; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.  9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
We were made a kingdom of priests for God’s benefit and not for our own.  I usually hear this mentioned in the context of benefit for us.  The simple truth is that all the acceptable worship that we offer is made possible by God working first in us. 

It is therefore correct to say that all worship is for God and not for man.  In today’s world we see worship as something we do to enhance our own life.  This is why people will say, “I can’t worship unless I have certain music.”  or  “I can’t worship if the Sermon is over 25 minutes long.”  Statements like these and others indicate that we view worship as being “about us” and not “about God”  

Revelation 1:6 clearly states that God has made us a “kingdom and Priests” for the purpose of serving Him.  We should therefore give Him glory and power forever and ever. 

BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS:  We give Him glory precisely because He is coming again.  This is a future event.  It will not be secret.  Every eye will see Him.  This is most likely describing Christ’s coming in Glory and Judgment rather than the “Rapture” The context indicates that the ones who “will see Him” are the ones responsible for His death.  His appearing will bring them no joy, but only the expectation of judgment.  [cf. Rev. 19:1-11-18]

I am the Alpha and the Omega:  He is the One and Only God.  Right from the beginning in Chapter One,  Jesus begins to assert His total and glorious divinity.  He is not just equal to the Father but is One with the Father. 

John 10 30I and the Father are one."

It is valid to translate the above verse as “I and the Father are one thing”

The book of Revelation closes with the same assertions of Glory and Divinity that we find in the opening chapter.  This is a book about the “unveiling” or “revelation” of the Glory of Jesus Christ. 

Revelation 21 6 Then He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.
Revelation 22 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.

John sees the Glorified Christ in all His Heavenly Splendor

Revelation 1:9-10  9 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.  10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet,
I, John, your brother:  John was in exile because he preached the Word and gave testimony about Jesus. 


Patmos: a Roman prison colony.  It was a 4 by 8 mile island south of Turkey near Greece. John was released from there around 97 AD thus giving us a date for the Book of Revelation

I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day:  He was there on the Lord’s Day.  This would be Sunday.  It is clear from the New Testament that the disciples began to meet on the “first day” of the week to commemorate the resurrection of Christ that took place on that day.  In the beginning they were also going to the Synagogue on the seventh day, but the Christians were eventually driven out of the Synagogue and they then continued to meet together as believers on the first day of the week. 
Some Important observations about the Sunday vs. Saturday Worship

Bible never says that the seventh-day Sabbath was transferred to Sunday.  Instead The Scripture teaches us that Jesus fulfilled the Sabbath and thus became our true provider of daily rest.  To “fulfill” was to bring to its full and logical conclusion.  Prophecy that is fulfilled is not nullified or destroyed.  It is merely concluded because all that it predicted actually happened.  In this way Jesus “fulfilled” the law.  The Sabbath or seventh day was part of that.  
Matthew 5:17 17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.
Here are some of the significant things that happened in the New Testament on the First Day of the Week [Sunday].

1.   Jesus was resurrected on Sunday:

John 20:1 “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.” 
Mark 16:9-10 “When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons.” NIV

2.  Jesus appeared to the disciples on Sunday:

John 20:19 “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"  

3.  A week later Jesus appears to His disciples again on Sunday.

John 20:26 “A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"” 

4.  Pentecost (The outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit) happened on Sunday. 

Acts 2:1 “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.”
Lev 23:15-17 clearly explains that Pentecost happens the day after the seventh Sabbath: “From the day after the Sabbath, the day you brought the sheaf of the wave offering, count off seven full weeks. Count off fifty days up to the day after the seventh Sabbath, and then present an offering of new grain to the LORD.” 

Please note that the early Christians came together in one place on that day, with the apostle Peter being the leader. The first mention of Christians coming together happened on Sunday!

5.  The Christian’s first public sermon delivered by Peter happened on Sunday.

Acts 2:14-15 “Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.” 

6.  The first baptisms performed by the early Christian church happened on Sunday: 

Acts 2:41 “Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.” 

7.  Although Paul stayed seven days at Troas, Scriptures do not mention any Christian meeting on Sabbath but only on the first day of the week.

Acts 20:6-8 “But we sailed from Philippi after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and five days later joined the others at Troas, where we stayed seven days. On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight.” 

8.   Paul encourages the Christians of Corinth to set aside a sum of money to help the poor of Jerusalem on Sunday.  

1 Cor 16:2 “On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.”

9.   John had a vision on “the Lord's Day”.

Rev 1:10 “ On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet…”
10.   Some Early Christian Writings Confirm that the Believers met on  Sunday

“the day of the resurrection of the Lord, that is, the Lord's day” Didache (90 AD), Constitutions of the Holy Apostles, Book XXX  

“What day did the first Christians come together and why?”  The overwhelming evidence points to Sunday in order to commemorate Jesus’ resurrection.  The Bible and the Writings of the early Christians agree:  Believers were meeting together on Sunday and not on the Sabbath.

Was the Sabbath law fulfilled in Jesus?  Absolutely!  The Bible forbids anyone from judging his brother on the keeping of a Sabbath day.  That is because the Sabbath was a symbol or “shadow” of the reality that was found in Christ. 
 Col 2:16-17 “Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.”  

Furthermore, Ephesians teaches us that at the Cross Jesus abolished the ordinances that caused enmity between Jew and Gentile.  He called these the “Law of Commandments.”  

Ephesians 2:14-16 14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall,  15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace,  16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.
The reality of the Sabbath is in Jesus, who said: "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matt 11:28-29).  This rest is not attainable on only one day a week, but every day of the week.  Praise the Lord for caring so much for us! 
The Messages to the Seven Churches and to Us 
Revelation 1:11-13  11 saying, "Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea."  12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands;  13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash.
Then I turned to see the voice:  A vision of the glorified Jesus and His church. He was standing among seven golden lamp stands. The lamp stands represent the seven churches of John’s letter. Jesus is in the midst of “His Church” The church is never “our church”.  The sheep are never “our sheep”.  Jesus appears glorified in the midst of “His church” the picture of love and familiarity.  It is the work of His hand.  His clear instructions to it are about to follow and we would be advised to pay heed to it.  The Church and its building belong to Christ alone. 
Matthew 16:18  18 "I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
“One like the son of man”: This was Jesus’ favorite title for Himself. This title occurs 84 times in the Gospels. 21 times it refers to Christ’s second coming.  John goes on to describe this man in great detail. 

In Daniel’s vision of the Ancient of Days we clearly see God the Father. In Dan. 7:13,14 Daniel saw The Father bestowing upon the son all authority and glory.  We come to this vision it is the commentary on what Daniel saw in Chapter 7 or His prophecy. 

“Dressed in a Robe:” This type of robe was a common dress of the High Priest in the OT. [Cf. Ex 28:2]

“with a golden sash”: This type of sash or “girdle” was used by the priest to bind his robe above the waist and give greater freedom of movement. 

Revelation 1:14-16   14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire.  15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters.  16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength.
“His head and hair:”: Daniel’s vision of God in Dan. 7:9-14. The whiteness represents antiquity and holiness. In this vision the “Ancient of Days” is God the Father in His glory. 

“eyes like blazing fire:”  These are eyes that shoot fire.  They are looking about the earth and The Church to discern the works and thoughts of men. Omniscience and scrutiny are the watchwords here along with indignation over the behavior of men within the His Church. 

“feet like glowing bronze:” With the feet one moves into action. They carry us to where we will accomplish works of some sort.  In the case of God they are glowing like metal that has been heated in a furnace and refined.  Impurity is not found in any of His deeds. He comes not merely to be, but to judge and purify. 

Isaiah 52
7 How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, 
who say to Zion, 
"Your God reigns!" 

“voice like the sound of rushing water:” Anyone who has ever stood by Niagara Falls or some other rushing water can testify to the impossibility of hearing anything else. Such experiences instill in us a sense of insignificance and awe.  All other voices cease to be heard in the presence of the Glorified Christ. Do you ever hunger to hear Christ this way?  Have you ever said, “only your voice dear Jesus and not the voices of reason, science, intellect, psychology and philosophy.  In this day no other voice will be heard save that of Jesus the Christ. 

“in His right hand:” Jesus holds the authority and omnipotence over His messengers.  They will do His bidding and will speak what He wishes to have spoken. These are either actual angels or some other type of messenger.  The Greek word is the same for either English word. 

“out of His mouth:” The figure here is certainly that of the Word of God. 

Ephesians 6 17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Hebrews 4  12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-​edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

What we have here is more than just the Written Word of God that we immediately think of.  We see Jesus in His Glory speaking judgment on the world.  If we believe, and we do, that the Bible is divinely powerful imagine this scene in which Jesus, creator and ruler of the universe begins to pour forth judgment from His mouth should stun the reader. 

Revelation 19  11I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

“His face was like the sun:” The sun is the brightest source of light that man encounters in nature.  It is impossible to look directly at it for more than an instant without permanent damage to the eye.  Paul encountered the risen and glorified Christ in this manner. 

Acts 26:12-18  12 "While so engaged as I was journeying to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests,  13 at midday, O King, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining all around me and those who were journeying with me.  14 "And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew dialect, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.'  15 "And I said, 'Who are You, Lord?' And the Lord said, 'I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.  16 'But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you;  17 rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you,  18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.'
God is characterized by light throughout the Scripture: 

2 Samuel 23:4  4 Is as the light of the morning when the sun rises, A morning without clouds, When the tender grass springs out of the earth, Through sunshine after rain.'
Psalm 27:1  A Psalm of David. The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the defense of my life; Whom shall I dread?
John had seen Jesus looking like this once before at 
Christ’s transfiguration. God chooses to reveal Himself in glorious light again and again. This occasion is no different.

The glorified Christ Revealed to His Church

Revelation 1:17-19  17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,  18 and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.  19 "Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after these things.  
“I fell at His feet like a dead man:”  This is a totally proper human reaction to God.  John even knew Jesus as a and also as a cousin.  He had once placed his head on Christ’s chest and yet John fell prostrate before Him.  This is the proper and appropriate place for all men before God.  

James 4 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 

The Bible describes other men as well who encountered God with similar results. 

Ezekiel 1 28 Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When I saw it, I fell facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking. 

We are to fear God in that He is the awesome creator of all things,  but His dear children are not to fear Him or anything else.

2 Timothy 1 7For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

It is said of John Knox, the heroic Scottish Preacher that, “He feared God so much that he was afraid to fear any man.”

To His dear friend John and by extension to us as well for He calls us “friends”, Jesus offers the following reasons NOT to fear: 

There are four reasons here why Christians are not to fear Jesus at His “appearing.”

· “I am the First and the Last” This is an OT title applied to God. 

Isaiah 41
4Who has performed and done it, 
        Calling the generations from the beginning? 
        "I, the LORD, am the first; 
        And with the last I am He."'

Other things and other gods come and go but before them all was God and after all other things are gone there will still be God.

· “I am the Living One: I was dead” Jesus calls our attention to the power that He holds over death.  Without doubt man most fears death.  Jesus conquered death.

Acts 2:24  24 "But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.


John 10 17The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father."


· “Behold I am alive for ever and ever”  It will not be possible for wicked men to ever prevail against Christ again.  He is our Savior in every sense and our Champion in the war against evil.  We do not fear what man or Satan may do to us. 

Hebrews 9 28so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

· “I hold the keys of death and Hades” John must not have noticed this detail in his above description so Jesus includes it in His 4 reasons not to be afraid. 


Hebrews 2:13 - 3:1  13 And again, "I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN HIM." And again, "BEHOLD, I AND THE CHILDREN WHOM GOD HAS GIVEN ME."  14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.  16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham.  17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.  
The Mystery of the Stars and the Lampstands Revealed
Revelation 1:20  20 "As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.
The vision of the stars and the lampstands are said by Jesus to be a “mystery” The use of this term in the New Testament does not mean something that cannot be understood but something previously unknown or unknowable without divine revelation.  The passage below from Ephesians illustrates this perfectly as it pertains to Jesus.

Ephesians 3 3that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets.

In Verse 19 this mystery pertains to the stars and the lamp stands.  If we follow our own logic then Jesus is saying that the true meaning of the stars and the lamp stands needs to be given to us.  We would not be able to discern it without His help.  Some things are discernable but this is not. 

The Seven Stars:  Two possible views are put forth as  to the meaning of the “stars”.  One would think that the words of Jesus would tend to settle this issue definitively, but since the word “angelos” is ambiguous two major views persist along with a few minor ones. 

· The Stars are the Pastors of the Seven Churches: Since the word “angelos” can be translated “messenger”, the “seven stars” could be understood to be the Pastors of Christ’s seven churches.  The reasoning goes something like this:  The stars represent angel/messengers and the angel/messengers represent pastors and the pastors were going to take these messages back to their churches.   

· The Stars are the angels of the seven churches:  On other occasions, when Jesus explained the meaning of a symbol he did not use another symbol to do it.  The example below just happens to use the same meaning as the passage here. 

Matthew 13 39and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.

Angels were instrumental in revealing to Daniel the meaning of the visions that God gave him concerning these same events. 

Daniel 8
16 And I heard a man's voice from the Ulai calling, "Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision."

Daniel 9
21 while I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. 22 He instructed me and said to me, "Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding. 23 As soon as you began to pray, an answer was given, which I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed. Therefore, consider the message and understand the vision:

The stars then could be angels or they could be human messengers of some sort.  I would chose to go with the common meaning of “angel” given the fact that the letters are addressed to the seven “messengers” and Jesus does not choose to tell us anything further about the identity of those messengers. 
Angels do play a huge role in Revelation and are mentioned over 70 times in the book, from the beginning to the very end. 
Revelation 1:1  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John

Revelation 22:8  8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things.

The Seven Lampstands: The meaning of the lampstands is a lot easier.  We are unable to imagine metaphorical meaning for the word “churches.”  Jesus is seen in John’s vision to be in the middle or the “midst” of His churches.  This is really a fitting symbol given all that Jesus had to say about the churches.  Jesus walks among  His churches. 

Matthew 5 14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.

Matthew 18 20For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them."

Jesus is also in the midst of the Elders in Rev. 5:6.  As we will see when we get to this passage the Elders represent the glorified church in heaven.  In their midst is Jesus. 

Revelation 5 6And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

CONCLUSION: 
This first chapter sets the entire stage for the “unveiling” or “Revelation” that is about to be given to the church.  This “Revelation” of Jesus Christ was given by God through the instrumentality of an angel who then imparted it to John.  In the first three verses God promises a special blessing to all who will “read,” “hear” and “take to heart” the words of the prophecy that God is giving in The Book of Revelation. 

Verses four through eight declare the primary recipients of this book. They are the “Seven Churches” in the province of Asia, all of which are found in the modern day country of Turkey. These verses make mention of Christ’s incarnation, resurrection, sovereignty, atonement, second advent and eternality.  They are a harbinger of what is to come in the rest of the book. We are about to see the “Glorified Christ.”  No longer the Suffering Savior but the Creator/God of the universe in all His splendor.  The anticipation is almost palpable. 

John, the Lord’s cousin and “the disciple that Jesus loved” had been imprisoned on the small island of Patmos.  He was there because of his preaching of the Word and because of his faith in Jesus.  In this dismal setting Jesus appears to His beloved friend and disciple in all His majesty.   I am reminded of how often Jesus has come to me at my darkest hour.  His presence alone cheers the heart and soul.  Christ is not bound by our geography and certainly not by our circumstances.  He truly has never left us or forsaken us. 

In verses nine through sixteen John sees the Glorified Christ Jesus.  He has seen Him like this once before on the Mount of Transfiguration, but His appearance here is probably unexpected.  John is in a dire circumstance.  The persecution is intense and the churches of Asia Minor are not all holding up well under it either.  In fact most are succumbing to a variety of internal and external pressures.  John can only stand by and hear the reports at this point in His life.  He is a prisoner on a lonely island.  

But Jesus shows Himself to John and to us as the one who “walks in the midst of His churches.”  Not only this, but He controls the angels that protect and care for us.  He is able and willing to send them to do His bidding.  That bidding is energized by the Word that comes out of His mouth.  He declares Himself to have “always been” and “always to be,” reminding John of His statement to the Jews, “before Abraham was ‘I am’.”  He claims and then demonstrates total mastery over death.  In so doing He destroys death and the fear of it in those who trust Him while freeing us from all bondage to sin.  

Revelation 1:6  To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
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