Chapter Nineteen

Amen, Hallelujah 
Revelation 19:1-4  After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God;  2 BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-SERVANTS ON HER."  3 And a second time they said, "Hallelujah! HER SMOKE RISES UP FOREVER AND EVER."  4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sits on the throne saying, "Amen. Hallelujah!"
“After these things” introduces a new vision. John has just seen the destruction of Babylon the religious whore and the global economic beast that devours everything on the planet. 
“Something like a loud voice.”  He does not know what it is but because he understands words it certainly must be at the very least “like a voice.”  This is probably the angels rather than the redeemed.  They don’t join in until verse five.
“Hallelujah.” Transliterated Hebrew for “praise Yahweh.”

“Salvation” From earth’s perspective this is the most important thing that is going on here.  God alone saves in the midst of the destruction of creation. 

“Glory”  He does it in a way that only God Himself can do.  He crushes His enemies and vanquishes every thing that is set up against Him. 
“Power”  This is His sufficiency. It is actually ability.  It is not just raw explosive power.  God is able to do everything He proposes to do and absolutely nothing may stand in His way.  Heaven is in awe!!  He is carrying out His will without hesitation and without any meaningful opposition. 
David first praised God the same way.  This is fitting for one King to praise the King of Kings in this way. 

1 Chronicles 29:11-12  11 "Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O LORD, and You exalt Yourself as head over all.  12 "Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all, and in Your hand is power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to strengthen everyone.
This threefold exaltation belongs to God for three reasons:

· BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS
Men groan when there is injustice.  

Proverbs 29:2  2 When the righteous increase, the people rejoice, But when a wicked man rules, people groan. 

But when there is righteousness or even the thought of it our hearts begin to leap with joy.  The greatest source of Joy in the universe is the destruction of wickedness and the lifting up of the beauty of God. 
Isaiah 9:6-7   6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

Jeremiah 23:5  5 "Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "When I will raise up for David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land.
· He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality
God has put an end to the pouring out of wickedness and injustice that has plagued the earth since Adam’s fall.   Satan’s religion and Satan’s government has corrupted the entire earth with their immorality. [fornication]
· HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-SERVANTS ON HER.
He has brought about vengeance and therefore justice.  It is alright for God to take revenge.  He is absolutely justice and His vengeance will therefore be just.  
2 Thessalonians 1:6-9  6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,  7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,  8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
Amen= Faithful, firm,  truly, surely

The Marriage Supper

Revelation 19:5   5 And a voice came from the throne, saying, "Give praise to our God, all you His bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and the great."  
When we get to verse five, heaven is already ablaze with worship and praise of the Lamb.  It is a “great multitude” and it is affirming that what God does is righteous and true.  Heaven is declaring that it is just for God to destroy the whore and her lovers along with the global economic and political system of Satan and the beast.  Creation needs to be rid of this sin.  
It is just because Christ will soon be enthroned as the righteous King of Kings.  The Creator and life giver of the universe.  Finally, there will be no obstacles to His glory.  It will truly be as Isaiah reported. 

Isaiah 11:9  For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
Habakkuk 2:14  14 "For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea.

Who is singing and praising “from the throne” in verse five?
· The voice is not the lamb because He always says “my God not “our God.”  [Rev. 3:2 and John 20:17]
· It is not on the throne or in the temple but just coming from the direction of the throne. 
· It is probably one of the four living beings or one of the other angels that we have seen throughout the book.  
"Give praise to our God, all you His bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and the great."  It is an authoritative voice.  It issues a command to praise not just a request. 

Who is called to join the heavenly chorus?    They are His bond-servants, those who fear Him.  And they are from all nations, races, languages and walks of life.  They are great and small.  They come from all groups and divisions that you can imagine but they have this in common.  They belong to Christ.  They are “sold out” to Him.  And they have been waiting for this moment their entire existence. 
Acts 4:29 "And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence, [Fisherman and us]
Revelation 7:3 saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads."  [144,000]
Revelation 11:18 "And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth." [Prophets and saints in general]
Revelation 19:6   6 Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.
The noise is beyond hearing.  It is a roar both like a water fall and a magnificent thunder storm.  And it is all saying:  
Hallelujah!   Praise Yahweh! 

He Reigns:  This has happened.  The Greek puts it first in the sentence in order to make it the compelling thought.  HE REIGNS!  “royal authority : SOVEREIGNTY <under the reign of the Stuart kings> b : the dominion, sway, or influence of one resembling a monarch”  
Our Lord God:  This is your Lord God.  You who have embrace Christ as the sole remedy for your sin and circumstances.  You are His bondservants so you may join in on this chorus even now.  John sees it coming to fruition and frankly, so do we right this moment as we read. 
The Almighty:  The ruler of all.  He holds sway over creation.  He is the Sovereign God. 

Revelation 19:7  7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."  

Marriages were a big deal in Biblical times.  They used to be important in our society at one time.  Today we consider them perfunctory.  We figure we will be hearing about the divorce soon enough.  There is no reason to get too excited about it given the level of grief and misery that usually attends the marriage itself.  
But John is hearing about a marriage that is the event of the universe.  This makes a British Royal wedding look like something done by the justice of the peace.  This is the Lamb’s wedding and the bride has made herself ready. 
Who is the Lamb:  It is Jesus the Christ.  God the Son.  The creator of the Universe and the redeemer of all men. 

John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Revelation 5:6-10  6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."

Who is the Bride: It is the church.  The entire New Testament has been preparing us for this moment. 

2 Corinthians 11:2  2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.
Ephesians 5:25-30   25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,  26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself;  29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,  30 because we are members of His body.
The Bride has made herself Ready:  How did she do this?  
Revelation 19:8  8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints

Fine line, bright and clean:  She has put on the clothing that has been given to her.  Our Salvation has been bought and given to us. 
Bright is [lampros]  These are garments of light.  

Psalm 104:1-2  Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, You are very great; You are clothed with splendor and majesty,  2 Covering Yourself with light as with a cloak, Stretching out heaven like a tent curtain.
God is clothed like this and we are made in His image. 

Psalm 17:15  15 As for me, I shall behold Your face in righteousness; I will be satisfied with Your likeness when I awake.

Daniel 12:2-3  2 "Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.  3 "Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.
Clean is katharos.  It is a purity that is stressed here.  We are given God like purity in our resurrection.  This is how the bride is arrayed for her husband. 
Justification.  This means that we have a legal righteous standing before God.  It has nothing to do with how righteous we actually are.  How did we come into possession of such a treasure.  Where did it come from.. From the same place as these wedding clothes.  It was given to us.  
· It was bought by Christ alone. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  

Titus 3:4-7   4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,  5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
· It is a Justification that is by faith alone. It is taken up by faith alone  
Romans 3:20-24   20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference,  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

Romans 3:27-28   27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith.  28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. 

· It is put on by us.  This is our responsibility.  Men are expected to do something about their own salvation.  This in now way contributes to it.  You cannot take a bow for acting like a Christian.  It is now what you have become and like you trained your own children how to act, God does the same for His. 
Ephesians 4:22-24  22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires;  23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds;  24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.
The righteous acts of the saints: This is what believers are like.  God makes us His sons and places His laws in our hearts.  We are enabled by the Spirit to begin to live righteously.  But it is “given to us” to be this way. 
Ephesians 5:8   8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light
This is how the New Testament describes this ongoing salvation process.  

Colossians 1:29 For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.

Philippians 2:12-13  12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
One Last thing on this:  God alone saved you.  It was your appointment with destiny.  He decided it before He began to create anything else. 

Ephesians 1:4-5  He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,
But….God did not save you so that you could disgrace Him.  He is working for His glory and thankfully as His children we are given the grace [ability] to begin to be like Him in many ways.  This is the ongoing process of our salvation.  Its reality is fully accomplished in faith, but God has chosen to perfect us in deeds over a period of time.  This is what He has decided to do.  Your works have already been prepared for you just as surely as your place in heaven.  If I were you I would rush headlong into them.  Seize the opportunity to serve God.  You cannot fail and you can only glorify God in it.  

Ephesians 2:8-10   8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
Now in light of all this it is perfectly understandable to say that the Bride has made herself ready by putting on the fine cloths which have been given to her.  

Revelation 19:9    9 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."

This section ends with a blessing upon those invited.  Blessed is “happy” here.  It is a joyous time of celebration and no one would want to miss it.  It is going to happen just as God has said that it would.  His Words are true.  
Who is invited then?  


These are the Old Testament believers. Here is the time line once again:
Daniel 9:24  24 "Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place.

· God told Daniel that Israel would have another 490 years back in the land before Messiah would reign and put an end to sin.  
Daniel 9:25  25 "So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.

· This period would begin with the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem.  Messiah would appear at the end of 483 of those years.  The problem is that the promise to anoint and bring in everlasting righteousness would not be fulfilled until the 490.  Seven more years were needed after the appearance of Messiah. 
Daniel 9:26   26 "Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined.
· At the end of the 483 the Messiah would be killed and then a series of events would take place.  A people associated with a future prince will destroy Jerusalem again and it will be a flood of destruction. 
Daniel 9:27   27 "And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate."

· This future prince will make a covenant for seven years but will break it in the middle and defile the temple.  He will get away with it until the destruction that God has decreed comes upon him at last.  
Revelation 19:9  brings us to the end of the tribulation and also to the end of the 490 years.  All the things that Daniel foretold, will now unfold.  Messiah will reign.  He will put an end to sin, vision and prophecy and bring in everlasting righteousness. This wedding banquet is a celebration of Christ’s love for His children.
Now let me ask you this.  In a perfect world….who would be at your wedding?  

· The Bride

· The Groom

· The Loved ones of all

· The Family of all

· The Dearest intimate Friends of all
We usually do not send out an invitation to the bride…right?  Who are the guests then? They are the Old Testament believers.  They are the Israel to whom God promised the kingdom and the King in Daniel 9.  Daniel tells how they will come to life for this event. 
Daniel 12:2  2 "Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.
Isaiah tells how Israel will attend this banquet. It is the event of the ages and is for all the redeemed of God.

Isaiah 25:6-9  6 The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain; A banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, And refined, aged wine.  7 And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, Even the veil which is stretched over all nations.  8 He will swallow up death for all time, And the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken.  9 And it will be said in that day, "Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation."
Israel will sing at that supper.  She is the invited guest. Everyone the Father loves will come and enjoy the wedding.  The Bride is not love more than a mother or a father or a brother or a sister.  She is loved differently;  that is all.  Everyone will rejoice equally in the king and His kingdom. 

Isaiah 26:1-4  In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: "We have a strong city; He sets up walls and ramparts for security.  2 "Open the gates, that the righteous nation may enter, The one that remains faithful.  3 "The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.  4 "Trust in the LORD forever, For in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock.

God will raise the righteous of Israel because she is the promised recipient of this joy.  She must come into the banquet and eat the choice morsels prepared by her King.  

Isaiah 26:19   19 Your dead will live; Their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy, For your dew is as the dew of the dawn, And the earth will give birth to the departed spirits.

Revelation 19:10  10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

John takes leave of his senses for a moment.  He begins to worship the angel.  This is strictly forbidden by Scripture:
Colossians 2:18  8 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,

Can you imagine the offense that the worship of mere humans causes to God and to the angels.  They are servants of God.  He alone is to be worshiped.   It is the theme of the Bible and it is the purpose and reason that you were redeemed.  
John 4:23  23 "But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.

Fellow Servants:  The angels are servants of God along with us.  They too worship only the Lamb. 

Hebrews 1:14  14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?

The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy:  Everything in the Old Testament and the New is funneling to Jesus.  He is the culmination of everything God ever told the Jews through the prophets.  This angel does not want the spotlight on any thing else in the Universe for even a moment. 
There are to be no distractions from the Glory of Christ but especially now.  John is about to see Christ coming back from Heaven in all His glory.  Trailing out behind Him are the armies of Heaven.  They too are arrayed in fine linen although described slightly differently from that garments of the bride. He is the conquering King.  The lion of the tribe of Judah.  
The Faithful and True

Revelation 19:11  11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.
This is the first of eight scenes that all start with the words “I saw.”  The following list will give a quick overview of what is coming in the next two chapters.  
· Revelation 19:17  17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, "Come, gather together for the great supper of God,

· Revelation 19:19  19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and his army.

· Revelation 20:1  And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain.

· Revelation 20:4  4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge.

· Revelation 20:11  11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.

· Revelation 20:12  12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.
· Revelation 21:1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.
Chapter nineteen now resumes the account of the pouring out of the seventh bowl which starts in 16:17.  
Revelation 16:17-21  17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne, saying, "It is done!"  18 Then there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake. No earthquake like it has ever occurred since man has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake.  19 The great city split into three parts, and the cities of the nations collapsed. God remembered Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of his wrath.  20 Every island fled away and the mountains could not be found.  21 From the sky huge hailstones of about a hundred pounds each fell upon men. And they cursed God on account of the plague of hail, because the plague was so terrible.

These verses above are a summary statement of God’s final act of judgment upon the earth.  After making it God goes on to describe the precise ways He will judge the kingdom of Antichrist and reclaim the earth which is rightfully His.   
· He will destroy the one world religion [Chapter 17]. 
· He will destroy the political and economic kingdom of the antichrist. [Chapter 18]
· After conquering all enemies there will be the great marriage of the lamb. [19-6-10]  The bride has made herself ready [19:7]  
All that is left now is for the conquering king to come and vanquish all enemies.  Remember Chapters 17-19 describe in detail the outpouring of the last bowl upon the earth.  The account of this seventh bowl concludes with the advent of Christ from Heaven.  This is the culminating event.  It is the climax of history.  It is the Revelation of Jesus Christ in Glory. 
I saw heaven standing open:  The last time this happened John went in. 
Revelation 4:1  After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this."

This time Jesus comes out.  It is the spectacular long awaited and spectacular advent or return of Jesus Christ.  The Rapture is not like this.  This is not the same event. Just look at the juxtaposition of the two events in the chart below. 
Comparison 

of 

Revelation 19:11-21 with I Thessalonians 4:16-17

	The Glorious Appearing
	The Rapture

	Revelation 19:11-21
	I Thessalonians 4:16-17

	Christ come to the Earth
	Christ comes in the air

	Time of Sorrow and War
	Time of Joy and Comfort [cf. Jn. 14:1-3]

	Comes with His Saints
	Comes for His Saints

	Comes at the end of the Tribulation
	Imminent- could happen at any minute

	For all humanity
	For Believers only

	Judgment on the Earth
	No Judgment on the Earth [cf. Jn. 14:1-3]

	The Beast and the False Prophet are thrown into the lake of fire. 
	No mention of the Beast or the False Prophet

	A great slaughter of the wicked
	No killing on earth mentioned

	Satan is bound for 1000 years
	No mention of Satan

	Christ sets up His kingdom
	Church taken to heaven


And behold, a white horse: A donkey was alright for the first coming but Jesus is not coming in humiliation this time.  
Zechariah 9:9  9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

This is a conqueror’s horse.  A General’s steed of the kind ridden my victorious generals of Roman armies.  White is pure and holy. 
He who sat on it is called Faithful and True:  He is called this also in chapter 3.

Revelation 3:14  14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this:

Whatever Jesus says is true and He will be faithful to carry out all His Words.  Men are fools to pick and choose which Words of Christ to take seriously and which to ignore. 
In righteousness He judges and wages war:  Jesus is the ultimate warrior.  The Gospels show only His humility, but those days are passed now.  Jesus told the church in Pergamum that they were in danger of facing Him in this role if they did not repent. 
Revelation 2:16   16 'Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth.

Men are living on the edge of destruction, but persist in their defiance of Christ.  All this will end at Christ’s return. 

Revelation 19:12-13  12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.

His eyes are a flame of fire:  Nothing escapes His notice.  The idea is of flames shooting out of Christ’s eyes.  You can run but you can’t hide. Solomon reminded us that 
NIV Proverbs 5:21 “a man's ways are in full view of the LORD, and he examines all his paths.”

NAU Hebrews 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.

Men who imagine that they are doing things that God does not know about are kidding themselves.  Jesus Christ is the omniscient God of Creation.  On this final day He will reveal Himself to creation exactly the way He is in reality.  
On His head are many diadems:  These are ruler’s crowns.  In His glorious retaking of the Earth Jesus has collected all the crowns of all the rulers of the earth and put them on His own head.  This is not an unknown custom.  
2 Samuel 12:30 Then he took the crown of their king from his head; and its weight was a talent of gold, and in it was a precious stone; and it was placed on David's head. And he brought out the spoil of the city in great amounts.

Verse sixteen gives Him the title of King of Kings.  This is an appropriate symbol of His Kingship over His own earth.  John foresaw this moment earlier when He heard 
Revelation 11:15  loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever."
He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself: We do not know if this name will ever be revealed.  It does show His uniqueness in all the universe.  There are things which God alone knows and this is one of them.  Men should not try to know what is unknowable. 
Deuteronomy 29:29  29 "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.

He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood: This is not the blood of the cross, but the blood of His enemies.  Isaiah spoke of it clearly. 
Isaiah 63:1-6  Who is this who comes from Edom, With garments of glowing colors from Bozrah, This One who is majestic in His apparel, Marching in the greatness of His strength? "It is I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save."  2 Why is Your apparel red, And Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press?  3 "I have trodden the wine trough alone, And from the peoples there was no man with Me. I also trod them in My anger And trampled them in My wrath; And their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, And I stained all My raiment.  4 "For the day of vengeance was in My heart, And My year of redemption has come.  5 "I looked, and there was no one to help, And I was astonished and there was no one to uphold; So My own arm brought salvation to Me, And My wrath upheld Me.  6 "I trod down the peoples in My anger And made them drunk in My wrath, And I poured out their lifeblood on the earth."

John MacArthur says:  “The question arises as to why His garments are blood spattered before the battle has begun.  But this is not His first battle; it is His last battle.  He has fought for His people throughout redemptive history, and His war clothes bear the stains of many previous slaughters.  At that day, they will be stained as never before when He “treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty” 
His name is called The Word of God: Another solid proof that this is Jesus.   He is called “The Word of God” because He has revealed God.  
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:14  14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Hebrews 1:3  3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
Revelation 19:14  14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.

Interestingly, only Christ Jesus is armed.  This will be a quick battle.  There is never any doubt as to its outcome.  The sovereign God is about to speak. 

Who is this army?  It consists of God’s saints.  They are in the body now and coming with Him in glory. 

· The Church resurrected and now arrayed in fine linen [Rev. 19:7-8]

· The Tribulation Saints [Rev. 7:9]

· The Old Testament Saints receiving their promised Kingdom [Dan. 12:1,2]

· His Angels [Matt. 25:31]
Revelation 19:15  15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.

From His mouth comes a sharp sword:  John Walvoord says that this sword is “unusually large and longer than most swords.  The same word is sometimes used to describe a javelin, a sword sufficiently light and long to be thrown as a spear.”  
One can hardly escape the clear implications of this symbol. His weapon is His Word.  God’s Word is powerful and it can be hurled at its objective as well as wielded by its possessor. What a shame that men imagine God’s Word to be like ours.  It is not just sound waves .  It is a synonym for action and power.  With it He spoke creation into being and with it He preached good news. Now He uses it to destroy the enemies of God.  It is swift, irresistible and inescapable. The Word of God is a sword in our hands as well.  It is to be wielded. 
Ephesians 6:17-18  17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,

He will rule them with a rod of iron: Someone has said that “Justice delayed is justice denied.”  This will certainly not be happening in the Kingdom.  “The Child” was born for this purpose. 

Revelation 12:5   5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne. 
The Psalmist knew of it long ago.  

Psalm 2:6-11   6 "But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain."  7 "I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, 'You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.  8 'Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as Your possession.  9 'You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like earthenware.'"  10 Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; Take warning, O judges of the earth.  11 Worship the LORD with reverence And rejoice with trembling.

He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God: The grapes were trodden out by men.  The juice splattered up on the robes as the grapes were crushed.  This is an ancient symbol of wrath and judgment. 
Isaiah 63:1-6  Who is this who comes from Edom, With garments of glowing colors from Bozrah, This One who is majestic in His apparel, Marching in the greatness of His strength? "It is I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save."  2 Why is Your apparel red, And Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press?  3 "I have trodden the wine trough alone, And from the peoples there was no man with Me. I also trod them in My anger And trampled them in My wrath; And their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, And I stained all My raiment.  
Joel 3:12-14  12 Let the nations be aroused And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations.  13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.  14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.

The Third of three Glorious Names for Christ is given in verse 16.  Here are all three:
· Revelation 19:12  He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  This shows His incomparable Person.  Christ is unique in the Universe. 
· Revelation 19:13  His name is called The Word of God. He became flesh and revealed the invisible God to men.  

· Revelation 19:16  16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."  He is here perched on the brink of reclaiming His rightful ownership of the universe and particularly the earth. 
The lamb has indeed taken the scroll from Him who sits upon the throne and has opened every seal and has looked inside.  
Revelation 5:1-12  I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?"  3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it.  4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it;  5 and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals."  

What began just seven short years ago is reaching its climax.  The creation is about to revert to the sole rule of Christ.   

Revelation 11:15  "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever."
Christ’s Decisive Victory
Revelation 19:17-18   17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great supper of God,  18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great."

I saw an angel standing in the sun:  Characteristically, an angel announces this great slaughter that is about to take place outside the walls of Jerusalem.  The angel cries out loudly.  This is a message for the birds of the air but the multitudes are to overhear the announcement of  their own doom.  The campaign has gone splendidly until now. Jerusalem is surrounded.  The invading army stretches out as far as the eye can see to the north all the way to the plain of Megiddo. Revelation has already spoken of this even but it was more of a summary of the events. 
The Final Battle of Armageddon:  

Revelation 16:16-18  16 And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.  17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl upon the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple from the throne, saying, "It is done."  18 And there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such as there had not been since man came to be upon the earth, so great an earthquake was it, and so mighty.
Literally “The Mountain of Megiddo.”  This is the valley to the north of Jerusalem.  The Nebuchadnezzar gathered there for the siege of Jerusalem.  Josiah was defeated by Pharaoh there and the Romans staged their battle for Jerusalem in 70 AD in this very spot.  It is a cross roads of nations and a place for wars.  They are said to gather there not fight there.  They will actually move south and attack Jerusalem.  

Joel 3:2 2 I will gather all the nations And bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judgment with them there On behalf of My people and My inheritance, 

The valley of Jehosaphat lies between the Eastern Gate and the Mount of Olives.  There Christ the Messiah of Israel will destroy the armies of the Antichrist.  

Joel 3:12-17 12 Let the nations be aroused And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations.  13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.  14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.  15 The sun and moon grow dark And the stars lose their brightness.  16 The LORD roars from Zion And utters His voice from Jerusalem, And the heavens and the earth tremble. But the LORD is a refuge for His people And a stronghold to the sons of Israel.  17 Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, Dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain. So Jerusalem will be holy, And strangers will pass through it no more.
Zechariah takes up the story at this point and adds the following details to it. 
Zechariah 14:1-9  Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you.  2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.  3 Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.  4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.  5 You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him!  6 In that day there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  7 For it will be a unique day which is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.  8 And in that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea; it will be in summer as well as in winter.  9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His name the only one.

He cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds:  The birds are called to clean up the mess but they will only make a dent in it.  The birds add drama and terror to the scene.  It is not a pretty sight.  Death and decay and total destruction are ugly but man has delighted in it.  The death of the righteous.  The killing of the innocent.  The slaughter of the unborn.  The martyrdom of the saints.  The godless have reveled in the death of men both innocent and guilty.  They kill with impunity what is created in the image of God. The time has come for all such killing to stop. Men will no longer kill men.  God Himself will see to that.  Ezekiel saw this day coming as well.  His prophecy of it has yet to be fulfilled.  It is almost certainly describing this final day of the rule of men upon the earth. 
Ezekiel 39:17-22   17 "As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Speak to every kind of bird and to every beast of the field, "Assemble and come, gather from every side to My sacrifice which I am going to sacrifice for you, as a great sacrifice on the mountains of Israel, that you may eat flesh and drink blood.  18 "You will eat the flesh of mighty men and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, as though they were rams, lambs, goats and bulls, all of them fatlings of Bashan.  19 "So you will eat fat until you are glutted, and drink blood until you are drunk, from My sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you.  20 "You will be glutted at My table with horses and charioteers, with mighty men and all the men of war," declares the Lord GOD.  21 "And I will set My glory among the nations; and all the nations will see My judgment which I have executed and My hand which I have laid on them.  22 "And the house of Israel will know that I am the LORD their God from that day onward.

Even after this feasting it will take Israel 7 months to bury the dead.  Israel will know from that day onward that God is her King. 

Ezekiel 39:12-13   12 "For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them in order to cleanse the land.  13 "Even all the people of the land will bury them; and it will be to their renown on the day that I glorify Myself," declares the Lord GOD.

Revelation 19:19   19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.

As John watches this vision unfold he sees the beast with his ten kings. [cf. 17:12-14]  They were feeling invincible.  They had their armies and they were united. Men feel invincible when united. This is the crowning moment in the history of mankind.  He is finally and definitively united in one single cause.  And what a grand cause it is. Mankind will kill Israel and make war against his own creator.   David spoke of this insanity in Psalm two.  

Psalm 2:1-6  Why are the nations in an uproar And the peoples devising a vain thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And the rulers take counsel together Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying,  3 "Let us tear their fetters apart And cast away their cords from us!"  4 He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them.  5 Then He will speak to them in His anger And terrify them in His fury, saying,  6 "But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain."
Revelation 19:20-21   20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh.

God seizes the false prophet and the beast before the eyes of their admiring hordes. As the earth looks on they are throne alive into the lake of fire.  They do not die there either.  It is not that easy.  Men imagine and even Satan Himself that should death come at least it will have been a good run of evil.  They will have done whatever their hearts have imagined and in the end they just die.  God has a different plan for them and it foreshadows the fate of their watching army.  
Revelation 20:10  10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Joseph Seiss describes this scene in his commentary, The Apocalypse. P. 441
This tells already an awful story.  It tells of the greatest of men made food for the vultures;--or kings and leaders, strong and confident, devoured on the field, with no one to bury them;-- of those who thought to conquer Heaven’s anointed King rendered helpless even against the timid birds;--of vaunting gods of nature turned into its cast off and most dishonored dregs.  And what is thus for intimated soon becomes reality.  The Great Conqueror bows the heavens and comes down.  He rides upon the cherub horse and flies upon the wings of the wind.  Smoke goes up from his nostrils, and devouring fire out of his mouth.  He moves amid storms and darkness, from which the lightings hurl their bolts, and hailstones mingle with the fire.  He roars out of Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem, till the heavens and the earth shake.  He dashes forth in the fury of his incensed greatness amid light not dork.  The mountains melt and cleave asunder at his presence.  The hills bound from their seats and skip like lambs.  The waters are dislodged from their channels.  The sea rolls back with howling trepidation.  The sky is rent and folds upon itself like a collapsed tent.  It is the day for executing an armed world.—a world in covenant with Hell to overthrow the authority and throne of God,--and everything in terrified Nature joins to signal the deserved vengeance. 
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