Chapter Fourteen

The Lamb and the 
 His 144,000

Chapter fourteen is the last chapter in the three-chapter parenthesis in the judgment of God upon the “inhabitants of the earth.”  Starting in chapter six God begins to pout out His wrath on the world.  In the next 5 chapters there is revealed a series of plagues upon the earth that boggle the mind. Chapters 12 and 13 are a kind of recapitulation of the events of chapters 6-11 but focusing on Satan and the role that he plays in this great cosmic battle. 

Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.
The Lamb

This chapter opens showing Jesus the Lamb, pictured with His faithful witnesses that first made their appearance in chapter seven.  Let’s do a quick review so as to understand this scene. We have noticed in chapter five that Christ is taking back the earth to which He now holds the title deed. 
Revelation 5:1-9  I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?"  3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it.  4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it;  5 and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals."  6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.

The book or scroll is the title deed to the earth.  The Lamb is able to open it and He does Because He is worthy. 
The Lamb is said also to be the root of David and He has triumphed.  Walvord notes that in the Greek the verb, “has triumphed” or “has conquered” comes first in the sentence.  This emphasizes the conquering nature of the Lion of Judah.  

It is His conquest that has qualified Him ” to open the scroll and its seven seals.”  The New Testament speaks of several things that qualify Jesus for this task: 

Jesus conquered death:

Romans 1:1-4  Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,  2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures,  3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,  4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,
I Corinthians 15:54,55

53For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 
55“Where, O death, is your victory? 
      Where, O death, is your sting?” 

Jesus conquered the forces of Satan: 

Colossians 2:15 

15And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

Jesus conquered the hold of both death and Satan:

I Peter 3:19

19through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison” 

Ephesians 4:8-10   8 Therefore it says, "WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN."  9 (Now this expression, "He ascended," what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth?  10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.)

The 144,000
Revelation 7:1-4  After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree.  2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea,  3 saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads."  4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:
J.B. Smith says, “they belong to God—that is possession; they have the seal of God—that is security; they are servants—that is loyalty and service.

Their identity:  They are Jews and they come from every one of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Their standing:  They belong to God.  He has put His mark on them and therefore they are secure and cannot be lost.  The seal is the sign of ownership. The word for seal is the one commonly used to describe a signet ring that a king might wear and use to seal official documents or to mark property.  It always carried with it the authority of the owner and guaranteed the security of the thing sealed.  We have a similar custom today when we seal envelopes or even medications.  If the seal is broken it is an immediate indication it has been tampered with. The Seal is the Name of Christ and the Name of the Father.  The ownership of these men is now clearly known and their security has become the responsibility of the owner, God. 
Such an occurrence is not without precedence. We believers are also sealed in this age.  God has placed a particular mark on us as well to designate us as His property and to guarantee our delivery to Him without being tampered with or harmed.    

Paul when speaking to the Ephesians in chapter four of his epistle described it this way: 

Ephesians 4

29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”

Paul begins the instruction leading up to this affirmation of security and ownership by reminding the Ephesians that they have previously heard that they are to do three things as believers: 

· Put off their old life  [This is our old life as mere men.  Cf. Rom. 6:3]

· Be made new in the attitude of your minds [This is the discipline of the Christian Life. Rom. 12:2]

· Put on the new. [This is the Promise of New Life in Christ. II Pet. 1:2-3]

When you come to Christ Alone you can be assured that He has broken the hold of sin on your life.  You are to embrace that in faith.  You and I are to yield our ideas and attitudes to Christ’s.  Dear brothers and sisters, please.  Do not be constantly at odds with what the Bible says.  If Jesus is Lord, can we seriously reserve the right to have our own ideas about anger, hatred, un-forgiveness, stealing, laziness and unwholesome speech?  I would just challenge you today.  “Be made new in the attitude of your minds!”  Finally, put on Christ.  It is His perfectly righteous life, which has been applied to you.  It is your birthright.  To refuse it is a slap in the face at the Christ of the Cross.  Here the Word of God when He says: 

II Corinthians 5

21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Believers today are also sealed.  Have you ever thought about this seriously?  Do you have a sense of being the possession of Christ?  We like the thought of being secure, but please note that the two are linked.  Possession and security cannot be divorced.  The third aspect is service. We begin our service for Christ when we obey Him. When we come to Him this way He begins the processes of transformation that lead to our productive activities. Many today struggle with a sense of security and meaning in their spiritual lives.  They do not come to resolution because they will not commit themselves fully to Christ.  They always hold back some element of their lives.  It might be time, it might be money, it might be entertainment, it might be outright sin.  It is ultimately anything that we prefer to Christ.  Christ’s sealed servants here have forsaken all to follow Christ.  This is still the normal Christian experience in the 21st century in spite of all the noise to the contrary that comes from the Evangelical Church of our day.  

Revelation 14:2-4  2 And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps.  3 And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth.  
Their Activities:  They are worshiping God.  The voice from heaven could be the Father joining in chorus of exultation. 
Ezekiel 43:1-2 Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing toward the east; 2 and behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the way of the east. And His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory.

Revelation 1:15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters.

They Worship with Harps: This was thunderously loud but was actual singing.  There were harps which are often seen in the Old Testament.  They are used in praising God.  

2 Samuel 6:5 And David and all the house of Israel were making merry before the LORD, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals.

Nehemiah 12:27   And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with gladness, with thanksgivings and with singing, with cymbals, harps, and lyres.

Psalm 150:1 Praise the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty expanse.  2 Praise Him for His mighty deeds; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness.  3 Praise Him with trumpet sound; Praise Him with harp and lyre.  4 Praise Him with timbrel and dancing; Praise Him with stringed instruments and pipe.  5 Praise Him with loud cymbals; Praise Him with resounding cymbals.  6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!

The Song Itself:  The singing has been going on for awhile already in heaven when we get to this point.   It started in Chapter 5 with the elders.  
Revelation 5:9-10 and they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."

· Then all the angels began to sing with the elders;

Revelation 5:11-12 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."

· Because that is not enough praise, every living creature under heaven began to sing. 

Revelation 5:13-14 and every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."  14 And the four living creatures kept saying, "Amen." And the elders fell down and worshiped.

· In chapter 7 the saints that were killed during the tribulation join the chorus.  In a new scene they too cry out in joyful worship. 
Revelation 7:9-10 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."

The new song is a song of redemption.  

Psalm 144:9-10  9 I will sing a new song to You, O God; Upon a harp of ten strings I will sing praises to You,  10 Who gives salvation to kings, Who rescues David His servant from the evil sword.
It is a song of Joy.  It is loud and it is skillfully done as befitting the king of the universe. 

Psalm 33:1 Sing for joy in the LORD, O you righteous ones; Praise is becoming to the upright.  2 Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; Sing praises to Him with a harp of ten strings.  3 Sing to Him a new song; Play skillfully with a shout of joy.

This brings us to the 144,000 in chapter fourteen.  

Revelation 14:2-3  And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth.  
This song is exclusive to these men.  John does not say why only they can learn it.  Perhaps no one has ever been redeemed quite the way these men have.  

Dr. Henry Morris suggests, “Although the words of the song of the 144,000 are not recorded, it surely dwell s in part at least on the great truth that they had been “redeemed from the earth.”   Although in one sense all saved people have been redeemed from the earth, these could know the meaning of such a theme in a more profound way than others.  They had been saved after the rapture, at that time in history when man’s greatest persecutions and God’s greatest judgments were on the earth.  It was at such a time that they, like Noah, [Gen. 6:8] had “found grace in the eyes of the Lord. And been separated from “all that dwell upon the earth:  Not only had they been redeemed spiritually but, precursively as it were, they had been redeemed from the very curse on the earth, [Gen. 3:17] being protected from pain and death by the guarding seal.”  The Revelation Record. Page 260
John MacArthur and others think that some of the lyrics may be found in Revelation 15:3-4.  

Revelation 15:2-4   And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.  3 And they sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!  4 "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED."

Revelation 14:4-5 These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb.  5 And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless.

· The purity of their lives is described three ways here: 

Not defiled with Women: This speaks of sexual purity but it does not teach that sex is sinful.  Celibacy is also not in view.  Sex in marriage is not defiling and is never spoken of as sin within the Scripture.  

Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.  

These men are therefore not involved in the defining sins of their day.  They keep themselves pure while others fornicate and defile themselves. 

In John’s day there were similar issues.  Paul wrote of them to the Thessalonians, Corinthians and to Timothy. 

1 Thessalonians 4:3-5   3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality;  4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,  5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God;

1 Corinthians 6:13   13 Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.

1 Corinthians 6:18-19   Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.  19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?
2 Timothy 2:22 Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.
They are connected to and follow only the Lamb:  These men are men who follow the lamb.  This is not metaphorical, the way we say, and “We follow Jesus.”  These are like the 12 in many ways.  They go where Jesus goes.  Their lives are defined by following Jesus and being with Jesus.  
Matthew 16:24-26 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  25 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.  26 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

· Following Christ is synonymous with denying self.
· The Cross is the ultimate symbol of self denial. 
· Those who save their own lives in this world [for their own personal use and enjoyment] lose their eternal lives to come. 
· Men must weigh the value of this life against eternity and even against the peace and joy with God in this life. 
· Is their anything a man can gain in this world that he may use to barter for his soul in the next?
John 10:24-28  24 The Jews then gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, "How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly."  25 Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father's name, these testify of Me.  26 "But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.  27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.

Sheep follow the shepherd when they hear his voice.  Jesus is always calling to His sheep therefore, “sheephood” is characterized by following the shepherd. 
They have been purchased:  In this regard we are like them.

The Purpose:

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
There was a cost:   
1 Corinthians 7:23   23 You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men.
The Price was infinitely high:

Acts 20:28 28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.
1 Peter 1:18-19  18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
They are first fruits:  This was the offering from the first harvest of the crops and was set apart for the service of God.  
Deuteronomy 18:3-5  3 "Now this shall be the priests' due from the people, from those who offer a sacrifice, either an ox or a sheep, of which they shall give to the priest the shoulder and the two cheeks and the stomach.  4 "You shall give him the first fruits of your grain, your new wine, and your oil, and the first shearing of your sheep.  5 "For the LORD your God has chosen him and his sons from all your tribes, to stand and serve in the name of the LORD forever.
Deuteronomy 26:1 "Then it shall be, when you enter the land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance, and you possess it and live in it,  2 that you shall take some of the first of all the produce of the ground which you bring in from your land that the LORD your God gives you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place where the LORD your God chooses to establish His name.  3 "You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, 'I declare this day to the LORD my God that I have entered the land which the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.'  4 "Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the LORD your God.  5 "You shall answer and say before the LORD your God, 'My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down to Egypt and sojourned there, few in number; but there he became a great, mighty and populous nation.  6 'And the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, and imposed hard labor on us.  7 'Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction and our toil and our oppression;  8 and the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with great terror and with signs and wonders;  9 and He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  10 'Now behold, I have brought the first of the produce of the ground which You, O LORD have given me.' And you shall set it down before the LORD your God, and worship before the LORD your God;  11 and you and the Levite and the alien who is among you shall rejoice in all the good which the LORD your God has given you and your household.

The 144,000 were set apart for divine service.  In this regard they represent what is coming at the end of the Tribulation;  the redemption of all Israel to God. God has said without equivocation that He intends to buy back Israel as a nation and make her His chosen again.  

Zechariah 12:6-10   6 "In that day I will make the clans of Judah like a firepot among pieces of wood and a flaming torch among sheaves, so they will consume on the right hand and on the left all the surrounding peoples, while the inhabitants of Jerusalem again dwell on their own sites in Jerusalem.  7 "The LORD also will save the tents of Judah first, so that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem will not be magnified above Judah.  8 "In that day the LORD will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the one who is feeble among them in that day will be like David, and the house of David will be like God, like the angel of the LORD before them.  9 "And in that day I will set about to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.  10 "I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.

Romans 11:25-27  25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery-- so that you will not be wise in your own estimation-- that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;  26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB."  27 "THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS."
They do not lie:  Satan is the great deceiver and liar but the 144,000 will be proclaiming only truth all the time.  They are the spokespersons for the living God and God is Truth.  
John 14:6  6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

John 17:17   17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your Word is Truth.”
God has been planning this event with these men for a long time.  They represent Him and His Word with blameless perfection. 

Zephaniah 3:12-15  12 "But I will leave among you A humble and lowly people, And they will take refuge in the name of the LORD.  13 "The remnant of Israel will do no wrong And tell no lies, Nor will a deceitful tongue Be found in their mouths; For they will feed and lie down With no one to make them tremble."  14 Shout for joy, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!  15 The LORD has taken away His judgments against you, He has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; You will fear disaster no more.

They are blameless:    This does not mean they are without sin but merely sanctified.  God does not blame His sanctified ones. 
Ephesians 1:4-6  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Colossians 1:21-22  21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,  22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—
The Four Angelic Announcements 14:6-13
Announcement One: The Everlasting Gospel   Verses 6-7

Revelation 14:6 6 And I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people;."

This is the first of six angels that appear in the remainder of chapter 14.  Four of them have announcements to make and the other two assist in the judgments.  

He was flying in “mid-heaven.”    This is a word to describe the Zenith.  In other words this angel was as high as he could get in the sky.  
The message is global in scope. The angel’s place in the sky will give him maximum visibility to “those who live on the earth.”  Its world wide proclamation is seen in that  it goes to every “nation and tribe and tongue and people. 
He has an eternal gospel to preach and he does so with a booming voice intended to be heard by the besieged inhabitants of the doomed earth.  This is clearly a salvation message.  God in His inexhaustible grace is continuing to proclaim the same gospel that has always been preached throughout the ages.  euvagge,lion aivw,nion euvaggeli,sai is a Greek phrase that speaks of evangelizing with the eternal gospel.  Here John uses gospel as both a noun and a verb.  It is intended for emphasis.  What is the eternal gospel?  John MacArthur says, “It is the good news of forgiveness and eternal life.  He will declare that people are sinners, facing eternal judgment in hell, but that God has provided atonement for sins through the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Other names given to the Eternal Gospel in the Scripture: 

Matthew 4:23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people.
Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Mark 1:14 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God,
Acts 20:24 "But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.
2 Corinthians 4:4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
Ephesians 1:13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,

Ephesians 6:15 and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE;
1 Timothy 1:11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted.
Revelation 14:7 “and he said with a loud voice, "Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters."

This salvation message is intended to be heard throughout the entire earth.  People often say, “what about those who have never heard?”  This is an answer to that question.  All men will hear at this final hour….and what is it they hear?

It is and invitation to acknowledge the one true God of Creation and give Him glory.  This cannot be more precise and should give us insight into our own preaching.  Why should we be giving a significantly different message to a lost and perishing world?  Here is the message:

Fear God.  It is a command and it requires that men surrender to Him in humility.  It is a clear call to repent and is seen other places in Scripture as well. 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person.
Luke 12:5 "But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!

Give Him Glory:  This is a positive response to the repentance caused by fear.  It is the logical step in conversion.  In the next chapter we see what it looks like in practice: 

Revelation 15:2-4   2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.  3 And they sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!  4 "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED."

The hour of His judgment has come.  This is calling attention to the exact hour and not to the general time frame.  It is a now or never call to repentance.  If there was ever a time to decide for God it is now.  
Worship Him!  God is still a creationist.  No concessions to the lies of Satan.  Our God is the creator God and He insists that He be worshiped as such.  There is no God but the one who created “the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters."

Announcement Two: The Fall of Babylon the Great  [Verse 8]
Revelation 14:8 8 And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality."

The first angel had the gospel.  This angel proclaims decidedly bad news to the inhabitants of the earth.  We might imagine that this would only be bad news if you happen to be a citizen of Babylon, but this passage speaks of Antichrist’s worldwide kingdom.  The thought that it could go down is inconceivable in the minds of men who, empowered by Satan, imagine themselves free of God’s rule and invincible. 

By employing a different angel for each of these announcements it is likely that God is strongly indicating that each message or proclamation builds on the previous one.  Thomas says, “In this instance, the declaration of the fall of Babylon intimates a rejection of the everlasting gospel just preached.”  Because the world will not repent, God will begin the final definitive destruction of her institutions and her people. 
Babylon’s fall is in an aorist tense [usually a past tense indicating a punctiliar event] even though it is future in nature.  This indicates a future event that is as certain to happen as if it had already taken place.  Even Isaiah foresaw it when he wrote:

Isaiah 21:6-9   6 For thus the Lord says to me, "Go, station the lookout, let him report what he sees.  7 "When he sees riders, horsemen in pairs, A train of donkeys, a train of camels, Let him pay close attention, very close attention."  8 Then the lookout called, "O Lord, I stand continually by day on the watchtower, And I am stationed every night at my guard post.  9 "Now behold, here comes a troop of riders, horsemen in pairs." And one said, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon; And all the images of her gods are shattered on the ground."

Babylon’s destruction is guaranteed.  But, who is Babylon?

· Its history:  Began as a place of rebellion against God. 

Genesis 11:1-4 Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words.  2 It came about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.  3 They said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly." And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar.  4 They said, "Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth."

When God scattered them over the whole earth their rebellion went along with them.  Babylon is the personification of rebellious God hating.  
· There are several views about her identity:

It is Jerusalem.  In this view all the events of Revelation have been fulfilled and the destruction of Babylon here is equated with that of Jerusalem in 70 AD.  Nero is the antichrist and there is no future literal fulfillment to be expected.  The problem with this is that Revelation could not have possibly been written before 70 AD and Jerusalem is not symbolically tied to the world and evil but to God and His purposes throughout Scripture. 
It is Rome.  This view holds that the Christians used Babylon as a way to refer to Rome in the first century. 

1 Peter 5:13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so does my son, Mark.  

The reference in Peter does not prove beyond doubt that Rome is in view here but it is a strong possibility.  Walvoord states, “Babylon was the great enemy of God’s people and thus is a fitting symbol for the capital of the final apostate civilization, which will be a revived form of Rome.”  

The people of the antichrist will in all probability be Roman.  

Daniel 9:26-27 26 "Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined.  27 "And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate."

The people of the Prince who will come are the ones who destroyed Jerusalem after the death of Christ.  That would be Rome in 70 AD and again in 135 AD. 

This prince is the one who makes the covenant with Israel for 7 years and then breaks it in the middle. 

This prince is the one who takes over the temple and desecrates it until God destroys it totally. 

Daniel 12:11 11 "From the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. [3.5 prophetic years]  It seems likely that Babylon here is Revived Rome and the global political rule of the Antichrist. 

It is the Roman Catholic Church:  There is merit to this view as well.  Catholicism is decisively linked to the city and the empire of Rome.  

Revelation 17:1-6 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters,  2 with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality, and those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with the wine of her immorality."  3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns.  4 The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the unclean things of her immorality,  5 and on her forehead a name was written, a mystery, "BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."  6 And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. When I saw her, I wondered greatly.
The Catholic church as arguably killed more believers in Christ than any institution that has ever been on the earth.  The list staggers the mind and reads like some sort of horror film script.  Not only did they murder men, women and children but they did it in the most malicious and brutal ways they could imagine.  

The Church has dominated world political institutions for centuries.  Even now she is considered a state, issuing passports and visas and having ambassadors.  She even has her own army.  She taxes people within her border and her leader is considered a head of state and accorded honors not given to other heads of state.  She wields great influence, even in countries that reject Christianity and everything it stands for.  

Who then is Babylon?   We will study this more completely in chapter seventeen but for now we will say that Babylon is revealed in two dimensions in Revelation.  1. She is Babylon the Great first mentioned here in chapter fourteen.  As such she is the global government of the Antichrist, opposing everything concerning God.  2. She is also the “Great Harlot” of Chapter seventeen.  There she is seen riding the beast and she is called Mystery, Babylon the mother of harlots.  This is likely to be the Roman Catholic Church.  She fits every description and she dominates the secular world once more in the tribulation before she is thrown down and killed.  

Revelation 17:16 16 "And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will hate the harlot and will make her desolate and naked, and will eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire.

Announcement Three: Damnation and the eternal torment of those who worship the beast [Verses 9-12]

Revelation 14:9-11   9 Then another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.  11 "And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name."

· The first angel proclaimed the eternal gospel.  The world is in not mood to receive God and humble themselves before him 

· The second angel announces the process of bringing down the global government in which they had so hoped.

· This third angel turns his attention to those who had allied themselves with that evil world empire by receiving the mark.  

"If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand:” This is a warning to those who have not yet committed to follow the beast.  God again shows grace in warning.  At this point He could easily justify just letting the entire judgment play out to the end without extending the gospel to anyone.  

In Chapter thirteen we see that the first beast compels the whole world to worship him.  The acceptance of the mark was tantamount to ownership.  Just as God marked the 144,000, Satan marks his possessions as well.  The price of not taking the mark was likely to be physical death, but the price of receiving it is far far worse. 

Matthew 10:28 "Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

This is exactly the point of this proclamation to the inhabitants of the earth.  Things will go bad for you physically if you do not submit to the beast but if you do submit to him you will fall into the hands of God.
“he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God:”  They have partaken of the wine of its ‘fornications.’  They have imagined themselves free of God and have worshiped Satan and his beast instead.  They have heard the gospel and rejected it.  They have chosen their sides with full knowledge.  

Those who have imbibed the wine of fornication will now have a judgment chaser.  They will drink the wine of the wrath of God.  John describes where this wine comes from a little later on.  Referring to Christ’s appearance at the end of the tribulation he says….

Revelation 19:15  15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.
God’s anger:  Here it is qumo,j meaning “vehement fury” while in Rev. 19:15 ovrgh/j meaning a “settled indignation.”  Used together, they intensify the reality of God’s anger.  He will unleash the white heat of His wrath that has been restrained for so long.  Thomas
Psalm 11:6 Upon the wicked He will rain snares; Fire and brimstone and burning wind will be the portion of their cup.
Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven,

This is a well known illustration of the judgment and wrath of God. 
“In the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.”   What makes this significant is that the wicked hate the Lamb and they despise His holy angels.  They want to be far away from God and eventually they will be, but for now they will be tormented in His presence with all the heavenly hosts watching the.  The wicked have never been content just to kill Christians.  They make them suffer and they torment and humiliate them.  This is what they did to Christ on the Cross and to tens of thousands of martyrs down through the ages.  In this day the tables will be turned.  

"And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name."   The torment begins here in the presence of Christ but will continue on into eternity.  There will never be any cessation of it.  
Daniel 12:2   2 "Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.

Revelation 20:14-15 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Matthew 25:46 46 "These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

The Perseverance of the Saints

Revelation 14:12-13 12 Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.  13 And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Write, 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them."

There is certainly a blessing promised for all who live and die in faith.  This is a recurring theme throughout the Scripture. God speaks of the blessings of the saints here in Revelation 14:13 because many will have to choose between preserving their physical life, only to loose it in hell and surrendering to Christ as Lord.  The latter will be blessed and be welcomed into eternal joy and the presence of Christ forever.  The inhabitants of the earth are being told in advance what to expect from God so that theirs will be an informed decision. 

There is an aspect of perseverance that would best be termed “preservation.”  By it God promises to preserve the faith that he has given to His chosen.  This faith which was supernaturally imparted is also supernaturally sustained by God, thus we can say with assurance that the saints will persevere to the end. 

John 5:21-24 21 "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes.  22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 23 so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.  24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

God Promises to preserve His own: 

Psalm 37:23-34 23 The steps of a man are established by the LORD, And He delights in his way.  24 When he falls, he will not be hurled headlong, Because the LORD is the One who holds his hand.  25 I have been young and now I am old, Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken Or his descendants begging bread.  26 All day long he is gracious and lends, And his descendants are a blessing.  27 Depart from evil and do good, So you will abide forever.  28 For the LORD loves justice And does not forsake His godly ones; They are preserved forever, But the descendants of the wicked will be cut off.  29 The righteous will inherit the land And dwell in it forever.  30 The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, And his tongue speaks justice.  31 The law of his God is in his heart; His steps do not slip.  32 The wicked spies upon the righteous And seeks to kill him.  33 The LORD will not leave him in his hand Or let him be condemned when he is judged.  34 Wait for the LORD and keep His way, And He will exalt you to inherit the land; When the wicked are cut off, you will see it.  
Isaiah 45:17 17 Israel has been saved by the LORD With an everlasting salvation; You will not be put to shame or humiliated To all eternity.

Isaiah 49:14-16 14 But Zion said, "The LORD has forsaken me, And the Lord has forgotten me."  15 "Can a woman forget her nursing child And have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, but I will not forget you.  16 "Behold, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; Your walls are continually before Me.
If we could be lost it would thwart the eternal purpose of God: 

John 6:39-40  39 "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

Romans 8:28-30  28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

If we could be lost then something is stronger than God:

John 10:27-30  27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  30 "I and the Father are one."

Hebrews 7:25  25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
Jude 1:24-25  24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.

Since we did nothing to gain it we can do nothing to lose it: 

Ephesians 2:8-10 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

We will persevere because we are preserved.  It is not just that our physical bodies or our souls are preserved until they get to heaven.  It is our faith that is preserved.  Armed with such faith we can and will persevere to the end.  There will be plenty of adversity along the way but we are preserved in faith. 
Acts 14:22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God."
· Ways in which we are told to persevere:  

1 Peter 1:5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
Ephesians 6:24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love.
John 8:31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;
A Final Word on Perseverance.

Jesus told how the seed of the Word is sown and takes root in the hearts of man. 

Mark 4:3-9 3 "Listen to this! Behold, the sower went out to sow; 4 as he was sowing, some seed fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate it up.  5 "Other seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of soil.  6 "And after the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.  7 "Other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it yielded no crop.  8 "Other seeds fell into the good soil, and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a crop and produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold."  9 And He was saying, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."
· The Seed by the road

Mark 4:14-15 14 "The sower sows the word.  15 "These are the ones who are beside the road where the word is sown; and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word which has been sown in them.

· The Seed in Rocky Soil

Mark 4:16-17  16 "In a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy;  17 and they have no firm root in themselves, but are only temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately they fall away.
· The Seed among the thorns

Mark 4:18-19  18 "And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones who have heard the word,  19 but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
· The Seed in good ground

Mark 4:20   20 "And those are the ones on whom seed was sown on the good soil; and they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold."
There is no such thing as a regenerated and redeemed man or women who looses his or her salvation.  Jesus assures us that it cannot be and explains clearly the circumstances surrounding apparent cases of it.  Put your mind at ease.  We are saved by Him and certainly sustained by Him until we reach His presence. 

Ephesians 1:13-14  13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Announcement Four: 

The Grim Reaper of the Earth

The Prophet Joel foresaw this event when he predicted the final judgment of the nations of the earth.  
Joel 3:12-17   12 Let the nations be aroused And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations.  13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.  14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.  15 The sun and moon grow dark And the stars lose their brightness.  16 The LORD roars from Zion And utters His voice from Jerusalem, And the heavens and the earth tremble. But the LORD is a refuge for His people And a stronghold to the sons of Israel.  17 Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, Dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain. So Jerusalem will be holy, And strangers will pass through it no more.

Now listen to what John observed and recorded for us. 
Revelation 14:14 14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand.  

Joel saw the harvest from afar and Daniel saw, “One like the son of man” in the clouds of heaven.  
Daniel 7:13-14   13 "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.  14 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.

“One like the Son of Man” was Jesus’ favorite description of Himself when on the earth.  Christ was not ashamed to be a man.  It is sin that has corrupted and abased man, but man was created to be the image bearer of God.  It is fitting that God should reveal Himself must fully to man as a sinless man.  

Philippians 2:6-8   6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

This is clearly the Lord Jesus Christ even though the definite article is not used here.  It is omitted in Revelation 1:13 also and that was a clear revelation of the glorified Christ. 

Matthew 24:30  30 "And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.  

Revelation 1:13  13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash.

“having a golden crown on His head:”   This is a victor’s crown and not a ruler’s one, but it is a golden.  It therefore stands out as “precious.”  Jesus is the Mighty Conqueror. 

 “A sharp sickle in His hand:” You have all seen this type of thing.  It is the tool of choice for harvesting grain by hand.  It is swung back and forth by the harvester as it mows down the grain in His path. 

Revelation 14:15 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe."  16 Then He who sat on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was reaped.

The angel then comes out of the temple calling out for the destruction of the world.  As he cries, Jesus swings His sickle over the earth for the final harvest.  

“Is ripe” is an unfortunate translation of a word that means “withered” or past ripe.  It literally means “dried up.”  What is there is not a harvest of souls for the Lord but the clearing away of all that is left after the fruit of salvation has been taken out.  It is a field being prepared for another planting but it must first be utterly rid of the old withered and dried up crop.  

Revelation 14:16 Then He who sat on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was reaped.
Announcement Five: 

The Winepress of the Wrath of God 
Two angels appear in this passage.  Christ is the one who reaps in verses 14-16.  Here is one angel with a sharp sickle and another calling out in a loud voice for him to gather the cluster of grapes for the winepress.  
Revelation 14:17-20 17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, and he also had a sharp sickle.  18 Then another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out from the altar; and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Put in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, because her grapes are ripe."  19 So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God.  
There is apparently only this one altar in heaven and it is the one from which all these judgments are connected so far. 
Revelation 6:9 9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained;

Revelation 8:3 3 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.

Revelation 16:7 7 And I heard the altar saying, "Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments."

Angel number two comes from that altar of judgment and call out for a reaping.  Again the Old Testament is literally brimming with similar prophecies using the same figures of speech.  Joel reveals that the harvest of the nations will be their judgment.  He also alludes to the winepress, but Isaiah gives us a ghastly insight into the intention of God at this juncture of His judgment. 
Isaiah 63:1-6 Who is this who comes from Edom, With garments of glowing colors from Bozrah, This One who is majestic in His apparel, Marching in the greatness of His strength? "It is I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save."  2 Why is Your apparel red, And Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press?  3 "I have trodden the wine trough alone, And from the peoples there was no man with Me. I also trod them in My anger And trampled them in My wrath; And their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, And I stained all My raiment.  4 "For the day of vengeance was in My heart, And My year of redemption has come.  5 "I looked, and there was no one to help, And I was astonished and there was no one to uphold; So My own arm brought salvation to Me, And My wrath upheld Me.  6 "I trod down the peoples in My anger And made them drunk in My wrath, And I poured out their lifeblood on the earth."
This picture here is given more detail in Isaiah above where it is called the “day of Vengeance.”  God says also, in an allusion to the grapes, “I trod down the peoples in My anger and made them drunk in My wrath, and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.”   All this describes the massive battle of the end time.  We call it the Armageddon.  One final indication that this is the final battle is found in Revelation 19.
Revelation 19:11-19  11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean were following Him on white horses.  15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."  17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great."  19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.

The Location of the Battle:  
Chapter 14 sets the scene of John’s vision in Jerusalem.  

Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.

Joel and Zechariah both place it in the Kidron Valley which is just outside the Eastern gate leading up to Mount Zion.  
Joel 3:12 12 Let the nations be aroused And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations.

Zechariah 14:1-4 Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you.  2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.  3 Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.  4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.
The main problem here is that this is not the site of Armageddon which is said to be the place where the nations will gather. 

Revelation 16:16 16 And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.   

The resolution to this seems to be as follows.  The massive numbers of troops who gather will need to amass themselves somewhere to stage the attack on Jerusalem.  The Kidron is not able, by its size and geography to be the staging area.  It will however be the route of direct attack on the city.   Armageddon, in fact is the place where the Roman army gathered in 67 AD in preparation for their attack on Jerusalem. The nations of the earth will gather at Armageddon but when they come up to attack Jerusalem they will be in the Kidron.  It is actually there that they will face Jesus Christ returning from Heaven and there blood will flow for about the distance of the entire nation of Israel.
Revelation 14:20 And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia. [If a stadia is 600 feet then this is 181 miles.  Israel is calculated to be about 184 miles from North to South.]

John MacArthur says this;

“Here is one of the most tragic and sobering statements in all of Scripture.  Simply, and without fanfare, it records the executing of divine judgment.  The frightening details of that judgment are unfolding in chapter 16:  Loathsome and malignant sores on the worshipers of Antichrist [16:2] The death of all life in the world’s oceans [3]; The turning of the world’s rivers and springs of water into blood [4]; The intensifying of the sun’s hear until it scorches people [8]; painful darkness over all of Antichrist’s kingdom [10]; the drying up of the Euphrates River in preparation for a massive invasion by the kings of the east [12]; and the most powerful and destructive earthquake in history [18]. Those seven rapid-fire bowl judgments mark the first phase of the final reaping of the earth. 
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