Chapter Fifteen

The Beginning of the End

Revelation 15:1-4 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished.  2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.  3 And they sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!  4 "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED."

This section forms an introduction to what is to follow and is similar to opening of the trumpet judgments in chapter eight.  There John saw the angels but then digressed to speak of the “prayers of the saints” that were going up before God.  After that interlude the angels begin to sound their trumpets and the judgments of God begin to fall upon the earth.  This way of presenting the scene shows the multiple activities that are taking place during this time.  We need to realize that there are things going on in heaven at the same time that all these judgments are taking place on the earth.   
Revelation 8:1-4 When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.  2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.  3 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.  4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand.
The term “another sign” [verse one] harkens back to the first two great signs that have appeared. This would be “Great sign number three.”  The sign of the women was great, but this one is both great and marvelous.  
Revelation 12:1-3 A great sign [sign number one] appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars;  2 and she was with child; and she cried out, being in labor and in pain to give birth.  3 Then another sign [sign number two] appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems.
The sign itself:  
· Seven Angels: This number is consistent with all the other judgments of Revelation. There were seven seals on the scroll.  There were seven angels blowing seven trumpets and now seven angels ready to act. 
· Seven Plagues:  This is a word that is typically used to describe “blows.”  It is used in this sense only in Revelation.  It describes the blows that God will deliver to the inhabitants of the Earth through the instrumentality of these angels.  “Having” according to Robert Thomas has the sense of “having the duty of inflicting”
· They are the last plagues to come upon the earth.  The seals and the trumpets are also “blows” or “plagues” that have been inflicted upon the earth.  The earlier ones, though sever could still have been interpreted as warnings and admonitions to repentance.  These are the “last” and signal the destruction of the earth and its unrepentant inhabitants.  
· With these the wrath of God is finished.  They are the last because God will be entirely finished pouring out His wrath.  He holds nothing back for later.  This is the final judgment.  
“The angels had the duty of delivering seven crushing blows to the earth.  They are the last blows because when they are over God will be finished pouring out His wrath upon creation.”
Revelation 15:2 2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.
This is not the first time that this symbolic “sea” has appeared in Scripture.  John himself has seen it before. 

Revelation 4:6 and before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, like crystal; and in the center and around the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front and behind.
Exodus 24:10 and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself.
Ezekiel 1:22 Now over the heads of the living beings there was something like an expanse, like the awesome gleam of crystal, spread out over their heads.

Having golden harps:  They are prepared to sing and worship and it will be singing to God.  It is a shame that the church does not do this more on the earth.  The next time you sing a song ask yourself this question; “Did the writer of this song write it about God or for God?”  Are we telling one another that God is Glorious or are we telling Him that He is Glorious?  Here in Revelation we see how the redeemed will exalt God in His presence, face to face. 
This vision differs in that the glass is mixed with fire.  Fire because of the wrath of God. Before the throne are the redeemed and saved, but God is also in the process of pouring out His final wrath.  It will be a fierce thing.  

NIV Zephaniah 3:8 Therefore wait for me," declares the LORD, "for the day I will stand up to testify. I have decided to assemble the nations, to gather the kingdoms and to pour out my wrath on them-- all my fierce anger. The whole world will be consumed by the fire of my jealous anger.
Revelation 15:3-4 3 And they sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!  4 "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED."

The Song of Moses was first sung on the shore of the Red Sea.  It is recorded for us in Exodus 15:1-18. 
Exodus 15:1-18  [About God] Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and said, "I will sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted; The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea.  2 "The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; This is my God, and I will praise Him; My father's God, and I will extol Him.  3 "The LORD is a warrior; The LORD is His name.  4 "Pharaoh's chariots and his army He has cast into the sea; And the choicest of his officers are drowned in the Red Sea.  5 "The deeps cover them; They went down into the depths like a stone.  6 "Your right hand, O LORD, is majestic in power, Your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy.  7 "And in the greatness of Your excellence You overthrow those who rise up against You; You send forth Your burning anger, and it consumes them as chaff.  8 "At the blast of Your nostrils the waters were piled up, The flowing waters stood up like a heap; The deeps were congealed in the heart of the sea.  9 "The enemy said, 'I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; My desire shall be gratified against them; I will draw out my sword, my hand will destroy them.'  
[To God] 10 "You blew with Your wind, the sea covered them; They sank like lead in the mighty waters.  11 "Who is like You among the gods, O LORD? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, working wonders?  12 "You stretched out Your right hand, The earth swallowed them.  13 "In Your lovingkindness You have led the people whom You have redeemed; In Your strength You have guided them to Your holy habitation.  14 "The peoples have heard, they tremble; Anguish has gripped the inhabitants of Philistia.  15 "Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed; The leaders of Moab, trembling grips them; All the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away.  16 "Terror and dread fall upon them; By the greatness of Your arm they are motionless as stone; Until Your people pass over, O LORD, Until the people pass over whom You have purchased.  17 "You will bring them and plant them in the mountain of Your inheritance, The place, O LORD, which You have made for Your dwelling, The sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have established.  [Extolling God] 18 "The LORD shall reign forever and ever."

The Song of the Lamb was first heard in Revelation 5. 
Revelation 5:8-13   8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."  11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,  12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."  13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."

These two songs are mentioned in verse three and then verse four adds one final note of worship to God.  Verse 4 is a compilation of the Psalms and the Prophets. 
Revelation 15:4   4 "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED." 

Psalm 66:1-5  Shout joyfully to God, all the earth;  2 Sing the glory of His name; Make His praise glorious.  3 Say to God, "How awesome are Your works! Because of the greatness of Your power Your enemies will give feigned obedience to You.  4 "All the earth will worship You, And will sing praises to You; They will sing praises to Your name." Selah.  5 Come and see the works of God, Who is awesome in His deeds toward the sons of men.

John anticipates the end of the outpouring that is about to take place.  When it is over the entire earth will worship God.  He will never again be one among many other false gods.  The prophets predict it and John will now witness its fulfillment.  

Zechariah 14:16   16 Then it will come about that any who are left of all the nations that went against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths.

Isaiah 66:22-23   22 "For just as the new heavens and the new earth Which I make will endure before Me," declares the LORD, "So your offspring and your name will endure.  23 "And it shall be from new moon to new moon And from Sabbath to Sabbath, All mankind will come to bow down before Me," says the LORD.
Revelation 15:5-6   5 After these things I looked, and the temple of the tabernacle of testimony in heaven was opened, and the seven angels who had the seven plagues came out of the temple, clothed in linen, clean and bright, and girded around their chests with golden sashes.
“After these things” is a transitional statement that occurs repeatedly in Revelation.  It signals something has ended and something else is beginning.  In this case it is the initiation of these final seven judgments upon the earth.   John has already seen these angels in verse 1, but in these next six verses God reveals several of the details about how they will carry out these final plagues. 
God actually began to introduce these final judgments in 11:19.  Here too John saw the temple in heaven opened. 
Revelation 11:19 19 And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His covenant appeared in His temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a great hailstorm.

Apparently the first opening was for John to look in while this second one was for the angels to “come out.”   The symbolism of 11:19 is clearly intended to emphasize the presence of God.  
· The Ark of the Covenant:  Where God met with men and where sins were atoned.

· The Temple:  Where the Ark resided on Earth.
· Lightening, Thunder, Earthquake and hail:  All phenomenon associated with the presence of God. 
Exodus 20:18-19   18 All the people perceived the thunder and the lightning flashes and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood at a distance.  19 Then they said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, or we will die."

2 Samuel 22:7-9  7 "In my distress I called upon the LORD, Yes, I cried to my God; And from His temple He heard my voice, And my cry for help came into His ears.  8 "Then the earth shook and quaked; The foundations of heaven were trembling And were shaken, because He was angry.  9 "Smoke went up out of His nostrils, Fire from His mouth devoured; Coals were kindled by it.

The Angels:  

· They come out of the very presence of God.  This emphasizes the actual source of these seven last plagues.
· There are seven.  This is consistently used as the number of completion or totality.  All three of the judgments have seven associated with them. 

· They are clothed in clean, bright linen.  This is the same way we see The Bride of Christ and His army clothed in Chapter 19.

Revelation 19:8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.
Revelation 19:14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.
Revelation 15:7  7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who lives forever and ever.  

The Living Creature:  Just as they did in Chapter 6 they also assist in the preparation for judgment. 

Revelation 6:1-8 Then I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, "Come."  2 I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.  3 When He broke the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, "Come."  4 And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay one another; and a great sword was given to him.  5 When He broke the third seal, I heard the third living creature saying, "Come." I looked, and behold, a black horse; and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand.  6 And I heard something like a voice in the center of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not damage the oil and the wine."  7 When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, "Come."  8 I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he who sat on it had the name Death; and Hades was following with him. Authority was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth.

The seven golden bowls:  
· They are shallow bowls like saucers.  They are easily spilled and that is precisely their destiny. 
· They are filled to the brim.

· They are filled with the wrath of God….THE ETERNAL GOD!! 
Revelation 15:8 8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power; and no one was able to enter the temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.

As soon as the angels receive these bowls there is a tremendous scene that takes place their in the temple of God.   The Glory of God is represented by the smoke.  The Cloud served a similar purpose when God first entered the tabernacle in the wilderness.  
Exodus 40:35 35 Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
Isaiah saw a similar scene in heaven.  Israel knew full well what was being expressed here.  
Isaiah 6:1-5  In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.  2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory."  4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.  5 Then I said, "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts."
Here the temple is off limits to all until God finishes this final judgment upon the earth. God is unapproachable. He always has been that way.  If any will approach Him it will be at His bidding and on account of His grace.  Men simply cannot return to God.  It has been this way since the fall of Adam in the Garden of Eden. 
Genesis 3:24 24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.
The scene is set now.  God has commissioned His agents.  He has equipped them with their weapons and He has sealed Himself off in the temple until the judgment is done.  The wicked will not see Him until they stand before the throne.  They are about to fall into the hands of the living God.  All opportunity for repentance is now past.  There is no turning back from the course God is taking and no chance for men to escape.  The end has finally, fully come. 
Hebrews 10:26-31  26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.  28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE."  31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
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