  Chapter Eleven

The Measuring of the Temple  

Revelation 11

    1I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, "Go and measure the temple of God and the altar, and count the worshipers there. 2But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 months.
John now becomes a participant in the goings on in Jerusalem.  He is instructed to go about the process of measuring the temple and counting its worshipers.  He is given a hollow reed.  These reeds show up on other occasions in the Scripture.  They grew up to 20 feet long and once they were cut to an established length, they were used to measure all sorts of things. An angel uses something like this to measure the Temple in Ezekiel.

Ezekiel 40

    1In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth of the month, in the fourteenth year after the fall of the city—on that very day the hand of the LORD was upon me and he took me there. 2In visions of God he took me to the land of Israel and set me on a very high mountain, on whose south side were some buildings that looked like a city. 3He took me there, and I saw a man whose appearance was like bronze; he was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring rod in his hand.
The next three chapters record the precise measuring of the Temple and its surroundings. God has done this before.  Back in Ezekiel’s time it was in preparation for the restoration of Israel and certainly foreshadowed God’s protection of her during a great time of distress. 

Several things are worthy of note here:

· In John’s vision of the future there is in existence in Jerusalem [Cf. 11:8] a Temple where men worship. The Holy Spirit used a precise word [naos] that describes only the inner Sanctuary where the “Holy” and “Most Holy” places stood.  The altar is probably the “brazen altar” which was outside the place measured, but was the place where the worshipers would have gathered.  The actual appearance of what John saw here is made clearer for us when we read Luke’s account of the announcement of John the Baptist’s birth. 

  Luke 1

8Once when Zechariah's division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple [naos] of the Lord and burn incense. 10And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.

· John is told to measure it although its measurements are well known to God and any men who wish the information.  The measuring must have had another purpose.

1 Kings 6

    2 The temple that King Solomon built for the LORD was sixty cubits long, twenty wide and thirty high. 3The portico at the front of the main hall of the temple extended the width of the temple, that is twenty cubits, and projected ten cubits from the front of the temple.

· The outer court is excluded because it is going to be trampled by the Gentiles.  Whatever purpose God has toward Israel He does not have toward the Gentiles here.  That which is sacred to Israel is measured while that which is profaned by the nations is not. Measuring is sometimes for destruction [Amos 7:7-9], but in light of what follows in the next few chapters, we may speculate that this measuring expresses God’s intention to preserve Israel [the measurements are taken for that purpose] while at the same time destroying the nations [no need to know the measurements or numbers for they will not be restored].

“That truth was no doubt very encouraging to John.  At the time he wrote Revelation, Israel’s future looked bleak.  A quarter century earlier, the Romans had brutally suppressed the Jewish revolt of A.D. 66-70, slaughtering over one million Jews, devastating Jerusalem, and burning the temple.  But in the spirit of that massive destruction, “God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew” [Rom. 11:2], and will preserve them until that future day when the believing remnant of the nation will be saved. [Rom. 11:4-5,26; cf. Zech. 12:10-13:1, 8-9]” John MacArthur Jr.

A Brief  History of the Temple: 

· Solomon built the first [I Kings 6]

· Zerubbabel built the second [Ezra 3]

· Herod built the third [at the time of Christ]

· The Jews will build the forth [during the first 3 ½ years of the tribulation]

· The Lord will build the fifth [during the millennium. Ezek. 40-48]

The one we are talking about here is the forth temple.  It does not exist today, but will at the time of the fulfillment of John’s prophecy.  Daniel described the time precisely when he said that the Antichrist would desecrate the temple in the middle of the Tribulation period. [70th Week]
Daniel 9

27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.'  In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.
Jesus referred to Daniel when He taught about the destruction of the third temple in Matthew 24. Jesus begins by predicting the destruction of Herod’s temple, but then takes them to the end of God’s dealing with Israel and the desecration of the “Tribulation Temple” by Antichrist. 

Matthew 24

1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2"Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."……

15"So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.
Jesus is warning them of the desecration of the temple [the forth one] spoken of by Daniel.   He goes on to warn them of the persecution and plead with them to flee to the wilderness. In Matthew 24 Jesus is talking about the exact same events and time that we are reading about here in Revelation.  He knew it was coming then and He offers even more details to John as He “reveals” the rest to him on the Isle of Patmos. 

· The trampling of Jerusalem will last for 42 months. This is 3½ lunar years.  All prophecy uses this “30 day” or “lunar” calendar.  The ancients periodically added days in order to keep their system functioning properly. [See Time Calculation Chart]
God now begins to give some very specific time periods.  Up until this time there have not been actual numbers given even though the progress of judgment is ordered, planned and even executed precisely. [Note: Revelation 9:15] In the next few chapters we will encounter numbers like “42 month,”  “1,260 days,” “Time, Times and half a Time.”  All of these time markers are calling out to us to understand this prophecy as the fulfillment of Daniels 70 Weeks. 

Daniel 9

  24 "Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.  

    25 "Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 'sevens,' and sixty-two 'sevens.' It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. 26 After the sixty-two 'sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing.  The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed. 27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.'  In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him. 

God is poised to restore Israel.  He is going to cause them to “love Him” not just wave a wand over them and make them holy and righteous.  They will love their God as the Church should love Him today.  In the next 3½ years the events that God will bring upon the earth will precipitate the turning of Israel’s heart to Him. 

Malachi 4

    1 "Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire," says the LORD Almighty. "Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2 But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall.  

But they will not just rejoice they will worship.  They will recognize their Messiah.  They will weep for the joy of being loved when they are so unworthy.  They will finally know Him as the Church should know Him today. 

Zechariah 12

10 "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. 11 On that day the weeping in Jerusalem will be great,

Zechariah 13

    1 "On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.
Can you imagine this?  Perhaps you can.  Maybe you have seen Jesus the way Israel will see Him in that day. He is everything.  He alone will save us and meet every desire of our heart.  One cannot help but weep for joy over such love and grace offered to sinners like us.  When we see Him in His splendor we will cry out like Isaiah and experience God’s cleansing touch.  Isaiah saw God and exclaimed: 

Isaiah 6

5 "Woe to me!" … "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." 

    6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." 

    8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" 
      And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 

Israel will finally see herself the way God sees her.  She is rebellious, idolatrous, adulterous, and spiritually dead.  But God will pour out a Spirit of Grace and supplication on them in that day.  My friends, that same Spirit has been “poured out” on the world today.  “We beheld His glory,” John said, “the glory of the one and only Son, full of Grace and Truth.”  What remains is for us to proclaim Him as the Glorious Creator and Savior that He is.  Don’t settle for knowing about Christ.  “Come,” Jesus said, “Come to me.”

The Two Witnesses

Revelation 11

3And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth." 4These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 5If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm them must die. 6These men have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the time they are prophesying; and they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague as often as they want.

How long will they preach and witness?  According to the one speaking to John they would be testifying for the same length of time that Israel would be trampled by the Gentiles.   [42 months of 30 days = 1,260] We will be seeing this length of time on a regular basis from now on.  It is one half of a seven-year period of time.  It is given repeatedly to impress us with the reality that God is fulfilling Daniel’s prophecy and in so doing, restoring Israel as well. They will preach during the last half of the tribulation time.  The antichrist will have desecrated the temple [Dan. 9:27; Matt. 24:15] and Israel will be under intense persecution. [Rev. 12:1-6]
Who are these two witnesses?  We are told matter of factly that they are “The two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.”  Much speculation as to their actual personal identity has been put forth over the centuries.  Let’s look at what we know for sure first.  Zechariah alludes to them: 

Zechariah 4

The Gold Lampstand and the Two Olive Trees 

    1 Then the angel who talked with me returned and wakened me, as a man is wakened from his sleep. 2 He asked me, "What do you see?" 
      I answered, "I see a solid gold lampstand with a bowl at the top and seven lights on it, with seven channels to the lights. 3 Also there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left." 

    4 I asked the angel who talked with me, "What are these, my lord?" 

    5 He answered, "Do you not know what these are?" 
      "No, my lord," I replied. 

    6 So he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty. 

    7 "What are you, O mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of 'God bless it! God bless it!' " 

    8 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 9 "The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands will also complete it. Then you will know that the LORD Almighty has sent me to you. 

    10 "Who despises the day of small things? Men will rejoice when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. 
      "(These seven are the eyes of the LORD, which range throughout the earth.)" 

    11 Then I asked the angel, "What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?" 

    12 Again I asked him, "What are these two olive branches beside the two gold pipes that pour out golden oil?" 

    13 He replied, "Do you not know what these are?" 
      "No, my lord," I said. 

    14 So he said, "These are the two who are anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth."

In Zechariah’s vision above there is one lampstand with seven lights on it and two olive trees that seem to be feeding the lamp.  The passage tells us the following:

· The lamp reveals that God sees everything on the earth.  That means you and me my friend.  God knows your heart.  

· The two trees are the two witnesses, who are said to be, “anointed.”  They have been chosen and ordained by God for His service.

· The entire vision is explained this way:  'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty.’  Although John does not mention the power of the Spirit of God,  Zechariah clearly does.  We are never to think that any work done for God is done by men.  Men are merely the means for the Spirit of God to accomplish His great work.  Zerubbabel has returned to a mountain of debris that should have been the temple of the Lord and had laid its foundation with his own hands, BUT WAIT!,,, no one is to imagine that it is not a work of the Lord’s Spirit.  This prophecy is intimately connected to the restoration of Israel in the days right after the exile.  John’s vision is tied to Israel’s final restoration at the time of her Messiah’s return. 

They are clothed in sackcloth.  This is a coarse heavy cloth worn to symbolize mourning.  They will wear it in mourning over the state of the world and Jerusalem.  They take no pleasure in their task.  They instead grieve over the wretched state of a humanity that will not turn to God as well as the desecration of the temple and the persecution of Israel. 

They have the supernatural power of the Spirit of God. They cannot be harmed while under God’s protection.  They instead do the harming.  Fire actually comes out of their mouths and they kill people with it.  They also are in control of the weather.  They have the power to stop the rain and to basically do whatever they please in order to lend credibility to their message.  These powers exist as long as they are proclaiming the message of the “Lord of the Earth.”

Who are they… really?  Much speculation exists about their personal identity.  We will only just speculate with the rest of commentators for a moment.  We believe they are probably Moses and Elijah for the following reasons:

· They both performed the same kinds of miracles.  

II Kings 1

10 Elijah answered the captain, "If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men!" Then fire fell from heaven and consumed the captain and his men. 

    11 At this the king sent to Elijah another captain with his fifty men. The captain said to him, "Man of God, this is what the king says, 'Come down at once!' " 

    12 "If I am a man of God," Elijah replied, "may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men!" Then the fire of God fell from heaven and consumed him and his fifty men.

1 Kings 17

    1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word."
James 5

17Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.
NOTE: Notice the length of the drought that James mentions above in his epistle. 

Exodus 7

   20 Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD had commanded. He raised his staff in the presence of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the water of the Nile, and all the water was changed into blood.
· They both were with Jesus on the mount of Transfiguration.  

Matthew 17

    1After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.
· They both left the earth in an extraordinary way

II Kings 2

11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, "My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!" And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them apart.

Deut. 34

5 And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. 6 He buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is.

· They were both expected by the Jews to return before the Messiah.

Mal. 4

5 "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes.

Deut. 18

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him. [Moses speaking] 

John 1

21They asked him [Jesus], "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" 
      He said, "I am not." 
      "Are you the Prophet?" 
      He answered, "No."

Revelation 11

7Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill them. 8Their bodies will lie in the street of the great city, which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.
The Beast out of the Abyss: For three and a half years mankind will try to kill these two witnesses, but without success.  Finally “The Beast” will ascend up out of the abyss, which is the haunt of demons. His origin gives us further insight into the nature of this “unreasoning and ravenous creature.” [From the Greek word therion]  

Luke 8

30Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" 

   "Legion," he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 

This is the first mention of “The Beast” in Revelation but there will be thirty-six more places where he is mentioned in the remainder of the book.  Revelation indicates that he is a world ruler who pretends to be like Christ 


He is not Satan because Satan is the dragon. 

Revelation 12

9The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.

He is “empowered” by Satan however.  

Revelation 13:2
The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority.

He will attack them, and overpower and kill them.  This beast or “antichrist” will be given the power to kill the two witnesses.  He has other successes that are recorded in Revelation.  

Revelation 13
7He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. 8All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.
Their bodies lie in the streets of Jerusalem for three and a half days.  God here refers to Jerusalem as Sodom and Egypt. He clearly indicates a metaphor at this point when he says “spiritually called Sodom and Egypt.”  This is not the first time God has spoke of His city this way. 

Isaiah 1

9 Unless the LORD Almighty 
       had left us some survivors, 
       we would have become like Sodom, 
       we would have been like Gomorrah. 

    10 Hear the word of the LORD, 
       you rulers of Sodom; 
       listen to the law of our God, 
       you people of Gomorrah! 

“The thing that Sodom and Egypt had in common was their unmitigated enmity toward the true God and His people.”  Dusterdieck [quoted by Robert Thomas]

Revelation 11

10The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented those who live on the earth.
Leaving their bodies in the street is to add to their indignity.  It is the greatest insult to “not bury” the dead.  The Beast leaves them there so that they can become the focal point of the celebration of the entire unbelieving world.  There will be a great party atmosphere with dancing and rejoicing and gloating.  Even gifts will be exchanged. This is the only place in the Book of Revelation where the inhabitants of the earth are said to rejoice about anything and it is very short lived.  A mere three and a half days and God is demonstrating His power over His own creation again.  

Revelation 11
11But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them.

Again, God demonstrates His total mastery over creation.  These men were killed, pronounced dead, and left to decompose in the street. Their bodies were mocked and celebrated over for three days.  This will certainly be difficult to explain by natural selection, Darwinism or some other humanistic explanation.  In fact, those who witnessed it [i.e. “The inhabitants of the earth” vs. 10] will be seized by abject terror.  The realization grips them to the core.  They are totally unable to contend with God!
Revelation 11
12Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on.

The voice is “loud.”  It is like a megaphone. It is intended to be heard by the inhabitants of the earth.  This is the same phrase that John heard back in Chapter Four when God began to reveal to him the story we are presently learning.  John experienced it alone on Patmos, but this event is before the entire watching world.  These spectators are called “their enemies” in the text.  It resembles Christ’s ascension in that people will be able to see it.  When Christ comes for the church, they too will go up in clouds.  

It is interesting that they do not say anything else after they are resurrected.  There are those who tell us today that men will believe if only they see the power of God.  By this they intend some great miracle or sign like a resurrection from the dead.  Surely, if these men had begun to preach again, the whole world would listen this time. 

But Jesus taught differently.  Christ revealed the desperately wicked and hopeless state of the human heart in the account of The Rich Man and Lazarus in Luke 16.  In this account God refuses to allow someone to go back from the dead to warn the Rich Man’s family of impending hell, finally telling him:

Luke 16

31… 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.' "
God is not obliged to eternally persist in His warnings.  His patience toward sin does come to an end and all men would do well to heed this warning.  The time to repent is now.  You may not be given another opportunity past today. 

Revelation 11
13At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.

The scene here is Jerusalem.  This is a city that has hardened its collective heart to God.  They have killed the prophets and the Apostles.  They even killed their own God when He visited them.  They have been given every possible advantage to know the truth and respond to it.  Paul described it this way:

Romans 9

2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 4the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen. 

Every conceivable human advantage has been granted to Israel and they have rejected their God.  Surely, they are deserving of damnation.  Yes, like we gentiles they too deserve God’s wrath, but wait.  Men do not believe because they hear.  They believe because God reveals Himself to them. 

Romans 10

16But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our message?" 17Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. 18But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: 
   "Their voice has gone out into all the earth, 
      their words to the ends of the world." 19Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, 
   "I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; 
      I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding." 20And Isaiah boldly says, 
   "I was found by those who did not seek me; 
      I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me." 21But concerning Israel he says, 
   "All day long I have held out my hands 
      to a disobedient and obstinate people."

So what are we to make of this earthquake and the subsequent events?  One tenth of the city collapses.  This is a significant amount of destruction.  Seven thousand men die, and then a remarkable change takes place.  This filthy, depraved city, spiritually called Sodom and Egypt, suddenly begins to “give” glory to God.  The words here do not speak of lip service.  They indicate the act of offering to God, glory and it is not ordinary glory, but it is directed to “the God of Heaven” so as to acknowledge His transcendence and uniqueness in the entire universe. 

God has declared in Chapter ten that He is now poised to fulfill everything the prophets have predicted.

Revelation 10

5Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven. 6And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, "There will be no more delay! 7But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets."

The prophets said many things but there was a common thread and a recurring theme. Israel would be restored!  What God had chosen would come to Him, the depravity of the human heart and the malice of Satan not withstanding.  What we observe in this passage is the beginning of that fulfillment.  90% of Jerusalem suddenly turns, repents and gives glory to the one and only God of Heaven.  The prophets said it would be so.  Now it actually is. 

Daniel 9

  24 "Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.  

Zechariah 12

10 "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. 11 On that day the weeping in Jerusalem will be great,

Zechariah 13

    1 "On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.
Now my friends, here is the important point.  Man cannot save himself.  Given every advantage he cannot choose God.  Having the Scripture and hearing it is no guarantee of salvation.  Seeing miracles makes no difference to the damned and even the fear of death will not turn a man to His Lord and Savior.  Israel has been set apart by God and visited by Him.  They had every prophet, every Scripture, the true worship of the “one true temple” and a visitation from their own God, all to no avail.  

God will now save them by His grace.  He will open a fountain and they will be purified.  They will give Him glory because they will finally see their hopelessly desperate spiritual state.  It will be all of God.  No glory will go to man. NO GLORY TO MAN! 

Isaiah 42:8

"I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.
Revelation 11

14The second woe has passed; the third woe is coming soon.

With this simple phrase the imminence of Christ’s return in His power is announced.  The seventh trumpet announces the return of Christ.  This will actually be a process of many events, but it all now culminates with His return in glory.  Chapters 12 and 13 describe events taking place in heaven and on the earth that involve Satan’s last attempts to maintain his “death grip” on the earth.  Chapter 14 speaks of the harvest [judgment] of mankind on the earth while chapters 15 and 16 describe the final seven bowls of wrath that will be poured out upon mankind.  The end is in view now.  This second half of Revelation will fill in the final details for us. 

The Seventh Trumpet

The sounding of this trumpet marks the appearance of the third “Woe,” which we first heard about back in Chapter 8, verse 13.  

Revelation 8

13As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: "Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three angels!"

The last three trumpets contained the following judgments: 

· Trumpet Five: Swarming demonic locusts that torment men but do not kill them. Rev. 9:1-12

· Trumpet Six: Two Hundred Million demonic horses with riders who are unleashed to kill One Third of the Inhabitants of the earth.  Rev. 9:13-21

· Trumpet Seven: The seven “vial” or “bowl” judgments that conclude God’s wrath on the earth.  Contained with those last seven judgments will be the installation of Christ as the rightful king of all creation. 

The next three chapters are a parenthetical portion of the revelation:  This portion deals with Satan and his prominence on the earth during the Tribulation. In Chapter 12 John describes what can only be known by direct revelation [the dragon in heaven].  After that, we will see some events that will be observable by the inhabitants of the earth. [The beast from the sea and the earth]

Revelation 11

15The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: 
"The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 
and he will reign for ever and ever."

The loud voices announce the reign of Christ upon the earth.  It is not actually coming to fruition at this exact moment, however.  These voices are the heralds of the King.  They might have shown up in a town sometime prior to the arrival of the King Himself making His arrival “official.”  The King is coming. Let’s see what they say is going to happen: 

There was a trumpet blast:  Such signals often accompanied events of great importance like judgments and coronations. In this case it will be both events in view. 
Joel 2

    1 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
       sound the alarm on my holy hill. 
       Let all who live in the land tremble, 
       for the day of the LORD is coming. 
       It is close at hand-
I Kings 1:39

39 Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed Solomon. Then they sounded the trumpet and all the people shouted, "Long live King Solomon!"

May the entire world please now come to attention!!  Like those non-descript sounds that announce an amber alert or a sever weather alert, the trumpet blast would have cut through the silence of a nearly ruined world. What is the announcement?  It is brief.   

The Kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.  This is what we have been observing since Chapter Five.  Since Jesus first took the scroll [Revelation Five] and began to open its seals, John’s vision has been leading to this proclamation. Every shred of resistance to God’s Sovereign rule will be utterly crushed and He will “reign for ever and ever.”

Revelation 11

16And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17saying: 
   "We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 
      the One who is and who was, 
   because you have taken your great power 
      and have begun to reign. 


The twenty-four elders begin to worship.  These men represent the church in heaven.  We have discussed that at length back in chapter four of our study.  What they have to say is instructive.  Let’s examine how the church worships when it is in heaven and in the presence of God. 

We give thanks to you:  Gratitude should be your defining quality in worship.  It is doubtful that anyone who is not overcome with thoughts and emotions of gratitude for God’s being and actions toward Him, has ever really experienced the touch of Christ in their life.  It is the first thing out of their mouths. 

Lord God Almighty:  Lord ascribes position to Him.  He is ruler over all.  No person can make Christ “Lord of their lives.”   He  already is Lord over all creation and that would include us.  We may yield or resist that Lordship.  God: acknowledges His being.  There is no other God accept Him.  Almighty: Worships Him for His great and all-encompassing power.  God is Sovereign over all creation.  He possesses ALL might. He is Omnipotent. 

The One who is and who was. This same phrase appeared earlier in the book of Revelation, but with a small difference.

Revelation 1

8"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty."
Here in chapter eleven, the phrase, “and who is to come,” falls off the statement because He is now here.  This is the fulfillment of the opening verses.  It is the fulfillment of Christ’s prayer.

Matt. 6

10your kingdom come, 
   your will be done 
      on earth as it is in heaven
The elders worship God because of His existence.  He is the great “I AM.”   They worship because He is also Eternal.  He has no beginning and no end.  He is forever blest. 

He is also Sovereign.  This is applied omnipotence.  It means that no one can oppose Him with any success whatsoever.  He cannot be resisted or impeded by any scheme of men.  Men are full of ideas about how to oppose God but not a single one will succeed  in this day.  He has taken His Great power and begun to reign.  God is Sovereign. 

Revelation 11

    18The nations were angry; and your wrath has come. 
   The time has come for judging the dead, 
      and for rewarding your servants the prophets 
   and your saints and those who reverence your name, 
      both small and great— 
   and for destroying those who destroy the earth."

The unbelieving world and its leaders are still angry.  The nations rage against God at this very hour even as they will in the coming day:
Psalm 2

    1 Why do the nations conspire  
       and the peoples plot in vain? 

    2 The kings of the earth take their stand 
       and the rulers gather together 
       against the LORD 
       and against his Anointed One.  

    3 "Let us break their chains," they say, 
       "and throw off their fetters." 

    4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
       the Lord scoffs at them. 

    5 Then he rebukes them in his anger 
       and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 

    6 "I have installed my King  
       on Zion, my holy hill." 

    7 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: 
       He said to me, "You are my Son  ; 
       today I have become your Father.  

    8 Ask of me, 
       and I will make the nations your inheritance, 
       the ends of the earth your possession. 

    9 You will rule them with an iron scepter; 
       you will dash them to pieces like pottery." 

    10 Therefore, you kings, be wise; 
       be warned, you rulers of the earth. 

    11 Serve the LORD with fear 
       and rejoice with trembling. 

    12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry 
       and you be destroyed in your way, 
       for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 
       Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
David knew this day would come and now these elders worship God because it has. God’s power will crush the wicked nations of this world and will establish His Righteous Kingdom on the earth. 

The time has come for judgment:  Men always convince themselves that they will never have to give an account to God.  Such wishful thinking has spawned ideas of  “annihilation,” in which men merely cease to exist when they die.  This is of course a lie.  Every man will give an account before God.  This even includes the dead.  Notice that the elders worship because justice is about to be served.  The dead [the wicked who have died] appear to have “gotten off Scot free” with their sins.  But wait!  When Christ takes possession of creation there will be a settling of all accounts.  The righteous will be rewarded and the wicked punished. Do not deceive yourself.  You will not stand with the righteous in your own righteousness.  Unless you come to Christ’s righteousness  alone for salvation, accepting His payment for your sin, you will be required to pay for them yourself in this day.  

Revelation 20

They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.

Revelation 20

    11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.

The Elders worship God with gratitude for: His Omnipotence, His Eternal Nature, His Sovereignty, and His Justice.  This is a good model for our worship today as well.  What a magnificent God we have.  

Revelation 11
19Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and within his temple was seen the ark of his covenant. And there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a great hailstorm.

It is significant that after the church in heaven finishes worshiping this vision appears to John.  What is unthinkable to the Jewish worshiper is now a reality.  Heaven’s Most Holy Place is “thrown open” and is in plain view of all.  John uses a word for temple that means the “inner holy place” and not the entire temple. 

It is the Ark of the Covenant that is seen.  We have been observing all along here that God is announcing and then bringing to pass, His reclamation of the earth.  He is taken His rightful possession of it, but He is also fulfilling all His promises to Israel in the process.  The appearance of the Ark of the Covenant cannot help but emphasis this truth. 

The Ark was where atonement was made for the sins of Israel.

Hebrews 9

3Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, 4which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered Ark of the Covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. 5Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now. 

    6When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. 7But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance.

God spoke to Moses there. 

Numbers 7

89 When Moses entered the Tent of Meeting to speak with the LORD, he heard the voice speaking to him from between the two cherubim above the atonement cover on the ark of the Testimony. And he spoke with him.

The Ark is also called the “Ark of Testimony” [Ex. 25:22] and the “Ark of God”   [I Sam. 3:3] In short; it is highly symbolic of God’s eternal promises to His chosen race, Israel. 

This portion of the vision concludes with an awesome storm.  Such events are often associated with the presence of God. [Exodus 19:16; Revelation 8:5]  This “Prophetic Storm” also introduces the following chapter with its vision in heaven.  In Chapter twelve we discover what God desires to reveal to us about Satan’s past intentions, His judgment and His future malice.  
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