Chapter Eighteen

The World Government and its Fall

Contrary to what most men think, God has actually allowed men to rebel against Him. Men are puny before God.  God’s patience and kindness have infused men with a false self-confidence.  They imagine a God who is either too old or too impotent to ever stop them.  Paul clearly understood this when he told the crowds in Lystra,

Acts 14:16 16 "In the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to go their own ways;
Human arrogance, prowess and invincibility are about to be put to the final test.  Is man really “master of his own fate” as he so confidently affirms?  In chapter seventeen we saw the final destruction of the one world religion that Satan has used to control men since the time of Babylon.  This great ‘one world’ religion is a harlot for she professes to be faithful to God and yet loves a host of other gods instead. Like any prostitute, she is not loved nor cherished.  She is simply used for a purpose and then discarded. Satan now wishes to take all worship to himself. 
2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.
In chapter eighteen God turns His attention to the “one world government” that has arisen to overthrow God’s rightful rule and ownership of creation.  The stage is set for this final showdown.  Satan has declared himself to be god.  This is clearly the idea.  Such a declaration cannot stand. 
The Bible has always said that this day would come.  John MacArthur Jr. points out a few of the more prominent places. 

Psalm 2:1-6 Why are the nations in an uproar And the peoples devising a vain thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And the rulers take counsel together Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 3 "Let us tear their fetters apart And cast away their cords from us!"  4 He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them.  5 Then He will speak to them in His anger And terrify them in His fury, saying, 6 "But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain." 
Acts 17:30-31  30 "Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,  31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead." 

2 Thessalonians 1:6-10   6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed-- for our testimony to you was believed.  

Revelation 18:1-2 After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was illumined with his glory.  2 And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird.

"Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!  This is not the first time we have heard this cry.  
Revelation 14:8  8 And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality."

Revelation 17:4-5 4 The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the unclean things of her immorality,  5 and on her forehead a name was written, a mystery, "BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."

The city spoken of in 18:2 is the same one that has been mentioned previously.  Dr. Robert Thomas gives the following list of similarities:
· They both are guilty of fornication:  17:1; 18:8

· They both seduce the kings of the earth:  17:2; 18:3

· They will both be burned:  17:16; 18:8
· They will both become desolate:  17:16; 18:17

· They both wear the adornment of a harlot: 17:4; 18:16

· They both kill the faithful: 17:6; 18:20

Chapter seventeen describes a spiritually wicked religion while eighteen speaks of a wanton materialism that corrupts everything with its avarice. 
Revelation 18:3   3 "For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the passion of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed acts of immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich by the wealth of her sensuality."

Revelation 18:7   7 "To the degree that she glorified herself and lived sensuously, to the same degree give her torment and mourning; for she says in her heart, 'I SIT as A QUEEN AND I AM NOT A WIDOW, and will never see mourning.'
“The distinction between the two chapters is that between two systems or networks that have the same geographical headquarters.”  Robert Thomas
Is this a city or a worldwide government?  I think we can safely say “yes” to either question.  This global ruler will have to have a headquarters somewhere.  The precise identity of the place eludes the interpreter.  It is best to focus on what the text sees as important.  That would be the nature of this kingdom and its total destruction.  
“She has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird.”  Her fate is to be the same as the literal Babylon of old.   
Isaiah 13:19-22 19 And Babylon, the beauty of kingdoms, the glory of the Chaldeans' pride, Will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.  20 It will never be inhabited or lived in from generation to generation; Nor will the Arab pitch his tent there, Nor will shepherds make their flocks lie down there.  21 But desert creatures will lie down there, And their houses will be full of owls; Ostriches also will live there, and shaggy goats will frolic there.  22 Hyenas will howl in their fortified towers And jackals in their luxurious palaces. Her fateful time also will soon come And her days will not be prolonged.

Revelation 18:3 "For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the passion of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed acts of immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich by the wealth of her sensuality." 

Here is the reason for this destruction.  She has corrupted and polluted the entire earth.  She has enticed them with religion in chapter seventeen and then make them rich and decadent on top of that.  How many times do men use religion to become rich?  
“all the nations:” describes all the people groups of the earth.  It is the word e;qnoj  from which we derive “ethnic.”
“the kings of the earth:” These are the political rulers of the planet. 
“the merchants of the earth:” These are particularly in cahoots with Babylon as we will see later on in this chapter. 
The entire remaining population of the earth in some way has been corrupted by this kingdom.  The word “wealth” in verse three is actually “power.”  It is the power of her sensuality. Men desire deeply to satisfy themselves at the expense of everyone.  Little do they realize that satisfaction is actually one of the gifts of God. 
Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!

Psalm 36:8 They drink their fill of the abundance of Your house; And You give them to drink of the river of Your delights.
Psalm 103:5 Who satisfies your years with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle.

Psalm 147:14 He makes peace in your borders; He satisfies you with the finest of the wheat.
Revelation 18:4-5   4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say: "Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues;  5 for her sins are piled up to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes.
If this is an actual city where the Antichrist has established his seat of government then it is certainly a call to get out of the city.  If we take this as both a city and a global government then we must assign this a metaphorical aspect as well.  It would therefore, as the last part of the verse implies, be a call to “not participate in her sins.”
As we have clearly maintained throughout our study, God does save men and women throughout the tribulation period.  The 144,000 [chapter 7] and the two witnesses [chapter 11] are preaching the eternal gospel. [14:6] Those who do not take the mark will face great persecution and death [13:15-16].  The men and women who believe and who have not yet died are warned to flee.  God has done this in the past.  It is characteristic of Him. 

Jeremiah 51:6-9 6 "Flee from Babylon! Run for your lives! Do not be destroyed because of her sins. It is time for the LORD's vengeance; he will pay her what she deserves.  7 Babylon was a gold cup in the LORD's hand; she made the whole earth drunk. The nations drank her wine; therefore they have now gone mad.  8 Babylon will suddenly fall and be broken. Wail over her! Get balm for her pain; perhaps she can be healed.  9 "'We would have healed Babylon, but she cannot be healed; let us leave her and each go to his own land, for her judgment reaches to the skies, it rises as high as the clouds.'
Revelation 18:6-7   6 Give back to her as she has given; pay her back double for what she has done. Mix her a double portion from her own cup.  7 Give her as much torture and grief as the glory and luxury she gave herself. In her heart she boasts, 'I sit as queen; I am not a widow, and I will never mourn.'

Interestingly, even the angel begins to petition God to take revenge on Babylon.  He quits speaking to John and the earth and begins to speak to God.  One cannot help but think of the martyred saints in chapter six. 
Revelation 6:9-11 9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained;  10 and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"  11 And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been would be completed also.
The Psalms speak of this “pay back” at the hand of God.  

Psalm 137:8   8 O daughter of Babylon, you devastated one, How blessed will be the one who repays you With the recompense with which you have repaid us.

Pay her back double:  The idea here is of full punishment.  Israel received double from the Lord at times. 

Isaiah 40:1-2 "Comfort, O comfort My people," says your God.  2 "Speak kindly to Jerusalem; And call out to her, that her warfare has ended, That her iniquity has been removed, That she has received of the LORD'S hand Double for all her sins."
Jeremiah 16:17-18 17 "For My eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is their iniquity concealed from My eyes.  18 "I will first doubly repay their iniquity and their sin, because they have polluted My land; they have filled My inheritance with the carcasses of their detestable idols and with their abominations."
It is “just” although it is a double portion because it from the hand of God and He always administers justice.  Men are to wait for God’s revenge.  It is certain and it is fair even when it is double the misery they inflicted. 
Proverbs 20:22   22 Do not say, "I will repay evil"; Wait for the LORD, and He will save you.

Romans 12:19  19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord.

Give her as much torture and grief as the glory and luxury she gave herself:  This is tit for tat.  We feel guilty when we enjoy seeing someone get their just deserts, but God keeps very meticulous records of evil and He intends to settle the score fully with Satan.  
I sit as a queen:  Babylon’s ultimate sin is her undiminished arrogance.  It is painful to observe.  It epitomizes Satan’s attitude and the one he engenders in men.  

Isaiah 47:7-10   7 "Yet you said, 'I will be a queen forever.' These things you did not consider Nor remember the outcome of them.  8 "Now, then, hear this, you sensual one, Who dwells securely, Who says in your heart, 'I am, and there is no one besides me. I will not sit as a widow, Nor know loss of children.'  9 "But these two things will come on you suddenly in one day: Loss of children and widowhood. They will come on you in full measure In spite of your many sorceries, In spite of the great power of your spells.  10 "You felt secure in your wickedness and said, 'No one sees me,' Your wisdom and your knowledge, they have deluded you; For you have said in your heart, 'I am, and there is no one besides me.'
Revelation 18:8  8 "For this reason in one day her plagues will come, pestilence and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for the Lord God who judges her is strong.

She will come to ruin in a single day.  There is no compelling reason not to take this seriously.  If God is the destroyer, can He not act swiftly?  This will not be a campaign.  The Antichrist is given no opportunity to resist or make a good show of things.  He is just crushed summarily. 
Revelation 18:9-10  9 "And the kings of the earth, who committed acts of immorality and lived sensuously with her, will weep and lament over her when they see the smoke of her burning,  10 standing at a distance because of the fear of her torment, saying, 'Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city! For in one hour your judgment has come.'

The Kings of the Earth:  This includes the 10 kings who rule under Antichrist’s authority.  

Revelation 17:12-13  12 "The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour.  13 "These have one purpose, and they give their power and authority to the beast.

They will weep and lament over her when they see the smoke of her burning: These guys are aghast and they weep openly over what they see.  They are all so arrogant, so certain that they are invincible.  They have placed every hope for life and eternity in this one enterprise.  Satan and men are like this.  They just refuse to include God in their calculations. In one hour everything is lost. Her destruction is brutally swift. 
Some will actually see its smoke of burning the rest will just watch it on TV and the internet.  They all have this in common however:  No one goes to her aid. 
Standing at a distance because of the fear of her torment:  She is on her own now against the God she has defied.  All her lovers want nothing to do with her judgment.  But theirs is coming nevertheless. 
Revelation 18:11-14  11 "And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn over her, because no one buys their cargoes any more--  12 cargoes of gold and silver and precious stones and pearls and fine linen and purple and silk and scarlet, and every kind of citron wood and every article of ivory and every article made from very costly wood and bronze and iron and marble,  13 and cinnamon and spice and incense and perfume and frankincense and wine and olive oil and fine flour and wheat and cattle and sheep, and cargoes of horses and chariots and slaves and human lives.  14 "The fruit you long for has gone from you, and all things that were luxurious and splendid have passed away from you and men will no longer find them.
The merchants of the earth weep and mourn over her:  The Kings satisfied their lust for power and prestige.  The merchants their graving for wealth, but both loose everything in a single hour.  

The list is impressive.  There is precious little that on it that men would not desire to the point of greed.  If we are honest we would admit to enjoying many of these things ourselves.  The list represents all the things that satisfy human desires, tastes and cravings. 
Revelation 18:14-16 14 "The fruit you long for has gone from you, and all things that were luxurious and splendid have passed away from you and men will no longer find them.  15 "The merchants of these things, who became rich from her, will stand at a distance because of the fear of her torment, weeping and mourning,  16 saying, 'Woe, woe, the great city, she who was clothed in fine linen and purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls;

God always strikes the idols of men.  Anything that men cherish above the worship and sufficiency of Christ is fair game in this war.  
Isaiah 42:8 8 "I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images.

The merchants of the earth have the same fear as the kings.  They want nothing to do with her judgment.  They wanted plenty to do with her affluence however.  This is the last they will see of their wealth.  It is gone forever. 
Revelation 18:17-19 17 for in one hour such great wealth has been laid waste!' And every shipmaster and every passenger and sailor, and as many as make their living by the sea, stood at a distance,  18 and were crying out as they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 'What city is like the great city?'  19 "And they threw dust on their heads and were crying out, weeping and mourning, saying, 'Woe, woe, the great city, in which all who had ships at sea became rich by her wealth, for in one hour she has been laid waste!'

The final group that had enriched itself by her adulteries is the shippers of the world.  This is the great world economic system and it collapses before the eyes of everyone in a matter of moments.  The shock alone is enough to send men reeling, but what really upsets them is the total loss of their means of living. 
There is someone rejoicing however. Heaven, the saints, the apostles and the prophets are all rejoicing over her demise.  Everything about God is vindicated.  Every bit of wickedness that Satan and men have perpetrated upon the earth is avenged.  
Revelation 18:20 20 "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, because God has pronounced judgment for you against her."

Her epithet: The Angel steps up once more to pronounce her final judgment.  
Revelation 18:21-24  21 Then a strong angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, "So will Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence, and will not be found any longer.  22 "And the sound of harpists and musicians and flute-players and trumpeters will not be heard in you any longer; and no craftsman of any craft will be found in you any longer; and the sound of a mill will not be heard in you any longer;  23 and the light of a lamp will not shine in you any longer; and the voice of the bridegroom and bride will not be heard in you any longer; for your merchants were the great men of the earth, because all the nations were deceived by your sorcery.  24 "And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints and of all who have been slain on the earth."

Everything that men hope for will cease.  

· No entertainment

· No industry

· No food production
· No light

· No marriage and reproduction

· No commerce 
Instead God discovers in her the blood of His prophets and saints.  She is proven guilty, tried and executed by God Himself in the space of a day.  
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