Chapter Eight

The Seventh Seal and the Beginning of the Seven Trumpets

The Tribulation period opens in chapter six when the Lamb begins to opens the seven seals that secure the title deed to the earth.  Just a brief summary will refresh our memory here: 

· Seal One:  
The Rider on the White Horse [World dictatorship]

· Seal Two:  
The Rider on the Red Horse [War]

· Seal Three:
The Rider on the Black Horse [Famine]

· Seal Four:
The Rider on the Pale Horse [Death]

· Seal Five: 
The Righteous Martyrs under the Throne of God

· Seal Six:
The Great Earthquake and Geological Upheaval. 

Chapter 7 contains the parenthetical description of the sealing of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists and the comfort and reward of the Gentile multitudes that have come to worship the Lamb.  All this brings us to chapter eight where God picks up the thread of judgment by opening the seventh and final seal of the scroll. 

Revelation 8

1When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 

2And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. 

3Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar before the throne. 4The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the saints, went up before God from the angel's hand. 5Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 

Up until now John has witnessed a cosmic cacophony.  Here are just a few examples:

· 4:5  “Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder.”

· 4:8   “and day and night they do not cease to say, "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME."

· 5:2   “ And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice,”

· 6:1   “I heard one of the four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, "Come."”

· 7:2   “he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels”
Suddenly John turns his attention away from the throngs of chapter seven to look once again at the Lamb upon His throne.  Based on what has transpired so far we might expect another cataclysmic event to be unleashed with the seventh seal.  Instead, as the Savior breaks and then loosens the final seal, so as to finally gain access to the scroll, the eternal echo of the noise of judgment abates to a deafening silence.  

The universe is never silent.  Nevertheless, both chapters seven and eight begin with the silence of creation. Seven describes a planet without a breath of wind, reduced to stillness and calm while eight witnesses a “silence in heaven” where just moments before there had been great activity and sound. 

The Lamb, slain from the foundation of the world, the only one found worthy in heaven or on Earth to open the scroll has in fact…opened the scroll.  Heaven falls silent as the final seal is removed.  Christ, at long last has removed the final obstacle and is able to look inside. [5:3] The worship of both the angels and the elders pauses.  The crying out of the martyrs beneath the throne grows still. The Living Creatures are all quiet.  As if in anticipation of this moment David and the prophets have written: 

Psalm 76:8,9

8You caused judgment to be heard from heaven;
         The earth feared and was still 
      9When God arose to judgment,
         To save all the humble of the earth. Selah

Habakkuk 2:20

20"But the LORD is in His holy temple 
         Let all the earth be silent before Him."

Zeph. 1:7

Be silent before the Sovereign LORD, 
       for the day of the LORD is near.

Zech. 2:13

13 Be still before the LORD, all mankind, because he has roused himself from his holy dwelling."

Of course there is no doubt that Christ is about to unleash judgment upon the earth.  We just need to read ahead a few verses to know this, but what exactly is going on during these 30 minutes of silence.  Let’s look carefully at the scene John describes.  We too may see it, as he did, only through the eyes of faith.  

· Jesus Christ opens the Seventh Seal and an unnerving still sweeps across creation.

· There are seven angels who have been standing before God.  The Greek indicates that this is their normal position.  They are in the presence of God as a matter of fact.  Gabriel identifies himself to Mary this way in Luke 1:19.  The Jews also had a rabbinical tradition that taught there were seven archangels.  It is not necessary to identify them and we cannot do so with any certainty, but we do know that they are continually at the beck and call of God before the Throne.  There is no hesitation in carrying out His bidding.

· “Another angel” in verse 3 comes up to the altar.  This is another angel of the same nature and quality as the seven just seen.  He has a golden censer and in it is the incense, which represent the prayers of the saints.  Several things are noteworthy here. 

· The saints beneath the altar have been praying for judgment to fall upon the earth. [Rev. 6:9-11]

· 30 minutes was about the length of time that it took a priest to offer the incense before the altar in the temple of God. [Lev. 16:13]  This is what Zechariah was doing in the Temple when the angel appeared to announce the birth of John. Those incense represented the prayers of the saints. [Rev. 5:8] 

· The silence allowed the prayers to be heard over the roar of worship and the spectacle of God’s sovereignty.  God does take time to hear the prayers of His saints. This means you! 

· Can your prayers change anything?  No, this is a serious question.  Can the prayers of His saints move a God of this majesty?  Does He actually have time to hear you with all that is going on in the world? 

· Consider what Jesus said about prayer in Luke 11:5-13.  What do you think Jesus is trying to say here?  Is it possible or even advisable to pester God until He finally relents and answers our prayers?  Jesus seemed to indicate that the answer was  “Yes.”

· This same angel takes the now empty censer and fills it with fire from the altar.  He hurls it to the Earth; the silence is broken with peals of thunder and an earthquake while the seven angels prepare to sound their trumpets.  The Lamb, who is worthy to open the scroll, has opened it and having looked inside, now prepares to take possession of His inheritance.  The wicked will resist and Satan will rage against the people of the Lamb who turn to Him during this war but judgment is about to fall across the face of the Earth and men will not stand before it.  David foresaw it 3 millenniums before when he wrote: 

Psalm 2

    1 Why do the nations conspire 
       and the peoples plot in vain? 

    2 The kings of the earth take their stand 
       and the rulers gather together 
       against the LORD 
       and against his Anointed One. 

    3 "Let us break their chains," they say, 
       "and throw off their fetters." 

    4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
       the Lord scoffs at them. 

    5 Then he rebukes them in his anger 
       and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 

    6 "I have installed my King 
       on Zion, my holy hill." 

    7 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD : 
       He said to me, "You are my Son ; 
       today I have become your Father. 

    8 Ask of me, 
       and I will make the nations your inheritance, 
       the ends of the earth your possession. 

    9 You will rule them with an iron scepter ; 
       you will dash them to pieces like pottery." 

    10 Therefore, you kings, be wise; 
       be warned, you rulers of the earth. 

    11 Serve the LORD with fear 
       and rejoice with trembling. 

    12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry 
       and you be destroyed in your way, 
       for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 
       Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

The Beginning of the Seven Trumpet Judgments

Revelation 8

7The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down upon the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. 

    8The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea turned into blood, 9a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

    10The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water— 11the name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had become bitter. 

    12The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night.

Man is by nature an idolater.  21st century Americans fancy themselves to sophisticated to ever possibly be considered idolaters, but God does not define idolatry the way we do.  We produce images that in our mind of half naked natives bowing down to a wooden statue they themselves have carved.  We of course would never consider such things.  We know that pagan idols are not real and they cannot help us. 

When God brought Israel up out of Egypt with a mighty hand he visited upon the Egyptians a series of plagues that we are all familiar with. It is not our purpose to go over these in detail here but we would like to notice that from beginning to end these judgments were aimed at and destroyed idols of the Egyptian people.  Let’s just look at the first three:

· The Nile turned to Blood:  The Nile was sacred to the Egyptians as was the life contained in it.  God turned it to blood thus killing the fish and turning their god into a nightmare for them.  [Ex. 7:14-15]

· The frogs:  The god Ptah was represented as a man with the head of a frog.  The infestation of frogs would not have escaped the notice of an Egyptian idolater. [Ex. 8:1-14]

· The lice or fleas:  It was not possible for the Egyptians to go into any of the temples if they were covered with these lice.  They were scrupulously clean people and this type of thing would have defiled them.  

In the beginning Pharaoh’s magicians sought to duplicate the miracles that God was bringing upon the land, but by the third plague they had given up and tacitly admitted that God had more power then they did. 

Modern man is still an idolater.  While we are too advanced to worship rivers and frog gods we still set aside a day every year to worship the earth.  Environmental crimes carry worse penalties than do many crimes against men.  Fish and bugs take precedence over our own children’s future.  Water goes to keep fish alive before it goes to grow food for people.  I once asked a vegetarian why she was willing to kill a tomato or a lettuce for food but was unwilling to cut a tree for shelter.  She told me she had no idea and was unwilling to try to reconcile the problem.  

Man is often greedy and destructive of his natural resources.  Polluting rivers and air and stripping the earth of vegetation is in no way allowed by God. His clear command was to care for the earth.  His command was never to worship it.  21st century men are “Earth worshipers.”  This is why they cannot be reasoned with.  Obvious compromises to our pressing problems are always spurned because we are treading upon their idols…their gods if you please.

In the first four trumpet judgments the same God who struck the Egyptians will strike the gods of modern men.  He will expose these impotent gods for what they truly are…nothing but material things that God Himself created.  In the grand scheme of the universe they are no more significant than the crumpled and discarded drawing of a little child.  God made the universe from nothing. He will speak it out of existence and then create it again without expending any of Himself to do it.  He will still be just as powerful at the end of the process as He is at its inception. If these statements of mine really offend you, you need to ask yourself why.  We will examine these first four blows upon the earth and see how they will affect its inhabitants:

· The First Trumpet destroys of 1/3 of the earth’s vegetation.

· The Second Trumpet destroys 1/3 of the sea and all that is in it. 

· The Third Trumpet destroys 1/3 of the world’s fresh water. 

· The Forth Trumpet destroys 1/3 of the heavens. 

Before we actually begin to look at these “Trumpet Judgments” I want us to ask and answer the following question: If the issue of idolatry is still relevant to modern man, is it possible that any of us might be guilty of it, even as Christians?  It is noteworthy that after writing the principle work in the New Testament on maintaining our fellowship with God, John closes his first epistle with these words: “Little children, guard yourselves from idols.”  If we were to take this closing statement back through the book of I John we would discover something startling.  God does not define idolatry the way we do!  When all is said and done will we be able to assert that we have no idols in this world?  What then is an idol and is it possible that we might have them? Here are a few questions to consider:

· Is there anything beside Jesus that you need to feel safe and secure in this world?  If you did not have your job would you still be certain that God would care for you?  If you lost your health, would you see that as an aberration or as God’s will for your life?

· Who makes you angry?  Why?  Why should anyone make us angry, ever? Do they withhold from you something you need to be happy?  Do they withhold approval?  Do they stand in the way of something you absolutely need in order to feel satisfied?

· Why is Jesus Christ not enough for you?  What else must you add to the list in order to feel that your life has meaning?  What ever it is that you must add to that list now competes with Christ for the controlling interest in your heart. Yes!  Although we worship Christ, there are other things we must have to satisfy us. 

This was exactly God’s complaint against Israel.  They had the priesthood.  They had the temple.  They offered the sacrifices and read the Scrolls.  But God was somehow not enough for them and they were never satisfied with Him alone.  For God’s people He described it as a spiritual adultery. We are the bride who can never be satisfied with her husband’s affections alone.  She must seek the attention of others. 

So consider this:

Isn’t it true that the vexations of our soul and mind all come because there are certain things we absolutely must have in order to be happy and those things are denied us?

Is it not also true that whatever else these things may seem to us, they are in fact idols because we do not consider Christ alone to be enough for us?

If I were to repent of this sin and then identify and destroy these idols would that change my relationship with Christ?  Would we then be exclusively intimate as a faithful bride and her bridegroom would be?  

If I never looked again to one of these idols for the satisfaction I crave would God heal me from the sins and grief that beset me?

Yes, yes, yes and yes are the answers to the four questions above.  As we watch God strike the idols of the unbelieving world would we be so foolish as to still cherish our own in the closets and backrooms or our hearts?  

“The first angel sounded his trumpet”:  One of the truly puzzling things about this entire passage is that God is destroying something that He Himself made.  Notice what the book of Genesis has to say about some of God’s handiwork: 

Genesis 1

11 Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 

What God makes is good.  What He creates flows from His being. James states that every good gift is from God.  God does good things and He creates good things but nothing He does or creates can be allowed to become an idol.  From the very earliest commandments we know how God feels about such things.  The first three commandments are about idolatry.  [Exodus 20:1-7] Even the very Temple that He instructed to be built for His worship would not be allowed to be an idol. [I Kings 6]  As spectacular as it all is and as apparently God directed in its construction, He did not hesitate to destroy it when it vied for His glory in the hearts of Israel.  [Matt. 24:1,2]

Notice how little it bothers God to destroy everything He has made.  By His example we can gain a very clear understanding of idolatry.  God is not in anyway diminished by the loss or destruction of any material item.  It is not for petty anger or revenge that God destroys the idols of our world.  It is for the singular purpose of stripping men of all that they cherish and subsequently also worship.  Isaiah reminds his hearers that men are no more enduring on this earth than the grass.  Woe to men who do not see themselves as God sees them.  This is exactly the point of the judgment. 

Isaiah 40:6
A voice says, "Cry out." And I said, "What shall I cry?" "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field.

Isaiah 42:8
"I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.

The inhabitants of the Earth are going to have a fit when God stretches out His hand and destroys His own creation.  Because they do not acknowledge Him as creator most will miss the point entirely.  And what exactly is that point:  God is separate from His creation.   He was not made greater by it and He is not diminished in any way without it.  Man is part of that creation.  We have been made incredibly, “in His image.”  Because of this God extends to us an existence that the rest of creation does not enjoy.  We are eternal beings, but this too is a gift from the creator. Isaiah saw God as He truly is in Chapter six of his prophetic book.  

At the opening trumpet God destroys a third of the earth.  This is probably the cultivated soil.  Every true gardener knows that it is not just the plant, but the dirt that matters.  There will not be subsequent crops on this soil in years to come.  Along with this destruction of the soil comes the immediate devastation to one third of the Earth’s trees and all of its green grass.  The immediate explanation for the hail and the fire mixed with blood is not clear.  We can all imagine hail well enough.  Perhaps the great earthquake of the sixth seal precipitates the volcanoes that will rain fire upon the earth.  

Revelation 6

12I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood; 

13and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind. 14The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 

John is using symbolism and reference to Old Testament events often in this book so far.  Given the similarities to the plagues of Egypt we might want to consider that explanation.

Exodus 9

24So there was hail, and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very severe, such as had not been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.

Psalm 105

32He gave them hail for rain,
         And flaming fire in their land. 
      33He struck down their vines also and their fig trees,
         And shattered the trees of their territory.

Interestingly, the OT prophets actually understood that the plagues of Egypt would be repeated sometime in the future.  

Isaiah 30

30And the LORD will cause His voice of authority to be heard,
         And the descending of His arm to be seen in fierce anger,
         And in the flame of a consuming fire
         In cloudburst, downpour and hailstones.

Ezekiel 38

22 I will execute judgment upon him with plague and bloodshed; I will pour down torrents of rain, hailstones and burning sulfur on him and on his troops and on the many nations with him.

It might be literal blood.  One thing is certain however.  God stretches out His own hand to destroy, that which holds men in its spell.  The first trumpet destroys much of the Earth.  

The second angel sounded, and something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea:  God now moves on to the sea.  The description of this object seems fully compatible with a giant meteor that crashes into the sea. It is not a mountain but something “like” a mountain that falls into the sea.  This is an example of a literal figure of speech.  The language is taken quite literally and the literal meaning of that language is figurative.  There was in fact something that resembled a mountain thrown into the sea.  

“and a third of the sea became blood,” 

The question naturally arises at this point, “Is this literal blood?”  It is certainly reminiscent of the first plague of Egypt.  We generally accept that to be actual blood.  What is of particular note here is that the text just got using a simile to describe the object that was thrown into the sea.  Clearly the Holy Spirit knows how to use such literary devices when the need arises.  Now in the same sentence He chooses not to use a simile.  Instead He speaks in a very literal sense.  I believe we can take it as literal blood.  

“and a third of the creatures which were in the sea and had life, died;”

It is logical that the life in a sea of blood would perish.  This is exactly what John saw.  

“and a third of the ships were destroyed.”

We have recently experienced in our world a giant tsunami that killed a quarter of a million people.  This of course struck only a tiny percentage of 1 % of the Earth.  We were shocked and dismayed by the destruction, but a meteor the size of a mountain plunging into the ocean will wreak havoc many many times over.  The resulting catastrophe will destroy a third of all the world’s ships.  We cannot begin to imagine the loss of human and animal life from it as well. 

Revelation 8

10The third angel sounded, and a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters. 11The name of the star is called Wormwood; and a third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the waters, because they were made bitter. 

 This is probably an asteroid or a comet.  The word for star here is “aster” from which we do get our English word “asteroid.”   It is said to be “burning like a torch.”  The Greek word for torch here is often used to describe meteors in ancient times.  As it falls to Earth it breaks up and spreads over one third of the Earth’s fresh water.  

Wormwood is a tree that is found throughout the Middle East.  Although it only occurs here in the New Testament it is found in the Old.  

Jeremiah 9

15therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "behold, I will feed them, this people, with wormwood and give them poisoned water to drink.”

All the unfulfilled prophecy of the Bible will come to pass in Revelation.  God Himself poisons His own rivers and springs and many men die from the waters.  Men can live for a time without food but are not able to go very long at all without water.  

“If by divine intervention water can be sweetened for human use, is it improbably that by divine intervention water can be made bitter and unfit for human consumption?  If the miracle of Marah was literal, the third trumpet judgment is possible.”  J.B. Smith 

The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night. 
“Still reeling from the effects of the first three ecological judgments, people will be desperately seeking answers to the crisis.  There will no doubt be seminars, conferences, emergency sessions of the united Nations, discussions among scientists—all desperately and futilely seeking to cope with the damage to the earth’s ecosystems.”   John MacArthur 

· The first angel smote the Earth and its Vegetation.

· The second destroyed a third of the sea and its life

· The third poisoned a third of the earth’s fresh water 

and now:

· The forth strikes at the heavens, creating havoc with the planets and the stars.

Because we cannot imagine exactly how this can happen, it is a huge temptation to assign this to the merely symbolic, but we should be cautioned against something like that.  If we are able to accept that God spoke and the universe came into existence, certainly He can arrange for this 4th trumpet plague to take place just as John observes it. 

The word struck is actually the verb form of the word we get “plague” from.  God is “plaguing” mankind now; systematically striking at the gods he worships but even more frighteningly, removing all sense of normalcy, security and peace of mind.  Add to this the panic of the press and all those who actually know what such disruption will mean for life on this planet and you have a formula for sheer terror in the hearts and minds of mankind. 

The striking of the sun, moon and stars is reminiscent of what God did in Egypt. [Ex. 10:21,22] Yes, mankind is still afraid of the dark.  He is afraid because it is supposed to be light.  Something is terribly wrong.  Beside the partial eclipse of the sun and moon and the darkening of a third of the stars is the shortening of the day itself.  The Holy Spirit describes an actual removal of all light from a third of the day and the night.  Apparently, this will be pitch-blackness.  This is an unpleasant and disconcerting blackness.  

“How the fractional darkening of the heavenly bodies can produce a reduced duration of daylight, moonlight and starlight is a puzzle (Swete). Yet man’s ability to grasp the “how” of the cause and effect is no basis for attributing inconsistency to the author.  The way this works out belongs to the altogether supernatural region of the visions (Alford). The Creator of all things can certainly devise a means by which a partial eclipse can result in a shortening of duration from the light-bodies.”  Robert Thomas
The Prophets and even Jesus Himself fully and precisely predict such events.  Such prophecies describe what the Scripture calls the Day of the Lord.  This is not a single day as we might imagine.  It is used in a much broader sense throughout the Old Testament.  It includes the coming of Christ to the Earth but it also includes all the judgment leading up to and immediately following it. Here are some of the better-known Old Testament Prophecies. 

The Day of the Lord: 

Amos 5

Woe to you who long 
       for the day of the LORD! 
       Why do you long for The Day of The LORD? 
       That day will be darkness, not light. 

Ezekiel 32

7 When I snuff you out, I will cover the heavens 
       and darken their stars; 
       I will cover the sun with a cloud, 
       and the moon will not give its light. 

    8 All the shining lights in the heavens 
       I will darken over you; 
       I will bring darkness over your land, 
       declares the Sovereign LORD.

Joel 2

10 Before them the earth shakes, 
       the sky trembles, 
       the sun and moon are darkened, 
       and the stars no longer shine.

31 The sun will be turned to darkness 
       and the moon to blood 
       before the coming of the great and dreadful Day of The LORD.
Joel 3

15 The sun and moon will be darkened, 
       and the stars no longer shine.

Isaiah 13

9 See, The Day of The LORD is coming 
       —a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger— 
       to make the land desolate 
       and destroy the sinners within it. 

    10 The stars of heaven and their constellations 
       will not show their light. 
       The rising sun will be darkened 
       and the moon will not give its light.
Even the Lord Jesus Himself spoke of this event:
Luke 21

25"There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.

Mark 13

24"But in those days, following that distress, 
   " 'the sun will be darkened, 
      and the moon will not give its light;

It is sometimes difficult to see past the trees and behold the forest.  We can easily become fixated on the destruction and the judgment in these passages, but there is a larger picture to be seen.  Perhaps you recall me saying on several occasions, that God is not out of control here.  This is not a cosmic temper fit.  Unlike mankind, God does not just lose His temper and start destroying things.  Then what is going on here?

God is carrying out a long known and thoroughly considered plan.  The actual doing of it fills us with horror because it is so intense, so utter in its scope. Nevertheless, He has warned man that it was coming.  He has described most of it in detail thousands of years ago.  He is doing two things at the same time:

· He is taking back full possession of His own creation.  He made it, he has always owned it but He has been the absentee landlord.  He sent His son, but the tenants killed the son, reasoning that it would surely be theirs then. 

Matthew 21

33"Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. 34When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 

    35"The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37Last of all, he sent his son to them. 'They will respect my son,' he said. 

    38"But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 'This is the heir. Come, let's kill him and take his inheritance.' 40"Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?"
· He is also redeeming Israel, His people.  Of all the peoples of the Earth, Israel should recognize their God and they will!   God has told them exactly what the coming of “The Day of the Lord” will look like.  Jews have heard these Scriptures.  They may have allegorized them away like modern day Christians do the New Testament, but God is going to bring His Word to life.  What they cannot see now, because the Veil is still in place they will literally see fulfilled before their very eyes.  They will repent and turn to their Savior.  

Zechariah 12

"And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for Him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.

Revelation 8
13Then I looked, and I heard an eagle flying in midheaven, saying with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!"

This chapter comes to a close with a warning of worse woes to come.  This is one of a few examples of differences in Greek manuscripts.  There are very few of these anywhere in the New Testament but this is one where most MSS agree with the word translated in the NIV and the NASB “eagle.”  Perhaps even more striking is the rendering of this same word in Luke 17:37. 

Luke 17:37

37"Where, Lord?" they asked. 
      He replied, "Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather."

The bird is flying in “midheaven,” a term used to describe where the sun and the moon would normally be.  He is crying out with a loud voice.  When John sees this “fierce fowl”, two things strike him immediately: 

· The whole earth can see it

· The whole earth can hear it

The herald is calling down vengeance on “those who dwell on the earth”

“The objects of the coming vengeance, “those who dwell on the earth”, are the same as the ones on whom the martyrs in 6:10 invoke vengeance, so this is a further step in the answer to their prayers (Alford).  They comprise only the wicked according to regular usage in Revelation (cf. 3:10; 9:4, 20).  From this point on their future is especially bleak.”  Robert Thomas
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